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Tourists raped and butchered in 


horrific act of revenge on Britain 


a 



Linda. Adams from California, a hostage who got away by pretending to have an asthma attack, tells of her ordeal 


By Lucy Hannan in Kampala 
Andrew Buncombe. 

Kim Sengupta and 
Bp O'L OUCHLIN in Nairobi 

EIGHT WESTERN tourists, in- 
cluding four Britons, were 
raped, tortured, and butchered 
by their Hutu kidnappers yes- 
terday in an horrific act of re- 
venge against Britain and 
America. 

Survivors of the Ugandan sa- 
fari kidnapping said that the 
Hutus deliberately selected the 
'British and Amercians tourists, 
releasing French and some 
other nationalities. 

The rebels were looking 
for Americans and British,’’ 
said Hussein Krvumbi. manag- 
er of one of five camps raided 
bv the Hutu rebels. 

‘ They killed four women and 
four men with knives, machetes 
and axes. There were no gun- 


shots. They wanted them to 
move fast,’ but some couldn't So 
they killed with machetes one 
m?n and one woman who 
couldn't walk. Then they killed 
another three. 

There was no rescue. The 
soldiers found the bodies inside 
Congo, and then they found the 
six who were released and 
came down the mountain." 

Captives who escaped said 
the execution-style killings 
came after the women had 
been raped. 

Mr Kmunbi said the rebels 
left written messages on the 
massacred bodies, reading: 
“Americans and British, we 
don’t want you on our Land. You 
support our enemy Museveni." 

The French deputy Ambas- 
sador to Uganda, Anne Peltier, 
was told by the kidnappers: 
**[We] are not happy with the 
Americans and British because 


■ Delivering death by machete page 3 

■ The world’s danger zones page 3 

■ Leading article Review, page 3 


they have preferred to support 
the Tutsi ethnic minority 
against the Hutu majority.” 

Last night Tony Blair, on a 
trip to Italy, called the lolling “an 
act of wickedness simply be- 
yond belief”. 

He pledged to do “everything 
in Britain’s power to pursue 
justice" 

Hours after Mme Peltier 
and the other freed tourists fled 
the Hutus murdered eight of 
their hostages. One American 
survivor; Made Ross, said: The 
ones I saw had their heads 


crushed and deep slashes with 
machetes." 

They were lolled the same 
way as most of the 800,000 Tut- 
sis massacred by the Hutus in 
Rwanda in 1994. 

Six tourists escaped, be- 
lieved to be two Britons, an 
American, a Swiss woman, a 
New Zealander and a Canadi- 
an. They are in the Ugandan 
capital Kampala. 

Last night one of dead 
Britons was named as Mark 
Lindgren, 23, a former univer- 
sity gradute from St Albans, 


Hertfordshire, on holiday in 
Uganda before starting his first 
job. A friend at the family home 
said: “We are absolutely dev- 
astated, the grief is enormous.” 

The High Commissioner in 
Kampala, Michael Cook, said: 
“Reports of dashes between 
the army and the rebels are stifl 
unconfirmed. Our concern now 
is with these survivors to see 
that they are physically well, as 
most ofthem are in a very trau- 
matised state." 

Last night the bodies of the 
victims lay in the Mulago hos- 
pital morgue in Kampala. Offi- 
cials, assisted by the Survivors, 
will positively identify them 
today. Relatives have been kept 
informed. 

It is thought 31 tourists were 
initially abducted in co-ordi- 
nated raids at three camp sites 
at the Impenetrable Forest in 
the Bwindi National Park in 


George MukdajReuters 

south-western Uganda in the 
earfy hours on Monday. Fbur 
Ugandans - a game warden 
and three of his rangers -were 
killed as they tried to prevent 
the rebels from attacking the 
campsites. 

Yesterday Australian diplo- 
matic sources told The Inde- 
pendent the rebels split tbeirl4 
remaining captives into three 
groups and led them into the 
forest Five bodies were later 
found at one location and three 
in another: 

The campsites were owned 
by three operators. One of the 
groups. Acacia Expeditions, 
from London, said 15 of its 
clients had “been involved”. 
Spokeswoman Sue Ockland 
said four clients were “safe”. 

Last August four tourists, in- 
cluding a Briton, were kid- 
napped by Rwandan Hutu 
rebels. Three are still missing 


Argentine admits foul play over Beckham 
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NOW IT can be revealed: the 
great villain of last year’s sport- 
ing summer and the man over- 
whelmingly blamed for 
England’s exit from the World 
Cup finals was probably more 
sinned against than sinning 
David Beckham, a hate fig- 
ure for some since being sent 
off against Argentina in the • 
second round of France 98, re- 
ceived an apology of sorts yes- 
terday when Diego Simeone, 

involved in the incident that led 

to the dismissal, admitted he 


By Guy Hodgson 

ouzoed the referee. With timing 
that would have brought an ad- 
miring nod from Maduaveffi, he 
admitted exaggerating his in- 
jury when BecMiamjSkked out 
a foot at him in StEtiiesne. 

That they meet again for 
the first time tonight when 
Manchester United play In- 
ternazionale of Milan in the 
■ quarterfinals of the Champions 
League is, of course, irrelevant. 

“Let's just say lhe referee fen 


into the trap,” Simeone said. “It 
was a difficult one for him to 
have avoided because I went 
down well ... Tfou could say my 
falling transformed a yellow 
card into a red card but in feet 
the most appropriate punish- 
ment was a yellow one. In re- 
ality it wasn’t a violent blow, it 
was just a little kick back with 
no force behind it and was 
probably instinctive. The ref- 
eree was right there ... and 
probably punished that inten- 
tion to retaliate.” 


Effigies of Beckham have 
been burnt outside some 
grounds and he has been the 
victim of abuse from opposing 
supporters in every game he 
has played. At one stage it was 
feared he would have to be 
transferred to a foreign club to 
escape the vitriol 
Which is unlikely to make 
Simeone’s sympathy easy to ac- 
cept. “In England they wanted 
to put all the blame on Beck- 
ham but they had just as good 
a chance of knocking us out 


And it certainly wasn’t his fault; 
we were better and luckier in 
the penally shoot-out We're 
talking about a player who... is 
excellent and has a truly great 
future ahead of him.” 

The reaction Simeone ex- 
pects tonight? T might get 
whistled,” he replied, “but if that 
happened the English fans 
would only make me happy. I 
adore it when rival fans whis- 
tle at me. Itrealiy fires me up.” 

In that case he should be a 
very happy man at Old Tfctfford 
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‘I escaped by 
faking ast hm a’ 


THANK GOD I took an anting 
class at school” said Linda 
Adams, who had managed to 
escape from Hutu guerrillas 
after she was captured in the 
early hours of Monday morning. 

Ms Adams, 54, a Californian, 
had been freed by the intera- 
hamwe extremists after faking 
an as thma attack. Her quick 
thinking as the hostages were 
being marched at gunpoint up 
a mountain trail probably saved 
her from being tortured and 
backed to death. 

The gunmen came just as 
daylight was breaking over the 
Bwindi camp in the Impene- 
trable Bbrest on Monday. The 
attack was swift and deadly The 
gunmen overran the guard 
post The park rangers, half 
asleep and unprepared, had 
no chance against automatic 
rifle fire and grenades. Sever- 
al were killed. The attackers 
then set the camp on fire. 

The sound of gunfire woke 
the tourists in the Bwindi who 
bad gone there to see the elu- 
sive mountain gorillas on the 
Rwandan border The first one 


BY KIM SENGUPTA 
and Andrew Buncombe 

to wander out of her tent to find 
out what was going on, rubbing 
the sleep from her eyes, was Ms 
Adams. “The sound in the val- 
ley, the vibration was quite a 
shock I got out of my tent and 
I walked around the corner - 
and then I got caught,” she re- 
called back in Kampala yes- 
terday, at the Sheraton hotel a 
world away from the night- 
mare of what happened at 
Bwindi. 

Ms Adams, of Alamo, south- 
ern California, was travelling 
alone. Her father had advised 
her against going because he 
was worried about her safety. 
She continued: T saw gentle- 
men running with guns and 
four of them came over and 
grabbed me, all the money 
that I had, and told me to sit 
down. There was an older per- 
son leading them, he seemed 
quite calm. They all spoke 
French. 

“After a while they brought 
CONTINUED ON RAGE 3 
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alf the boys in my year smoke dope . I’ve been 
offered it on the way to school’ 

IN THE EDUCATION SUPPLEMENT A MOTHER DISCOVERS HER 1 3-YEAR-OLD SON TAKES DRUGS 


■FILM 

ANTHONY QUINN 
ON ‘BELOVED’ 

PLUS LAW AND 
FAST TRACK 
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Employer 
must pay 

injury 

benefits 


THE GOVERNMENT plans to 
force employers to pay benefits 
to people who suffer injury or 
illness as a result of their work. 

Alistair Darling, the Social 
Security Secretary, is mod- 
ernising the industrial injuries 
scheme, which costs taxpayers 
£750m a year. He wants com- 
panies to meet the cost, of future 
claims by taking out insurance. 

The move will provoke a 
row with business leaders, who 
already pay £730m a year in 
compensation and legal costs 
for injuries found to be their* 
fault. 

Despite Tony Blair's stren- 
uous efforts to woo industry, 
bosses are increasingly worried 
that the Government is impos- 
ing higher costs on companies 
through the national minimum 
wage, the EU sodai chapter of 
workers rights, greater recog- 
nition rights for trade unions 
and the Working Families' Tax 
Credit scheme for the low-paid. 

Mr Dariingis expected to set 
out his proposals in a consul- 
tation document shortly. Leg- 
islation could follow in the 
Parliamentary session start- 
ing in November. 

He believes the 50-year-old 
state system was designed for 
a very different social and in- 
dustrial climate and wants to 
better protection for today's 
workforce. 

Mr Dariing will argue tbata 
switch to private insurance 
would encourage employers to 
adopt good health and safety 
practice, since those causing 
few accidents or illnesses 
would pay lower premiums. 

The number of people re- 
ceiving industrial injuries dis- 
ablement benefit has risen 


by Andrew Grice 
Political Editor 

from 212,000 to 347,000 during 
the past six years, and the bud- 
get has gone from £660m to 
£750m in two years. 

Under his plans, the Gov- 
ernment would continue to 
fund the benefits -worth up to 
£104.70 a week - to existing 
claimants, but employers would 
finance future payments. 

The shake-up is backed by 
the Treasury keen to reduce the 
£100bn-a-year welfare budget 
by more private insurance. 

The plan was welcomed last 
night by Frank Field, who re- 
signed as Minister for Welfare 
Reform last summer. 

“At the moment, taxpayers 
are paying for employers who 
ruin people's lives. 1 * said Mr 
Field “This would onlybe a bur- 
den that business would gen- 
erate for itself. It could make a I 
real difference to the rate of ac- 
cidents." 

The Thule Union Congress 
has welcomed Mr Darling's re- ] 
view but is anxious to ensure 
the changes would not reduce 
rights of workers to sue em- 
ployers for work-related acci- 
dents or illnesses. It believes 
this could breach the Euro- 
pean Convention on Human 
Rights. 

A confidential TUC docu- 
ment said: “Employers who 
cause injury or illness should be 
punished through a range of 
measures, from custodial sen- 
tences in cases such as corpo- 
rate manslaughter to financial 
penalties such as fines, punitive 
and ordinary damages, recovery 
of NHS and benefit costs, and in- 
creased insurance premiums." 
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Labour 

faces 

racism 

claim 
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Tony Blair in Milan yesterday, praising America’s economic reforms and urging Europe to ’permanent revolution’ Paulo Coco/Reuters 

Blair: Europe should emulate US 


TONY BLAIR was on a collision 
course with fellow European 
Union leaders last night after 
urging them to adopt his strat- 
egy of -permanent revolution” 
and to emulate America's eco- 
nomic mirade. 

The Prime Minister told a 
meeting of socialist leaders, 
who hold power in 11 of the 
EU’s 15 member states, they 
must not squander their op- 
portunity by slipping back to 
traditional left-wing economic 
policies. Mr Blair said the Eu- 
ropean social model should be 
“modernised" to allow EU 
countries to compete in the 
global economy. This directly 


BY ANDREW GRICE 

contradicted IianeUospin, the 
French Prime Minister; who 
earlier told the Mfiax^ confer- 
ence there should be a Euro- 
pean pact for jobs and growth 
involving governments, em- 
ployers and trade unions. 

But Mr Blair insisted that 
“demand-side policies of eco- 
nomic management” were no 
longer a sufficient guarantee of 
prosperity, and there was a 
“vital need” for economic 
reform. 

The Prime Minister said the 
single currency “can be a force 
for stability" but added: “It's 


only a foundation. Alongside it 
must come real economic re- 
form that tackles the funda- 
mental supply-side weakness of 
the European economy.” 

He insisted his call for re- 
form did not mean he was op- 
posed to social justice. But he 
argued that Eun^je was not de- 
livering that -pointing to high 
unemployment rising welfare 
costs and social exclusion. 

Mr Blair's strong endorse- 
ment of America's economic 
strategy will anger some EU 
leaders, already uneasy over 
his co-operation with Presi- 
dent Clinton on foreign policy. 

He said Europe needed a di- 


alogue with the Democratic 
Parly, so the EU and US could 
learn from each other: 

Mr Blair insisted that his 
“third way" between old-style 
socialism and right-wing poli- 
cies was rooted in the centre- 
left “It is the means that have 
changed. Enterprise and fair- 
ness used to be semi as in 
competition. Today they must 
be seen as partners.” 

The Prime Minister warned: 
“We must go further; we must 
be bolder and we must do it 
with definition and confidence. 
If we don’t, make no mistake: 
the right wQl move in to the 
ground we vacate. It is not 


enough to be parties of sodai 
justice. We must also be parties 
with the vision of the future our 
people understand and can be 
inspired by.” 

Michael Howard, the shad- 
ow foreign secretary; accused 
Mr Blair of “saying one thing in 
Britain while doing another in 
Europe”. He critidsed his 
“Tkappist silence" on the polit- 
ical dimension of the single 
currency, and said the EU so- 
cialist meeting had agreed a 
manifesto which would “take 
Europe down the path of more 
red tape and more regulation”. 

Ken Livingstone, 
Review, page 4 


it was confirmed yesterday. 

A former Strathclyde Labour 
councillor bas launched an ac- 
tion at Glasgow Sheriff Court to - 
sue the party for racial dis- 
crimination. 

Nee lam Bakshi, former 
councillor for Maryhill and 
Summerston, is cl aiming - 
£20,000 in damages after being ... 
rejected from Labour’s ap- 
proved list of candidates for the ' 
Scottish Parliament 
Ms Bakshi, who now works 
for Fife Council, claims she 
was not told why she was re- 
jected and was given no op- 
portunity to appeal. 

A Labour spokesman coir 
firmed that the Party had been 
served with a writ but added that 

the Haims were “ludicrous”. 
Hie said: “She did have an appeal 
and the appeal was unsuccess- 
ful A number of candidates (fid 

request and have meeti ng s and 

we gave them feedback on the 
selection process, but she did . 
not ask for one." The spokes- 
man added: “Our system was 
open, democratic and fair” 

Ms Bakshi a councillor from 
1990 to 1996, said that her case 
was being backed by the Com- > 
mission for Racial Equality 
She added that although she ■ 
did appeal against the selection 
panel decision she was given no 
explanation for her original re- 
jection or for the failure of her . 
subsequent appeal. 

Ms Bakshi has won a previ- 
ous racial discrimination case 
against F hiMri c Council The , 
Commission for Racial Equali- 
ty confirmed they had bached 
Ms Bakshi in the case in April 
1996. But Ms Bakshi, who is still 
a member of the Labour Party, 
saiditwasaconditionoftbeset- 
tianent that she was not allowed 
to talk publidy about the case. - 
She added: “I do not make a 
habit of bringing race discrim- 
ination cases." 

Glasgow Sheriff Court said 
no hearing date had been fixed. 
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YESTERDAY 


LIGHTING UP 
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London 5 ■Wp 1 ' Co <5 AOom 


Ma n ches t e r 5 50pm to 6 Slam 
Newcastle 5 t.5pm ro 6 50am 


EXTREMES 

Warmest: London 1GC ( 61 F) 
Coldest (day): Kirkwall AC (39F) 
Wett e st: Capri Curig 30.0mm 
Smallest: Fort William 2 0 hrs 
For 2Ahrs to 2pm Tuesday 
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UK ‘ignored’ 
over Unscom 
spying theory 


6 pm (GMT) Monday: 
by RA MfeuterCutra 
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Rain or 
Shine... 


RUSSIA'S Fhr Eastern prov- 
inces were battered by lOQmph 
winds j-esterday, leaving at 
least 19 towns and villages 
without power and heat at the 
coldest time of the year. 

.The storms brought down 
power lines supplying hixndreds 
ofhomes across Sakhalin Island 
and the Kuril archipelago. 
Winds tore off nearly eveiy roof 
in the Shakhtyorsk township, on 
the west coast of Sakhalin, and 
rescuers are unable to reach the 
areas because of heavy aoow. 
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BRITAIN'S INTELLIGENCE 
chiefs became suspicious 
almost two years ago that the 
United States was covertly 
using Unscom, the United 
Nations special commission on 
d i sarmin g Iraq, to spy on Sad- 
dam Hussein, but were turned 
away when they sought confir- 
mation from their counterparts 
Washington, it was reported 
yesterday. 

It was said that the US not 
only dispatched agents to infil- 
trate Unscom’s operations but 
that everybody was kept in the 
dark about what was happen- 
ing, including the leadership of 
Unscom. 

In eariy 1997 British signals 
intelligence intercepted and 
decoded an intriguing mes- 
sage from an Iranian spy in 
Baghdad to his superiors in 
Iran. He said that when US 
U-2 spy planes flew over Iraq 
there was Often an une xplained 
burst of t ransmissi ons from 
the ground. It speculated that 
the Americans were using the 
UN weapons inspectors’ head- 
quarters in Ba ghdad ns wy qpr 
for their own espionage oper- 
ation. 

Hie Iranian agent's theory 
created interest in Britain’s 
General Communications 
Headquarters, in charge ofcol- 
lecting and decoding radio sig- 
nals. It asked its American 
counterpart, the N ational se- 
curity Agency, in Maryland, for 
an explanation. 

It did not provide one. “We 
don’t tell the British every- 

tiung, even if they are oiirdos- 


By David Usborne and 
Patrick cockb urn 

est intelligence ally 1 " one US of- 
ficial was quoted as saying in 
yesterday's Whsfctnptori Post. 
“They don't tell us everything 
they are doing either" 

Accortfing to tte Wbsftmpton 
Post the Central Intelligence 
Agency and other American 
intelligence services system- 
atically infiltrated its agents 
and equipment over three 
years into Unscom teams on 
arms rantrol in order to inter- 
cept Iraqi militar y communi- 
cations. 

The newspaper; quoting un- 
named sources, reported that 
us inte lligence services sent 
technical experts to rig Unscom 
equipment and offices without 
permission to enable the in- 
terception of ordinary Iraqi 
military communications, that 
were of considerable interest to 
Washington but of no interest 
to Unscom. Britain began ask- 
ing questions when its opera-' 
trees intercepted the radio com 
m-unication sent hy thg I ranian 

spy and challenged the US in 
May 1997. 

The White House yesterday 
insisted that America’s only 
interest in Unscom was to help 
it unearth weapons. “Every- 
thing the United States did 
was to support Unscom in its ef- 


of its weapons of mass de- 
struction,” a spokesman said. 

Richard Button the chairman 
of Unscom, refused to com- 
ment 
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THE JUNGLE MASSACRE 


.who revel 


in their 


machete 


genocide 


THE HUTU rebels’ trademark 
.; a||is death by machete, five years 

i W non thn Ramp mimlo 


By Mary Braid 


ago the same murderous 
militiamen were raping, hack- 
ing and bludgeoning their way 
across Rwanda, at the van- 
guard of the genocide in which 
at least 800,000 Ttotsis and mod- 
erate Hutus died 

The nationwide killing spree 
lasted 100 days. 

Called the interahamwe, 
which means those who stand 
together the Hutu extremists 
of Rwanda attempted their own 
Final Solution on their fellow 
countrymen, the minority 
Tutsis. 

To hold on to control of a 
country that was set to switch 
to power-sharing between 

- Hutus 185 per cent of the pop- 
ulation) and Tutsis - they en- 

^gineered a campaign of mass 

,F murder. 

For months leading up to the 
massacres the interahamwe 
distributed racist propaganda 
against the “cockroaches” (the 
nitsis). Playing on the Hutus’ 
deep-rooted sense of inferiority, 
they convinced them that their 
very survival depending on 
eliminating the other side. 

On the evening the Hutu 

- president Juvenal Habyari- 
mana, died in a mysterious 
plane crash, the first wave of 
killings began. The intera- 
hamwe organised road blocks 
at which terrified Tutsis were 
stopped, asked to produce tbeir 
identity cards - on which eth- 
nicity had been recorded since 


colonial times - and then them 
led away or hacked them to 
death on the spot with farm im- 
plements and machetes. 

The killing did not break out 
everywhere at once. While some 
Hutus were happy to take up the 
machete and the gun against 
their neighbours, and even rel- 
atives and spouses, others were 
understandably reluctant to kill 
Even in the prevailing culture of 
obedience - where what the 
headman said was slavishly fol- 
lowed - some villages held out 
against the madness. But the in- 
terahamwe roamed the country 
stoking the fire, keeping maa 
murder going. 

They led by threat and by ex- 
ample. They were never slow to 
lift a machete and hack a child 
to death, or to rape a young girl 
after forcing her to witness the 
murder of her family. Reluctant 
Hutus - adults and children - 
were shown just how easily it 
was done. 

When millions of Hutu 
refuges - led, post-genocide, 
into exile in the Democratic Re- 
public of Congo (then Zaire) by 
their leaders - returned to 
Rwanda in 1996, the intera- 
hamwe had to stay behind. 
They sent their children home 
alone. They were easy to spot 
Sad, bewildered little souls car- 
ried along by the crowd. 

But Rwanda’s jails were al- 
ready bursting with 130,000 
men and women implicated in 



Soldiers of the Rwandan Patriotic Army heading into the hash on a patrol in the north-west of Rwanda near the border with Uganda 


JohnVbos 


the genocide. The architects of 
mass murder could never re- 
turn home. 

So they have remained in 
Congo, launching regular at- 
tacks across the border. The 
threat they continue to present 
to Rwanda has already caused 
two regional wars. 

They have grown more and 
more audacious, creeping 
across the Congolese border 
and infiltrating north-west 
Rwanda, the traditional Hutu 
homeland. It was a nightmare 
for local Hutus. Caught be- 
tween a frustrated Rwandan 
army andthe Hutu thugs, civil- 
ians have been murdered by 
both sides. 

Last year interahamwe at- 
tacks were spreading across 
Rwanda, even closing on the 
capital, Kigali There was panic. 
And late last year the govern- 
ment fought back. 


With a combination of mili- 
tary attacks, and a Pflmpnig ri to 
win over the local Hutu popu- 
lation, the Rwandan army has 
successful^ flushed out many 
of the extremists. Controver- 
sially, the government is cur- 
rently moving 600,000 Hutus 
from their isolated hillside 
homes into villages. It says it is 
doing this to protect civilians. 
But it is also a method of social 
control, allowing its forces to 
separate Hutu insurgents from 
the local population. 

Success within its own bor- 
ders has displaced the mur- 
derers, who are becoming 
more and more desperate. 
More are holed up in Congo, 
where Rwandan troops are 
hunting them down, and hiding 
in tiie wilder parts of southwest 
Uganda from where the West- 
ern tourists were abducted this 
week. 


Reports that Americans and . 
Britons were singled out fay the 
Hutu militiamen who struck in 
Uganda’s Bwindi National Park 
are gruesome. They echo the 
selection of all those hopeless 
Tutsis for death by machete in 
1994. 

Yesterday Anne Peltier, 
France's deputy nmhassarinr to 
Uganda, who escaped the at- 
tack, relayed another message 
from the kidnappers. The 
interahamwe were unhappy 
with America and Britain for 
supporting Rwanda’s new 
Tutsi-led government “against 


the ethnic Hutu majority” 

Ms Peltier; had managed to 
negotiate the freeing of 
hostages of other nationalities. 

Rwanda’s government is un- 
doubtedly led by the minority 
Tutsis. That is not the democ- 
ratic ideal bat then this is a 
country where the majority 
tried to wipe out their minori- 
ty c ou ntrymen. And the gov- 
ernment nan claim to be 
at temp tin g rprv tnrflifltin n More 
than half its minist ers are' mod- 
erate Hutus. 

America and Britain strong- 
ly support the new regime, fill- 


ing a diplomatic gap left by the 
French. France was a strong 
supporter of the Hutu govern- 
ment which presided over the 
genocide, and its troops stand 
accused of helping tens of thou- 
sand of Hutu murderers escape 
into exile in Congo after the 
killing s in the infamous Oper- 
ation Turquoise. 

France is hated fay the new 
Rwandan regime. And the 
Hutu extremists, who continue 
to incite Hutus to rise up and 
complete the genocide, hate the 
British and Americans for sup- 
porting the new government 


The murders in Bwindi Park 
are power to the Rwandan 
regime's refusal to negotiate 
with the desperate remnants of 

fha H im 1 miWHas qrhn all hnt (fe- 

stroyed the country in 1994. 

The only “political” objective 
of tiie interahamwe seems to be 
the completion of its Final So- 
lution. The Rwandan govern- 
ment compares speaking to 
the interahamwe to asking the 
Jews to negotiate with the 
Nans in the Second World War 
On yesterday’s showing, who 
would disagree? 

Cook's statement, page 8 


Foreign Office ‘was right’ 
in not issuing a warning 


by Andrew buncombe 


THE WORLD S RISKIEST DESTINATIONS 



UNTIL YESTERDAY'S tragic 
events, Uganda had positioned 
itself among a group of coun- 
tries offering tourists adventure 
holidays that reach the upper 
limits of what is risky and ex- 
hilarating, without tipping over 
into the life-threatening. 

In shunning mass-market 
destinations, visitors to such 
countries undoubtedly see 
themselves as explorers rather 
’ than tourists. Uganda had cor- 
nered the market by being able 
to offer possible sightings of 
rare mountain gorillas, in its 
Impenetrable Forest National 
Park. The only other places the 
gorillas may be seen - the De- 
mocratic Republic of the Congo 
and Rwanda - are already off- 
limits as sensible destinations. 

Now south-west Uganda is 
included in those parts of the 
world that are “out of bounds”. 
Following the kidnappings in 
Uganda, the Foreign Office up- 
dated its advice on the country, 
warning travellers to stay away 
from the border areas with the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo and Rwanda. 

\festerday. Foreign Office 
minister Baroness Symons 
said: “The advice we have put 
*|ut on this obviously has had to 
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take into account the appalling 
incident that has happened 
and we have advised against all 
travel to the border area." 

She said the Fbreign Office 
had been correct in not previ- 
ously issuing a blanket warning 
against travelling to the area. 

“The Foreign Office advice 
has to be based on facts. For- 
eign Office advice was that 
rebels have been periodically 
active in this area, although re- 
cently the situation has been 

peaceful. 

“We did say this can change 
very quickly and that anybody 
who wanted to travel up-coun- 
tjy should seek advice from our 
High Commission. That was 
factually correct advice.” 


At the moment the Foreign 
Office's consular division lists 
17 countries, or provinces with- 
in countries, where it express- 
ly advises against all travel. 

Some of these, such as 
Afghanistan, Algeria and the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, are obvious danger 
spots. Others, such as the west- 
ern Sahara mid Sri Lanka, are 
less obvious. 

All, however; are deemed 
too dangerous for travel as a re- 
sult of civil conflicts and, in 
some cases - such as that of 
Chechnya - the fbreign Office 
considers them so dangerous 
that it does not even base any 
officials there. 

In addition to these 17 “no- 


go" countries, the Foreign Of- 
fice lists a number of places 
which it advises people not to 
travel to unless on “essential 
business". These include An- 
gola and Rwanda. 

Like the Foreign Office, pri- 
vate international security 
firms, such as Control Risks, 
provide advice for companies 
operating in the developing 
world. 

“Wte update the situations in 
120 countries on a daity basis," 
said Mara McNeil Sinclairs, 
head of business development 
at Control Risks. 

“This is done from a range 
of information - people on the 
ground, news reports, as well 
as our specialist knowledge 


Mv escape from the Hutus 
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COVIINUKD FROM FRONT 
some other captives from the 
other camps, marched them up 
and asked them what nation- 
ality they were. If they were 
British or American. 

"The group holding the 
British people treated them 
' quite badly A British SHTg* 
sitting next to mo, but I didnj 
dare make a tat of ore. contact 
with him so l just looked down. 
1 could sec he had purple toe- 
hails from being beaten. Tnc 
rebels holding my group were 
hot v«y hostile- They had me 
at gunpoint, but when they loot’ 
ed my cabin they actually ga' *• 
me mv glasses, passport ana 
ticket when I asked for them- 


“W0 were being marched 
up the hill and after a while I 
faked an asthma attack. I start- 
ed coughing. I took out an in- 
haler and started using it- 1 was 
taldnga risk butl thought it was 
worth it. 

“One of the group leaders 
then spoke to them in French 
and explained my problem. I 
don't know why they let me go. 
They could have shot me, but 
they didn’t I also asked for my 
shoes and they gave them to 
me But the British people 

were being forced to walkbare- 

fooL They were quite a young 

^■They were really after the 
British and the Americans. 


There was a man with dual 
British and American nation- 
ality who was asked where he 
was from, he said he was Aus- 
tralian. There was also a 
woman who was Swiss who 
said she was a Swiss national. 
Hus seemed to cause confu- 
sion as these people [the 
guerrillas] did -not seem to 
know about Australia and 
Switzerland. They were both 
released. 

“I was just glad to get out. I 
did not realty have time to be 
scared. It was onty afterwards 
it hit me how bad it was.” 

Another American woman, 
Elizabeth Garland,' who had 
been working as a gorilla re- 


searcher, also described the 
horror of the attack. “There 
were explosions and a lot of 
gunfire. The rebels were 
speaking French and Kin- 
yarwanda, a local dialect 

“They did not make any de- 
mands but they talked about 
why they were interested in 
taking American and British 
hostages - because of the 
American and Anglo-Saxon 
backing for the Tutsi minority 
government over the Hutu ma- 
jority in Rwanda.” 

Ms Garland managed to 
hide in the bush and returned 
to Kampala on Monday evening 
with the others who had been 
freed by the interahamwe. 
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Gaddafi says 


a Lockerbie 


deal is ‘near’ 


THE LIBYAN leader; Colonel 
Muammar Gaddafi, yesterday 
made his dearest statement so 
far that he is prepared to hand 
over two Lockerbie bombing 

suspects. In an unusually pos- 
itive statement he said; “A final 
agreement is near. I ask the 
Libyan people to trust South 
.African President Nelson Man- 
dela and Saudi Arabia, who 
asked us to accept [the deall. 

"In fact Mandela's word is for 
me stronger than a Security 
Council resolution ... and I 
have a written letter signed by 
l Saudi) Crown Prince Abdullah 
with assurances.** 

The United Nations is cur- 
rently awaiting Col Gaddafi's 
decision whether to hand the 
men over for trial by Scottish 
judges in a special court in the 
Netherlands. In his speech, 
broadcast live by Libyan tele- 
vision, Col Gaddafi added: “It is 
not possible to doubt the fair- 
ness of a Scottish court be- 
cause it would not be exposed 
to pressures from intelligence 
services nor to a British Gov- 
ernment order over whatever 
ruling. It would not include 
jurors and would sit in the 
Netherlands not in Britain." 

In the broadcast Col 


BY PAUL LASHMAR 


Gaddafi said a Saudi envoy had 
arrived in Libya yesterday and 
that President Mandela and 
the Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, had spoken to him as 
part of international efforts to 
reach a deal on Lockerbie. 

However one diplomat in 
the region said that Col Gaddafi 
still seemed undecided over 
whether to surrender the two 
men, Abdel Basset al-Megrahi 
and Laraen Khalifa Fhimah. 
who are accused of placing a 
bomb aboard Pan Am flight 103 
which exploded above Locker- 
bie on 12 December; 1988. 

Dr Jim Swire, a spokesman 
for the British families of those 
killed in the bombing said yes- 
terday; “This looks very 
promising. This is Gaddafi him- 
self spontaneously agreeing 
that agreement is near. 

“It is very encouraging that 
he is saying to the Libyan peo- 
ple that the reassurances of 
Mandela, the Saudis and the 
Egyptians should encourage 
them to accept." But Dr Swire 
pointed out that the statement 
had been through several 
translations and advised some 
caution. “He hasn’t said whathe 


means by ‘near 9 . But it is all 
very promising." A Fb reign 
Office spokesman said, “We 
hope file suspects will now be 
handed oven We have done all 
we can to persuade Libya that 
there is no hidden agenda." 

Reports at the weekend that 
Britain and America had given 
Libya a 30-day deadline to hand 
over the two ’suspects in the 
Lockerbie bombing case have 
been denied. Dr Swire, had ini- 
tially said that the deadline 
was “very unhelpful 71 but now 
says he believes that claims of 
such a deadline were media 
“spin” from New York. “1 have 
spoken to the Eb reign Office at 
some length,** he said “and 
they have assured me it is not 
a 30 day deadline.” 

The Fbreign Office said the 
30 day timeframe was not a 
deadline but “a reasonable 
period of time” in which to 
respond The reports followed 
a letter sent late last week by 
the UN Secretary-General, Kofi 
Annan, to Col Gaddafi. 

After a number of conces- 
sions in recent weeks the 
Libyans have yet to make a final 
decision but yesterday’s speech 
suggests Col Gaddafi may soon 
agree to hand the two men oven 





Pupils from New End Primary; London, at yesterday’s launch at S£ John’s, Smith Square, of Schoolsong 2000, for school choirs 


John Vbos 


Skin expert warns of sunbed danger 


A LEADING skin specialist 
warned yesterday that UV-pow- 
ered sunbeds could cause 
permanent Homage to the gkin 
and said he would call for them 
to be banned if they were not 
already so widespread. 

Professor John Hawk, con- 
sultant dermatologist at St 
Thomas' Hospital in London, 
said iq) to 60 percent of people 


BY JEREMY LAUHANCE 

Health Editor 


using sunbeds twice a week for 
more than two years could be 
at risk of skin cancer and other 
complaints. 

Speaking at the launch of a 
Health Education Authority 
campaign on the risks of sun- 
beds, Professor Hawk said a 
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ban on sunbeds was “impossi- 
ble atpresenf because, “there 
are huge commercial pres- 
sures from the manufac turers 
who have a lot of influence”. 

Sunbed manufacturers dis- 
missed his r*larma | saying tha t 

sunbeds were still safer than 
natural tanning outdoors. 

Professor Hawk said "Sun- 
beds have onfy been around for 


20 years and it can take up to 20 
to 30 years for skin cancers to 
develop." He added; “We have 
been told for years that sunbeds 

are safe but they are not” 

A Health Education Author- 
ity survey found more than three 
million people in the UK had 
used a sunbed in the past yean 
Manufacturers insisted that 
strict safeg uards meant their 


products were safe to use. A 
statement from The Sunbed As- 
sociation said: “Obtaining a 
suntan ... through the sensible 
use of a sunbed, is undoubted- 
ly a more responsible approach 
to getting a suntan than over- 
exposure to natural sunlight" 
More than 40,000 people are 


year; 2,000 (fie from the disease. 


Beef ban may not 
be lifted until June 


THE WORLD-WIDE export ban 
on British beef will stay in 
place at least until summed be- 
cause of government delays in 
meeting fee conditions to which 
it agreed last yean 

Despite file fanfare which 
greeted the decision, in princi- 
ple to lift the embargo, officials 
believe June is the earliest ex- 
ports could resume, several 
months later than predicted. 
And the Conservatives said the 
emergence of a letter from the 
ChiefVeterinary Officer raised 
the possibility that the Prime 
Minister had misled the Com- 
mons on the issue last week. 

Last Wednesday Tony Blair 
said the UK had “of course in- 
vited the inspectors" but an in- 
vitation from the Chief 
Veterinary Officer; James Scu- 
damore, appears to have been 
faxed to the European Com- 
mission the following day. It 
suggests the inspection team 
may be invited dining the week 
of 29 March or 5 April, the first 
step in a process expected to 
take two months. 

Under the deal the Govern- 
ment has to invite EU inspec- 
tors to verity that all the 
conditions are in place. They 
are stringent enough to deter 
almost all abattoirs, because 
those which want to export 
meat must devote their work 
exclusively to that market 
They also need to put in place 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 


a tra cking system for cattle 
which proves they were bom 
after August 1996, the date by 
which contaminated foodstuff 
had been banned in Ihe UK. 

Inspectors wiB have to com- 
pile a reportto be discussed by 
the Commission. That will be 
followed hyconadaatkm by the 
Standing veterinary Commit- 
tee, followed by a proposal from 
the Commission, expected to 
result in lifting the ban. 

In the letter Mr Scudamore 
asked for the normal 26-day pe- 
riod for drawing up the report 
to be condensed to 10 days. 

Yesterday the Commission 
said the sfippage was due to the 
Government, adding: “Theban 
has been in their court.” 

Another official refused to 
confirm whether the 10-day 
procedure would be adopted, 
adding: “There is an emer- 
gency procedure. Sometimes 
we follow that procedure, some- 
times we do not” 

Whatever the timing, the 
quantity ofbeef exported when 
the ban is lifted is likely to be 
tiny, because the Government 
has found few abattoirs inter- 
ested in faying to rebuild export 
markets. With consumer re- 
sistance to British beef hi gh, 
few abattoirs feel that the in- 
vestment is justified. 


Tim Yeo, shadow agricul- 
ture minister; said: “ It is three 
months since the much-trum- 
peted announcement that the 
ban was being lifted and it is 
going to be at least another 
three months before exports 
take place. There is also a 
question about whether the ... 
Commons was misled.” 

A spokesman for the Min- 
istry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food said that “one or 
two" abattoirs had been iden- 
tified for inspectors to visit 
■The hotel in Newport where 
the Prince of Wales was served 
banned beef on the bone suf- 
fered another blow when its 
head chef resigned yesterday. 
Eddie Fitzpatrick joined the 
hotel as executive chef from the 
Ritz Carlton in Barcelona a 
few weeks ago. 

Although he (fid not prepare 
the beef, he supervised all the 
chefs at the hotel, indwfingTte- 
for Jones, who cooked the joint 
so publicly sampled by Prince 
Charles and the Secretary of 
State for Wales, Alun Michael 

The hotel has apologised far 
any “embarrassment" caused 
to the Prince of Woles and Mr 
Mi c h a e l, who said they had in- 
advertently eaten the meat, 
but it has not staved off possi- 
ble prosecution by environ- 
ment health officers, who have 
launched an investigation into 
the incident 


In Brief 


Displaced islanders to sue Britain 

ISLANDERS FROM the Indian Ocean, protesting against 
their removal from their homes 30 years ago to make way 
for an American military base, are taking the British 
Government to the High Court They were moved from 
the British territoxy of Diego Garcia in the late Sixties. 
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By jon Smith 


Boys of 13 on rape charge 

TWO boys aged 13 have been charged with raping a girl of 
12, police said yesterday. They have been given 
conditional bail and are to appear at Doncaster youth 
court on 1 April. The charges follow an alleged incident in 
Lakeside Boulevard, Doncaster; an 20 February. 


No prosecution for riot death 

NO ONE should be prosecuted for the death of a woman 
during a riot on a housing estate in Lincoln last 
September; the Crown Prosecution Service announced 
yesterday. A police woman had been accused of hitting 
Rosemary jyfe 37, with a lump of wood. 


London’s bad for the young 

MANY London teenagers think the capital is unhealthy, 
with poor air quality, too much traffic and dirty streets, a 
survey by health policy think-tank the Bong's EUnd, 
showed yesterday. Two-thirds of those aged 16 to 19 
believe London will be even more unhealthy in five years. 


Yvonne Roberts 


It’s a tale of slap and 
fickle - and it’s bound 
to end in tears 


THE HOME Secretary, Jack 
Straw, Last night said grand-' 
mothers could be some of the 
most effective members of 
society in his war against the 
“walk-on-by” culture. 

In an interview on the BBC 
News Online website he urged 
people not to put themselves at 
risk by tackling hooligans, but 
he stressed: “Some of the most 
effective people at tackling 
these youngsters are grand- 
mothers because they know 
how to deal with these lads. 

“On the whole, you don't hit 
your mother; you don’t hit 
women.” 

Mr Straw also recounted 
one of his own run-ins with 
criminals. “If you're faced with 
someone who is being chased 
down a turning as I was four 
years ago and someone 
shouts, ‘Stop him, he’s just 
robbed somebody! 9 , you've got 
to make a very quidk decision. 

“I stopped him. I' had a 
vague recollection of how I 
rugby-tackled 20 years before 
and it worked. It may not have 
done. He may have had a knife 
with him, but there you are." 
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Art owners 
told to allow 
public access 
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OWNERS OF artworks who 
have escaped inheritance tax by 
promising public access to their 
homes are to be told they must 
advertise their opening hours 
nationally. 

After years of complaints 
that many of the treasures re- 
mained locked away from pub- 
lic gaze, officials are to write to 
more than 700 owners de- 
: mflnrfmg to know how they will 
ensure people learn about 
them. The collections include 
three Rodin sculptures, a Pi- 
casso, four Renoirs, twenty 
Constables and two Goyas. 
Among the owners who bene- 
- T fit are the Duke of Roxburghe, 
who recently “donated" a 
' £600,000 portrait of one of his an- 
cestors under the scheme. 

The revelation follows a re- 
port out today from the National 
Audit Office, which says just one 
in six of the works of art re- 
ceives a visitor each yean Al- 
though more than' 20,000 
sculptures, paintings, draw- 
ings and other objects are list- 
ed on an Inland Revenue 
website, the proportion of 
works visited fell last year from 
one in five, the report says. 

In most cases, the comput- 
erised register does not say 
where the artwork is kept but 
gives the address of an agent 
Seven out of ten owners de- 


By Fran Abrams 
Westminster Correspondent 

mand references before dis- 
closing their addresses. Own- 
ers have complained that if 
their addresses are published 
they will be vulnerable to art 
thieves. 

The audit, office found one 
quarter of visits took more than 
two months to arrange and 
most visitors were profession- 
al researchers rather than just 
art lovers. One Inland Rev- 
enue agent waited three 
months for an appointment to 
see some portraits. An a gen t 
acting for the owner denied 
knowing about the paintings 
and then demanded a reference 
before making an appointment 

Since 1984, owners have 
been able to defer their 40 per 
cent inheritance tax in return 
for an undertaking to protect 
national heritage assets. Under 
the scheme, they had to make 
the artworks available to the 
public by appointment 

Stricter regulations intro- 
duced last year now malw* it 
compulsory for owners to ad- 
vertise regular opening hours. 
They must do so thro ugh their 
local tourist board, on a notice 
board outside their home and 
in either Hudson’s Historic 
Houses and Gardens or Jo- 


hansens Historic Houses, Cas- 
tles and Gardens. 

However; the audit office 
found that of 31 owners who had 
more than 100 tax-exempt 
works, 25 bad never received a 
visit Most owners believed 
they were supplying enough in- 
formation about their posses- 
sions and some resented the 
idea that they might be 
checked. “I have signed an un- 
dertaking. That should be suf- 
ficient” one owner told the 
audit office team. 

A spokeswoman for the In- 
land Revenue said a review of 
all the artworks would take 
place this year; with owners 
being asked to pre plain their 
pians for regular opening hours 
and wider advertising. Because 
owners would be forced to ad- 
vertise there were plans to 
phase out the computerised 
register altogether; she added. 
■ One of Britain’s finest col- 
lections of Dutch Old Masters 
will be taken from its perma- 
nent home in the National 
Gallery in London for a tour to 
Southampton and Leeds, tiring 
a lottery grant of £8W00 award- 
ed yesterday. The Heritage 
Lottery FUnd announced a te- 
ther £3 An of funding for 22 pro- 
jects in En g land and Northern 
Ireland, bringing the total 
awarded to more than £l-2bn. 



Fugitive, 10, found in US 
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A 1 0-YEAR- OLD boy thought to 
be Britain's youngest fugitive 
has been found in America, 
police said yesterday. 

The boy, who cannot be 
named for legal reasons, had 
been due to appear in court at 
Banbury'. Oxfordshire, last 
week, accused of assault, 
attempted robbery and pos- 
session of an offensive weapon. 

When he foiled to answer the 
summons, a warrant was 
issued for his arrest and police 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 

began searching for him. He 
has now been found in Detroit, 
Mi chigan, with his father. 

A spokesman for Thames 
Valley Police said: “He has 
been traced to an address in the 
United States where he has 
been, with his father; since 
before tile court appearance.” 

Inspector Robin Gardner of 
Banbury police said* “The next 
step fc to work out what action 


to take. The decision will be 
made with' advice from the 
Crown Prosecution Service, 
social services and the court.” 

Hany Fletcbei; the assistant 
general secretary of the 
National Association of Pro- 
bation Officers, said: “Tt would 
be best to try to persuade the 
father that it is in the bat 
interests of the child to return 
to Britain and foce the conse- 
quences of what he is alleged 
to have done.” 





The old Oasis, with Tony McCarroll (top left) 


Sacked Oasis 
drummer in 
£600,000 deal 


Tony McCarroll leaves court yesterday (above) with cash, but only memories of pop 
glory tike early Beatle Pete Best (below, second from left) Peter Macdiarmul 



LIFE MAY well imitate art but 
although Oasis have admitted 
their musical debt to the Bea- 
ties, no one expected them to 
mirror their lives quite so close- 
ly as welL 

Just as Pete Best was 
sacked from the F!ab Fbur in 
1962, SO the dr umm er Tony 
McCarroll waved goodbye to 
fam e and glory in 1995 when he 
was dismissed from Oasis. 

Both men even chose the 
same lawyer, Jens Hills, when 
they went to court to claim their 
share of the royalties. Mr Mc- 
Carroll was daiming 20 per cent 
of the band's earnings - a fig- 
ure put variously at between 
£10m and £i8m. 

He appeared in court yes- 
terday for the opening round of 
what was shaping up as one of 
the most sensational trials in 
the pop music. 

But Mr McCarroll was again 
dpnipd his 15 minutes of fame 
when the case was settled al- 
most immediately. 

Jonathan Rayner- James QC 
told the judge: “I am happy to 
tell you that the parties have 
come to terms and that will re- 
solve all matters between the 
parties." 

Far from becoming an in- 
stant millionaire, Mr McCarroll 
had agreed to forgo future roy- 
alties and had accepted a lump 
sum of £600,000 for the songs he 
had played on. 

Nearly three years ago Mr 
Hills won £2m for Mr Best, the 
drummer on several tracks of 
the Beatles’ anthology album. 
Yesterday, to the disappoint- 
ment of a handful of fans who 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 

had queued for an hour to en- 
sure a place in court 17 at the 
High Court, the brothers Gal- 
lagher did not appear 

After the hearing Mr Mc- 
Carroll said he was glad it was 
all over He lost his job four 
years ago after a personality 
dash with Noel Gallagher and 
allegations that he took no in- 
terest in improving his “poor” 
drumming. 

As he left court Mr McCar- 
roll said he was totally happy 
and he was working in re- 
hearsal studios in Manchester 
teaching drumming to young 
hopefuls. Asked if be had buried 
the hatchet with therestofthe 
band, be said: “No, I don't talk 
to them any more.” 

In a rare interview recently, 
he said he had been sacked in 
a three-minute phone call from 
the manag er, Marcus Russell, 
but he blamed Noel 

“At the end of the day it was 
he who made the decision for 
me to gp. He [Nod] approached 
the band and said, ‘Tony's 
gone’” 

The Beatles’ manager; Brian 
Epstein, had called Pete Best 
into his office 33 years earlier 
and told him he was being re- 
placed by Bingo Stare “The lads 
want you out,” be said. 

When Mr McCarroll found 
out he had been replaced by 
Alan White, a session musician 
and tiie only Londoner in the 
group, he approached Mr Hills 
seeking money for being 
unlawfully expelled from the 
partnership”. 


you’ll find some monster 
savings on books at 
amazon.co.uk 
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Woman saw Jews marched to death 


A WOMAN who was forced by 
the Nazis to act as a witness to 
their atrocities told Britain’s 
first war crimes trial yesterday 
how she watched hundreds of 
Jews being marched to their 
deaths. 

Galina Puchkina was aged 
12 when the Nazis made her 
watch as Jews were forced to 
undress and then herded along 
the so-called •'route of death" 
in the Nazi-occupied town of 
Domachevo in Belarus. Later 
she would hear the sound of 
machine-gun fire. 

Mrs Puchkina, 63. told the 


BY ANDREW BUNCOMBE 

Old Bailey she and her sister 
had been attending a Catholic 
church in Domachevo on the 
morning of the Jewish Day of 
Atonement in 1942. Soldiers 
grabbed them and took diem to 
a bill overlooking the town's 
Jewish ghetto, she said. 

In front of them they saw 
hundreds of men, women and 
children. They could hear quite 
dearly the sound of them dy- 
ing and shouting. 

Speaking through a Russian 
interpreter; Mrs Puchkina said: 


They were all being taken to 
them deaths. There were tots of 
them -about 2,000. 

They were herded away - 
as we watched them. We were 
afraid ourselves. After the first 
group were led away, I heard 
the sound of machine-gun fire. 
After the third, the Germans 
told us to go home We did. My 
sister took ffi^timmediate^y- 
she was three years youngen" 

The court has previously 
been told that 2,900 Jews were 
murdered that day, before 
being buried in mass graves in 
sand hiEs on the outskirts of the 


town. When locals visited the 
siteafew days lata; the ground 
was soaked with blood 
Mrs Puchkina was giving 
evidence during the trial of An- 
thony Sawoniuk, 77, who is al- 


while working as a police offi- 
cer in Domachevo during the 
German occupation of Belarus 
between 1941 and 1944. Be is ac- 
cused of murdering up to 20 
Jews while organising “search 
and Ml* operations on behalf of 
the Nazis after the massacre in 
September 1942. 

Mr Sawoniuk, a former 


British Rafl ticket coDectornbw 
living in south London, denies 
the charges. 

Yesterday Mrs Puchkina 
said Mr Sawoniuk had served 
with the Nazis’ locally recruit- 
ed police force from the outset 
"Judging from how he behaved 
afterwards, I believe he joined 
voluntarily,” she said 

Another woman from a near- 
by village said she namnriy es- 
caped death after being 
mistaken for a Jew by a Ger- 
man ami a local policeman 
whom she knew as Andrusha- 
the nickname of Mr Sawoniuk. 


Pedoraiakimuk, 72, told the 
court she cut herself acciden- 
tally vrinle workingin the fields 
with a sickle. She said her 
mother had bound the wound 
with a rag soaked in iodine. 
"But the iodine came through 
the rag and there was a yellow 
mark on my arm," Mrs 

Yalcrmn lr tnM flip nmn-t through 

a Ukrainian interpreter 
The Jews would wear yel- 
low arm bands. At the time An- 

dn ^s hfl TO m allnng alnpgM'th 

a German, They saw me and 
started shouting 'Jude, Jude’ 
(Jew. Jewi wife the intention of 


making me stop. I stopped 

and they grabbed me and start- 


T was crying and tossing 
their feet, explaining, Tam not 
a Jew.* He knew me very well, 
but did not protect me. An- 
drusha did not protect me. I 
was on my knees, kissing the 
German's feet. 

“When he realised, the Ger- 
man pulled off the bandage 
and saw what it was and let me 
go. 

Tt was about a week after 
the massacre of the Jews." 

The trial continues. 



Galina Puchkina; "They 
were herded away* 



Triumphant 
Bainbridge 
enunciates 
her mind 


THE NOVELIST Beryl Bain- 
bridge won a major literary 
prize yesterday and followed it 
with m usings that are unlikely 
to be beaten forpolitical incor- 
rectness in the whole of the 
prize-giving season. 

First she called for elocution 
lessens to be made compulso- 
ry in schools. In case that was 
not politically incorrect enough. 
Ms Bainbridge then guaranteed 
the wrath of her home city. 

Although she is one of Liv- 
erpool's most famous daugh- 
ters, the 64-year-old writer and 
former actress urged that all 
young people from the city en- 
deavour to lose the Liverpool 
accent, which she described as 
“nasal" and “stupid". 

Exuberant at winning the 
£10,000 WH Smith Literary 
Award for her novel Master 
Geargie after missing out on 
the Booker and Whitbread 
prizes, Ms Bainbridge never- 
theless played down both the 
value of book prizes and tiie love 
of reading in Britain. 

Receiving her prize from 
the Arts minister Alan 
Hbwarth. who is promoting the 
Government's “Year of Read- 
ing", she said that she did not 
believe that the percentage of 


by David Lister 

Arte News Editor 

the papulation now reading 
novels was much greater than 
it was in Dickens' time. 

“Sometimes I wonder 
whether Tm being given prizes 
at my age out of sympathy or 
pity ... Fm rather fortunate 
that all these thing s that are 
happening to me in the last two 
or three years are happening 
late enough for me not to take 
them too seriously," she said 

Speaking later, she ex- 
plained why she did not take 
book prizes too seriously, and 
did so with a reasoning unlike- 
ly to be endorsed by Mr 
Howarth, her home city or the 
nation's largest bookseller, 
which was giving the prize 

She said: “Tm not sure that 
prizes have a great deal of ef- 
fect on the majority of people 
but then the majority of people 
are uneducated. 

“When I grew up in Liver- 
pool in the Forties, I was in the 
Young Communists League at 
the age of 12, and it was peo- 
ple who were interested in pol- 
itics who encouraged me. to 
read. 

“What would help England 





Beryl Bainbridge with her prize-winning novel: ‘What would help England now would be to have elocution lessons In schools’ Ibm Craig 


nowwould be to have elocution 
lessons in all schools. I had elo- 
cution lessons from the age. of 
11. 1 went with Jean Alexander 
[who played Hilda Ogden in 
Coronation Street) and they 


help you, not just to speak, but you publish a newspaperlike 
to enjoy language and reading. The Sun." 


The uneducated ao9 cannot 
spin out a sentence. You can- 
not have ah education system 
that works for the majority if 


As part of h$5r drfte for eto: 


alect,” she said, “xtfsnasal and 
that’s what they should get rid 
at My. father didn't have that 


ration for all, .she. advocated- stupid Lwerpool aceent, 


that Iiverpudliaiis should lose 
their accent “It’s not a di- 


' *^tave jtou ever Hstened to 
(bon on Brookside? They draft 


speak the En glish language ." 

Mr Howarth said that he 
had been delighted to present 
Ms Bainbridge with her cheque 
and noted that it had been an 
excellent lunch. 


Commons debates the deadly danger of asteroids 


MEMBERS OF Parliament will 
have an opportunity today to 
discuss the end of the world as 
we know it when the}' debate 
the prospect of the Earth being 
hit by an asteroid 
Lembit Opik. the Liberal 
Democrat MP for Mont- 
gomeryshire, has been granted 
parliamentary time fora debate 
on the threat posed to civilisa- 
tion by the future impact of a 
chunk of wandering space rock. 


BY STEVE CONNOR 
Science Editor 

Professor Mark Bailey, the 
director of the Armagh Obser- 
vatory in Northern Ireland is 
supporting Mr Opik in trying to 
raise the Government's aware- 
ness of an event that could 
ruin global agriculture by re- 
leasing millions of tons of dust 
into the atmosphere and blot- 
ting out the Sun “Major cosmic 


impacts don't occur very often, 
but when they do they have the 
potential to toll billions of peo- 
ple,” Professor Bailey said 
“An object one kilometre in 
diameter is generally accepted 
to be big enough to cause global 
devastation. No matter where 
they hit, they’ll have a global 
effect" Professor Bailey said 
It is believed that a giant 
asteroid smashed into the Gulf 
of Mexico 63 million years ago 


and tilled off the dinosaurs. A 
much smaller object destroyed 
hundreds of square miles of 
forest when it exploded over 
Siberia nearly LOO years ago. 

Estimates of the number of 
asteroids bigger than one kilo- 
metre across have increased in 
the past 10 years through learn- 
ing more about the orbits of 
near-Earth objects, he said 

Astronomers calculate there 
are at least 2,000 such objects 


that at some time will pass 
across the Earth’s orbital path 
around the Sun, making it like- 
ly that at least rae of them will 
strike the planet every 100,000 
years. 

Jonathan Thte, director of 
Spaceguard UK, an organisa- 
tion defeated to raising aware- 
ness about asteroid collisions, 
said the chances ofbeing killed 
by an asteroid impact is twice 
as high as dying in an aircraft 


crash. The whole subject suf- 
fers from a substantia] giggle 
factor However; it’s now tech- 
nically possible to avoid, or at 
least mitigate the effects of 
impacts,” he said 
The most threatening ob- 
jects arise from the main as- 
teroid belt of the Solar System, 
between Mars and Jupiter; and 
their movements can be 
tracked from Earth using mil- 
itary satellites, Professor Bai- 


ley said ‘Asteroid collisions can 
be predicted and can be po- 
tentially averted A nuclear 
explosion just off the surface of 
the object is possibly the way it 
could be done,” he said 
Last year scientists warned 
that a large asteroid could pass 
relatively dose to Earth in 2028. 
Travelling at l7,OOOmph, the 
asteroid would release the 
same energy as several nuclear 
bombs if it hit the Earth. 
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Police 

. ■. i 

warn of fe 
illegal 
cloning 


BY JASON BENNETTO 
Crime Correspondent 

AN ILLEGAL trade in cloned 
body parte and genetically 
e ngin eered children has been 
identified by an elite British 
police squad as afuture market 
for organised crime. 

Hie head of a new research 
unit at the National Criminal 
intellig ence Service (NCIS) also 
issued a warning yesterday 
about money laundering and2r 
l egai gambling on the Internet 
as well as a potential new ad- 
diction to "virtual realty drugs”. 

Crime groups are already 
becoming involved in the 
international sale of transplant 
organs, such as kidneys, said 
Robert Hall, the head of analy- 
sis at NCIS. “Genetic com- 
merce also has a very lucrative 
potential not only for the sci- 
entists but also the unscrupu- 
lous practitioner or criminal 
who wishes to make easy 
money. At its simplest, there is 
the organised criminal who 
sells illegally acquired, genet- 
ically engineered body parts. 

“At the more complex, there 
is the bogus agent offering 
gene therapy to the unwary or 
desperate parent, or even cus- 
tomising genetic chang es into 
a newly conceived child.” 

Speaking yesterday at a con- 
ference on international crime 
held in London, Mr Hall 
described some of the devel- 
opments that could be illegally 
traded in the future. “By 2020, 
95 per cent of human borty 
parte could be replaceable by 
laboratory-grown organs. Clon- 
ing will enable parents to select 
and improve the character and 
health of their children.” 

The NCIS is also investigat- 
ing organised crime’s role in en- 
vironmental issues, such as 
dumping toxic waste, and the 
trade in endangered species. 

There is evidence that toxic 
dumping is very prevalent in 
the United States. We know it 
happens here, but we do not yet 
know the extent of the prob- 
lem,” Mr Hall said. 
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BY David Lister 
Arts News Editor 


THE SOUNDBITE has been ac- 
knowledged as equally impor* 
in the histoty of the 20th 
ASentuiyas the seminal political 
®eech or the utterances 
gtiflhe greatest scientists and in- 
.^entors. 

T bepap erback edition of 
' r&e Oxford Dictionary <# 20th 
-£entury Quotations is pub- 
■fished at the end of the year, and 
compilers have “Gone to 
3poifc on an egg”, setting up a 
. generous section on advertis- 
; tag slogans bound to irritate 
novelists, and parents already 
driven to distraction by children 
mimicking TV catchphrases. 

Alas, Salman Rushdie’s 
“Naughty but Nice" from his 
-brief sojourn as a copywriter 
fails to make the Oxford. He has 
to be satisfied with the less 
catchy quote from bus post- 
advertising days: “One of the 
things a writer is for is to say 
the unsayable, speak the un- 
speakable and ask difficult 
questions.” 

Elizabeth Knowles, the Dic- 
tionary editor; says: “it is pos- 
sible to see different forms of 
source becoming dominant In 




"Never in the field of human conflict was 
so much owed by so many to so few" 

Winston Churchill on the Battle of 
Britain, House of Commons, 1940 


“That’s one small step for man, one 
giant leap for mankind" 

Neil Armstrong, 1 969 


“You cannot be serious" 

John McEnroe to a Wimbledon 
umpire, 1981 


“Eat my shorts" 

Bart Simpson, 1990 and onwards 


"Go to work on an egg" 

British Egg Marketing Board, 1 957 


the first half of the century the 
major sources of quotation 
came from the written word in 
poetry, plays and novels, or the 
spoken word through the medi- 
um of major speeches on formal 
occasions. Latterly, the possible 
canon has widened to include 
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Smoking 
rising for 
first time 
since 1972 
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BRITAIN'S BIGGEST cigarette 
manufacturer yesterday 
claimed that adult smoking 
was on the increase for the 
first time in a generation, fu- 
elled by a flood of cheap, boot- 
legged' imports. 

Gallaher. which produces 
the Benson & Hedges and Silk 
Cut brands, said the proportion 
id British adults who smbfee cig- 
arettes rose from 22.3 percent 
to 23.2 per cent last year. The 
rise equates to half a million 
more adult smokers. 

The company says the high 
levels of duty imposed on to- 
bacco in the UK meant a typi- 
cal packet of 20 cigarettes costs 
£3.60 compared with £160 on the 
black markeL The Government 
is committed to above-inflation 
rises in tobacco duty each year 
to help curb smoking. Gallaher 
said it had given its findings to 
the Government ahead of next 
week's Budget: "Our message 
to the Government, is that if you 
are doing this to reduce smok- 
ing, it’s not working." 

Gallaher denied that cut- 
ting duty levels would also lead 
to a rise in smoking. “It is bet- 
ter to have control of the mar- 
ket. . . so we can stop the selling 
of cigarettes to children." a 
spokesman claimed. 

But pressure groups blamed 
the rise in smoking on promo- 
tion by the tobacco companies. 
A spokeswoman for the anti- 
smoking pressure group Ash 
said: "The companies have 
been targeting students by con- 
centrating their marketing 
around nightclubs and ha nd i n g 
out free cigarettes at promo- 
tional events. Wc know there 
has been a rise in smoldng 


By Nigel Cope and 
Jeremy Laurance 

i 

among teenagers and those in 
their early twentiesbut it is not 
bootlegging that is responsible.” 

If the rise claimed by Galla- 
her is confirmed it will be the 
reversal of a downward trend. 
Smoking has been declining j 
steadily at about 1 per cent a 
year since 1972 when half the I 
population were regular smok- j 
ers. Latest figures for 1997 , 
show28 per cent of women and 
29 per cent of mm smoke. 

A survey by Mints! last year 
gave the first sign that the 25- 
year fall in smoking had 
stopped. It suggested the over- 
all number of smokers had 
risen slightly. New official fig- 
ures will not be published until 
Later this year There was a blip 
in the figures in 1996, the most 
recently published data. Ac- 
cording to the government’s 
General Household Survey that 
year the proportion of adults 
smoking rose from 28 per cent 
to 29 per cent between 1994-96. 

Gordon Brown, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer; is like- 
ly to increase taxes on 
cigarettes in his Budget next 
week despite TVeasuiy con- 
cern about an alarming rise in 
tobacco smuggling , ministers 
hinted yesterday. During ques- 
tion time in the Commons, 
Ttessa Jewell, the Public Health 
minister, gave a dear signal 
that taxes would be increased. 

Mr Brown fe expected to an- 
nounce an investigation into the 
operation of Customs and Excise 
after officials said he was losing 
more than a bn in duty a year 
through organised smuggling. 



Dundee gives African 
tribe wet response 







WHAT’S IN a name? Take 
Dundee. A tribal chief from 
Cameroon was so strode by the 
similarity between the internal 
alliterative qualities of the 
name and that of his own vil- 
lage, he wanted then: twinned. 

To Chief Gaston Kamsung- 
who consulted an atlas for a 
suitable partner - the Scow*" 
town sounded pretty mudihte 
Ndounde- Ndounde has a pop- 
ulation of 2.000 - mainly sub- 
sistence fanners, wwie 
Dundee, the erstwhile capital of 
jute and jam. has 1 50.000 resi- 
dents. But it was the sound of 


BY STEPHEN GOODWIN 
Scotland Correspondent 

the name that was important 
Alas, Dundee is already 
twinned with five cities so coun- 

cil leaders "pofitdydecfinecr the 

request But tonight local busi- 
nesses are supporting a chan- 
ty auction to raise £20,000 to 
provide Ndounde with a fresh 
water supply. 'T know the peo- 


pIeoiLameroan»rcBi««iu i j«i 

the support we’ve offered,” said 
the Lord Provost, Mervyn Brtfe. 
“All we’ve asked is they send us 
a couple of decent footballers.” 


ILES KINGTON 

‘Formulaic’ is a word 
much used by 1*7 
jv executives 
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what might be thought more 
ephemeral material - sound- 
bites, (mime sources, films, tele- 
vision and advertisements." 

Ms Knowles points out that 
through what seem ephemer- 
al soundbites we can trace 
changes in manners and social 


mores, and track the “sound of 
the 20th century”. She says: 
“‘Evening all' is Sergeant 
Dixon’s opening to Dixon of 
Dock Green, first spoken in 
1956; a contrast to the 1990s ag- 
gression of'Tm Bart Simpson: 
who the hell are you?” 


One of the most interesting 
sections deals with misquota- 
tions of the century. Ms 
Knowles says: “One of the fea- 
tures of popular culture is that 
quoted material is often modi- 
fied by the quotec” So, if you 
thought someone really did say 


“Beam me up, Scotty” or “Cri- 
sis, what crisis?” or “The white 
heat of technology” or “Play it 
again, Sam" or “Me Thran, you 
Jane” you would be wrong. 
They were: “Beam us up, Mr 
Scott”, and “Crisis, what crisis?" 
was a Sun headline, not a piece 


of prime ministerial rhetoric by 
James Callaghan. And even 
that might hare been borrowed 
from a Supertramp album title. 
Harold Wilson actually talked 
about “The white heat of this 
revolution’ and Humphrey Bog- 
art said, simply: “Flay it, Sam". 


And the immortal “Me Tamm, 
you Jane” was neither in 
movies nor the books. The 
Tarzan film star Johnny Weiss- 
muller said it in a magazine in- 
terview as a throwaway line 
Leading article. 
Review, page 3 
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Spasms and salivating on back benches as pagers go off 

VHEN A mobile phone goes off on isn’t directly galvanic, of course;in- ofsuccess in the delivery of health- foreign atrocity involving British na- no intervention which jhm jlv ! he 


WHEN A mobile phone goes off on 
the Labour benches the result is 
usually a highly localised twitch 
from a stogie ME Viewed from a dis- 
tance it looks rather like that, fo- 
cused shudder that a horse’s flank 
will give when trying to shake off an 

annoying fly. 

But when the bleep of the official 
Labour Party pager sounds, as it did 
yesterday afternoon, the effect is 
dramatically different. The whole 
backbench rump flinches as one. It 
reminds you of those experiments 
in which an amputated frog’s leg is 
given a quick jolt of electricity and 
jerks in a posthumous simulation of 
independent life. The mechanism 


isn’t directly galvanic, of course; in- 
stead, the effect is brought about by 
a trained Fa viovian response - the 
bleeper sounds and loyal MPs find 
themselves salivating at the 
thought of advancement 
it wasn’t the only reflex response 
to be seen yesterday- indeed, itde- 
pressingiy highlighted just what a 
creature of instinct Parliament can 
be. There’s the Whiting-List Twitch, 
for example, a familiar spasm dur- 
ing health questions. Under Ann 
Widdecombe the Tories have re- 
cently made an admirable attempt 
to bring this under control - or at 
least to argue that waiting-list fig- 
ures are a pretty specious measure 


of success in the defiveay of health- 
care. But Ann Widdecombe was ab- 
sent and though Alan Duncan tried 
to hold the line, questioning Frank 
Dobson about the distortions and 
absurdities involved in fetishising 
this statistic, he couWtft suppress 
the hind-brain urge to denounce the 
Government for falsifying its claims 
- an impliwt assertion that such fig- 
ures do matter after all. 

On the other side, Labour min- 
isters, however lightly touched on 
this sensitive spot, still flafi out with 
the same un thinking energy. “Well 
take jm lectures from the party op- 
posite ...” begins a frontbench 
spokesman automatically. 


The Sketch 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


Then there's Fbreign and Com- 
monwealth Palsy a rarer condition 
but no less startling for that The 
stimulus in this case is often some 


fhnpi grl atmrfty invo k in g Rritish na . 

tionals. Yesterday, for example, the 
Foreign Secretary turned up to' 
give the House a statement on the 
kidnappings on the Ugandan bor- 
der an abduddcm that ended m the 
death of several British tourists. 
Nevermind thathe didn’t know vey 

ranch yet, never mind that Michael 

Howard’s questions were know- 
ingly fired into a vacuum, something 
had to be done, even if the some- 
thing was nothing. Mr Cook looked 
grave, offered condolences, washed 
his hands of whatever had hap- 
pened. Our High Commissioner 

hart marfc * ripur tn U gandan Fnr- 

pign M i nis ter th a t “there s h ould be 


no intervention which might put 

Eves at risk". I hesitate to think what 

Robin Cook might say if the Ugan- 
dan Commissioner tried to di- 

rect a security operation ta kin g 

« • 41 ..- * -- luit nfflinr mmn 


capable of controlling himset£ poor, 
chap. All he has to do is glance at 
a press report about renewed; 
bombing and his muscles propel ' 
him upright Best to look away. But 
MrDafyellis right to twitch -the 

n nnftiTIIT MHlIM 


in the dear 

Amiri this fiesta of spasms and 
jeife it is easy for healthy and use- 
ful reflexes to ^undetected. When 

Tam Dalyell stands up during 
points of order to raise, yet a gain , 
toe nature of out military operations 
in Iraq, you can almost hear a col- 
lective sigh of condescension in the 
chamber There goes mad Tam 

again, the thought runs - quite in- 


the time to address the House 
about the fate of four British- 

tourists, a matter with no foreign- 
policy implications, but be cannot 

squeeze to a statonent about an es-.- 

cateting military action against an- 
other country. Mr Dalyefl’s 
colleagues, so sensitive and re- 
sponsive to other stimuli, display a 
j. maKwsnrf it is not 


pemaijra vu — ~~ 

to their; or Parliament’s, credit 


Cook fights off 


attack over 


arms to Africa 


SIERRA LEONE 

By Sarah Schaefer 
P olitical Reporter 


ROBIN COOK was under re- 
newed attack in the Commons 
last night over his conduct in 
thearms-to-Sierra Leone affair 

The fbreign Secretary -who 

sought to deflect criticism by 
announcing an extra EiOm in 
aid for the war-tom region 
was accused of failing to answer 
a number of "serious charges" 
against his department and in 
particular those against one of 
his ministers, Tony Lloyd. 

The aid package, to be paid 
from the fbreign Office's own 
reserve, will book the Nigerian- 
led Ecomog force, which is try- 
ing to' restore President 
Kabbah to frill power. 

But during a Tbty-led debate, 
Michael Howard, the shadow 
fbreign secretary, said that the 
inquiry repents of Sir Thomas 
Legg and the fbreign Affairs 
Select Committee had both 
blamed ministers for “deliber- 
ately mis-stating the scope and 
the nature of the arms embar- 
go to Sierra Leone”. 

He went on: “This was es- 
pecially serious as the Gov- 
ernment made an -Order in 
Council implementing the em- 
bargo. which created a criminal 
offence with a maximum 
penalty of seven years' impris- 
onment” 

Any role the Fbreign Secre- 
tary played in the leaking of the 
hard-hitting Fbreign Affairs Se- 
lect Committee’s report by the 
Labour MP Ernie Ross 
(Dundee W> is already being in- 
vestigated by the Commons 
Standards and Privileges Corn- 



Tony Lloyd: Main target of 
criticism from Tories 


mittee. The report dealt with 
the breach of an arms embar- 
go by Sandline, a British firm. 

But Mr Cook, who was 
forced to delay a trip to Russia 
because of the debate, said the 
real issue was the continuing 
suffering of the people of Sier- 
ra Leone. 

“Sandline’s role has been 
absolutely irrelevant to the mil- 
itary activities on the ground 
and absolutely irrelevant to 
most of the people of Sierra 
Leone," he insisted. 

Mr Cook said Britain had 
done more than any other 
Western power to help the peo- 
ple of Sierra Leone through 
diplomatic support and aid and 
the extra £lOm would provide 
further support for Ecomog, 
help to train a “democratically 
accountable” military force, 
encourage the rebels to give 
up their weapons and promote 
demilitarisation. 

Launching his defence, Mr 
Cook stressed he would ac- 


cept any recommendations of 
the select committee's report 
and would announce any 
changes to arms embargoes to 

Pa rliamen t 

“I agree that all officials 
should be doubly careful in 
contacts with persons under 
criminal investigation and I 
have instructed them to consult 
first with our legal advisers. 

“I agree with them on the 
need for action a gains t arms 
brokering, and the Govern- 
ment is currently considering 
the responses to its proposals 
on its recent White Paper on the 
subject 

“I believe that the commit- 
tee is right to be concerned 
about the particular sensitivi- 
ties in dealing with military 
companies whose staff include 
former members of the armed 
forces or intelligence agencies. 

“And I share their view that 
Colonel Spicer (chief of Sand- 
line) should have known more 
about the legal position of the 
supply of arms and was less 
than frank with Foreign Office 
officials about the supply of 
arms." 

The committee’s report had 
found that there had been an 
“appalling" failure by the For- 
eign Office in its haadSng of the 
affair 

But Mr Cook told MPs: 
“Their report does not raise 
the slightest doubt about the 
central findings of Legg inquizy 
- that there was no connivance 
in the Foreign Office of a 
breadi of the arms embargo 
and there was no conspiracy by 
either officials or ministers to 
undermine the publicly stated 
policy." 
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Silent MPs 
listen to 
Uganda 
statement 


Robin Cook, the Fbreign Secretary, in the House oPCommons yesterday following the murder of tourists in Uganda; 
Mr Cook also came under renewed attack last night over his conduct m the arms-to-SierTa Leone aflfoir PA 


Hospital waiting 
lists ‘fiddled’ 


THE CONSERVATIVES accused 
Frank Dobson of a “masave fid- 
dle" over the calculation of 
hospital waiting lists yesterday 
after he announced that they 
fell by 14£00 in January. 

Alan Duncan, the Tory 
health spokesman, claimed the 
“real” waiting lists stood more 
than 500,000 higher because 
the number of patients waiting 
to get on the waiting lists had 
almost doubled. 

“These fiddled figures will 
fool no one. All Labour has 
done is shifted the bulge from 
waiting to an official list to 
waiting to get on it,” he said dur- 
ing question time. 

Earlier, the Secretary of 
State for Health insisted the 


HEALTH 

By Sarah Schaefer 
P olitical Reporter 


drop was a “massive achieve- 
ment” for the health service, 
after waiting lists rose by 1L500 
in December. 

The number of people wait- 
ing for treatment was 1,159,368 
- the lowest figure for almost 
two years. The Government is 
now only 1,400 short of its 
pledge to cut waiting lists to 
their pre-election levels by next 
month, he said. 

The number of people wait- 
ing more than 12 months for 
treatment also fell fay 600 to 
54,643 - the eighth consecutive 
reduction. 
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I Pension Bill ‘rushed through 9 

THE GOVERNMENT was accused by the Tbries yesterday of 
showing a “total lack of respect" for Parliament and the 
voters by rushing through its pensions reforms without full 
public consultation. Ministers decided to start the 
committee stage of the Welfare Refor m and Pensions Bill 
before charities and others had offer ed their views. 
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Nurses respond to appeal 

in ALL 41,398 nurses have responded to the Government’s 
campaign to alleviate the recruitment crisis in the NHS, said 
Frank Dobson, Secretary of State for Health. 
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THE COMMONS listened iq, 
shocked silence to an emav 
guwy statement by the Fbreign. 
Secretary to which he an3. 
nounced that four Britons had 
been killed after being taken 
hostage in Uganda. 

Robin Cook said last nigh? 
that he was seeking an exphtyf 
nation about the deaths of titeg 
four British tourists after'" 
assurances by the Ugandan 
Foreign Affairs Minister 24- 
hours earlier that no military^ 
action would be taken that 
mi gh t put lives at risk . ^ 

“We are seeking urgent clar- 
ification from the Ugandan 
authorities of the circum- 
stances in which these deaths* 
took place," Mr Cook said. “It’< 
is not yet dear whether the;-' 
Ugandan militar y intervened 
directly, but if that is confirmed 
we will want an immediate 
explanation." 

Mr Cook said the Foreign 
Office travel advice for Uganda 
was updated on 19 February. It .. 
warned: ‘'Rebels are period!- ~- 
cally active in Uganda/’; 
Rwanda/Congo border areas 
around the Kisoro district Al- 
though the situation is cur- 
rently peaceful, it can change ., 
quickly." 

That advice was changed - 
yesterday to^ warn all against all 
travel to the border areas, Mr 
Cook said. But be agreed with 
Menzies Campbell, toe Liberal 
Democrat Fbreign Affairs' , 
spokesman, that travel com- 
panies had a responsibility to. 
warn tourists away from dan- /. 
gerous areas. 

Mr Cook said: u It is impor- ( . 
tant that travel companies do 
not treat the advice from the' 
fbreign Office as some sort of - - 
indemnity. They should pro- 
vide frank and clear warnings 
to those who travel with them." ! 
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Muddy colours 
dominate the 
Milan catwalk 


THE MIGHTY MaxMara 
showed both its mainline col- 
lection and the younger Sport- 
max line in Milan yesterday. 
Both labels are much loved in 
Italy -the company is the only 
one to rival Armani in profits 
year after year 

The formula for MaxMara 
mainline is simple. Take the 
trends turned out by more di- 
rectional labels— namely Gucd 
and/or Prada -and turn them 
down for wider public con- 
sumption. It works season 
after season-beautifuflymade 
clothes that won't frighten the 
less fashion-literate customer 
Some cause for concern for 
any consumer; however; might 
be that the palettes for the next 

minwinr' Tn lonfr Hfepjy tn K«* Ap- 

cidedly muddy. Sunday's 
Prada show featured acres of 
sludgy hues. MaxMara trav- 
elled a similar route, with 
shafted of caramel, honey and 


BY SUSANNAH FRANKEL 
in Milan 

sage. There were plenty of 
coats, of course. The label is fa- 
mous for them: long, narrow 
and in softest cashmere or 
more sporty, knee-length and 
with big, soft hoods. 

The hippie-chic look was 
still in evidence, if more sub- 
dued. Sweaters and skirts in 
mohair and suede were pure 
Annie HaD in flavour - for 
evening they came appfiqued 
with tarnished silver and gold. 

The Sportmax show as usual 
offered a less classic look than 
its big .sister, but colours were 
similarly downbeat The ubiq- 
uitous fleece made an appear- 
ance. More worrying was the 
return of the rugby shirt worn 
over sloppy pants and full 
skirts - a little touch of the 
great British youth dub has ar- 
rived in Milan, it seems. 


MaxMara’s car coat and matching skirt Luca Bruno 
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uninterrupted movies from March 8th 


With the news 


moving from 10pm 
you'll be able 
to enjoy movies 
without the 
interruption. 
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Labelling 
fails to 
identify 
GM foods 
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THREE-QUARTERS of common 
foodstuffs sampled in super- 
markets could contain ingre- 
dients made from genetically 
modified (GM) soya or maize, 
but do not say so on their labels, 
according to new research. 

A poll of 2,000 pepple by the 
Consumers* Association re- 
leased yesterday found that 90 
per cent of people had heard of 
GM food, of whit* 94 per cent 
wanted such ingredients dear- 
ly invested, and 92 per cent 
wanted labelli n g extended to 
indude processed derivatives of 
GM ingredients. Helen Barker, 
editor of Which?, the associa- 
tion's magazine, called on the 
Government to dear up the 
“confusing" fa nning for such 
foods, principally soya and maize 
sourced from the United States. 

The research came as Tbny 
Blair repeated Ws defence ofGM 
foods; The Prime Minister said 
in a Commons written repty: “AD 
GM food produced in the UK has 

been approved by independent 
expert scientific advisees." But 
the claim rang hollow because 
no GM foods are actually pro- 
duced m the UK White products 

such as tomato pur€e made 
from GM tomatoes have been on 
sale in British supermarkets 
since 1986. it is made from toma- 
toes gro wn in North America. 

to the new survey Which? in- 
vestigated 32 foods, including su- 
permarkets' own brands from 
Asda, Safeway, Sainsbury and 
Tesco. None had labels declar- 
ing whether they did or did not 
contain GM ingredients, but 
only eight erf the sample, in- 
cluding Kellogg's Cornflakes 
and Heinz Rice Pudding for 

children, could be confirmed as 

coming from a non-GM source. 

The remaining 24 were 
daimed by the makers to be cx- 


By Charles Arthur 
T echnology Editor 

empt from lahplling , on the 
basis that the GM element 
could be an additive, used as a 
processing aid, or was removed 
in processing. “There are so 
maqy loopholes and exemp- 
tions that, even if the current la- 
belling laws were fully enforced, 
consumers would stiD be left in 
the dark.” said Ms Barker. 

Although European Union 
laws insist GM foods should be 
dearly labelled, that is not pos- 
able where GM products are 
grown and harvested in the US, 
and mixed with non-GM prod- 
uct before shipping. Soya- 
derived ingredients such as 
lecithin -used to chocolate- and 
other GM ingredients that con- 
tain no protein or DNA do not 
have to be labelled. 

The Ebod and Drink Federa- 
tion, representing the UK food 
industry, said: “Blanket GM la- 
belling of every ingredient de- 
rived from soya and maize 
would not be meaningful or 
useful” 

■ Michael Meachec the Envi- 
ronment minister; has ordered a 
review of new data suggesting 
that bees or the wind couM cany 
poQen from trials of GM crops to 
fertilise standard varieties. 

But members of the Adviso- 
ry Committee on Releases to the 
Environment (Acre), which ad- 
vises the Government on GM 
crop trials, yesterday rejected 
as absurd data released by the 
Soil Association, which repre- 
sents organic farmers. The data 
suggests that pollen from GM 
maize can spread further Qian 
the 200-metre boundary around 
the plants, and that almost 1 in 
100 maize kernels would be 
pollinated by foreign pollen. 


Irvine’s postage 
invites criticism 
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TO A man who Spent E650.000 
of public money' on wallpaper- 
ing his lavatory Ihe sum or w-au 
must seem like a piddling 
amount . 

However, the admission by 
Lord Irvine of Lairg, the Lord 
Chancellor, yesterday that he 
had used his office to send out 
invitations for a private partyat 

the Garridc Club hascreateda 

political stink that would dety 

Domcstos. „ , 

In a move guaranteed to 

send Jeremy 
eyebrows into ortnt 
posted letters stpubhccost to 
persuade Ganich membersto 

allow one of his friends to rejoin 

the esteemed London club. 
Ifcurfy 

i-fli'h.iM Ht the dub^ when ne 


blackballed by the 

applied, had the social wn 
ncctions of Andrew Pa 
the managing director of 


by Paul Waugh 
P oliti cal Correspondent 

Fine Art Society and pal of the 
Lord chancellor. In a letter 
that suggests New Labour’s 
“old boys’ network” is as ef- 
fective as that of the Tories, 

Lord Irvine pleaded with feflow 

members to attend a party to 
support the membership ap- 
plication of Mr Patrick. 

When the use of public funds 

was revealed yesterday, the 
Tories expressed outrage, 
Riming that the incident was 
vet further evidence of the 
Lord Chancellor’s arrogant ap- 
proach to his role. 

^ A spokesman for the chas- 
tened cabinet minister said: “It 
was a simple oversight The 
Lord Chancellor will be reim- 
bursing the cost of the postage. 
The cost is £9.80.” 
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School's 
bar on 
ill pupils 
‘unfair’ 


PARENTS are complaining 
that an oversubscribed sec- 
ondary school is being unlaic 
. selecting its pupils according to 
the number of days they have 
been absent from primary 
school. 

Two parents have told the 
Campaign for State Education, 
the parents' pressure group, 
that their children were denied 
places at the Lincoln School of 
Science and Technology in Lin- 
coln because of illness. One had 
a sibling at the school 

The school says Its polity of 
picking pupils according to the 
number of days they have 
played truant and/or been ab- 
sent from school in the last hill 
year before they transfer to sec- 
ondary school is objective, fair 
and on government guidelines. 

But Margaret Tulloch of the 
Campaign for State Education 
said: “There may be all sorts of 
reasons why children are away 
from scfaooLTheyraaybeflLor 
school phobics who have over- 
come their phobia who will be 
rewarded by being disadvan- 
taged. 

"Even if they have a poor at- 
tendance record through tru- 
ancy at primary schools, it is 
unfair to label them throughout 
their school career or to deny 
them places at a secondary " 

The 1.200-pup Li school be- 
came a specialist college seven 
years ago and is allowed to de- 
cide its admissions policy and 
select some of its pupils by “ap- 
titude". because it opted out of 
local authority control. 

Steve Davies, the deputy 
head, said there had been 300 
applications this year for a 
school expected to take 180. 

He said there had been 
“endless" meetings about the 
best way to admit pupils and he 
believed the system was fair 
and objective.“We were simply 
not going to go down the road 
of testing them for aptitude or 


By Judith Judd 
Education Editor 

selecting them by ability. We 
want to take a toll range of abil- 
ity. We are opposed to selective 
education." 

Each primary school in Lin- 
coln is allowed to send two 
pupils per class to the schooL 
He said the school bad never in- 
tended to be a local compre- 
hensive for local children. It had 
attracted business sponsorship 
so that it could become a spe- 
cialist college and the sponsors 
had insisted it should take chil- 
dren from a wide area. 

David Cordingley head of 
one of the feeder primaries for 
the school and secretary of the 
local branch of the National 
Union of Tkach ers, said he be- 
lieved that admissions should 
be determined co-operatively 
by all the schools in an area. 

“I am greatly concerned 
about the child with some kind 
of chronic or disability 
being penalised," he said. 

He said when he had ap- 
proached the school about a boy 
who had been absent because 
of sporting injuries, it had been 
most helpful and the boy he had 
been given a place. 

The Department for Educa- 
tion said the school was entitled 
to decide its own polity because 
it was grant maintained. A 
spokeswoman said the depart- 
ment could not comment fur- 
ther without more details. 

Under a new code of practice 
at present before Parliament, 
schools must ensure their ad- 
missions arrangements are ob- 
jective, fair and published. 

Schools will then be re- 
quired to consult on admis- 
sions arrangements every 
yean and other admissions au- 
thorities - for example, other 
schools and the local authori- 
ty - can refer complaints to a 
local adjudicator 











Shyness 

hinders 

cancer 

testing 


by Jeremy Laurance 
H ealth Editor 

embarrassment could 
cause a new cancer screening 
service to fail before it has 
started, medical experts 
warned yesterday. 

People's distaste for dis- 
cussing their intimate bodily 
functions is the biggest .barrier 
to the success of Europe’s first 
bowel screening programme, 
according to the director* 


The settlers have finally won the Knoydart estate, helped by Chris Brasher (top) and Sir Cameron Mackintosh. Mam picture: Tbm PUston 

Mystery gift to Knoydart fund 
puts estate in settlers’ hands 


THE SETTLERS of the Knoydart 
peninsula have at last taken con- 
trol of their wiki Highland home, 
thanks to their own dogged re- 
solve and an exotic alliance of a 
former Olympic athlete, a West 
End impresario and a mystery 
benefactor who chipped in 
£100,000 at the last gasp. 

A community-led buyout of 
the 7,200-acre Knoydart estate 
was confirmed yesterday, 
bringing to an end decades of 
tension between residents and 
mainly absentee lairds. 

The Knoydart Foundation, 
representing the 70 residents 
and wild land charities, cOncbed 
the £750,000 deal after five 
months of negotiations with re- 
ceivers trying to recoup debts 
of £L4m left by the last private 
owners -a company controlled 
by the discredited English busi- 
nessman Stephen Hinchlifie. 


By Stephen Goodwin 
Scotland Correspondent 

Bemie Evemy, the former 
Kent plumber who chairs the 
community association, was 
jubilant “We in Knoydart have 
created for ourselves a new 
chieftain, neither man nor 
woman,” he said. “The body of 
that chieftain is the people. 
The people of Knoydart are 
free from the threat of injustice, 
which was once so brutally in- 
flicted by its owners during 
the Clearances of 1853 and at 
the time of die Land Raiders in 
1948.” 

History weighs heavy on 
Knoydart a mountainous finger 
of land between the lochs of 
Nevis (Heaven) and Hourn 
(Hell) in north-west Scotland. 
Inverie, where most of the peo- 
ple live, can be reached only by 


boat from Mallaig or a two-day 
trek over the aptly named 
Rough Bounds. 

Except for a handful of chil- 
dren, all the people on Knoydart 
are incomers, making a living 
from tourists or the seashore. 
The families of the Land 
Raiders - the Seven Men of 
Knoydart taken to court by the 
Nazi sympathiser Lord Brock- 
et who was then their laird, after 
they claimed a few acres of 
homeland on return from war 
service - have long departed. 

Yesterday was hailed as the 
completion of the Raiders' un- 
finished business. Charlie King, 
chairman of the foundation, 
said:' “It has taken a longtime 
but we have finally concluded 
the work started by these pio- 
neers in 1948.” 

The purchase money has 
come from varied sources: 


£250.000 from the John Muir 
Unst, dedicated to preserving 
wild land and its fragile com- 
munities; £200,000 from the trust 
set up by the former Olympic 
athlete Chris Brasher with sim- 
ilar aims; £75,000 from Sir 

Camwn n Marfririfn^ h, pro pintor 

of Les Mis&rables and Martin 
Guerre; and £125,000 from pub- 
lic agencies. The balance has 
come from a public appeal, in- 
cluding a late anonymous do- 
nation of £100,000, which Mr 
Brasher said was the “vital 
factor” in concluding the deaL 
Knoydart has become a sym- 
bol of the need for land reform 
in Sco tland and fegfafafirtn is 
promised eariy in the new Scot- 
tish Parliament Mr Brasher ap- 
pealed to ministers to make 
sure there was money available 
for communities just as de- 
serving but less well known. 


Sir Cameron's continued in- 
volvement in the buyout was 
something of a surprise. Six 
weeks ago he was about to buy 
the estate and lease it back to 
residents for £1 a year plus a 
bottle of malt whisky. But the 
deal foundered over his refusal 
to grant a “right to buy” at a fu- 
ture date. Sir Cameron owns 
the adjoining North Morar es- 
tate and the settlers preferred 
“a good neighbour to a laird". 

The foundation stressed the 
purchase was just the first 
round in the battle to save the 
estate and appealed for £300,000 
for much-needed investment 
Unlike other buyouts in the 
Hi ghlands, Knoydart is not a 
crofting community but a run- 
down Victorian sporting estate 
and reformers and lairds alike 
will be keeping a dose eye on 
the foundation’s stewardship. | 


Campaign, Professor Gordon 
Me Vie. 

The screening programme, 
which was announced by the 
Health minister Tessa Jowefl 
yesterday is the first to target 
men and women and will be 
piloted in Coventry and War- 
wickshire in England and. in 
Thyside, Grampian and Fife in 
Scotland. Home testing kits 
will be sent to all residents in 
the pilot areas aged between 50 
and 69 in the £5m study- 

They will be asked to send 
faecal samples for laboratory 
testing for the presence of “oc- 
cult" Chidden) blood. 

Those who test positively 
will be invited for further in- 
vestigation, such as : a 
colonoscopy - internal exam- 
ination of the colon. 

The aim of the tests is the 
eariy detection of colorectal 
(bowel) cancer of which there 
are some 30,000 cases a yean 

Mrs Jowell said: “About 
20,000 people per year die from 
colorectal cancer and many of 
thpm could have been saved if 
their cancer had been found 
earlier. 

“Many people suffer in si- 
lence, too embarrassed to teQ 
their partners or even their doc- 
tors. But, if it is caught early, 
this is one of the most curable 
of all cancers” 

Professor McVie said: “We 
welcome this pioneering ini- 
tiative... but we worry that it 
could M if the people who are 
invited to participate are too 
embarrassed to send in their 
samples. For too long the 
British public has been quite lit- 
erally dying of embanassment 

We urge to back the screening 
project and help put an end to 
this needless waste of life.” 
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Move your mortgage and 
get more than our lowest 
ever 5-year fixed rate. 
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MR MINUTE TO THE USA 


- C&G 5-YEAR - 
FIXED-RATE MORTGAGE 


5. 69 % 5. 9 


Visit your nearest branch of C6cG, 
Llovds Bank or TSB 

hor more details or to arrange your 
mortgage direct, call free 
quoting vet: INC3C 

0800 7318511 

ww w.ch'.-kjjlo.s.vo.uk 

Cheltenham & Gloucester 

Lookme; after vour best interests 


FIXED UNTIL 28 MAY 2004 


As if our lowest ever 5-year Fixed-Rare 
Mortgage wasn’t reason enough to switch 
to C&C, we’ve made the whole business 
tussle -free. 

• If you’re moving your existing 

mortgage from your current lender, 
well take care of the. legal work, free 
of charge - • 

• There's do valuation fee - 

• There** no mortgage indemnity 

premium . 

■ Our award-winning mortgage service 
means you could have * decision with 
just one phone call 

• And if a 5-year fix Isn’t nghs for you, 
you can fix at the same ran: until 2002 

. or 2006. 

In return for this fixed rate all we ask is 
that you keep the mortgage for five years 
or pay an eariy. redemption charge if yon 
don’t. ' - .W ... 

What's more, bur eariy redemption, charge 
period won’t exceed the fixed-rate retin 
you choose. y. 

LIMITED OFFER. CALL NOW. 
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24 HOURS A DAY, 

7 DAYS A WEEK 

One.Tel offers low cost inter- 
national calls from your home or 
business phone, 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. There is no 
pre-payment required and you 
don’t even have to change 
telephone companies. Call us 
now to register on 0800 092 
8788 between 7am-llpm, Mon. 
to Fri. or 9.30am-5.30pm Sat. 
and 9am-5pm Sun. Once you are 
registered simply dial 1878 from 
your touch tone phone in front 
of the national or international 
number you wish to call. It 
couldn’t be easier. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
RATES 


Destination FLAT RATE 

(per nwi) 

Belgium 9p 

China 37p 

Cyprus 2 Op 

Denmark 9p 

Hong Kong 15p 

Ireland 9p 

Singapore 21p 

South Africa 30p 

Spain 14p 
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*41 hire t» p» u urf* mhmpooB charge. The dur^e will be i pmcn»s* of tin mnu repaid u fuBnw* lew 1=5** Tear 2=dV; Tar J«J%; Year te2*.r>etf 5-1 V Ttrwul 
V-ii-u-. . i.irJ -air .0 « i T-„ l.n-ihf lull irrm at the "■'*4.** a reflected ,n the loul am*:.-* pj.atk ar-J APR. jn isuercs orii bn i i K.artl mcr 3 f tin and a nroneny wloi of C0.S53. JSI 

pii e I C— 5* m or lai “Dir iwl momldi pai-mcm mum^n, rrto tithe i.te ct i:?.. ,-n t hc ;V>t u-He mancj-c. Tlx orea.il TMm mint be mat ntfae «d iV 
*»«•"' l ,J ‘ VHtAdmRMir rrtfn in™ .duller ■.( and ebii.n; i.u'cTj-iati air irarKxia chre rftSI APRsS.lf* .tiriablfi The tetenmon riutfrr It na»-«*mJ.hL- _l 

• • frir.i jut it ji i 'i line • Mi afTl* i,« > our ourt gap/ tu ly—ne tin lunjy Tmi I iwd-r.EC bwcujjt nr he on id inarwi talk ot nfiraa: tiau ind mjLur« i m mi n nim nsioul Jam 

tnu’ln I'riawn $"« wi 1C"- i »air ftJSaACR n 4«aiU>&r. ,\i dir criJ ..4 the penrj ^ie in’.m! nsr vturjni «iil hp our uaniinl iirubL* nrr. The 

, .1. m :n ['.'I ji .*vr iranilifj ijruhL' rue. airtMil* hVl"... «ouU he L'"}.** ^STick *n nriiir; inort-'i^cit lv~- ■ rr-i jinJ N pnr from C&G.CSG tdlumron, Irec at eJuj^c, tkr 1™J 

« .'L .JJU.II. mju.nrj Ml . nj-k -t imuwifj^if. Thf » hole pr'voi ihtmU uLe no l^er ik)n etR'ir. ■Hit 'ir<r f 1 '.- » i!! enter -Jtc inpkwQ oinlrol id j njticjl rrmanp^r truuebon. Ic will 

•- "* '•t'- imLiJ .mn. ho njflipfr. ihr premium whne j Jetreti.e wJc In^UeiKi ,-m!w% h tajjrfi !r lJJirior. ii *ill nc: tintr ie Laid Rffilltn lee d iirue prepefr . 1 a t-waulv 

■ re'ti I.d IV .'Hr? » mu ji aliMr for .nmplei itwonFipr ciwt. c p. eis« j cjr.«{,r ojvlt. ,.r i In L l n.- iivs ioui oan uriwiai mun be UMBKtrit and we will male \ 

I - v: '•'“a'tKrotirlepil.wu Dirfemrr Hnni^mmu appk m VotlanJ, pfc**i *ji» i.vr deu.'i. T«'ie hce ^plLaauiK in'ia hi- r-.-mei! br It Marti |TO \Tkii MenwTop 

•mini. SS't" and l^rs lUtKaJue.W-rwtun uatidlfd vaiul-lcfale ih-h.-iot. biKdvti j lun <A Vjr.C" in J r'W" jb adi ,ui;eJ ail nunottil biridrug wwtia lad kml, 

In I- . ^ar . I-XS iwaid |uJi;ed irurm »tl PmIii merthr Ltu tv. fire and rw tean, tmareul Adi ncr - Vi «.e Au-jtiH 1-*^. |W and C&G n the unli lender uilmv terwd the too i-iui radi* 
— * ' eat* hi. « Mi' .iarJ> Hi-^an. Hs' .'Urj;orwt lor ibe nm.n ol inJ.TveJmr fipii/iia! adnaetninludfi! livr^Lii/r. jrnla .twitHim. retiabilm and tlmbiErv Fomurdnaik 
■ J I tui .VI. II ■mt'nvas.n and *«■ > «W, pVtiw a»t Uir our booU« 'C&G - uw ntht n-.:' C iG are avadaMr ihrou^. all bnuriiw « CkG and Uof-di Bank and jl» ibrcuch 

! tb fan. in. .1 1 n lI j n 1 mdltaW liumahesrair IS vean eld to take mir a luu iVu uk in u ti'ii i.*l.U IiW a inrea Bdire i Itus ve mil etui ui ididvoiindraiJwn nr 

<>i » i i'r appli.MTuM Til. nil melitde atierniv ltnlity m himt rtir re-ai uvraj uol, n.enuili, v jlumc lh.- proven At. ban wfl[ rpjtare leconn m the brniat a owntpseoierihe pitiwtT. 

m “•••Rian .arr -.erritv «unJaiJ». &f»ui imirj or notmor irlrpKmr cadi CVluihua St GIol-ctkt kii at an im uducc onli i.i lie Lbi Ji TSB UrrVomg Group * teeb n repdatol bv the 

• - t;! In. r-j-it \uiIhn in i.w liir jnuruLi. rvn-.k'rr. anJ umi inifl buutmt. 


■10800 092 8788 1 


or visit oh website on www.oiiefoLco.oIc 


#0 NO SWITCHING JUST DIAL 
PRE PAYMENT PHONE JS7S FIRST 
COMPANIES 


PM qapficidila to adh matk b or from Mobil* phono. 

AS rate are cornel at Kma of puLhcaliuR and ecu chcnge at any fim Afl pncea induda VAT. 




PER MINUTE TO new ZEALAND 

One.Tel ») 

300Sr Telephone Co. 


P 


s ovo 


toUP 

h0p e 


b 

of 


\ ■: . 
<' :; r 
: 

' 

p^ xr r; 

' "S - . 
iAfV ■ 
IS* i- : ‘ 

K»k- 

^aa 1 -" 

aba-:"'. 


Police neuoti 














J 





*tomNni ^ 



*S S 

ders 
tncer 
sting 


f8k ^independent 


FOREIGN NEWS/11 


>'t*m 


T*«Watt U, l;vNl 
MtHfew 1 


t 


j^mivv‘»! Vk 
HSWStt»w .Aiu, i r . J ; J1 -: 
: iiwlw Ip U=l S '-- : 

tMHTttl lin-ilivni’ ' ; *: 
wwd >taU-!Uit '■' 4 * hr - 
'.; JPfeofrf* * di>.;. v .r,. 

CTHWlfl^ ihrM* ^ ‘ : 


ftflKtt ORft i* lilrb : .’. 1 K *V 
te A# ififcsV** iit}- , '"“■"•'T 

i*w4 i... ! 

•PHwtaty 

j B WHUi <tf tin l <•" ' ••'•• 

IfteVi*. ' lfc *: 

WffcjCJl IM* .-tiir .;; . , . ' 

KiMflfc WlTi: I 

yUrtWdas. iv ;;«• : r - 

tnm .Mfe-t Wt>;‘-i :. 

J rikU rd { « t.,v,.r;:-" 
VtdKbhU’r K s - ; ‘; '!. 

T*y*i*fe ,..V- ;;;? - 

Smlatit! !i •.,- '"'V"; 
TVtiltVr M-l:! 
flw ftOjy 

«»4 « 5 1 iio v. ; 

•-"ttwy »*i! In- 
foeeal MRiptr* ;, ; ; il! ,..-_.'^ 
testing for 'Jr to - -j a . T.*' 

WdOhnldn: : :.* v 

. . Tta»<- *!••.; • .., . v .,. 

WU bi' 

w*ti|{«v»»n 

4t4unuuM|'t .*•-• 

UrMvnr. • .v: 

Th** urn* ! '•■ 

•*fv A •. • .. . r 

fofr*V! U'W •/! 

fliv w*mr .;■■»• . /! 

tor* jtAw .: . 

gUMpm;.. « V. 

ih^l ^ i~n.- : *.f-T - 
Umtt •■(Hk v 1 • 

***** 

feat*. \i>-; Ti .lL. . . . . 


tfttji T= !”:f ' 

weiron* V 
***** 
rcmtf **•.' 
invu^ ■•- 
«Ml *•'•*-* 








, ; i; to 


***** 








: U v 



Kosovo army 


‘coup’ brings 


hope of peace 


THE YOUNG men who run 
Kosovo’s guerrilla army have 
deposed the movement's revo- 
lutionary elder statesman, a 
move that appears to ensure 
the Albanian delegation will 
sign the peace deal brokered at 
talks in RambouDlet last month. 

Adera Demari, the radical 
who served 28 years in Serbian 
prisons for his separatist ideals, 
issued a passionate denuncia- 
tion of the deal, declaring that 
it “will not liberate KOsovo 
from Serbian slavery”. Despite 
his protests, the new generation 
has decided the Rambouillet 
deal offers the best hope for 
eventual independence. 

Hashixn Thaci, known as 
Commander Snake, is lined up 
to become prime minister in a 
provisional Kosovar Albanian 
government that will rule until 
elections are held nine months 
after the deal is signed. 

Power; both political and mil- 
itary, now stems from the gen- 
eral headquarters of the 
Kosovo Liberation Army 
CKLA), run by Suleiman Selimi, 
known as Sultan, Mr Thaci and 
two others, all of them friends 
from student d^ys in Pristina. 
The Democratic League of 
Kosovo, once the political face 
of Albanian separatism, and 
the new Liberal Democratic 
Party will share ministries with 
the KLA but are dearly the ju- 
nior partners now. 

According to Duka gj in 
Gorani, an Albanian journalist 
attached to the peace delegation 
in RambouDlet, Mr Thad (who 
was sentenced m absentia to 22 
years’ jaU for terrorist offences 
by the Yugoslav courts) is the 
pragmatist who forged con- 
sensus among his comrades 
and who won concessions from 
the West by holding out be- 
yond the first deadline. 

“Thad was basically playing 
on brinkmanship. Pm not sure 
of his talent for politics, but he 


by Emma Daly 
in Pristina 


certainty did extract as much as 
possible,” he said. And although 

the ethnic Albanians were se- 
verely criticised for not si g nin g 
at once and demanding a two- 
week period for consultations, 
Mr Thad had good reasons 
for demanding a delay. 

“What Thad was in feet fear- 
ing in RambouDlet was that any 
hasty move might have in- 
spired bloodshed among Alba- 
nians in Kosovo," Mr Gorani 
said. This was echoed by Com- 
mander Drini, who commands 
the rebels south of Pristina. 
“The best [achievement] of the 
Albanian delegation was that 
they went into Rambouillet 
separated and they came out 
united.” he said last week. 

• Despite their image as hot- 
heads, the young KLA com- 
manders - the four top men are 
30 or under - appear to adopt 
a more moderate line than 
some of their older supporters 
in politics or business abroad. 
They are all university gradu- 
ates who feel a burden of care 
for their people. 

“They carry their responsi- 
bilities quite heavDy,” said one 
Western official. “It’s as dosety 
knit a force as you would expect 
They regret every death." 

That afternoon we had 
watched a' KLA fighter lay 
down his rifle so he could cany 
his terrified, elderly mother; 
who is paralysed, to a United 
Nations car for evacuation from 
her village after a Yugoslav 
army attack. As the Western of- 
ficial said, the KLA “was a 
grassroots development from a 
peasant array". 

This cohesion might have 
been severely tested by the 
Ramb ouillet deal, but the con- 
sultation process of the past few 
days has apparently brought 
most of the doubters aboard. 


Police negotiate 
end to hijack 


POLICE NEGOTIATED the sur- 
render of an Italian hijacker last 
night who had hold hostage six 
crew members and five pas- 
sengers aboard an Air Prance 
Airbus A320 at Charles de 
Gaulle airport, Paris. 

The man. who claimed to 
have planted a bomb on board, 
forced the diversion of the in- 
ternal flight from Marseilles, 
which was due to land at the 
other Paris airport, Orly. He im- 
mediately released most of the 
66 passengers but held the 
crew and five people sitting in 
the first row of seats for another 
three hours. 

His precise motives were 
unclear but he told the French 
news agency in a call from a 
portable telephone that his 
name was Stefano Save rani 
and that he represented an or- 
ganisation called Vltalumsmo, 
which was campaigning for a 
united Europe. He said he 
wanted to make a statement on 
television and asked For cam- 
eras to be provided. 

He did not want cash, he 


BY JOHN LICHFIELD 
in Paris 


said, only that his movement, 
which he also described as a 
new religion called I’avenismo, 
should be “recognised". 

The passenger who lent the 
lobfle phone to the hijacker - 
just before being released - 
said that was all was calm 
aboard the plane and there 
had been no violence. 

It was unclear whether there 
was really a bomb on the plane, 
due to land in Paris at 4pm, or 
whether the man had any other 
form of weapon. 

One of the first group of pas- 
sengers to be released, Jean- 
Yves Leheude, described the 
hjjacker as “silver-haired and 
romantic-looking”. 

He said that all had been per- 
fectly nalm when the aircraft 
landed and that most of the 
passengers had disembarked 
quite normally. “He just insist- 
ed that the passengers in 
the first row should re m ai n 
behind." 


IN BRIEF 


Harare frees pressmen to travel 
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Blast leaves Lusaka with no water 
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Evanoelieals’ singing sit-in 
evangv rhristians occupied an 

A GROUP of evangelical C yeste rday. An official i 
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Russia’s Yakutia provmce ^ed to local 

compensation for wood * what ^ey wanted, rejecting 
residents, but refused » • . offtalkst o sing and pray, 
offers of money and breataj; 


“There’s a growing momen- 
tum for peace," said Veton Sur- 
roi, publisher of Kbha Dftore 
newspaper and an indepen- 
dent member of the delegation. 
“I think the majority vote has 
been positive." 

Meanwhile the Secretary of 
State for Defence, George 
Robertson, yesterday warned 
the Yugoslav President, Slobo- 
dan Milosevic, that if Serb 
forces crossed en masse into 
Kosovo Nato would strike. 

Mr Robertson, flying into 
neighbouring Macedonia to see 
British troops on standby there, 
conceded that a ceasefire in the 
Serbian province was “creaking 
at the edges" but said full- 
scale violence had not erupted. 



. -gir. 


Two war-weary Albanian fighters walking through the village of Petrovo, held by the Kosovo Liberation Army 
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Slain for being young and Christian 



Police trying to calm a mob wielding swords and spears in Ambon dty yesterday At least 200 have died in recent clashes Jonathan Head/ AP 


IT WAS curiosity that drove 
Johannes Pattirane to go to 
where the bodies had been 
hrougbt for at that time be had 
no idea Marien had gone miss- 
ing. It was early yesterday 
morning, and Johannes was at 
bis office in the town of Ambon 
when he heard about the 
deaths, the latest in six weeks 
of bitter religions conflict. A 
yo ung man and a young woman 
- a couple, they said - had been 
found dumped by the side of a 
jungle road on the outskirts of 
town. 

“I wondered who it was and 
1 went to have a look,” he says. 
“I couldn't believe it" 

Lying in the back of a police 
car were Marien Sitanola, Jo- 
harmes’s cousin, and her fiance, 
Lucas Palioma. Their throats 
bad been cut and their ears sev- 
ered, but the bodies woe not 
stiff, and the wounds were still 
bleeding. It was SJOam. 

Marien was 32 years old, 
and one of the youngest law lec- 
turers at Ambon’s Pattimura 
University. Novg a tew feet from 
where Johannes sits talking in 
her parents’ village home, her 
students are arriving to see her 
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ear The air in the room is thing depends on therein if 
ffled\^i the pungent smell of the petson you are tafcng to. 

SaSSSItaitaisnot Wha^^jsthatthennt- 

SSjesbKW every- speed threu^ut the idmd 
thing and nothing about what which is only 35 miles tong and 
happened to Marten and Lucas 10 acr ^ fl ®L2; 
fa-wSe the terrible details of pouitRrnearfyaw^^Ki 
tfaefr deaths wffl probably never was dosed to the outei^worli 
be known, the underlying causr as the numbers of reported 
es are obvious to everyone, deaths steely ^ - 

They were last seen on Monday; a hill and *entb e violence 

darting by motorbike from Aared agm m^rumy ^ 

Lucas’s home on the other side again last weekend. The con 
of the island. They were a sensus among lo<^ reporters is 
couple with no enemies, no that more than 200 have died, 
risky political or business in- During the day, normally is 

terests, and no possessions impossible; and at night .fear 
worth wiling fon But they were guarantees a voluntary curfow. 
locally born, native Ambonese Parties of local people, Muslim 
and that alone told their killers and Christian, stop cars at 
as much as they needed to m a k es h ift road Mocks. Those of 
know. the wrong religion are sent 

“Marten was a typical dark back, or worse. The vigilantes 
Ambonese type,” says one cany pistols, bows and poison- 
friend. “You could look at her tipped arrows, aluminium poles 
fece and tell what religion she sharpened to spears, and hone- .. 
was, and that was why she madebcmibs-aspedaliJymliie 
died. She was a Christian -al- islands, whose fishermen use 
most all the Ambonese are them to stun and collect fish 
Christians -and it was Mudims above the coral reefs, 
who killed hen” Thousands cf peo p le, ma n y of , 

Six weeks ago, this would them Muslim immigrants from 
have been unthinkable in elsewhere in Indonesia, have 
Ambon, the capital of Maluku fled their homes andjobs to live 
province, the archipelago with- with relatives on other islands, 
in an archipelago which the The frequent, but unpredictable, 
Dutch colonists called the Spice street disturbances close the is- 
Islands. The rebellious land’s few roads; shops and 
provinces of East Timor or businesses are often forced to 
Aceh, the campuses of Jakar- shut Economic activity is fitful 
ta- these are Indonesia's pres- and doves, nutmegs and mace 
sure valves, where the pain of which gave die Spice Islands 
g /ymnrain mHapsA and thp friis- their name cannot be shifted off 
tration of partial freedom from the island, 
dictatorship find violent re- For all the confusion, every- 
lease. From the air; Ambon one agrees on one thing: that no 
still earns its colonial title, blame whatsoever can be at- 
“The Queen of the East” -low tached to members of their . 
mntmtflins iwwwi wrthj nn g te, own religion. “This is the dif- 
floating on the tropical Banda ference between Christians 
Sea. It is a short-lived idyll: and Muslims,” says Johannes 
Ambon’s plight becomes obvi- Pattirane. “Christians turn the 
ous almost as soon as you get other cheek: we only react 
out of the airport when we are attacked.” But a 

five minutes along the few miles away there are Mus- 
coastal road, burned out houses hms saying the same thing, with 
and cars are visible, the homes equal grief and conviction, 
of Muslims driven out perma- On Monday at least three of 

nently by their Christian neigh- them were killed, allegedly by 
hours. As the tan approaches Christian policemen, after a riot 
the town afAmbanifseff the dri- provoked by Christians stoning 
ver refuses to go on without a mosque. It was in retaliation 
what is referred to as “seeuri- for this inrident that Marien and • 
ty”. Security comes in a khaki Lucas were butchered, 
uniform and carries a rifle: in Whether peace comes last or 

the space of four hours yester- slow, it is hard to imagine that 
day afternoon, I hired three In- Ambon can ever be the same 
donesian soldiers, armed with again. *Tm losing and forgiving 
combat knives and automatic ri- too much,” says another of 
fles, to sit in the front seat of Marten’s cousins, NanMaatita. 
hired vehicles. Eveiy other dri- “I lost my house, and I forgave 
ver on the road seemed to be the men who burned it, and now" -• 
doing the same, at a price of I have lost my cousin Rut that vV 
about £7 per soldier per day. is too much to forgive. Too * 
The origins of Ambon's ctm- much. This is enough.” 1 


Albright and 
China clash 
over rights 


BY TERESA POOLE 


BLUNT TALE on human rights 
and irreconcilable views on 
missile deployment yesterday 
marked the end of a two-day 
visit to Peking by the American 
Secretary of State, Madeleine 
Albright who nevertheless said 
that Sino-US relations were 
strong enough to withstand 
“even sharp disagreements”. 

Ms Albright is the most 
senior US administration offi- 
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launched a crackdown on dis- 
sent and sentenced a string of 
activists to lengthy prison sen- 
tences. She said hmnan rights 
had proved the “most difficult 
topic” in her meetings with 
China’s leaders. “I made dear 
that it was very important for 
there to be a chang e in the 
atmosphere, that there had to 
be an end to the crackdown. 
There had to be a release of 
people,” she said afterwards. 

“Last June our two Presi- 
dents agreed to a candid dia- 
logue on human rights. In the 
last two days we have seen 
what a candid dialogue looks 
like. I made dear America’s 
view that a society is more, not 
less, likely to be stalrie when cit- 
izens have an outlet for the 
peaceful expression ofpn HhVvai 
views,” she said, in reference to 

the imprisonment of those who 
had tried to set up the China 
Democracy Party. But her 
words brought no concessions 
from the Chinese side. 

Top of Peking’s agenda of 
contentious issues was Wash- 
ington’s plan for a theatre mis- 


Alfaright: Has had 'candid 
dialogue’ with Chinese 

site defence (TMD) system, 
which might encompass Tai- 
wan. “I replied that, instead of 
worrying about a decision that 
has not been made to deploy 
defensive technologies that do 
not yet exist China should 
focus its energies on the real 
source of the problem- the pro- 
liferatkm of missiles," said Ms 
Albright. She called on C hma tn 
use its influence to encourage 
restraint by North Korea on 
missile development, and to 
develop dialogue with Taiwan. 

China views American 
protestations that TMD would 
be a defensive system as disin- 
genuous at best The Ebreign 
Ministry spokesman, Zhu 


Bout loesmiauonon 
the Korean peninsula is stable 
®nd we oppose the move by 
some countries to use this sit- 
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GENERAL Olusegun Obasanjo 

president-elect of Nigeria's fu- 
tare civilian government, has 
W dismissed claims by interna- 
tional observers and his oppo- 
•-." neat, OIu Falae, of extensive 
fraud in Saturday’s vote. 

In an exclusive interview 
with The Independent, 63-year- 
. old General Obasanjo said* 
“More than 17 million Nigerians 
•voted for me. If I am re ga rded 
as having been installed by the 
military then those 17 million 
people must be military." 

Earlier Mr Falae, whose al- 
liance was also accused of 
election fraud, called for a gov- 
ernment of national unity. He 
planned a legal challenge to the 
result -62.78 per cent for Gen- 
. era! Obasanjo against his 37.22 
percent 

General Obasanjo, who was 
A military head of state for three 
W years from 1976, is best known 
internationally for having hand- 
ed power to a civilian in 1979. 

But in a country ruled by 
junta for all but 10 of its 39 years 
of independence, there are 
fears that he will preside over 
a “military democracy" over- 
seen by generals. He will be for- 
mally installed for his four-year 
term on May 29. 

Throughout his campaign. 
General Obasanjo was reticent 
when questioned and his 
rhetoric, such as it was, won 
him no admirers in the in- 
ternational media. He even 
failed to turn up for the tele- 
vised election debate, alleged- 
ly because the questions were 
not provided in advance. 
g_ Yesterday the general, as he 

W is called by his aides, was equal- 
ly unforthcoming, staring at 
the floor during answers, re- 
sponding only in vague terms, 
and ill-at-ease with the spon- 
taneous nature of interviews. 

But he relished being asked 
bow he should be addressed in 
future. He stood up, wearing a 
pale blue agbada (traditional 
robe) and silver embroidered 
bonnet and raised his voice: 
"You can call me President 
Oiusegun Obasanjo or Presi- 
dent Chief Olusegun Obasanjo 
or, of course. President Gener- 
al Olusegun Obasanjo.’' 

He was vague about his pri- 
orities and backtracked on a 
pre-election pledge to with- 
draw Nigerian troops immedi- 
ately from intervention force 
duties in Sierra Leone. “Nige- 



By Alex 
Duval Smith 


na will always play a part in 
peace-keeping but we have to 
see what we can best do with- 
out straining our own re- 
sources,” he said. 

AH day the general received 
well-wishers at a suite in the 
Hilton Hotel in the capital, 
Abuja, including prominent 
businessmen who had given fi- 
nancial support 

But he feces glaring eco- 
nomic and social problems, 
extensive corruption and deep- 
ening poverty in tandem with a 
felling ofl price. 

The general said: “People 
talk about economic and social 
problems without going back to 
basics. The bask: problem is po- 
litical Unless we deal with po- 
litical issues, we will not make 
headway on economic issues.” 

Apparently referring to re- 
gional rivalries and confects, he 
added: “I will stretch out my 
hands of welcome to all Nige- 
rians, no matter what has hap- 
pened during the election 
process, until everyone feels 
they have a state and belongs 
to Nigeria. 

“Once this process is com- 
plete, it will be all hands on deck 
to eradicate corruption and for 
people to feel that justice and 
equity will be done. 

“Then we can address issues 
like communications, energy 
lack of water; education, health 
and the security of life and 
property You can see how pol- 
itics and issues all hang to- 
gether;” he said. 

General Obasanjo has three 
months to complete the tran- 
sition process in co-operation 
with the military head of state. 
General Abdulsaiami Abubak- 
ar. Yesterday, the Abubakar 
government finally announced 
a constitution would be pub- 
lished, probably this week 

Hie lack of such a docu- 
ment during the election 
process has been sharply crit- 


icised by local and interna- 
tional observers, led by the 
former United States presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter 

Mr Carter; who headed a del- 
egation of observers, told 
Nigerian election officials that 
fraud was so widespread it 
was impossible to judge 
whether the results were ac- 
curate, though the United 
States did congratulate Nige- 
ria on a peaceful election, say- 
ing it “broadly reflected the win 
of the Nigerian people". 

Clement Nwankwa, director 
of the Constitutional Rights 
Project, an observer group, 
said: “The publication now of 
the constitution confirms one 
of our worst fears - that the mfl- 
itaiy was waiting to see who 
would win the election before 
deciding which constitution to 
give us.” 

The Constitutional Rights 
Project, other pro -democracy 
groups and international ob- 


servers released extensive de- 
tails of election fraud during 
Saturday’s election. 

These included a turnout in 
the southern Bayelsa State of 
122.66 per cent when, in fact, 
the general impression was of 
scepticism and lack of interest 
in voting. 

The 10,000 local observers 
reported several cases of 
p olling station officials being 
led away at gunpoint while 
their ballot boxes were stuffed. 
In Kaduna, 50 children in 
school uniform were accredit- 
ed to vote by a teacher 

In Kano, in the north, people 
were said to be selling their 
votes for 10 naira (6p) and in 
the oil-producing Niger delta 
region, monitors said that 30 
minutes after an empty ballot 
box was placed on a polling 
table, 600 votes were found in- 
side it 

Leading article. 
Review page 3 
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President-elect Olusegun Obasanjo gestures to the crowds on the campaign 
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THE RACE to succeed Bill Clin- 
ton as President of the United 
States started in earnest yes- 
terday. with 18 months still to 
go until the 2000 election. 

George W Bush, the Repub- 
lican Governor of Ttexas and son 
of the former president, was 
due to announce his first steps 
towards the White House last 
night Mr Bush is front-runner 
to face A1 Gore, Mr Clinton's 
Vice-President and the most 
likely Democratic candidate. 
But Mr Bush must first beat the 
other Republican candidates. 



George Bush Jnr begins 
his wooing of the press 

The Bush camp has tried to 
damp public speculation about 
his candidacy, while doing 
everything it could to make 
sure the press was aware of his 
intentions. He called a sur- 
prise press conference yester- 
day after his staff had said he 
would not discuss his intentions 
until next week, apparently so 
he could announce his moves 
to the press in Texas before the 
rest of the US. 

Mr Bush was expected to set 
up a presidential exploratory 
committee, the first step to- 
wards declaring his candidacy. 


BY ANDREW MARSHALL 

in Washington 

He has won plaudits in the 
state and beyond for what he 
calls his “compassionate con- 
servativism”, which is aimed at 
distinguishing himself from the 
rest of the Republican pack. 

But the party is seriously di- 
vided. Most of the declared or 
likely candidates are position- 
ing themselves to the right of 
Him, to win support among the 
part's grassroots activists, and 
many are focusing their fire on 
Mr Bush, not the Democrats. 

Pat Buchanan, a journalist 
and former White House offi- 
cial, also declared himself a can- 
didate yesterday. He has set out 
his position for years as a pro- 
tectionist, an isolationist and an 
opponent of abortion. 

Mr Buchanan ran unsuc- 
cessfully against former pres- 
ident George Bush in 1988 and 
Robert Dole in 1992. Mr Dole 
lost to Mr Clinton. 

So fan Mr Bush - who was 
re-elected governor last year by 
a huge majority - is the 
favourite for the Republican 
race. Some polls show either be 
or Elizabeth Dole, the other Re- 
publican front-runner; would 
beat Mr Gore. 

But the election will largely 
be about money - the ability of 
candidates to raise huge 
amounts, keep a big stack 
through the primaries and then 
power into the election race. 

The primaries, where the 
parties select their candidates, 
are compacted into a shorter 
time period than usuaL Ibis wifi 
put more emphasis on Modes of 
states in the South, the Mid- 
West and (he South-West. 



Adam Brown demonstrating the decay of pier 25. The marine engineer knows only too weD how Manhattan's underside is crumbling 


Justin SutcUfe 


Grim tales at the end of the pier 


JUTTING OUT forlornly into the 
Hudson River near the lower 
end of Manhattan's West Side, 
pier 25 is not what it used to be. 
A golf putting business occur 
pies the section nearest the 
land - deserted on this cold 
morning- while the rest is con- 
demned. A chicken-wire fence 
deters humans fr o m roaming 
out too for. 

My guide, Adam Brown, 
takes no notice, squeezing 
open a gate in the fence and 
striding out to the pier’s tip. 
Years ago, Mr Brown used to 
five on an old steam tug tied up 
at the pier It is still there, but 
now it rests on the river-bottom 
with only the stack and part of 
the superstructure visible 
above the water 

Much more important, how- 
ever, is Mr Brown's knowl- 
edge of the underside of pier 
25 and the platoons of wooden 
piles that hold it aloft They are, 


to put it mildly, rotten and 
ready to collapse at any mo- 
ment I ask the obvious ques- 
tion - are we safe standing 
where we are? Yes, he replies. 
Then he notices my photogra- 
pher wandering more closely 
to the edge. “But I wouldn’t go 
where he is right now.” 

Compact and trim at 37, Mr 
Brown is a diver and a marine 
engineer Fbr years, he has in- 
spected the watery underpin- 
nings not just of this pier but of 
every pyrin Manhattan and of 
everything pIm frin ging the is- 
land, inducting bridges and the 
four-lane FDR Drive the length 
of the East Side. 

It is a line of business that 
brings many rewards. Mr 
Brown is passionate about 
rivers, the ocean and the ma- 
rine environment in general. 
Above water; he is also presi- 
dent of an advocacy group, 
the Working Waterfront Asso- 


american times 


NEW YORK 


datum, which promotes the 
renovation of New York’s mas- 
sive waterfront for marine 
uses. But the diving can be 
tough also. Mr Brown dives all 
yean including now when the 
water around the city is bare- 
ly above freezing. 

“I have an umbilical tube for 
air and a remrrmniretmns Hne 
to the people above me but, 
when rm down there, Tm re- 
ady all alone and it's black and 
murfy. It is a bit like sitting in 
a dosed closet with a flashlight 
and you only have this three- 
foot cane of light whereyou can 
see anything”, he says. 

Somethpes that cone re- 
veals unpleasant surprises. 
Dead pets are quite common. 
Mr Brown recalls a dive he 


took a few years ago beneath 
pier 26, next door to this one, 
when he bumped into some- 
thing soft It turned out to be 
the horribly distended body of 
a man that for one moment 
wrapped an arm around one 
his shoulders. “He was so in- 
flated it was if his clothes had 
been spray-painted an to him.” 

It was about 10 years ago 
that Mr Brown first began to 
notice something else going on 
beneath the waters around 
Manhattan. Tiny creatures 
known as marine boros, which 
for decades had been absent 
because of high levels of in- 
dustrial poKution, were starting 
to make a comeback. They are 
called borers for a reason - they 
Eke to eat timber: Wooden pil- 


ings such as the ones beneath 
this pier are their favourite. 

The borers come in two va- 
rieties. One is a crustacean, 
LirrmoriaUgnonan (otherwise 
know as a gribble), the other a 
mollusc usually referred to as 
a shipworm. Their return to 
New York is an ironic side- 
product of the city’s campaign 
to dean up both the East and 
Hudson Rivers. Only last week, 
authorities announced that 
local striped bass, banned from 
dinner tables for the past 23 
years because of contardnation, 
are now almost fit again fbr 
human consumption. 

Now the tily is faced with 
paying millions of dollars to re- 
pair the damage. Piers will 
have to be ixam down and, in this 
case - because it is part of a 
newfy designated Wsst Side 
park -rebuilt A large section 
has already broken off its con- 
crete surface now subsiding 


crazily into the choppy waters. 
M ean while, a multi-mfllion- 
dollar contract will soon go out 
to tender for initial studies into 
preventing chunks of FDR 
Drive from foiling into the East 
Rivec “Fbr a tong time, people 
just d&drft believe us. They had 
forgotten that borers could 
exist,” Mr Brown explains. 
“Today they are all over the 
place and it’s getting worse”. 

On more than one occasion,' 
he has been forced to dose sec- 
tions of road in New York with- 
out warning because of what he 
has found on their undersides. 
"There are areas where they 
were driving trucks on top and 
driving cam on top where there 
was nothing underneath.” 
Those are the moments Mr 
Brown confronts the worst of 
all the dangers of his job - that 
part of the dty might collapse 
on top of him. 

David Usborne 
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Save up to 50% on your holiday 



T he Independent/Independent 
on Sunday have teamed up 
with Travehvorld Direct to 
provide readers with massive 
discounts on a range of holidays. You 
can save up to 50 per cent off the 
brochure prices on a fabulous 
selection of summer and winter 
holidays, tours, cruises and short 
breaks from a wide range of 
brochures that will be featured today 
and throughout the week. 


HOW TO BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY 


To take advantage of this offer you need to choose 
your holiday from any of the brochures featured. You 
should then call the Travelworld Direct 
reservation line on 0990 423423. All holidays must 
be confirmed between Saturday 27 February and Sun- 
day 14 March and you will be required to pay a de- 
posit which will be deducted from your final 
invoice. The balance of your payment is due 10 weeks 
before your departure. For bookings made within 10 
weeks of departure, payment in full, less the discount, 
is required at the time of booking. You can use a 
Switch or Delta debit card, or credit card. Credit card 
payments will incur a 1.5 per cent handling charge. 



H O LI DAYS 


20 % 

OFF, 


TRADEW1ND 

WORLDWIDE HOLIDAYS 


10 % 

OFF, 


European Life is pleased to offer you a unique selection 
of hand-picked hotels, from cosy Chambre dhdtes to 
luxurious four star chateau, and from quiet countryside 
retreats to the heart of bustling cities, we have 
something to suit every taste. With the freedom to tailor- 
make your self-drive holiday, you can see the best of 
Europe at your own pace. 


15% 

OFF 


Save 15 percent on all charter flights to Canada, plus 
inclusive holidays from the Bluebird 99 brochure. You’ll 
find mini-breaks, self drive, bus and rail tours; car and 
motor-home rental; dty breaks and lots of hotels and 
resorts. 


Save 20 per cent off any safari with Somak holidays 
departing in May or June 1999. The destinations offered 
in the brochure indude some of the finest in the world, 
each offering its own unique attractions and appeal. So 
choose your safari holiday from a wide choice of options 
and call the holiday hotline today. 


Whatever you want to do ... be it snorkelling, deep-sea 
fishing, going on safari, cruising, touring or getting 
married in a far-off romantic location ... let Tradewinds 
help you do it in style. Plus a free executive lounge pass 
(applicable to departures from Manchester; London 
Heathrow, and London Gatwick). (The lounge facility at 
Heathrow 'Iferminal 4 will not be in use between 26 April 
and 24 May 1999 due to refurbishment.) 



BRITISH AIRWAYS 

HOLIDAYS 


i o% 

OFF, 


This discount is available on any flight only booted by 14 
March 99 to travel anytime. Summer or Winter. There’s 
a wide dunce of destinations to choose from including 
Turkey, mainland Spain, the Canaries, Florida, Madeira, 
Greece ... and many more. 


The fascination of the Fbr East, the calypso <*harm of 
the Caribbean, the romantic mysticism of the Middle 
East, the captivating wildlife of Africa or the secluded, 
sun kissed islands of the Indian Ocean ... British 
Airways can take you there. Choose any holiday from 
British Airways Holidays Worldwide, America and 
C a na da, Florida and the Caribbean, Australia and New 
Zealand, and Tours of the Wbrid. 


HOW TO RECEIVE YOUR DISCOUNT 


To qualify for the appropriate discount you must submit I 
four numbered tokens from either The Independent or The I 
Independent on Sunday, with the booking validation J 
form below. A total of nine tokens will be printed between J 
Saturday’ 27 February and Sunday 7 March 1999. Your J 
tokens and booking validation form must arrive with J 
Travelworld Direct by Sunday 14 March 1999. If j 
Travelworld Direct does not receive your tokens, you will ■ 
be sent a revised invoice for the full price of your | 
holiday. Tickets and travel documents will normally be | 
supplied seven to 10 days before departure. Please see the | 
full terms and conditions for this offer that appear at the 1 
bottom of this page. L 



APPLICATION FORM (include a tokens) 


Name: 


Address: 


■ ! Postcode; 

Booking Ref. no.: 

Send to: The Independent Promotion, 
Riverside House, Asp ley Marina, Wakefield 
Road, Huddersfield, HD1 3AF 



l. Offer applies to new bookings only eon- tOTns&cotKfitiOTSofbookmga^)ly.3. , nie bcx&ingunJessstatedotherwise. -LAhan- tfcerigfaltowilbdrawaiydiscom^ ^3lfi^8,9Kxilriyoucam^yourhcfidavthe ennied .. ■ 

firmed between 27 fbbroary 1999 and 14 offers featured cannot be combined with aqr dEug charge of L5 per cent applies to pay- out notice. 6. Not avaflabte In Republic of applicable discount beco^fcrS 9 ^ 

March 1999. 2. Participating tour operators other promote menfe by crwfo card Ireland. 7. Afl holidays are sutgect to avail- AppDcants-mnst be over 18 10. No photo-' 
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BUSINESS 


briefing 


Norwich Union earmarks £750m for annuities 


BUSINESS Rfvtfw 


In today’s additional business section* 
Centrica's City comeback 

How Sir John Hall’s sports business dream 
went wrong 

McRae ’ Jo Davis, Diane Coyle 
and The Trader y 


NORWICH UNiONyesterday re- 
vealed it had set aside £750m to 
cover the cost of paying guar- 
anteed annuities to customers 
who bought pensions in the 
1960s, 1970s and 1980s. 

The provision is the largest 
yet to be revealed in the life in- 
dustry and reflects Nil’s expo- 
sure to a problem expected to 
cost the indusfay a total of fiobn. 

Annuity guarantees were for 
decades used to promote the 


BY ANDREW VERITY 


sale of pension policies for the 
self-employed. They typically 
promised a saver an annual re- 
tirement income worth at least 
12 per cent of the amount saved 

As long as long-term interest 

rates stayed in doublefigures - 
as they did for most erf the past 
30 years - insurers expected 
never to lose money on the 
guarantees. 


But last year long-term in- 
terest rates plummeted to their 
lowest level since 1966, leaving 
a giant gap between what 
insurers bad promised and what 
they could afford to fond. Many 
insurers arenow reserving hun- 
dreds of Tnflliftim of pounds to 
cover their exposure to the 
guarantees. 

Richard Harvey NU chief 

executive, (fisdosed the level of 
the provision for the first time 


yesterday, ending months of 
uncertainty ova: the scale of 
Nil's exposure. He said the 
company had doubled the level 
Preserves after the foQ in long- 
term interest rates last year 
^bavealwaysresejTCdfbr 
guaranteed annuities -they are 
part of an overall business of 
offering guarantees within 
mnr he said. 

The cost of the guarantees 
wifi be met from free reserves 


within the life fund of NU - 10 
per cent owned by shareholders 
- slightly eroding the company’s 
financial strength. NIPs free 
asset ratio - the headline mea- 
sure of financial strength - fell 
from 15 to 125 last yean 
NU also said its shareholders, 
including L3 milli on policy- 
holders who kept their shares 
when foe insurer demutualised 
ml 997, win receive a 10 per cent 
rise in dividend to 125p a share. 


The company turned in op- 
erating earnings up ll per cent, 
boosted by a 6 per cent growth 
in new business worldwide. Mr 
Harvey said the company 
planned to raise general insur- 
ance premiums by 5 to 10 per 
cent in foe coming year. 

He added NU was On target 
to deliver £30m a year in cost 
savings foBowing its purchase of 
London & Edinburgh, the gen- 
eral insurer; last autumn. 


pJB srofits and dividend slashed 



outlined plans to expand into Asia-Pacific. 

06111 last year as coal sales to foe 
Jdeaj^tymfostry dropped sharply and prices felL 
3 »M*ard Budge, chief executive, said RJB could use its 
ISBF Australia’s CDC Resources to increase 

Iltypresaace m the region. Pre-tax profits fell from EiTim 

ifo £50mas coal sales declined by 17 per cent to 26 mfflion 

ponnes. The payout was cut from 20p to 7p. 

wriva steers towards rail bid 

the bus operator, said it would w«ir^ a bid at 
tte next round of rail franchises “if the price was 
nghf.Bob Davies, chief executive, said it was too early 
to shy which franchises Arriva would be interested in. 

The company’s UK bus division grew operating 
profits by 9 percent, while group pre-tax profits for the 
year to 21 December feD to £<HL5m from £10lm in 1997 
.on turnover of £L55bn, up from £L42bm The shares 
rose 14L5p to 391.5p. 


Bundesbank steps in gsS 


to boost ailing euro 


CRH looks for £680m purchases 

CRH, foe Irish budding materials group, said it could spend 
up to lbn euros (£680m) on acquisitions in 1999. Harry 
1 Sheridan, finance director said the group was looking to 
boost its presence in Poland and I <atin America to reduce 
its reliance on the US and European markets.Tbe group 

posted a 27 per cent jump in 1998 pre-tax profits to 409m 

euros on turnover up 23 per cent to &2ibn euros. 


STOCK MARKETS 



EUROPEAN CENTRAL hanks 
ha m stepped in for foe first 
time to support foe euro cm the 
foreign exchanges. The Bun- 
desbank intervened in foe mar - 
&et yesterday as the new 
currency hovered near record 
lows, according to traders. 

Tbe intervention to try and 
support the euro came as offi- 

riala g gnaltorf that fo e Kn mppfln 

Central Bank would resist po- 
litical pressure to cut interest 
rales this week Analysts believe 
the weakness of the grrhangA - 
rate is one of the main factors 
holding back foe ECB. 

The euro, which has depre- 
dated against the worid’s mzgor 
currencies since its launch, 
dosed at a record low a gainst 
sterling of 67. 6p. It has lnst5per 
cent against foe pound this yean 


by Diane Coyle 
and lea Paterson 


But it pulled back from Monday’s 
low against foe dollar following 
foe widespread rumours of mar- 
ket intervention. The European 
currency was trading at £1.095, 
up from Monday’s low of $1,085. 

Traders at several leading 
banks said foe Bundesbank had 
been seQmg both sterling and foe 
dollar in exchange for the new 
European currency. 

“The Bundesbank has ap- 
parently been involved in the 
market today and it seems that 
other national central banks 
have been in and out of the mar- 
ket over the last few days,” said 

one t rader. 

At another bank, file director 
of eurrexy research, said: “Our 


traders say that Buba [the Bun- 
desbank! has been intervening 
in both doUarfeuro and ster- 
ling/euro” 

The weakness of foe euro is 
expected to prevent foe ECB 
from taking any action on rates 
this week. Ernst Welteke, a 
prominent Bundesbank council 
member, said yesterday: ‘There 
is a big questionmark about 
whether a further reduction in 
rates would boost growth.” 

Ottmar Issfng , chief econo- 
mist of the ECB, and Christian 
Noyes a French member of its 

fynrrvW! mark* similar remarks 

earlier this week. 

The refusal to budge on 
interest rates has pitted the 

central h ank agains t pr Jitiriflns 

-notabty Oskar Lafontaine, Ger- 
many’s finance minister -call- 


ing on foe ECB to boost demand. 
As this makes foe central hank 
less likely to act, observers see 
the manoeuvres as a means of 

making sum foe hanlnM^g»t- Hie 

blame for potential economic 
problems. 

“Less than three months into 
the euro we are seeing some po- 
litical tensions, " said Graham 
Bishop of Salomon Brothers. 
He added that with a weak cur- 
rency strong monetary growth 
and uncomfortably high wage 
settleme nts in Germany there 
was not a dear economic case 
for an interest rate reduction. 

However figures yesterday 
showed inflati on in the ll euro 
countries was stable at just 0.8 
per cent in January. The level of 
prices feUOJ. per cent during the 
month. 


Some dealers said it was un- 
clear whether the Bundesbank 
was actively trying to support the 
euro yesterday or simply en- 
gaging in run-of-the-mill com- 
mercial activities. One said: “It 
may have been a genuine order 
from Buba If it was intervention, 
it was on a pretty small scale.” 

Analysts said rumours of cen- 
tral bankattempts to propup the 
ailing European curomcyvrould 
become more common if the 
euro’s weakness persisted. 

One analyst said: “We Ve had 
a sharp depreciation in foe ex- 
change rate and it’s only natur- 
al the market is a bitpttery.” 

The Bundesbank refused to 
confirm or deny foe reports. A 
spokesman said: “We do not 
c omment, nn r umo urs as a mat - 
ter of principle.” 


goes for 

radical 

remake 


By David Usrorne 
in New York 
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INTEREST RATES 



as pay 
rises slow 


By Lea Paterson 

AND DIANE COYLE 
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CURREN Cl ES 




BUSINESS AND unions called 
on the Bank of England to cut 
interest rates again after new 
figures showed a marked slow- 
down in the growth of average 
earnings. The pay figures were 
relaunched yesterday after a 
four-month suspension as the 
Bank's Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee CMPO began its two-day 
meeting. 

The outline of next week's 
Budget was sketched to the 
MPC by the Treasury repre- 
sentative. Some analysts 
thought this meant that the 
MPC would wait another 
month to avoid appearing to 
prejudge the Chancellor; but 
others predicted a quarter- 
point cut in rates at noon today 

Kate Barker, chief econom- 
ic adviser at foe Confederation 
of British Industry; called for an 
interest-rate cut of at least 
another quarter point This 
would be the sixth reduction in 
as many months. 




Treasury minister Patricia Hewitt tznveHIng the report of the inquiry into earnings data yesterday Tom Craig 


However; the new average 
earnings figures vindicated the 
Bank’s unpopular decision to 
raise interest rates last June. 
Fay growth did pick up sharply 
in the spring as the original of- 
ficial figures -but not a subse- 
quent revised set - had shown. 
' The new figures show that 
the headline rate of earnings, 
which excludes bonuses. 


peaked at 5.7 per cent in May 
- well above the 45 per cent 
limit the Bank considers com- 
patible with its inflation target 
But the earnings growth rate 
fefl to 4J2 per cent in December; 
reveals new Office for Nation- 
al Statistics data. 

Mervyn King, Bank Deputy 
Governor of the Bank, said the 
MPC had been briefed on the 


progress of foe pay data inquiry 
“at various stages”. However; 
the committee did not have 
details of the new figures until 
Monday. 

Patricia Hewitt, foe Trea- 
sury minister, said- “What we 
still have to do, and will do, is 
strengthen arrangements for 
the integrity and independence 
of official statistics.” A White 


Paper on greater independence 
for the ONS will be published by 
the s umm er 

Dr Tim Holt, ONS director, 
who first raised concerns about 
the figures, said: “In short, we 
got it wrong and on behalf of the 
ONS I wish to apologise for that 
Errors of judgement were 
made, but at all times ONS staff 
acted in good faith.” 


Directors’ bonuses anger Alldays investors 


+0?0c 1 6465_ S 
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DIRECTORS OP the Alldays 
convenience store chain are 

facing a backlash from institu- 
tional investors after the pay- 
ment of large bonuses last year 
during which the company's 
shares lost 90 per cent of their 
value. 

(Win Glass, the chief exec- 
utive, was paid a bonus of 
£104,000, the equivalent of 42 
per cent of his annual salary. 
George Leckie, the finance di 


BY NIGEL COPE 
Associate City Editor 


rector; received an £81,000 
bonus equivalent to 55 per cent 
of salary. The “special one-off 
payments” were made for the 
“successful disposal” of the 
grotto’s food service business, 
which was sold to Brake Bros 
for £43. 6m is November 
The bonuses were paid in 
spite of a calamitous year for 


foe group w h ich saw the shares 
fell from 621.5p last spring to a 
low of 62J5p in February fol- 
lowing a profits' collapse and a 
warning on trading. 

One investor with a major 
stake in the company said- “We 
will be asking them to justify it 
when we see them next It 
does not look good.” 

Pirc, the corporate gover- 
nance specialist, added: “We 
have severe reservations about 


certain aspects of the corporate 
governance structure, partic- 
ularly regarding remunera- 
tion.” 

Alldays revealed that it had 
originally intended the bonus- 
es to be higher but they were 
scaled back after the group’s 
trading difficulties became ap- 
parent 

Cohn Glass’ bonus was orig- 
inally £175,000 before the ad- 
justment Mr Leckie was paid 


the foil amount because he 
had already used the money to 
settle a capital gains tax liabil- 
ity. His bonus will be adjusted 
next year; the company said. 

Justifying the payments a 
spokesman for Alldays said: 
“They were for securing a bet- 
ter than expected price for the 
sale of a business to the only 
realistic buyer” 

The shares closed 4p lower 
at 72 .5p. 


HEWLETT-PACKARD, one of the 
biggest names of California’s Sil- 
icon Valley announced yester- 
day that it intends remaking 
itself. The company which has 
recently lagged behind rivals in 
share performance and profits, 
announced a radical plan to 
split itself into two new entities. 

One company will retain the 
main computer and ima ging 
businesses that Hewlett- 
Packard has become best 
known for among consumers. 

The rest wiD be spun away to 
form an entirety new company 
encompassing its lower profile 
divisions that manufacture test 
and measuring equipment 

“We are taking this action to 
sharpen the strategic focus of 
our businesses, and improve 
their agility and responsiveness 
to customers and partners,” 
said Lewis Platt, the company 
president; yesterday. Shares in 
HP rose sharply yesterday in 
New York after a delayed opt- 
ing. 

After a firecracker period in 
foe earty 1990s, when printers in 
particular drew in revenues, 
HP has faded Harsh price com- 
petition in the PC market ate 
into profits and the company’s 
important server division was 
hurt by rivals Sun Microsystems 
and IBM. 

Meanwhile, HP shares have 
risen 17 per cent over the past 
two years, well below many oth- 
ers in the valley. 

By announcing the split, the 
company is following the path 
trodden by other American 
leviathans who were also seek- 
ing to boost their fortunes. They 
have included in recent years, 
AT&T which spun off its equip- 
ment divisions to form Lucent, 
as well as ITT Corporation. 

No name has yet been cho- 
sen for the new measurements 
and testing devices company It 
will operate entirety indepen- 
dently however with its own 
board of directors. Current 
holders ofHP shares will receive 
shares in both companies, 
according to a plan approved by 
directors yesterday 

HP added that it is consid- 
ering an initial public offering of 
about 15 per cent of the mea- 
surement company’s outstand- 
ing shares by the end of this 
yean If it goes ahead, it wfll be 
foe largest IPO ever taken m Sil- 
icon Valley. 

HP is a veritable grand- 
daddy compared with mo^; of its 
rivals. Founded in a suburban 
garage in 1938 by Bill Hewlett 
and David Packard, both elec- 
trical engineers, it began life by 
selling audio oscillators to the 
Walt Disney Company. 

From there, it quickly ex- 
panded to produce a variety of 
high-technology equipment 

The company has annual 
revenues of $47bn, of which 
$40bn comes from the comput- 
er and imaging businesses. 
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The London market moved 
sideways yesterday as institutions 
sat it out ahead of today’s interest- 
rate derision. The FTSE 100 ended 
just 0.4 prints higher at 6,0613 in 
thin volumes. The small cap 
followed, dosing 2 l 3 lower at 
2J276& Bid rumours helped the 
FTSE 250 to do better; dosing 18J) 
up at 5JT77J, its highest this year 
Rentokfl Initial was the biggest 
blue-chip fallen marked down as it 

foiled to meet its 20 per cent 
earnings growth target 

Market report, page 19 ■ 


US STOCKS were trading higher 
yesterday led by the technology 
group Hewlett-Packard, which 
announced plans to split itself 
into two. 

“The Hewlett-Packard news 
brings a better tone to the 
market, which has been in a kind 
of holding pattern,'* said one 
trader. 

The Dow Jones index was 
trading up 83J3 points at 
9,407.91. The high-technology 
Nasdaq index was 2L13 points 
higher at 2^16^1. 


| ft [ TOKYO 

THE NIKKEI INDEX fell bdOW the 
key 14,000 index yesterday for the 
first time since earty February 

Shares initially gained following 
feUs In the yen - sparked by record 
Japanese unemployment data. 
However; unwinding of corporate 
cross-shareholdings later in the day 
took the index more than 2 per cent 
lower; The Nikkei dosed at 
13,921.06, down 300.69 prints. 

New official data revealed 
Japan's jobless rate hit 4.4 per emit 
in January The figures sent the dol- 
lar back over the 120 yen barrier 


BRAZILIAN shares slipped soon 
after the opening, with investors 
nervously eyeing the Brazilian 
real. The currency hit a new 
■record low of 2-23 to the doDai; 
forcing the central bank to 
intervene. One trader said the 
honeymoon period following the 
appointment of the new central 
bank president last month was 
over, and the market ueded to 
see action. Yesterday afternoon, 
the benchmark Rovespa share 
index was trading 67.03 points, 
or 0.73 per cent, lower at 9230.97. 


GERMAN shares ended modestly 
higher; boosted by earty gains on 
'M Street However; overall 
sentiment remained gloomy amid 
concern over economic prospects. 
This was underlined when the 
Chambers of Commerce 
downgraded its 1999 growth 
forecast from 2 to L5 per cent The 
electronic Xetra DAX ended up 
18.77 points at 4,797.84. 

Shares Preussag group ctimbed 
135 per cent amid rumours of a 
possible bid for the UK company, 
First Choice Holidays. 
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Bank can feel quietly satisfied 


.gceiori'MH**"* piaosocs, apologised 
yesterday for the fiasco his organi- 
sation had made of calculating and 
revising official figures for average 
— he would have added an 


ui wniriDOn to 
the Bank of Engand. All users 
expect official statistics to be accu- 
rate and reliable, but it is crucial for 
the Bank’s judgement about interest 
rates. ’ 

The reason is that official figures 

are the only defence against anec- 
dotal evidence, the heavy artillery 

V used by business lobby groups and 
industry in their attack on the MPCs 
dedsions. Any industrialist or man- 
ufacturing union can reel offjob loss- 
es here and low pay settlements 
•there. The Bank can only set what 

' ks wfflbe the right rate for the 
_ economy having the fuDpio- 

W- tore, and the only way to get the full 
| picture is to look at comprehensive, 
I national data ba sed on a wide sam- 
| pie, properly weighted and adjusted 
seasonal fluctuations. 



Outlook 


in themselves, they helped tip the bai- 
ance of argument in the monetary 
meeting. But the move was so un- 
popular with the business lobby that 
there was general rejoicing - 
later fury in Threaihteedle Street - 
wh«i the ONS revised the figures to 


When the MPC raised interest 
ites to their peak of 7.5 per cent in 
™ jne, the official average pammgg 
figures were the last piece of a jig- 
gsaw portraying a generally tight 
Btoourmariflst Although not decisive 


uig rather than accelerating in the 
spring. 

The Bank can now feel quietly sat- 
lsfied that what looks to have been 
a very thorough review of the aver- 
age earnings figures has resulted in 
a series that looks much more like 
the original picture before the ONS 
started fiddling with it 

The contest is now whoDy differ- 
ent, however. Growth has slowed to 


near standstill, the international 
backdrop is as depressed as eve; and 
inflation remains near its target. So 
although pay is rising at an under- 
lying rate of 15 per cent, the Bank's 
tolerance limit, it does not have die 
automatic implication that interest 
rates won’t fall a gain 

la feet, die downward trend in 
earnings, albeit from a higher than 
expected peak, encouraged the fi- 
nancial markets to be a bit more 
hopeful yesterday about the possi- 
bility of a rate cut News about eco- 
nomic activity since last month’s 
MPC meeting has been mere upbeat 
On the other hand, there remains no 
sign of inflationary pressure. 

The complicating factor this 
month is next week’s Budget The 
MPC win already know its broad out- 
line so that it can base its judgement 
on whatever fiscal stance Ihe Chan- 
cellor has decided to adopt Hie 
c ommitted might f*al nilati» t h at if it 
does cut rates, this wfll be read as 
a vote of no-confidence in growth 
prospects. And if it doesn't cut 
rates, this might be taken as a sign 
of a loosening of fiscal policy to 
come, hi these circumstances, the 
only proper course for the MPC is 
to ignore how its actions might be 
interpreted, and simply weigh all 


the hard fects -with abifc more con- 
fidence in their accuracy afteryes- 
terday’s review. 


Euro weakness 


YOU WOULD think that by now 
Oskar Lafontaine and his deputy at 

th e Ger man financ e minis try. Bem - 
er Flassbeck. might have learned 
their lessen. Evecytime they open 
their mouths to berate the European 
Central Bank for not cutting inter- 
est rates fast enough, it only makes 
all those independently thinking 
central bankers more determined 
than ever not to follow their advice. 
This is becoming an ever more 

Silly and damaging gamp of who 

blinks first We cannot be seen to do 
what the politicians tell us, the ECB 
wmc to gay, as that would damage 
our credibility. So we can’t cut rates, 
even tf we thought there might be a 
case for it So silly has the process 

hfVYmiP that Mr ff lasshgrJrmight Hp 
n yimTTkpty tn aim 

if he were to demand a rate increase 
than by speaking his mind. 

Meanwhile, the euro seems to 
have been born a siddy i nfa nt As yet 
it is unclear whether this is more to 
do with the weakness of the German 


and French economies town the 
Effily counter cydical direction of Eu- 
ropean and American interest rates. 
The ECB claims to have no exchange 
rate target, or indeed to take the ex- 
change rate into account at all in 
making its interest rate decisions. 
But plainly currency weakness has 
become as good an emuseas ary for 

not cutting rates. 

Politicians are a devious lot, and 
there is certainty a degree of “blame 
management” in whatever Mr La- 
fontaine has to say about file ECB. 
By blaming the ECB, he can to 
some extent deflect attention from 
his own policy mistakes. By file 
same token, it makes good sense po- 
litically to make the ECB a scapegoat 
for the euro's wider problems. If the 
euros a disaster it won’t be the politi- 
cians who invented it who are to 
blame, but the ECB. Even so, it can 
reasonably be assumed that Mssrs 
t .flfhnt-ftmft and Flassbeck do gen- 
uinely want interest rate cuts. 

So how can the ECB be per- 
suaded to do its duty? One possibil- 
ity is that politicians have chose too 
simplistic a target A big problem 
with toe ECB as presently consti- 
tuted is that it has no proper infla- 
tion target. The main instrument for 
deterxrhiing policy is monetary tar- 


geting, commensurate with the gen- 
eral target of keeping inflation below 

2 per cent There is little guidance 
as to what this means, though it is 
generally assumed the ECB wouldn't 
pursue price deflation as a policy ob- 
jective. Even so, the assumed range 
of 0 to2 per cent creates a ready zone 
of inactivity and potential for exact- 
ly the sort of paralysis the ECB now 
seems to be suffering from. 

By contrast, the Bank of Eng- 
land's inflation target is a symmet- 
rical one. It is as much of an offense 
to overshoot on the downside as on 
toe upside. This seems such an em- 
inently sensible approadi to recon- 
ciling the policy aim of full 

onido^mientwitothatoftowTnflalym 
that ft is amazing our European part- 
ners haven’t yet seen fit to copy it 


Pensions 


FOR PEOPLE who have been saving 
for their pension with Norwich 
Union, yesterday’s confirmation that 
it is setting aside £75(kii to pay fo: an- 
nuity guarantees must have a sat- 
isfying ring about it For most 
pension savers, this year is possibly 
toe worst year to retire in decades. 
The reason is that annuity rates - 


which determine the rate of retire- 
ment incoroeyidded by their pension 
savings - have hit their lowest level 
since the sixties. Five years ago, a 
000,000 pension fund could buyare- 
tirement income of over 03,000 a 
year; now it te closer to £8,000 a year. 

Norwich Union savers who 
bought policies in the seventies and 
eagbtieshavebeen insulated from the 
problem. Their policies typically 
guarante ed an annual retirement il> 
come well into double figures. As 
Norwich Union guaranteed these 
rates, it must now pay them re- 
gardless of how low they have sunk. 

In a sense, such savers are dou- 
bly fortunate. Their pension funds are 
already swollen by toe lengthy bull- 
run on the stock market since the 
eaify 1970s. So even if annuity rates 
bare fallen, foe impart on retirement 
incomes is offset by the greater 
capital value of foeirpension savings. 
In other words, those with guaran- 
tees are getting the upside of the bull- 
run without toe downside of felling 
yields. Unfortunately, other policy- 
holders -those without the guaran- 
tees - are paying for that double 
benefit The £750m provision to pay 
for file guarantees is coming out of 
Norwich Union's long-term fond, 90 
per cent owned by policyholders. 


!f 



WWM ;r7- 


BoS links with US evangelist 
in telephone banking deal 









•5 aar** 


&NK OF SCOTLAND is joining 
roes with the flamboyant 
merican television evangelist 
. gRobertson to launch a new 
lephone banking venture in the 
■aited States. 

The operation, to be called the 
- *w Foundation Bank, is mod- 
led on Sainsbmy’s Bank, the 
nt venture between Bank of 
attend and the supermarket 
oup that pioneered branchless 
-hiring in the UK in 1997. 
Bank of Scotland wfll be the 
gorily shareholder in the new 
Mure and provide the kncrw- 
K while subcontracting toe 
pralion of the call centre and 
ioffice to Marshall & fllsley. 
3S financial services group 
«d in Wisconsin, 
applications for regulatory 
iroval were filed with the 
terican authorities yesterday. 


By Andrew Garfield 
F inancial Editor 


No final decision had yet been 
taken on where and when to 
launch the venture. However; it 
is expected to be ready for 
launch within five months, start- 
ing probably in the Mid-west, 
where Dr Robertson has a 
strong following, before rolling 
out nationally as demand 
dictates. 

Peter Burt, Bank of Scotland 
group chief executive, said toe 
venture, if successful, would 
cost toe bank some “tens of mil- 
lions of dollars’* in the firstyear. 
“There are no front-end costs. If 
successful, we wfll require cap- 
ital to fund the bank. But it is 
structured in such a way as to 
limit the downside.” 

AswithSainsbury’s Bank, the 


venture wfll start by offering 
high-interest deposits before 
expanding into other products. 

Dr Robertson is a controver- 
sial figure in the US. A darting 
of the Christian right, he ran un- 
successfully ft> r president in 
1988 on an unashamedly right- 
wing programme. 

He is best known for having 
founded the Christian Broad- 
casting Network, a religious 
television chann el that he sold 
to Rupert Murdoch for $L5bn in 
1997. 

Mr Burt said toe idea for toe 
venture had come from Bill 
Hendry, who heads up Bank of 
Scotland’s existing US opera- 
tions and who first raised toe 
idea with the American TV evan- 
gelist a year ago. 

Mr Burt said the bank would 
be managed at arm's length 


from Dr Robertson’s other busi- 
ness activities, flHffing that it 
would be improper to mix what 
is a purely commercial venture 
with Dr Robertson’s “charitable 
and reEgious works”. 

“He has a tremendous track 
record as a successful entre- 
preneur;” Mr Burt said. 

Dr Robertson, whose fore- 
bears left Scotland in 16® - the 
same year Bank of Scotland 
was founded by a decree of the 
Scottish Parliament - said yes- 
terday: “Hie objective is to pro- 
vide the American co nsum er 
with a bank that is committed to 
service and value. Bankof Scot- 
land brings unparalleled expe- 
rience of service-oriented 
banking combined with a real 
understanding of the power of 
branding and marketing in start- 
up banking operations." 



Pat Robertson: The bank will be ran at arm’s length 
from the controversial evangelist’s other businesses 


Independent group 
in Australian sale 


INFORMA, the exhibitions and 
publications group that was 
created in December by the 
merger of LLP and IBC, yes- 
terday added Australia's oldest 
maritime newspaper; the 
Daily Commercial News, to its 
stable. 

Informa is buying the title 
for A$10m (£ R2m) from APN 
News & Media, the Australian 
media group in which Inde- 
pendent Newspapers, owner of 
The Independent, has a 33 per 
cent stake. 

Infbrma plans to combine 
the Daily Commercial News, 
which was set up in 1891, with 
its own title, Lloyd's List Aus- 
tralian Weekly. From April, a 
combined paper will be pub- 
lished three times a week 

David Gilbertson, Informa’s 
chief executive, said the ac- 
quisition would “enable Infor- 
ma to offer an unrivalled 


By Our City Staff 


information service to the Aus- 
tralian import and export com- 
munity". The title has 4,000 
subscribers and last year 
made a pre-tax profit of 
A$900,000 on turnover of 
A$4£m. 

The news emerged as APN 
reported a 16 per cent increase 
in pre-abnormal net profit 
after tax and minorities to 
A$35.3m for the year to last De- 
cember, the sixth year of 
growth since the company was 
floated in 1992. 

The rise was driven by a 15 
per cent increase in operating 
profits from the broadcasting 
division and a 10 per cent prof- 
its hike from the outdoor ad- 
vertising unit, which was 
helped by the accelerating in- 
terest in the Olympic Games, 
to be held in Sydney next year. 
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ave time and money by using our high 
Brfbrmance 368-2 notebook which includes 
4Mb RAM and fast 6.4Gb hard disk for just 
1099 +VAT or only £36.09 per month on our 
iw APR plan. 

Tder the Exec model now and pay nothing 
ntil the year 2000 on our 
o Deposit, Interest Free option! 


rime Mobile Office 


Wur*' ■’* 


**■,«-.* 







mWHK AMD K6-2 3D processor 
&4Gb UDMA-33 hard disk 
64Mb RAM (128Mb on *s‘ model) 

12.1" TFT SVGA colour screen 
24x CD-ROM drive 
1.44Mb floppy drive 
128-bit 30 2Mb graphics 
TlMut tor large screen TV 
3D Wavefeble stereo sound 
Bu&Mn speakers & microphone 
SI* high performance cache 
MM ViaVfoice 98 Executive 
speech recognition 
Uplink Windows* 98 software 
Hfctbsoft Windows* 9S 

Over £800 of CO Software 
including Lotus SmartSurte Millennium 

IfrfiV model: indudes 129 Mb RAM for just 
#VAT= E105.75 extra 

4 model: includes microphone, 
pass, joystick, gamepad, 4 games and 3 


^Ksfor £99+VAT=£116-33 extra. 
*ud axto. Mi &B) E»C £299) 36« * && ^ 1 
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Pay Nothing Until March 2000 

12 Months Interest Free Option 
on EXEC models only 

A APR TVpfeaniBnw Example: 

o add ■ cash prica °f £1000 APR 0% 
20^ APH Qr36nKmhsat£4&8& 


d by . 17 per cent to £57.6 billion 
■ 55 P per share 

d investment sales up 6 per cent, 


Time Low APR Purchase Plan 

available on all models 

. — n, TVpM finance Example: 

■" APR Casfi price tiOOQ. No deposit 

■■V%«YEM3 tnd 4S month* xt C2733. 

^ Tbtal price £131 1,84. APR 14.9%. 


Freephone Time today offer ends isth 


0800 77 tl 07 


side 


^ we’re on your 

,r*.-k a uiin M - oaaa PriMfc MWtkM ewa 

taiMnMkijgun L* Bn, to al m - iq li t 


120 stores nationwide. For store details call 0800 316 2 317 

area Salas Unaa Open: Monday - Friday 030am - 7pm, Sauday Bam - 5pm Sunday: lOam - 4pm 

B812 TCft fo Itatw. BI2K 17 OT 01 . SflM no mcnay no« lac W gu, nAa COM CMfMr, OSHa 

.‘.v; _ MOM rit-M iHm, ■t.irl ti rtmntw , - - ■- 


Street, Norwich NRr 3NG 
s: http://www.norwich-unlon.co.uk 


m ew Duafinam. 6aBdb nemB,dih*«}^eiin5-7d«>. UDHustna 

n 1* ta. Dapendagar b^obb. mh mx&xm an p»e 


JCfiiirrti. Copies or the full Giaup accounts which tndude dw audited 
Statement) will be circulated to shareholders. 
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ompass sell-off helps 
oint FTSE downhill 
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j the catering group, 
“'T J ®?nfed up a taste- 
*5? **“* left Investors 
"^Ungforthe exit 
* fl®a hi the ointment 
courtesy of Accor, the 
nty restaurant giant with 
per cent stake in the UK 
B. The Parisian gourmets 

d to issue a dishy bond 

can be converted in 
shares at any time 
u now and 2002. 
fixed-income instru- 
-» worth 390m euros - 

than £265ra- enables the 

ch, which once held some 
pa* cent of Compass, to get 
* of the former Grand Met's 
'toot But it is also a neat 
to hedge risks on Com- 
as investors can sit on the 
’ and wait to see how the 
i price moves before de- 
ciding whether to convert 
•= Tbe trick is that the con- 
version price is set at a 26-30 
-^per cent premium to the cur- 
7fent share price, suggesting 
=<fiat punters will rush to con- 

1^ 

+r 

rEXPECT SOME activity in 
'Bala Resources after ‘a 
board shake up announced 
after the market dosed. 

Albert Reynolds, the 
.former Irish prime 
minister, is the new 
ctyuadrman of the oil 
exploration company, 
unchanged at Ip yesterday. 
Tony Peart a Las mo 
veteran, becomes 
managing director. The 
Mgb-profile appointments 
cone with a I£1.75m 
placing at Ip. Funds will 
be used to bade ventures 
in Libya and Iraq. 
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vert if the stock rises. “It’s a 
great instrument for those 
who are worried about Com- 
pass valuation. If the shares 
take off they can convert but 
if they M, they stay with the 
bond,” (me insider said. 

The appearance of the bond 
prompted several investors 
and hedge funds to sell Com- 
pass and buy the bond. The 
switch left the stod^ one of the 
great outperfor me rs of recent 
times, more than 44J5plower 
at 746. 5p in a hefty volume of 
hearty 12 m shares. 

Compass was saved the 
embarrassment of the FTSE 
100 wooden spoon by Rentokil 
Initial. The hygiene group, 
down 48p to 400.75p, cleaned 


up as the worst-perfonning 
blue chip after missing out on 
its 20 per cent earnings 
growth target for the first 
time in 13 years. Brokers 
rushed to downgrade 1999 
profits by some £15m on wor- 
ries that RentokQ’s soaraway 
success is finally coming to an 
end. 

The catering and cleaning 
tribulations were a rare spot 
of excitement in a dull day TCie 
FTSE 100 index dosed a mere 
0.4 ahead at 6,061.3 in thin vol- 
ume as a number of lag hitters 
stuck to the sidelines ahead of 
today’s interest rate decision. 

Allied Domecq was in good 
spirits on renewed talk of a de- 
merger of its drinks and pubs 
subsidiaries. The stock fizzed 
4p up to 477p, as analysts 
hi g hli ghte d the takeover at- 
traction of tire two compo- 
nents and said that a split 
Allied is worth around 560p. 

Allied’s booze brands, 
which include Beefeater gin 
and Teacher's scotch, will be 
a great catch for the Canadi- 
an group Seagram or the US 
rum gfent Bacardi. The under- 
performing pubs could be sold 
to a UK brewer. 

Insurers were in good form, 
buoyed by a positive general 


insurance result from Nor- 
wich Union, up 5p to 451.75p. 

CGU latched on to its 
rival's good news and soared 
43p to 928p. A Goldman Sachs 
“outperform" recommenda- 
tion also helped Royal & San 
jumped on the bandwagon 
and finished up 2i.75p to 
533.25p. 

GEC continued to live off 
Monday’s purchase of the US 
telecom equipment company 
Reltec, and put on 20p to 536p. 
GUS, the catalogue retailer 

which awns Argos, ordered a 
26p advance to 822p as Merril 
Lynch set a 875p price target 
Marks & Spencer was still 
reeling from Monday's gloomy 
note from WestLB and lost 
i&25p to 395p. 

The undercard was a much 
happier place, with the re- 
cent bid fever showing no sign 
of abating. A string of good re- 
sults also helped and the 
FTSE 250 rose 18.9 to 5^77.3. 
the highest since the ban- 
ning of the year The Small Cap 
marked time and ended 23 
lower at 2^7&3. 

British Land developed a 
2lp rise to 529.5p. The talk is 
that the float of Canary Wharf 
could prompt the property 
group to spin off its Broadgate 
complex in the City of London. 
Land Securities followed suit 
with a 14p rise to 837J>p, and 
MEPC, up lOp to 480p, com- 
pleted the property hat-trick. 

Housebuilders were looking 
solid thanks to Redrow’s op- 
timism on the much-hated 
planning delays. Beazer led 
the pack with a I3p increase 
to 186.5P, Wilson Bowden 
was 40p higher to 623J>p, Bar- 
rat grew I0.5p to 273.5p, while 
Wimpeythe biggest of the lot, 
built an 8.5p rise to 142J>p. 

In a related sector Bran- 
don Hire, the equipment 
group, climbed lip to 99.5p. 
Rival Hewden Stuart is be- 
lieved to have had alook. 

Weir, the Scottish pump 
maker, was left high and dry 
after its rebuffed US suitor 
Flowserve refused to table 
another offer. Hie stock fell 
2.5p to.242.5p as the prospect 
of a 400p-a-share bid diWp- 
peared. 

The bid target First Choice 
suffered a 25p fall to 177.5p on 
profit-taking after Monday’s 
spike. The hyperactive Hiifips 
& Drew declared a ll per 
cent stake in the stalked trav- 
el group. Express Dairies 
went off 5.5p to ll5.5p cm talk 


of a big shake-up at the Milk 
Marque, the organisation that 
control the milk’s price. 

Cookson, the bombed-out 
engineer fell 7p to 154. 5p on 
speculative selling ahead of 
today’s results. 

Jardhue Lloyd Thompson, 
the insurer; and Arrive, the 
transport group, were part erf 
the good results’ brigade. JUT 
rose 12p to 182p as merger 
benefits helped the 1998 fig- 
ures, while Arrive travelled 
14Jjp higher to 391.5p as War- 
burg and Albert E Sharp said 
“buy'. 

Close Brother reversed 
Monday’s fall with a 58p rise 
to 690 .5p as brokers upgraded 
after the interims and the 
market woke up to the ap- 
pointment of the former War- 
burg chief David Scholey as 
the new chairman 

Among the minnows, Petra 
Diamond, the exploration 
group, dug up a 35 per cent 
rise to 81.5p after winning a 
South African contract 


LUKE JOHNSON, the Pizza 
Express entrepreneur; 
yesterday bought a 4J7 per 
cent stake in GE3 
International, a maker of 
packaging machines. Mr 
Johnson’s knack for patting 
undervalued companies 
into play triggered a 6p rise 
in the shares to 4425 p. The 
company has seen its share 
price collapse from ll-L 5 p 
in the last few months amid 
worries over market 
conditions. Despite 
yesterday’s rise, the shares 
are wefi below GETs asset 
value ofGlpi 


Pro vend, a drinks ma- 
chine-maker; enjoyed a 3 Ip 
rise to I48fip after toasting a 
bid approach. 

Turnover rumours were 
swirling around the money 
broker Trio, up Up to 10.75p, 
after Monday’s decision by a 
major shareholder to sell its 
stake. 

CO, a former day. pigeon 
shooting outfit completed its 
reverse takeover of the Xavier 

mmp nter group, imehanged at 

I6p. From today, the new Aim- 
traded company will be called 
XKO. 
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1 7712 
8.7315 

9.633 

2 8722 
480 3? 
12.520 
1 1566 
2843.5 
19178 
6.2S79 

3 2362 
3054(1 
12.830 
294.41 
60835 
2.7761 

103137 
244 34 
JiJ2i 
2.3306 


Dollar 

Spot 

0.6198 
I 6125 
12.593 
36.918 
1.5199 
6.3004 
0.9147 
5.4413 
6.0031 
t.7899 

7 7430 
0 7207 
1772.0 
120.41 
3.8O00 
9 9500 
2.0168 

0 5281 
7.9135 
183 47 
3 7504 

1 7337 
6.2425 
I52J7 

8 2370 
1.4591 
l 0000 


1 month 3 month Euro 


0.6201 
16125 
12.591 
36.860 
1 5201 
6.7915 
0.9133 
5.4326 
5.9937 
1.7970 
295 79 

7.7514 

1.3896 

1769.2 

119.91 

38392 

2.0135 
1.8938 
7.9332 
183.19 
3.7599 
1.7299 
6.3050 
152 02 
8.2247 
1.4543 


0.6203 

1.6128 

12.587 

36.745 

1.5202 

67741 

0.9102 

5.4158 

5.9750 

1.7815 

297.92 

7.7660 

1.3940 

1763.7 

118.96 

3.9002 

2.0073 
1.8943 
7.9580 
182 62 
3.7734 
1.7219 
6.3972 
151.56 
8.2016 
1.4457 


0.6776 

1.7630 

13.7603 

40.340 

1.6617 

7.43*9 

1.0000 

5.9457 

6.5596 

1.9558 

322.03 

8.4709 

0. 7876 
1936.27 
131.644 

4,1545 

10.8783 

2.2037 

2.0703 

8.6518 

200.48 

4.1003 

1. B9S5 
6.8249 

166.386 

9.0055 

1.5952 

0.9147 


OTHER SPOT RATES 


Country 

AfgtOMu 
Brwfl 
iHini 
rrnh R#p 

Han*ji|r 


SwiBrt* 

I b>15 
3«*yo 
13.158 
55 545 
65162 
1*169 
377 57 
68 541 
1-4.119 B 


Dollar Country 


1.0000 
2 1500 
S2789 

3*. 425 
3.4183 
2365 0 
23091 
A2 480 
US75 0 


Oman 

P.ikKtan 

PDillipinn 

PtAuM 

Qatar 

RtAM 

Soiilh Koma 
Taman 
Thailand 
I.., km 


Sterling 

06212 
82.627 
63.007 
6 4056 
5 8723 
37304.1 
19749 
53-221 
60 264 
574955 


Dollar 

0.3850 

51-210 

39.050 

3.9700 

3.6395 

23120.0 

1224.00 
32.985 
37.350 
356340 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


bwE (S/ronne) Cash Cb* 3 month Chg LAEaeda Chg* 


WumWum HG 

AHjmlmum Alloy 

Copper A 

Lead 

Nickel 

Tin 

Zinc 


1147 

1148 

-17.50 

1169 

1170 

-9.5 

813050 

350 

998 

IOCS 

•10.00 

1025 

1027 

-11 

87180 

-680 

1370.5 

1371.5 

550 

1396-5 

1397 

5 

695525 

-175 

514.5 

515.5 

-350 

514.5 

515.5 

-0.5 

107725 

-100 

4855 

4865 

30.00 

4920 

4925 

30 

60492 

12 

5415 

5420 

20.00 

5345 

5350 

20 

8795 

485 

1055 

1056 

11.00 

1062.5 

10635 

12.5 

311075 

-500 


PRECIOUS METALS 


pmrwsp-r^^ P-MP-" , Coin* (S) 

eng chit Year's dig chg chg 


Ptarinum 376.00-3.50-12.00 Platinum 23190 -3-25 -3.25 Knig'rands 2B9J21 -0.02 
Palladium 350.00-1.00115.50 Raftadlum2I6.80-1.60 74.70 Sous 7190 
Shier 5.49-0.13 -1.12 Sfuer 3.41 -0-09 -0.59 Nobles 386.05 
Gold 288.25 1.55-10.10 Maple Leaf 292-35 -14.90 


AGRICULTURAL at s jc -t-m 


Cocoa 

UPFE E/conne 
Mar99 875.00 
May9» 862.00 
JuI99 883.00 
VoJ: 450 

White Sugar* 
LIFFE S/tonne 
May99 212.50 
Ang99 204.40 
Oct99 198.00 
Vol: 464 


CofTee 
UFFE Srtwme 
Mar991 795.00 
MJJ991 613.00 
Jnl99 1590.00 
Vol: 1207 

Freight 
LIFFE SI Wdipt 
Mar99 970.00 
Apr99 985.00 
Maf99 950.00 
Vol: 2 


Barley 

UFFE EiTonne 
Mar99 7425 
MayS9 73.75 
Sep99 73.75 
W>fc 
Wheat 

UFFE Ertone 
Mar99 72.00 
May99 7405 
Jut99 75.40 
Uot TO 


Potatoes 
LIFFE E/tonne 
Apr99 276.00 
May99 333.00 
Jun99 343.00 
UN: 

Com* 

CBOT Cents.'tashl 
Mu99 209.75 
May99 215.00 
hi 199 221-50 
VoL 9612 


Soya Beans* 
CBOT s/a 
Apr99 45890 
May99 46790 
Jun99 47590 
VOL 8033 

Lge Potatoes 
AIA S/25L kg 
Mar99 13.70 
May99 32.00 
JuISS 32.60 
Vol: 119 


OTHER SPOTS at vjopm 


fsot LkeCatde (CME) S/40kb 6815 

Mar Port Betties (CM£| 4895 

May Orange Juice (CIN)Sfl5k«> 8420 

Dee MJk (CSC) S/50kft 

May Oats (CBT) 5^kt3Sh 106.00 

Flax (WCE}9/20m 277 no 


UK 

Bose 5.50% 

European Central Bank 
Q/N Marglrwl4.50%> 

Q/N FaclHry 2.00% 

Repo 3.00% 

Canada 

prime 6.75% 


Mar Wh&eMaoe 
Aug Rubber 
May Cotton 
Mar Crude Patm 
May Soya OH 


(SAF) S/100 mt 870.00 
ITCM)Y/5kKg 82^0 
(CTN) 5/5(8. lb 59.30 
fKLq S/25 en 1650.00 
(CBT) S/604 b 1893 


111 Woolen Yam (TCM) S/500kg 1I6S90 


INTEREST RATES 

Discount 

5.25% 

Repo(Art) 

3.15% 

Denmark 


Japan 


Discount 

3.25% 

Discount 

0.50% 

US 


Switzerland 

Prime 

7.75%' 

Discount 

1.00% 

Discount 

4.50% 

Lombard 

3.25% 

Fed Funds 

4.81% 




Sweden 


BOND YIELDS 


Euro 


Italy 


UK 

US 


Treasury Btih 
UBOR 

Domesue Depot 
EurostcriingDeps 
Eflgttle Bank HUS 
Sterling CDs 
Eurodollar CDs 
EumUbor 


3 ruth 

ch* 

lyr 

dig 

2yr dig 

5 jr dig 

:o»r 

chg 

4.73 

-0.05 

4.67 

-009 

4.33 -0.06 

5.25-0.03 

5.56 

-0.06 

2.98 

0.00 

2.92 

0.00 

3.29 -0.01 

3 .33 0.03 

4.33 

0.03 

4.98 

0.04 

5.20 

-0.03 

5.28 *0.05 

5.34-0.08 

5.36 

-0.07 

3.12 

0.02 

3.15 

0 07 

3.21 -0.01 

3.58-0.03 

4.07 

■0.01 

3.12 

oxa 

3.04 

0.16 

. 3J0 0.01 

3.62-0-03 

4.19 

-0.02 

3.12 

002 

3.15 

0.07 

3.22 0.00 

3.48-0.02 

4.08 

-0.03 

2.92 

0.00 

3.05 

0.00 

3.30 0.01 

3.78-0.04 

4.32 

0.00 

0.13 

-0.01 

0.16 

■0.01 

0.31 -0.01 

t.Ol -0.02 

1.88 

■0.03 

3.12 

0.02 

3.15 

0.07 

305 0.01 

3.66-O.OT 

418 

-0.01 

3.02 

0.00 

3.02 

-0.01 

3.16 -0.02 

3.73-0.02 

433 

-0.03 

3.20 

-0.01 

3.31 

0.00 

3.40 -0.01 

3.83-0.02 

4.47 

-0.05 

1.38 

0.10 

1.58 

0.11 

1.55 -0.01 

1.95 0.02 

2.45 

0.01 

5.06 

*0.02 

5.39 

0.03 

5.01 -0.03 

470-004 

461 

-001 

4,49 

0.20 

4.58 

0.30 

5.13 0.07 

523 0.08 

5J2 

0.07 


MONEY MARKET RATES 


Ovenight 1 week 1 month 3 months G months 1 year 
BU Offiar m ORW BU Otter BU Offer Bd Offer Bkf Offer 


5.28 S.18 516 5.06 
597 5.57 5.56 5 56 5.44 5.44 
5.44 596 598 590 5.44 5-50 5-25 5.38 
5.69 5.81 500 5.63 5 47 5-53 5.31 5 38 
598 598 593 5J3 
5.46 598 5.33 5.2S 

494 490 

3.13 3.13 3 13 3.13 3.12 3.12 


5.38 538 5395.39 
531 535 5315.38 

535 531 531538 
505 4.95 

536 5.18 5355.17 
5.01 

3.10 3.10 3.153.15 



Investment 


Rentokil misses target 
for first time in 13 years 


BY PETER THAL LARSEN 
RE34TOK1L INITIAL, the busi- 

ness services group, yesterday 
failed to live up to its self-im- 
posed growth targ^; for the first 
time in 13 years v*en it repeated 
an 16 per cent increase in 
earnings per share for the year 
to last December 

The rise falls just short of 
Rentokirs aim of r aising its 

earnings per share by a fifth 
eachyear-atarget the ccanpary 
had met so consistently it had 
earned Sir Clive Thompson, its 
chief executive, the nickname 
“Mr TWenty Per Cent”. 

Shares in Rentokil lost over 
10 per cent of their value yes- 
terday dropping 48p to 400.75p. 
However analysts said the fall 
was not the result of the com- 
pany missing its target but was 
due to Rentokil reporting almost 
no turnover growth last yean 
Sir dive yesterday said the 

i'YOTipnnyhnfl failpc^ p uwi though 

an analysis of Rentokfl’s results 
showed that, allowing for ex- 
change rate movements, the 
company’s warnings per share 
had increased by 22 per cent 
Growth was also affected fay 
the Asian crisis, with Rentokfl’s 
profits in the region falling 24 per 
cent last yean In the United 
States, profite increased by only 


RENTOKIL INITIAL: AT A GLANCE 


Market value: £1 l.Sbn. share price 400.75p H8p) 
Trading record 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 

■fcmover ~(£) ' 720.0 " 857.0. 2.270.0 2.81 2.0 2,878.0 


Profit For die year (£m) 

177.0 

215.0 

318.0 

417.0 

491.0 

Earnings per share (p) 

5.87 

.7.11 

.'8.57 

'103. 

12^0 

Dividends per share (p) 

T.73 

2.10 

2.53 

3.06 

3.70 


Share price 

pence 

500 



94 95 96 97 98 99 


Year ro Dec 1 998, % 

Hygiene 
services 
393 1 


I breakdown 


Transport 

services 
22.0 


o 


Personnel 1 
services | 

1 Pest 

control 

1 13.1 

Property 

Security 

services 

8.8 

services 
B* 


12 per cent after Rentokil 

derided tr> etirriTna te kiw-m^rgin 

contracts and sell some of its 
resorts management division. 

Sr Cfive insisted that Rentokil 
would maintain 20 per cent eam- 
ings growth as a target, al- 
though it was unlikely to be met 
soconsistenttyinthefuture.’Tf 
you achieve it 80 per cent of the 
time you're doing well,” he said. 


However, observers said 
Rentokil would have to concen- 
trate on lifting its sales if it was 
to continue increasing its earn- 
ings. In the year to December; 
Rentokfi’s revenues increased 
by just 0.8 per cent to £2J0bn. 
Even adjusting for exchange 
rate movements, the increase 
was no more than 3.4 per cent 
“Tf you buy into a company 


with no apparent turnover 
growth you’re basically taking 
the future on trust from the 
manflgempnt, " one analyst ««»d 

Sir Give said Rentokil would 
seek to revive its top line growth 
by concentrating on sales and 
marketing. Meanwhile, the corn- 
party is also investing in com- 
puter databases to make sure 
that it is selling a frill range of ser- 
vices to all of its customers. 

Sir Clive said that if fee com- 
pany could increase its turnover 
by II to I3percentayearit would 
have a good chance of hitting its 
target by making acquisitions 
and improving efficiency. *Tve 
never seen a business that can’t 
be improved and I indude this 
business in that," he said. How- 
ever be suggested the company 
was unlikely to mate another ac- 
quisition in the coming year be- 
cause prices were too high. 

Bbrthe time being, the City is 
taking Sir CEve at his word -bro- 
kers are forecasting pre-tax 
profits of around £585m for the 
current year, which is an in- 
crease of 19 per cent. However; 
for Rentokil to justify its shares 
trading on a forward earnings 
multiple of 28, the company will 
have to start delivering turnover 
growth. That looks unfikefy for 
the coming yeai; making the 
shares look high enough. 


Gallaher’s profits run out of puff 


GALLAHER, maker afBenson & 
Hedges and Silk Cut cigarettes, 
yesterday reported a modest 
rise in M-year profits, although 
the figures were hit hy curren- 
cy factors and the flood of boot- 
legged cigarette imports into its 
main UK market 

Underlying profits edged up 
■L2 per cent to £390m, but high- 
er interest payments cut pre-tax 
figures from £337m to £3l8m. 

Petes* Wilson, chairman and 
chief executive, said the number 


by nigel Cope 


of smokers in the UK had risen 
hy half a million due to cheap 
imports, but the ‘‘legitimate'' 
market had fallen by 8 per cent 
Bootleg cigarettes led to a 4.7 per 
cent fell in Gallaher’s ci g arette 
sales in the UK which account 
for 85 -t cent of total sales. Its 
share of the market slipped 
from 39.6 per cent to 36 per cent 
This is the GaDaher conun- 
drum; it is heavily reliant on the 


inrhnfr fhfo mark et is shrinking 

It is trying to expand its in- 
ternatiomal operations, but tbose 
too seen to have run out of puff 
Germany is difficult Russian 
profits have evaporated and 
France is highly competitive. 

Management is right to avoid 
spreading itself too thinly but it 
must be a worry that it has so 
little presence in the cigarette 
“hot spots” of the far East and 
South America. Managers are 
looking at “niche” opportuni- 


ties in the Asia-Pacific region. 

On the plus side, UKmargins 
jumped from 42.7 per cent to 46 .2 
per cent as price rises countered 
the cheaper rivals and costs 
were held. 

On HSBC current-year fore- 
casts of £335m, the shares - 
down 2.75p to 447-5p yesterday 
-trade on a forward multiple of 
13, a big discount to the market 
HSBC and Charterhouse TUney, 
rating the shares at “outper- 
form'’, believe this wfil narrow. 


In the swing at 
Close Brothers 

ITS A leaner; fitter Sir David 
Scholey who became Close 
Brothers’ new chairman this 
week The fonner Warburg boss 
has lost a hefty 50lbs thanks to 
a diet, say colleagues. 

I also learn from the same 
source that Sir David used to 
accompany Dusty Springfield 
on the trumpet That was in the 
Sixties, mind you. Sir David, 63, 
was also an accomplished gui- 
tarist and used to hang around 
louche London clubs playing 
jazz. Then in 1965 he bumped 
into Sigmund Warburg at a 
party and went into merchant 
banking. The rest is history. 

Whether Sir David will now 
“do a Nigel Lawson” and write 
a diet book remains to be seen. 

The ex-colleague adds that 
Sir David ran a lucrative 
roulette game while at Oxford 
U niv e r si ty together with Peter 
Wflmot-Sitwell, a fellow ex- 
Warburger and Close Broth- 
ers director; and Stuart 
Wheeler, founder of City betting 
company IG Index. 

All snowed in 

JOHN SANDS, chief executive 
of Pub master is recovering 
from the shock of being 
“avalanched in” while skiing in 
Austria last week. 

Or rather not skiing. “We 
only got in half a day of skiing 
out of the whole week. We had 
to stay In our hotel for Tuesday 
and Wednesday because of the 
avalanches,” says Mr Sands. 

There had been an 


People and 
Business 

BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 



avalanche at the local railway 
station at St Anton on the Sat- 
urday before Mr Sands’s party 
of “10 guys" arrived. The mayor 
of St Anton declared a curfew. 
The result, says the pub boss, 
was that “we played a lot of 
chess and drank a lot of beer 

“I now know what house ar- 
rest is," he says. "It’s the first 
time I've been grounded since 
I was 13.” 

So will the frustrated skiers 
be seeking refunds? “I don’t 
know. We had a lawyer with us 
who is looking into it;” he says. 

Mr Sands is not finished with 
St Anton, however “Tm going 
back next year I want to ski it 
rm not giving up that easily.” 


High-flying tax 

HEARTWARMING to hear that 
two parts of DaimlerChiysler 
will definitely not be merging 
and not be subject to group cri- 
teria an performance and prof- 
itability - each company’s 
private airline. Just as well, as 
Chrysler plans to splash out on 
a new Airbus later this year 
The Daimler staff are quite 
happy about the plan. Their 
tax advisers say the eight hours 
spent in flight between the of- 
fices qualify for the 180 days a 
year they must spend out of 
Germany to qualify for a tax 
break. 


Not that Lilley 

PETER I JU.EY has been at the 
National Audit Office for 25 
years. Yesterday he gave a talk 
on his experience overseeing 
the Ministry of Defence’s office 
holdings to a property audi- 
ence at the Industrial Society. 

The first thing Mr Lilley said 
was: Tm afraid Tm not the 
Peter Lilley you might have 
heard oft my hair’s darker and 
there’s less of it” 

In contrast to the Tory front 
bencher this Peter Lilley has to 
make sure the MoD looks after 
its 3 million sqm of office space 
property and accounts for run- 
ning costs of £Ibn a year. 

Mr Lilley has visited the 
MoD’s operations in Bosnia, 
flak jacket and afl. The people 
from tectus, the architecture 
and design firm organising the 
briefing, were impressed. 

E-mail: j. wiMcock@ indepen - 
dentco.uk 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Name 

Turnover (£) 

Pre-tax ((C) 

EPS 

Dividend 

Payday 

X-div 

Antra (F) 

13ES (1.42b) 

94 Jrn (lOim) 

335p(36.1p) 

I42p(l3*) 

26(R99 

15 0399 

BrttiaKrotun 

fi.Tttn l5JMm) 

1.96m ilJIm) 

40ipp25« 

IX9p(07p) 

230499 

22 0199 

BPPKlMbStCF) 

S8 694m (798B5m} 

13.086m OJMIm) 

3670 P7W 

1725P nep) 

29.0499 

29 03.99 

Otfftda Bnno (FI 

ISJflm (Ba31m) 

1.06m (1.720) 

060p (1366m) 

4^lt43p} 


08 0339 

own 

EUB 5.034b (4.079b) 

408JJm (3216m) 

7B.13C1B3.79C) 

17.14C (14.86C) 

“ 

- 

MdEmpli) 

27.B34m (14576m) 

4JMlm (2.404m) 

12.050 P-97p) 

1 6p(1^0) 

230499 

22 03.99 

EjwtoBro^i fF) 

10753m P057mj 

6J83m (646m) 

205p(1820) 

1O3p|905pj 

05 0799 

01 0699 

Fdnaw HoMbpl (F) 

1675m (163.1 m) 

37 An (39 3m) 

130Pl14.7rt 

275pH 

21.05.99 

000399 

BoMtfcs Braoj (Fj 

191m [5.785m) 

0384m (0.048m) 

UXlp pX3pj 

3Jp(30pj 

059599 

030399 

6abttr6re<ti (F) 

42550 (4414®) 

3103m (3372m) 

-H 

137p (12.KP) 

- 

“ 

Mckna Wamemd (F) 

-H 

*1 2*a (11.1m) 

■681P (5.70P) 

MPC1B) 

10.0599 

009399 

Jardaa Uayd Tterpcoa (F) 

232m 12258m) 

Sa3m(503mj 

*20.7p (17J0p) 

i0p no.Bp) 

17.1699 

12.04 99 

Janayn bn^tmaat Pray (F) 

■*1071m (7XT1m> 

12Bm(i3Gmj 

1729p (626pj 

7P(8P) 

24 05 99 

OB 03 99 

JiMrnn Fry HotCfft (F) 

1805m(21J9m) 

-1 Jm (4)J266m) 

■8.1p(40p) 

4p(4p) 

2SC699 

15 03 99 

IHmhi S Cortana Hatali IH 

221 flm (202.6m) 

50.4m (502m) 

3O6p(250p) 

1O2p(0fip) 

28.0499 

ma 

KanCananadadMAMBKi) 70J)6im (59.48Zmi 

9J0m (905m) 

2903p(29 97p) 

6pM 

0104.99 

030399 

HnU Uidw (FI 

-H 

777m (722m) 

270p(252p) 

120PO1.62B) 

169699 

19 0499 

OpUpMO) 

3£6m (3.70mj 

0227 m (Q 550m) 

1.6p(5 4p) 

05p(-J 

31 0399 

0303 99 

pso Group (F) 

-{*) 

1386m (8.12m) 

4D0plZ6p) 

128PH 


OS 0099 

AadaM WDd (F) 

£87491 (ZB74S0) 

490 6m 141 7m) 

1222p (10055) 

aTOpQOfe) 

14.0599 

04 99 

WttsssanOlF) 

65234m (1.12b) 

40.06m (171. 00m) 

S80p (703p) 

7p(20p) 

24 OS 99 

1994 99 

IMUtaMtktCF} 

56867m |37d89m) 

0050m (3- 645m) 

105p{G93p} 

£900 [2 BOW 

130799 

01.06 99 
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The Corporate Bond PEP 


■Sou iff LOW I0802W1. Hie runninfi yldd 
of rhr Fixed lntwa Trust was 6.14n <4.7% 
redemption yield! is x H February Hrw. 
Past performance « ih neoc»arily i guide 
ID future performance. Bob capital and 
Income whies may go down as well as up 
and you may n« gel back ihe amourj 
mvesie d. AD Mmparamns of cos apply lo 
PER, investing woody id Linft Truss- Tax 
assumptions are these currently applicable 
and are subject » SUtWory chanfje. The 
value of Uk relief win depeftd Ml yotir 
indMdiul tiiciuretances. Full wnoen details 
are jvjibNe on request. Legal & General 
< Direct! Limited Regisnrd In England No. 
2702GB0. Repsered Office: Temple Court. 
II Queen Vtaorta SoecL London EGlN iTP. 
Representative only of the Legal & General 
marketing group, member* cf ■a-hidi are 
regulated by the Personal Investment 
Authority and LURO for the purposes of 
neoamrnettdm g i advising on and wIHng Hfe 
assurance and Investment products bearing 
Legal & General's name. A member « 
AL7TTF inveflnra should he aware that 
unlike cash m a Deposit Account the capital 
value of investments w Fixed Interest Trusts 
■s not guaranteed- The Government have 
announced rhar eontnbunon* oifl «8y be 
made to PEPs until April 1999. From that 
date a new cur pnvfieged savings ve h i cl e, 
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‘We have a chance. A slightly outside chance but better than last year. I will know very early on whether the car is good enough 


Hill driven on 




by quest for 


ji* .. - 


true respect 


HAVE YOU ever wondered why For- 
mula One drivers are so keen to get 
soaked in champagne on the win- 
ners' podium? 1 haven't, until some- 
thing Damon Hill says gives me 
pause for thought We are talking 
about his preparation before a race. 
“I take in lots of fluid," he says. “You 
have to counter the fact that you are 
wearing thick flameproof overalls in 
the car, so lose hazdly any of your 
body heat. It's like doing a half- 
marathon, wearing a woolly hat and 
thermal underwear, on a hot day. So 
you drink mineral drinks and car- 
bohydrate drinks, and are quite lit- 
erally bursting for a pee by the 
time you get to the car. That's why 
you see drivers Jumping over the 
wall at the start of a race. Actually, 
1 think it sharpens you up, and it’s 
why everyone races off to the first 
corner, though it usually seems to 
disappear after the first lap." 

There's no avoiding the $64,000 
question. Has he ever given vent to 
his need, as it were, during a race? 
We both laugh. “1 know drivers who 
da" he says. “I couldn't do that, I just 
couldn't. But it’s actually quite com- 
mon." So there we are. There is 
clearly an unwritten rule among dri- 
vers that they will soak each other 
in champagne to conceal those em- 
barrassing wet patches. 

The real $64,000 question, of 
course, is whether Hill will make it 
to the podum this season? Last year; 
he confounded both his own critics 
and those who thought that a grand 
prix was beyond the Jordan team, 
by winning in Belgium. Can he do it 
again? And if so, is he in with a se- 
rious shout of winning the champi- 
onship, which gets off the grid in 
Melbourne on Sunday? “1 think we 
have a chance," he says, guarded- 
ly. “A slightly outside chance but a 
better chance than last year. I will 
know wry early on whether the car 
is good enough." 

We are at Brackley, near Silver- 
stone. where the new car has been 
rigorously tested against simulated 
race conditions in the Jordan wind 
tunnel. It is early morning Hill has 
stayed overnight at the (Mud home 
of the team's charismatic owner, 
Eddie Jordan. He looks sleek and fit 
and raring to go. At 38, he is the old- 
est Formula One driver by for, and 
:s acutely conscious of the fact. 
Everyone keeps asking when he will 
retire to his large home in Dublin to 
enjoy, with his wife and four children, 
a fortune reputed to be well over 
com. “At the moment, 1 still feel l 
have something to prow," he says. 

There is no doubt that, to coin a 
pun. he is a driven man. One theo- 
ry goes dint Hill has long been mo- 
tivated by the desire to restore the 
family fortune, which disintegrated 
after his father, Graham, died in a 
pluie crash in 1975. It turned out that 
Graham Hill hod forgotten to renew 
his pilot's licence and was therefore 
uninsured. 

But Hill is rich enough now to 
have bought his own plane - a Lear 
.let. which he proudly tells me flics 
at S of the speed of sound - so dear- 
ly there is something driving him be- 
yond the desire for material reward. 
Pcrlmps it is simply that he craves 
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more respect from his peers. Fbr de- 
spite his world championship in 
1996, there are same in the sport who 
disrespectfully chum that Hill is a 
seriously flawed driven 

It is said, for instance, that he is 
poor at overtaking. Is he? "There 
have been occasions when I’ve been 
less than committed, which has got 
me into trouble," he admits. Fbr a 
moment, it seems as if I am going 
to geta show of humility. But cham- 
pions as single-minded as Hill, in 
sports as demanding as motor 
racing, don't really do humility: 

“I overtook Schumacher on the 
first comer in Hungary which is sup- 
posed to be almost impossible to 
overtake on," he adds. “I took 
Frentzen up the inside on the grass 
in my last race at Suzuka. I have 
been through the Geld from the 
back to the front at Estoril I think 


1 Everyone wants to see a 
punch-up, but starts 
tufting when there is one. 
Lighten up... It's 
entertainment' 


my driving ability can equal that of 
anyone out there, and I have other 
talents. I think I am very good at 
working with the team and getting 
the best out of the car. A lot of 
drivers don't have that strength." 

Unusually, if not uniquely in the 
modern era. Hill did not race in For- 
mula One until he was well past 30. 
He had started racing motorbikes in 
1979, a hobby he financed by work- 
ing as a dispatch rider in London. 
When he did finally graduate to 
{formula One, with William s- 
Renault, he won three races in his 
first hill season. Yet he did not come 
of age as a driver, he feels, until the 
following year 1994, when he won Ihe 
Japanese Grand Prix at Suzuka “I 
drove out of my skin in that race," 
he recalls. “Fbr me it marked a new 
threshold in Formula One and I think 
it was similar for Hakkinen at Nur- 
burgring last year He drove in a way 
he hadn't before, better than he ever 
thought he could drive." 

Last yean Hill watched with de- 
tached amusement as the media 
stoked up the rivalry between Mika 
Hakkinen and the man everyone 


wants to beat, sometimes in more 
ways than one, Michael Schumach- 
er “It always comes down to two pro- 
tagonists," he says. “Michael and 
me. Senna and Prost, Senna and 
Mansell In a sense it is very simi- 
lar to boxing, with all the hype and 
attempts to out-psyche each other. 
When you have two people of equal 
ability; a psychological advantage 

tj fm make the riiffar »»nra» M ilhflm - 

mad Ali was a great one for that By 
the time he got in the ring he had 
often reduced his opponent to an in- 
cidental a side-show. And I really 
don't see any negatives about that 
In fact I think it could go a lot fur- 
ther The trouble is, there is this dual 
standard. Everyone wants to see a 
punch-up, but starts tutting when 
there is one. Why doesn't everyone 
lighten up? It’s entertainment" 

As he would perhaps acknowl- 
edge, Hill has himself been known 
to forget that he works in a branch 
of the entertainment industry, a 
charge never levelled at his flam- 
boyant father He is uneasy talking 
about his fathec and understandably 
loathes the cod-psychology which 
has him trying to match the old 
man’s record. Warily, though, he 
admits that it would be nice to 
emulate Hill Snr by winning two 
world championships. 

“He died such a long time ago, 
though. It will be 25 years at the end 
of next year But that’s not tossy that 
I don't think about him. And although 
Tm not like Glenn Hoddle, I am com- 
forted by the feeling that he's aware 
of everything rve done." There are, 
of course, people still around in 
motor racing who loomed large in 
HUl's childhood. “I remember my 
dad being on the phone to Bernie Ec- 
clestone a lot," he says. Were they 
friends? He searches for the right 
words. “I think," he says, “that any 
relationship with Bemie is bound to 
lead to some level of frustration." 

If he has had a proxy father; it has 
been Jackie Stewart “He has always 
treated me brilliantly, and I have 
asked him for advice a few times, 
though of course he runs a rival 
team. Jackie knows all there is to 
know about driving When you listen 
to what he has to say, to what Ftin- 
gio says, to Stirling Moss, their 
words are as meaningful as any- 
one’s. And when you look back at the 
things thq}' did not even that long 
ago. you think, Christ! Look at those 
aluminium chassis, ground-effect 
cars, with the driver sitting practi- 
cally on the front axle - in an impact 
there was nothing there. But at the 
time, they thought they were driving 
the safest cars possible." 

Hill is keenly aware of the 
essential contradiction in motor 
racing that it is presented as a fam- 
ily spectacle, jet its most dramatic 
moments involve crashes and, 
sometimes, fatalities. “Imola in 1994 
knocked the stuffing out of every- 
one." he says, referring to the deaths 
of Ayrton Senna and Roland Ratzen- 
berger. “Since then, the sport has 
been made safer and the risk ele- 
ment has been reduced. But you can 
go too far down the road of sanitis- 
ing everything We are not human 
beings unless we take risks. Or put 
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it tin's way the lives of people who 
take no risks would be even duller 
if there weren't people who take risks 
on their behalf.” 

HiD has always been a risk-taken 
He was just five when he was in- 
troduced to skiing and was in- 
stantly intoxicated by the speed of 
it Even now, he insists that skiing 
is his first sporting love, and his 
eight-year-old son Joshua is simi- 
larly smitten. He is also determined 
to master surfing and last year in 
Australia spent three whole days in 
the surf. “I relax by doing something 

else intensely'’ he says. “The trou- 
ble is that I end up doing everything 


in bites.” Not to mention bytes? He 
is presently trying to absorb infor- 
mation technology. “I hate Bill 
Gates, actually hate him," he says. 
“I have very little time to get up to 
speed with computers, so when I do, 
I want to be able to plug in and go. 
But you can’t, because there is bar- 
rier upon barrier. Gates is walking 
into the sunset with billions, hav ing 
sold us a dream that's not yet there. 
We’re told it makes life easier It 
doesn't, it makes life hell" 

There rants a man who cannot 
abide to be defeated by a machine. 
And it raises the question, what will 
be do when be does finally hang up 


his racing overalls? “Motor-racing 
has been part of my life for as long 
as I can remember;'’ he says. “I think 
I would like to do something else 
next, because it is quite a claustro- 
phobic world, with limited opportu- 
nities. If I did stay involved, I would 
want control over the entire sport 
and everyone in it And then I would 
give the public passes to get into the 
paddock, because the hospitality 
business is keeping true fans further 
and further away It is the same with 
football But I think we might be on 
the cusp of realising that money is 
not the answH" to everything,” If only 
It .were so. 


TOMORROW 


Complete 
guide 
to the 

Formula One 


season 


Ferguson shares 
blame for ‘greed’ 


Sports letters 


Sir It is hypocritical of Alex 
Ferguson to be suddenly 
concerned about players' salaries 
and the future of football (Sport. 
26 February! since he and Ids 
dub are as much to blame as 
anyone for the current situation. 

When dubs pay inflated fees 
for average players, British and 
foreign - and there are many 
examples of both currently in the 
Premiership - it is natural for 
those players to seek salaries that 
reflect their valuation. 

There is a culture of greed 
prevalent at the top level of 
English football which needs to be 
eradicated. But dubs and players 
must all play their part in 
achieving this; not simply turn a 
blind eye and expect the fans to 
keep paying more and more at 
the turnstiles. 

Perhaps a cap on transfer fees, 
and salaries linked to that fee. 
would bring some sanity and 
common sense back to our 


Post letters to Sports Desk at 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL and include a daytime telephone number. Faxes to 0171 293 2894 
or e-mail to sport ig independent.co.uk E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity 


national game, ensuring its future 
for another hundred years. 
MPFARISS 
Castle Douglas. 
Kirkcudbrightshire 


Fifa ‘not fair’ 


Sir: Should Fifa. football's world 
governing body have left English 
football in such disrepute 
following the FA Cup replay 
be tween Arsenal and Sheffield 
United? This unfortunate matter 
was being dealt with, albeit 
controversially, by the English 
{football Association in a 
pressurised yet sportsmanlike 
manner: 

So, why did Fife have to get 
involved? Their original plan 


seems to have been to stop a re- 
match taking place and letting the 
result stand If this was allowed to 
happen and Arsenal had been 
allowed through to the next round 
of the Cup, then I would like to 
know exactly what Fife's policy of 
“Fair Play" is. 

JONATHAN MONTANARO 
Leconmgton Spa. 

Warwickshire 


No returns 


Sin In light of the recent drama 
made out of the Arsenal v 
Sheffield United game, I must 
share with you an event that I had 
totally forgotten about which I 
saw in a football programme last 
night I quote: "Manchester 


United the best team in the land, 
desperately going for the 
championship, are being urged on 
by captain Steve Bruce. 

Unfanded Chelsea, in our first 
season under the management of 
Glenn Hoddle; are 1-0 up at Old 
Trafford. Mark Stein suffers a bad 
ankle injury and gets carried off 
There are only a handful of 
minutes left Chelsea have kicked 
the ball out so that Stein can be 
treated United take the throw-in 
to re-start and fell to give it back 
to Chelsea. They want that title so 
much. Chelsea fans boo in 
disgust" It is 1994. Chelsea win 
1-0, United win the title.- 1 wonder 
whatever happened to Steve 
Bruce? 

M ADAMSON 
London SWll 


Shirt shrift 


Sir. Now it has been brought to 
general notice that there is such a 
thing as “gentlemanly conduct" in 
association football can we 
expect to see it now applied to the 
widespread practice of shirt- 
pulling which seems to be largely 
ignored by referees? 

MORGAN JONES 
Lyme Regis, Dorset 


Poor puns 


Sin I am fed up with hearing 
television football pundits 
(particularly; it seems, Scottish 
ones) talking in terminably about 
“the back of the net" When a shot 
bits the side netting, it has 
missed When a goalie tips a lob 


on to the top of the net, he’s saved 
it So it seems to follow that the 
aim of the striker should not be to 
hit the “back of the net". 

Let them stick it instead in the 
back of the goal or hit the front of 
the net. Or better just stick it in 
the net, nice and simple; football’s 
a simple game, after aD. Let's 
consign this unlovely phrase to 
the bin of history where it 
belongs, along with Frank 
Mclintock’s classic “the boy 
Lineker done good". 

ALAN SMITH 
Heaton Moor, Stockport 


Odds against 


Sir: I thoroughly enjoyed Ken 
Jones’ article on the British 


Bemoaning Seles 


Sir When playing golf, the late 
Douglas Bader used to 


challenge for the world 
heavyweight title (2f7 February). . 

But could someone please tell 
me what Lennox Lewis has done 
to justify being made favourite ttr 
defeat Evander Holyfield on 13 . 
March? Lest we forget, Lewis 
was on his way to defeat against 
Frank Bruno until he (like so 
many others) managpd to render 
Bruno senseless with one punch. 
Holyfield is the real deaL 
GERARD HUNT 
Hemd Hempstead 
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Veteran in the East lane Damon Hill still believes he has something to prove despite his 1996 championship victory DauidAshdown 
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squeakingfy adjust one of his knee 
joints just as his opponent was 
about to ploy his tee shot I 
consider the squawk Monica 
Seles makes every time she plays 
a stroke to be grossly offputting to 
her opponent and believe the 
umpire should warn her to stop it 
or be disqualified. 

CANON PAUL GODDARD 

Potnum, Cornwall 











the INDEPENDENT 


SPORT/21 


enough' 


. ; 


m: 


life is tougher in 
Baulch’s fun zone 

pin-up boy of British athl etics supplements his teen-dream 
__age with ajiew-found determinatinn By. Mike Rowbottom 


Fi 


THEY USED to scream for 
Roger Black. Now they scream 
for Jamie Baulch. Whcfcy hair; 
- cheeky grin, little legs going 
nineteen to the dozen. Cute. 

The object of so much teen 

and pre-teen affection would be 
the perfect signing for Gazza’s 
agent, Mel Stein, who has 
moved into athletics recently by 
takmg on young talents such as 
sprinter, Jason Gardener; and 
heart-throb high jumper; Ben 
Challenger: 

But Baulch is already spo- 
ken for - a member of the Nuff 
Respect agency jointly set up 
by Colin Jackson and Unfold 
Christie and a fully paid up 
member of Team Linford, the 
training group directed by the 
former Olympic 100 metres 
champion. 

Baulch has referred to 
Christie as “the big daddy 
coach", and, tike the newly es- 
tablished European 100m 
champion Dairen Campbell, he 
has benefited from the pater- 
nalistic approach of one of 
Britain’s greatest athletes. 

What Baulch is attempting 
to do now is to come fulfy of age 
as he seeks his first big indi- 
vidual title at his specialist 
distance of 400 metres. Start- 
ing on Friday, at the XAAD 
Warid Indoor Championships in 
Maebashi. Japan, he seeks to 
improve upon the silver medal 
he won two years ago in Paris. 

At the age of 25. Baulch is 
still trying to achieve the level 
of consistency which has es- 
tablished his Welsh colleague, 
old rival and near-contempo- 
rary I wan Thomas as Britain’s 
No 1 400m runner. 

So for this season his indoor 
record could not have been bet- 
ter-four consecutive wins on 
the European circuit, including 
one over the man who beat him 
to gold in Paris, Sunday Bada 
of Nigeria. 

“I feel totally differently 
about these championships," 
he said. “TWo years ago I had 

raced r 
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and I felt people were putting 
pressure on me to win. This 
year I am a lot more relaxed 
and ready to enjoy myself." 

Enjoyment is something 
Baulch always manages to 
communicate when he appears 
on or around a tract It is a 
crucial part of what he does. 

"A lot of athletes at this level 
make everything seem so se- 
rious," he explains. “At the end 
of the day, they have all start- 
ed in the sport because they 
love running or jumping or 
throwing. But once they get 
good at it they forget that It is 
so important to have fun." 

The most obvious manifes- 
tation of this personal priority 
is Baulch's hair; which, in the 
space of the last five years has 
been bleached and styled re- 
lentlessly. His most dramatic 
effort was what appeared to be 


do it all There's nothing real- 
ly dangerous." 

Black did not allow himself 
even to ski or play tennis until 
he retired for fear of injury. 
Baulch's approach is more 
rumbustious - what you mi ght 
expect, in fact, from a former 
schoolboy trampoline cham- 
pion. 

ffis performance at last Sep- 
tember’s Commonwealth 
Games, where he laughed and 
joked with Thomas as both 
qualified easily for the final, 
appeared to be another classic 
example of Baulch's light- 
hearted approach. 

But the joking masked a 
new-found deters tnaHnn for a 
runner whose season had been 
undermined by injury and then 
a debilitating virus which left 
as mysteriously as it had ar- 
rived. Baulch was forced to 


,7 was almost scared by the roar when my 
name was announced. A couple of years ago it 
would only have been my parents clapping. I 
went weak at the knees, to be honest ‘ 


a tribute to “Wildman" Keith 
Flint- as the tabloids prefer to 
call him - lead singer with 
Prodigy. But Baulch knew 
nothing about old Fires tarter 
before he had his hair done at 
Junior's salon in Newport He 
just fended the look. 

“I always tike to come out 
with a new style. Short back 
and sides ain’t for me," he 
said. His current tonsorial 
arrangement is a two-tone, 
brown and blond affair -“Quite 
boring, actually." Junior can ex- 
pect another visit soon. 

The fun factor also evi- 
denced itself in Energize, a Sat- 
urday morning I TV prog- 
ramme Baulch hosted, which 
featured a range of “extreme” 
sports including waterskiing, 
quad hiking; go-karting and, ac- 
cording to Baulch, “general 
craziness". He adds blithely. “1 


miss last February’s European 
indoor champ i onships , and al- 
though he ran the AAA trials in 
July, he ended up in tears after 
failing to gain an individual 
place for the European Cham- 
pionships. 

It was his worst year as a 
competitor - and it brought 
home to him the precarious na- 
ture of his calting - “Athletics is 
a very harsh world,” he said. “I 
watched the European indoors 
on television, and there was not 
one mention of me when they 
showed the 400m. even though 
I had been second in the world 
the year before. 

“People forget you very eas- 
ily. But things like that inspire 
me. I thought, ‘OK, if people 
want to choose to forget me Ffl 
make people remember again 
quickly.’" 

Being in the relay team, he 


acknowledges, helped him 
through a difficult year as he 
added gold medals in the Eu- 
ropean Cup and European 
Champ ionship to the silver he 
had taken with Black, Thomas 
and Mark Richardson at the At- 
lanta Olympics - the highlight 
of his career thus fan 

But he was aware of the 
need to re-establish himself in 
the public eye, if nothing else, 
before the season’s end. 
“By the time the Common- 
wealths came around, I almost 
felt I had to prove myself” he 
said. 

A sub-45 second time as he 
had a lark with Thomas indi- 
cated his true quality as a one 
lap runner; although disap- 
pointment lay ahead in the 
final, where he missed out on 
a medal as his disrupted prepa- 
rations finally told on him. 

Overall, however; he was 
satisfied that he had made an 
impact “I was pleased to have 
performed well even though I 
was less than 100 per cent fit" 
he said. 

Baulch will be the only one 
from Christie’s tr aining group 
who will travel over from their 
current braining base in Aus- 
tralia to compete in the world 
indoors. He believes his jour- 
ney will not be in vain. 

His w innin g time at the 

Bupa grand prix in Birming- 
ham earlier this month, on the 
eve of his departure Down 
Under was 45.60sec-notsofor 
away from his 1997 personal 
best of 45 .39. But he derived at 
least as much encouragement 
from the reaction of the &500 
seh-out crowd. 

“I was almost scared by the 
roar when my name was an- 
nounced," he said. “A couple of 
years ago it would only have 
been my parents dapping. I 
went weak at the knees, to be 
honest" 

The feeling, in many cases, 
is mutual. Rejoice! British ath- 
letics’ love object is back in the 
running! 


* Sheepish Allott bats 
bis way to record duck 
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Trig iffiW ZEALAND tail-endei; 
Geoff Allott, broke the world 
retard for the longest innings 
without scoring a run yesterday 
when he faced 77 balls before 
befog out for a duck against 
South Africa in Auckland. 

Allott survived 101 minutes 
to break the record of England’s 
Godfrey Evans, who took 97 
minutes to score his first run 
against Australia in Adelaide in 
1946. Allott, however, had not 
scored when he was caught at 
slip by Shaun Pollock off 
Jacques Kallis. 

Allott - who has more wick- 
ets than runs in his first-class 
careen 86 to 83 - came to the 
crease with his side on 320 for 9, 
stiHZQ2 runs short of the follow- 
on target after the tourists had 

amassed 621 for 5 declared in the 
first Test at Eden Park. 

"It was probably the best 
duck IT ever score." he said af- 
terwards. “I had no idea of the 
record until the public address 
announcer said that I*d broken 

the New Zealand record." That 

was held by John Wright, who 
took 66 minutes to open his 
account against Australia in 
Wellington in 1981-82. 

Asked whether he was afraid 
he might edge a four through 


CRICKET 


by Steven Marsden 
in Christchurch 

South Africa 621-5 dec 
New Zealand 352 & 4-0 

the slips on the way towards the 
world record, Allott scoffed at 
suggestions he was aiming for 
the mark. 

“A tail -end er is never afraid 
of getting runs - in fact, if 
Harry [Chris Harris] hadn’t 
turned down about five easy 
singles then I might never have 
got anywhere near it," Allott 
said after the fourth’s day play. 

He did, however; enter into 
the spirit of the unusual occa- 
sion by raising his bat to all cor- 
ners erf the ground, and smiling 
broadly, as a small but enthu- 
siastic crowd cheered every 
dot ball as he neared, and then 
broke, one of the game's least 
sought-after batting records. 

“Even the South Africans 
were smiling," said a sheepish 
Allott “You’ve got to see the 
funny side ” 

The day had begun perfect- 
ly for South Africa's bowlers 
who claimed two wickets in 
the first two overs to reduce the 
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Allott ‘celebrates’ his 
world record duck AFP 


home side from their overnight 
205 for 2 to 210 for 4. 

Craig McMillan chased a 
wide delivery from Hansie 
Cronje and edged a catch to 
wicketkeeper Mark Boucher to 
depart for 25 to the sixth ball of 
the day, which left the middle 
order exposed to the new ball, 
due six overs into the day. 

The second over was bowled 
by spinner Paul Adams and 
Matthew Home made the mis- 
take of playing back to the fifth 
ball, a rapid top-spinner which 
kept low and passed between 
bat and pad to bowl the open- 
er for 93. He faced 225 balls and 
struck 13 fours. 

Adam Flarore, forced to post- 
pone a court appearance for 
reckless driving in order to 
play on the fourth day, made 
nine r uns from 54 balls before 
playing a ball from Pollock 
onto his stumps. 

Lance Klusener removed 
Matthew Bell (6) and Dion Nash 
ID in successive overs after tea 
as the home slipped again from 
237 for 5 to 251 for 7. 

Daniel Vettori dominated an 
eighth-wicket stand of 43 with 
Harris before top-edging a 
sweep against Ada ms to 
Cronje at mid-on. He made a 
bright 32 from 74 balls with five 
boundaries. Only one over was 
possible in New Zealand’s sec- 
ond innings after Allott was 
finally dismissed and Matthew 
Home scored all four of New 
Zealand’s runs as they reduced 
the total deficit to 265. 

Fount 1 day. Ncv* Zealand vton the (OSS 
SOUTH AFRICA - Fin* losings 621-5 
d*c (DJ Culfaun 275no. O Kirsten 128). 

NEW ZEALAND - First Innings 
(Overnight: 205 for 2) 

M J Home b Adams — 93 

C O McMillan c Boucher b Donald..— 25 

C Z Hard? not out - 68 

1A C Paw b Pollock _ -3 

M D Bell b Klusener 

*D J Nash c Boucher b Klusener. — ....1 

D L Vettori c Cronje b Adams.., 32 

S B Doull c Gtobs b Adams 17 

G I Allott c Pollock b Kallis 0 

Extras (21«3. 2*fc finb) -» 

%cal 1160.4 overs) 3S2 

Fafl (com): 3-210. 4-210. 5-224, 6-241, 
7-251. 8-288. 9-320. 

Bowlltw: Donald 27-16-40-2: Posock 
28-11-51-1: Klusener 27-7-60-2; Adams 
46-18-103-3: Kallis 2 1.4- 10-44-1; CuiU* 
nan 2 -0-8-0; Cronje 9-2-25-1. 

NEW ZEALAND - Soeond (suing? 

M J Horne not out 4 

M D Beil not cut - — 0 

total (for 0, 1 over) 

to bat: NJAKfe.CDMeftWlan.CZ Har- 
ris, +A C FWore. R S Twose. *DJ Nash. 
□ L Vet con, S B DouiL, G I ABoct. 
Bowling: Kallis 1 -0-4-0 
umpboe D B Covwe and OJ Harper (Aus). 


W Indies 
rely on 
pace to 
find form 


By Lawrence Prescott 
in Trinidad 


THE WEST INDIES selectors 
named six fast bowlers in a 15- 
man squad to play Australia in 
the first Test beginning in Port 
of Spain, Trinidad, on Friday as 
thqy strive to recover from their 
disastrous tour of South Africa 

The line-up indudes the two 
recently injured bowlers, Curt- 
ly Ambrose and Courtney 
Walsh, and four other fast 
bowlers, Merv Dillon, Reon 
King, Pedro Collins and Corey 
Cotiymore. 

The chairman of selectors, 
Michael Findlay, said both 
bowiers had been passed fit de- 
spite not having played a com- 
petitive match since returning 
from the South Africa tour last 
month. 

After losing the Ttest series 
5-0 in South Africa the West In- 
dies captain, Brian Lara ad- 
mitted his home ground, the 
Queen’s Park Oval, could be just 
the place to get a flying start 
against Australia “It’s going to 
be tough but playing in Trinidad 
has been very good to West In- 
dian cricket in the past," he 
said. 

Lara is waiting for the re- 
sults of a scan taken to deter- 
mine the damage done to his 
right wrist in South Africa but 
is confident he will be fit 

Vice-captain Carl Hooper was 
unavailable for selection be- 
cause he is in Australia looking 
after his new-born son, who is QL 
Findlay he Had spoken to 
Hooper recently and was given 
no indication when he would be 
returning to the Caribbean. 

The West Indies squad will 
be cut to 12 and a vice-captain 
named later in the week. 

Five of the squad - batsmen 
Surqj Ragoonath, Dave Joseph 
and Lincoln Roberts altxig with 
fast bonders Pedro Collins and 
Corey Collymore have not 
played Ttest cricket 

WEST INDIES (from): B C Lara (cape). 
S l Campbell. 5 Rarconath. D R E 
Joseph. J C Adams. R It Holder. P V Sim- 
mons. L A Robera. R T Jacobs, C A Walsh. 
C E L Ambrose. Nl Dlltwi. R D King, P T 
CoBns. C CoHymw. 




Jamie Baulch is chasing first major individual title in the 400m in Japan Empics 


Italians 
on top 
in Cup 
trial 


SAILING 


BY JOHN ROBERSON 
in Auckland 


ITALY’S PRADA Team, skip- 
pered by Francesco de Angelis, 
were unbeaten on the first day 
of an America’s Cup trial re- 
gatta in Auckland yesterday. 
Prada, the best-funded Amer- 
ica’s Cup challengers, have 
spent more time in Au ckland 
practising than any other crew 
seeking to take on the defend- 
ing champions, New Z ealand 

The Italians set up camp 
here for three months last year 
and five months this summer. 

The French Le Defi crew, 
skippered by Bertrand Pace, 
ended the first day of the Road 
to the America's Cup with one 
win and one loss, wbfle the San 
Francisco -based America True 
team failed to score. America 
TTue appear to be suffering 
from the loss of the world No 2 
match race skipper, Gavin 
Brady, who resigned from their 
challenge a week ago. 

The event is being held a 
year before the America’s Cup 
as a trial run for many of the 
organisations involved in the 
real Cup regatta, being sailed 
in two identical boats provided 
by the Team New Zealand 
defence syndicate. The win- 
ners of the four-day challenger 
series face the New Zealanders 
at the weekend. 

The three crews had a tough 
day in brisk conditions on Auck- 
land’s Waitemate Harbour; with 
shifing winds of 18 to 23 knots 
out of the south west towards 
the upper limit of conditions 
these delicate boats can handle. 

In the last race of the day a 
broken boom cost the French 
boat their chance of victory 
over the Italians, though the 
Prada crew did have the upper 
hand at the time of the breakage. 
De Angelis is the lowest-ranked 
skipper here in the world match 
race rankings but his mont hs of 
training in America’s Cup 
boats has taughthim howto get 
the best speed out of them. 

■ Giovanni Soldini was yes- 
terday poised to take the lead 
in the 50,000 kilometre Around 
Alone race, despite stopping to 
rescue a fellow competitor. 
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WIN ONE OF THIRTY PLACES AT 


C MARTIN KEOWN’S) FOOTBALL CLINIC 1 

The Puma Dream Team Challenge is the largest ever fitness event in the UK and gives competitors the 
chance to challenge the Puma Dream Team, which ypiludes the cream of sport such as Unford Christie, 
Darren Campbell and Martin Keown. 


Thanks to the Indepen 
football skills with Dou 
Ian dark, co-indding 



will have the chance to improve their array of 
land International star Martin Keown ana FA Coach 
allenge at Bushey David lloyd Leisu re Club^. H erts . 


All you have to do to get your place at the. exclusive foptbait dinicMpali ' Wd*1^a4Hd'l!ic$cf udcdlra^on 
0181 564 6656 and leave vour name, full address arid a daytime tefcphone riuniifaer. 
The first 30 callers will be invited to take part inrthe halfday training semin^on $unday;7 Marcft 
1999. All entrants should be aged 18 years or over anid have their own sport^footbaU kit. - 

Bushey David Uoyd Leisure Club is offering 30 free day passes to those partidpating in the seminar, 
which offers a wide range of facilities, iaone t£e largest fitness- centres in thekJK. Goody bags are also 
provided on the day, wmeh indSae Puma DreateTeanMiallenge T-shirts andwraIletS/3tature Springs 
water bottle and Lucozade. EAS are also offering sport's nutrition products to the value of £50 for 
every reader selected to attend the event 
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Terms and conditions 

inis pio.-rction is oniv op-.n to poiscm aced 1-3 C-r over, -he fir-.i 50 who c.'ii: thf D.iv.d Lloyd Hotline number will qu.il.fy to Jltond 
th-r : : r e ar.d p : tr* ,n the norm,'! -acuities c< the Club, subject to everiubriity, itte-r t.no clinic fsnsnes. Normal David Lloyd terms jr, d 
eorcitio: r ,-ipptv to i'lm e ry_ie:r memhervuos. Th- p,i ; jl i po 'i P. 1 1 : be re-soon S’b'e* for their own tr.-ivel .end expenses on the do y Nor rue 
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Festival roar 


awaits the 


‘new Arkle’ 


>r 


Willie Mullins, the Irish trainer, has a strong hand 


for the Cheltenham Festival and Gold Cup hope 


Florida Pearl is his ace. By Richard Edmondson 


h ~- 1 


before THE 1977 Derby, they 
stuffed The Minstrel's ears 
with ration wool to prevent 
him from getting frightened by 
the Epsom cacophony. It 
worked. He won. 

Another Irish horse, Florida 
Pearl, may need to be fitted with 
balaclava and hard hat if he is 
not to disappear over the hori- 
zon at the Cheltenham Festival 
in two weeks' time. Epsom was 
a whisper compared to the 
noise which will be generated 
at the foot of Cleeve HOI when 
the sainted Florida Pearl runs 
in the Gold Cup. 

It does not take much to ig- 
nite the Irish dream for the Fes- 
tival, the thought that they 
have an animal with which to 
beat their historical antago- 
nists. Many have proved to be 
false dawns, but perhaps the 
most memorable was the real 
dawn, Dawn Run, who collect- 
ed the Blue Riband in 19B6. The 
chain of coincidence estab- 
lished is that she was trained 
Paddy Mullins, whose son 
Willie will now massage Flori- 
da Pearl before he leaps from 
his corner. 

WQlie recalls well that day 13 
years ago when The mare" 
emerged victorious. He cannot 
actually claim to have seen it, 
however. “I remember it vivid- 
ly" he says. “I thought she was 
beaten after jumping the last 
and I turned away from the 
stands and I was already think- 


ing about the next year.” Then 
came a tremor and a strange 
hail. “AD of a sudden, all I could 
hear was this great shouting," 
he says. “When I looked round, 
the air was full of hats. The 
whole place was just erupting. 
I knew that could only mean 
one result" 

It is now not one but two re- 
sults which are required when 
the Irish come swarming into 
the Cotswolds. Florida Pearl 
win be weighed down greatly by 
money and expectation enough 
as it is, but iflstabraq also tri- 
umphs in the Champion Hurdle 
for Aidan O'Brien on the open- 
ing day the satchels will be 
groaning with paper content If 
both win there will not be a dry 
glass in the house. 

“When you're training a 
horse with this sort of ability it's 
a lot easier; and Tm sure Aidan 
will agree with that," Mullins 
says. “Worrying won’t make 
him them faster so all we can 
do is get them fit on the day and 
if everything goes right it will 
take a good horse to beat either 
one. It would be a bigger bur- 
den if I didn’t have a horse like 
this one." 

The big horse carries the red 
and white colours of Mrs Vio- 
let O'Leary, the wife of the for- 
mer Irish rugby international, 
Archie O’Leary. Archie, who 
has twice skippered a boat in 
the Irish Admiral's Cup team, 
has turned down offers of over 


MARKS TEY (27 Feb) 
Tbmboie simply ran away with the 
Mens Open. Laadng at the fourth 
fence, the eight-year-oU drew dear 
tram the fifth-last to score by ads- 
tancs from Cootvawn Lady in the 
fastest time of the day. 

BADBURY RINGS 
(27 Feb) 

Yquem outclassed Ns rivals m the 
Confned. W&rted with, the rme- 
year-dd made headway to lead kxr 
out and crused dear tar an easy five 
lengths wtfi over Srfver Sleeve In the 
quickest tome on the card. 


MARKET RASEN 
(28 Feb) 

Forest Fountain won the Mens 
Open in style. Always prominent and 
jumping fluently throughout, the 
eight-year-old took a narrow lead six 
out and forged dear from the sec- 
ond-last to beat hfr Dick by 12 
lengths In the best lime of the day. 

fen Davies 


■ Stanley bookmakers bet on the 
Foxhunters Chase at the Chel- 
tenham Festival: 4-1 Elegant Lord, 
9-2 Castle Mane, 6-1 Irish Stout, 
Struggles Glory, 10-1 others. 


LEICESTER 
Gong Soft (Heavy pstchea) 

2JO Cm 4M10yds nonce handcap chase) 

1. CATHERINE'S WAYJW A Fbgwtfd 3-1 

2. Oriental Stria B Fenton S-l 

3 The Hatcher D Leahy 11-1 

Atao ran: 9-2 <av Stsfflr Goto (puHed up). 
~ -2 EaWeybrrx*. 6-1 Credo Boy, 9-1 Fignr 
mg imps (4th). 12-1 Rotten Courier. k»-l 
Wetoum Boy. 25-1 Rrtuddna 50-1 Qwrf 
Chops 

11 ran. 22.3. dot (hiruwr Day getting Dy 
ILrvliius otrf & Sharp Approach, harad 
sy Affttew Time# at Wamago tor R K 
CatvAi Hate; C3.TO. £2. TO. £160. 060. DF - 
KUO CSF C33«T Tncast £37310 


CATTERICK 
Gang: Safi (Heavy patches) 

ZOO: 1 . MISCONDUCT (A Magura) 4-11 tar. 
2. Madge McSplaah 33-1; 3. Carol Agafo 
50-1 IS ran. 5. 9. (Mrs Momta Jones. Lam- 
boro) Date: Ct60: CfC M40, CTio DF. 
OJOQ CSF: £2462. Thcasr £40105 
2J0: 1. WILD HADEEB (B Grattan) 33-1: 
2. WBIyalkra 11-4; 3.TTTO Lambton Worm 
14-T 13 ran. 9-4 tm Ea Go (Mti). 5. 2. (John 
R Upson, Adstanel Tate: CS240: EH 60. 
ft 30, £370 DF. £17*40 CSF. £12906 
NRs Moving Arrow Parioz Ma cfAmcur 


3.00: I. BANKER COUNT (A P McCoy) 
*Mi few; 2. TWntheth 23-1. 3. Echo's Of 
Dawn H-t 11 ran. Z M |M w Easterly. 
Shoritl Huttonl TbtK ClfiO; CHQ ES30 d-m 
DF. tt34a CSF C263V NRs. Jasso 8*. 
Onyaurown Prime Style 
ISO: 1. TIFAJH (W Marstan) 10-1: 3. Real 
Hra 25- 1; 3. Wynbuty Ftyer ti-2 tav: 4. 
Conner ■ Cron S- 1 17RM.2;. 7 |M lYAor- 
son. Banbury i Tote: £1370: CISC, £100. 
£H2a cua OF- C360C CSF- E22638 Tn- 
cast £>.4C9£2 NRs. Durstcn Heath 
Lanacar Lone. MamScro Welcome 
Ponoocu Lord 

4.00: V TO-OA.Y TO-DAY tR Suaptel 10- V. 
3. Polar King 6-1. 3 rm The Man 5-1 11 
ran. 5-2 fctv Sharttmte V-. IV. iL Lungo. 
Carmthorstawn! Toto: E12C0 090 C3.H1 
CJO DF: £4220 CSF £6739 Trcasf 
£3X2% NRs Artec Flyer. Bcundtohcnaun 
Branch End. F,v Fmrvsh. Mightield Gen. 
4.30: 1. PRINCE OF SAINTS (B Harongl 
7 2. 2. Golden HeRo5-t: 3. Minster Glory 
7-4 tav e ran. 7. 7. iU Hammond. Mttfle- 
tiami Vote: £480: £163 CLIO OF. £:nc 
CSF Eiaa. NR: Zahtt 
5-00; 1. ERRAND BOV (5 Durarto S-i: 2. 
Ireland* s Eye 7-2. 3 Regal Wand 5-1 14 
ran. 9-4 lav Supremo Fortune (4th) 3 : . 
12 iMra S Smtft Bngtoy) TM* £630. £300 
C23Q E28a DF £1140 CSF: C22C7 Ws 
Conor Crusader. Wui A Topper 
Jackpot: Not wen 

Pfacapot £64700 Quadpot £5052 
Place O: C202H Place 5: E16432 


260 ,7m ?l TO yds handcap chase' 

1. ELTKJRI _ M A Fitzgerald 114 

2. Madam Muck ..C UawePyn 11-4 Jl tav 

3. Jaxzman E Husband 4.1 

Also ran: n-4 |t tav Lw Bod (4th). 61 
Daddy Dancm (puked i*>) O-i Rocky Park 
(puHtd »p) 

Bran. SS.3I WmmtmygeUmgtiirMa:- 
■ji out Of Obcwn :i trarwd by T Casay. 
o' Djrtjng to A T A IVstml Tote: £550. 
croc I £2 JO DF MO CSF £1341 


3-20 7m 4f nOycta hanctcap chaws) 

1. RED BEAN ... R Johnson 7-1 

2 Flapjack Lad . — C UawaOyn 7-3 tav 

3 Broamnrih King — .M- J Crowley 61 
Also ran. 4-i C-opperhuisi 4 1 Indian Run. 
i-7 FW.W1I Prodragor. 33- 1 Stage Player 
Tran. -J V IWnoe- cfmsmul BOftl.-ng t)y 
C, sji” (toy nut iV F.-aa.vw mined by 
z-.mnn E.vn 01 StunrwrMw Nmnlan lor 
jvj .1 Thrift! Tote, ns 50 £040. Cl 90 DF 
CT.7C CSF £25Jfi 


350 ,7m 7f HOyds nowce ctusel 

1 LOTHIAN COMMANDERO BradMy 0-1 
2. Swnual WMerapteR Johnson 4-g tav 

3 Sweep Clean A Thornton 7-1 

Atso ran: C-i Grey ton (4fhV 25-1 Met- 

.-t jueenr'juoa (did not nrishj 

5 ran. Sh-ha dcL ikA ivwmer ctrostnur 
or-.'J trv th 4W: SmJ!' ournf LoViun Lu^rf 
i..-p. xinpd bv P McCain at Chonnande- 
T, tel Bfjw BcDamvi Toto: C13XM. 020, 
i-.V DF. iuI2C CSF C10GC 


LINGFIELD 
Gang- Standard 


420 iTm 4! tCyds novice dtasoi 

1 ROMANCER C UoweByn 1M 

2. Strong vwon ... N wmhonaen 5-4 hnr 

two brushed 

AJeo ran: P-2 Ferr\-hfll 10-1 t*j Manor. 50-1 
'»5lapa Pfree 

5 ran. Hd iWoner brtw, gokPng tv 
ojj ct Courtesans, traned by Mart 
A'ChC 5, Mffl3 Jeon BroadnuM ter N 
T*«n- Damos o: Chettertiam] Utiet 
-r.6?. pic. n-*a of cam csf nsa 

A.56 Sn» 11 handicap chaw) 

1 CENTAUR EXPRESS 

-M A FRzgerald B-4 ]t fov 

2 Nonham SaddtorR Jofmaon 94 ft lav 

3. Boulevwrd Bay J A McCarthy 5-2 

Also ran: 6-1 Astral Invasion (4Vi). 20-1 

Piegsa 

5 ran. e. 20, tr (Wimer t»y gM<ng ty 
SSe’-ar Stptvss out of Gay Tempos, 
fared Cy A Streeter at utttnetor tor Cot- 
taj Paano Lrf) Tbta: £740: C19Q £160 
D ; croa CSF. cm NR: Catonal BliM 
PtecepoT: £1720 Quadpob £2.10 
Place 6: EMSJ Place 5: £539 


2.10: 1. BIGWIG | Mr I Mongan) W-n *av- 
2. Catchment 0-1: 3. ShengM LH 9-2 12 
ran. 1 3 iG L Moore) Tote: £150: Ena 
C3fia £130 OF £910 CSF. £7*8 Trcost 
£2350 Ml Doubts Flight 
ZMk 1. BOWCUFFE GRANGE (JFanrvng) 

4-1 : 2. Hotr Ttam r-4 fav: 3. Dande Times 
KM 7 ran. 1 2 [0 Chartmonl Tbta: ESa): 
C25Q Cm DF £550 CSF. £1006 
3.10: 1. SHEER NATIVE « Sked! 8-S tov. 
2- WM Nettle i4-i: 3. Manflos Prlncon 
4-iBrm. a r. iB fast Two: £200. fiioc 
£140. £410 DF- £510 CSF: £932. 

&40: 1. POWDER RIVER (Oaan McKoown) 
6-1. 2. PhMatar 9 1: 3- Sick As A Parrot 
16-1 14 ran. 3-1 fav Town. 27*. 17.. (K 
Burknl fotr. £870. C6VL £380 £350 DF: 
£30 SI CSF- £5603 Thrash £78630 Tntecta. 
EA44320: £381741 earned tomard a 
U'dvertumDton 515 tod.iv 
4.1ft I.SLEAVEStLKy Qum) Evens tav: 
2. Horn 7-2. 3. Psdauk 5-1 6 ran. Sh-hd. 
3 (Wi Mussom Tbta: £i£0: Etc Ei4Q df 

caw csf: eioa 

4Aft 1. CASTLES BURNDIC U Weaver) 
4-1; 2. Milter fticfcy 4-1; X Nautical 
Warning 5-2 7 ran. 9-4 fev Compton Akka 
(801). 27-, 7-. (C Cy»f ]. Tote: C-Lfo; £20. 
Easa of. wm csf. msr 


Ptncepot £7800. Quadpot: £3833 
Place 6: E40S4 Place 5: £3326 
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£300,000 for his breathing prop- 
erty- He acknowledges this is 
the chance. O’Leary has been 
through the wonder of top class 
sport but he nevertheless ad- 
mits he dreams about Florida 
Fear! He is not the only one. 

Willie Mullins, though, 
knows all too well where 
dreams ran terminate. He 
(rains on a form in Closutton, 
about four miles from his fother 
at Donmga, in the Leighlin- 
bridge area of Co Carlow. Just 
up the road is a graveyard. At 
42. Mullins Jnr is now in the 
vanguard of Ireland’s trainees 
and this may well be the most 
fruitful Festival of a career that 
has been punctuated by glori- 
ous victories both in and out of 
the saddle. 

Alexander Prize will contest 
a bumper m which his trainer 
has a surreal tradition. He has 
scooped the last three. Alexan- 
der Banquet (Royal & SunAl- 
liance Novices’ Hurdle) and 
Wither Or Which (Supreme 
Novices’) will now attempt to 
continue their unbeaten Chel- 
tenham records, but it is the 
horse they sandwiched as the 
Festival bumper winner who 
earns the most attention. 

Honda Pearl has a big head 
with a big stripe and, if he was 
waift, the gelding mi ght inquire 

if his powerful bottom looked 
big in his hide. When he enters 
the arena it is hard to believe 
tha t this can be a nimble jump- 
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Florida Pearl deft) working with Alexander Banquet on Willie Mullins’ alt-weather gallop in County Carlow 


Caroline Norris 


ing horse. Florida Pearl's pro- 
portions suggest he has come 
snorting from the Camargue. 
But performance has told us 
that this animal is both bull and 
matador He uses his physique 
so^ weflthat ItichardDunwoody; 
the horse's regular partner, 
knows he is always in for a 
white knuckle ride as he tries 
to restrain his confederate. 

Florida Pearl was purchased 
from the great horse trader 
Tom Costello for £50,000 after 
just one point-to-point run. He 
ran in just two bumpers, the 


second his Cheltenham win, be- 
fore being sent straight over 
fences. On his third start over 
the larger obstacles he col- 
lected last year's Royal & 
S un Allian ce Novices’ Chase 
after a dud with David Nichol- 
son’s Escartefigue. 

At Christmas, though, came 
the extraordinary sight of this 
huge animal coming to grief 
when he fell in the Ericsson 
Chase at Leopardstown. It was 
rarther like watching a light- 
house crash into the ocean. 
Florida Pearl has subsequent- 


ly recovered his reputation 
with a further defeat of Es- 
cartefigue back at the same 
course, when he seemed to be 
rather pleased with himself on 
the run-in and deigned the op- 
portunity to run right away 
from his field. 

Some believe this charac- 
teristic means Florida ftari will 
be found out when he has to 
drag himself up and down the 
dramatic contours of the Grid 
Cup circuit Others consider 
that tii e seven-year-old has yet 
to dip seriously into his bank of 


reserves and is just waiting for 
a campfire scrap to show his 
mettle This is the beauty and 
excitement of Florida Pearl. 
We are not yet sure how good 
he is. Certainly worse horses 
have been called the new Aride. 

This high beast of promise 
will be placed on the anvil in 15 
days* time and asked to conquer 
the best conquer tiie intricacies 
of Prestbury Park and conquer 
the great wailing wall of noise 
as he turns into that most de- 
manding of st raight s. For a 
horse, the Festival run-in is the 


Fitzgerald has Call over Tizzard 


MICK FITZGERALD scored a 
treble at Leicester yesterday 
but the Irish jockey will have 
taken even more pleasure from 
news that he has been award- 
ed the sought-after ride on Call 
Equiname in the Queen Moth- 
er Champion Chase at the 
Cheltenham Festival. 

Call Equiname won the Vic- 
tor Chandler Chase at Kemp- 
ton on his onty outing so for this 
season. Paul Nicholls. who 
trains the grey, confirmed the 
booking yesterday, saying; fc i 
have booked Mick as Joe Tiz- 
zard will be on board Green 
Green Desert as he has won on 


him twice this season and gets 
on realty well with the horse." 

Tizzard, the stable’s No 1 re- 
tained rider, rode Cali 
Equiname in the Victor Chan- 
dler and will no doubt be dis- 
appointed. Call Equiname is a 
top-priced 5-1 second favourite 
with Hills for the two-mile 
chasers’ crown, while Green 
Green Desert is a rank outsider: 

Lake Kariba, who would 
have been NicboDs’ third con- 
testant in the race, is now like- 
ly to side-step the event in 
fovourof a tot at the Grand An- 
nual Handicap Chase. 

The trainer said; “Depend- 


ing on what weight he gets and 
on the ground. Lake Kariba will 
probably go for the Grand An- 
nual - but if it got soft at Chel- 
tenham he may well by-pass 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Oban 
(Chepstow UO) 
NB: King Priam 
(Wolverhampton 3.40) 


the meeting altogether” 
Fitzgerald is 14 - 1 to be the 
top jockey at the three-day 
Cheltenham meeting which 
starts on 16 March. Corals' 


book on toe London Clubs Tro- 
phy for toe leading rider at the 
1999 Festival has last year’s 
winner; Tony McCoy heading 
the market at 13-8 favourite to 
retain the Trophy. 

A Festival absentee wiD be 
Young Kenny, winner of toe 
Greenalls Grand National Trial 
at Haydock on Saturday. He 
mayre-appearintfae Midlands 
Grand National at Uttoxeter 
two weeks on Saturday. Peter 
Beaumont, toe eight-year-old’s 
trainee; reported that he had 
come out of the race in good 
heart and said: “We won’t take 
him to the Cheltenham Festival 


but we might go to Uttoxeter, 
There is a very good prize on 
offer there and the trip win suit 
him - though he would want 
some cut in the ground. We also 
have the Irish Grand National 
a couple of weeks later in mind 
so we will see how we go." 

Young Kenny’s stable com- 
panion, Island Chief; started 
one of five co-favourites for 
the Greenalls race but was last 
of the 11 finishers. However; he 
will be going to Cheltenham. 
Beaumont said: “We want to 
run him in the National Hunt 
Chase so hopefully the ground 
will not be like it was at Hay- 


18-1 RWrart Johnson, 20-1 Adrian 
33-1 others. 


CHEPSTOW 


HYPERION 

2L20 In The Blood 3£0 Kings mark 

2.50 Pridewood Fuggle 4.20 Miss Diskin 
3J2C Spring Double (nb) 4J>5 Picket Piece 


INSPECTION 7.434m 

GOING: Heavy. 

■ Left-hand wttUaong corse with a njrvn at 2«Oyoa 

■ Course a on MGS. Chepsow sraoon (Cardff - Gloucester fne) tm ADMISSION: 
Cut dS: Tstteraals Eli (OARs CSV CAR PARK: Fim Under- «o free al enclosures. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M P1(M 41-203 (202%). P NictoO* 29- OQ (ZftM. P Hobbs 
27 100 C7*bL N T-Davtet 22 121 (192%), D Mchoteon 17-82 (207%) J OKI 9-40 (2225%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 38-152 (237%). R Dumroody 23-112 1205%) C 
Llewellyn iS-ftC r*4%i. R Johnson 15-85 fi7fi%) A Maguire w-CS (203%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 151-392 (385%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: GtecM King (320) Executive Decision (455) 


jo on) GREAT EXPECTATIONS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5,250 added 2m 3f 110yds Penalty Value £3,539 
1-rtlF 0BS (87) (cat U A KugMBy and M- Pai K Baber) P Mdrts 7 n a . . .. J Tinwd 

2 F3FP3= 08ACHEUR(FR)(7)<MsWMai«nUnL i ltekratl2 OlfcftvSfg 

3 22?-l W THE BLOCC (23) (1L Sh») P Haas 811 1 -CMeoda 

4 -rw THE EEXS (KJ IW) HI GdJ CUj) D McCan 7 C D ...NWBmon 

5 432U2F KDO"S PH0UKE (2S) iGAWgnenLnMSd) C Retail B G0_ RJotmon 

Urorunansr? •*: Tm ftandcap tylb IT» Eons W lift, IGart Rwise SW 3B>. 

BETTING: ^13 h Tba Stood. 114 litroe, 4-1 Tbf Erne, 20-1 Donlcftcw 25-1 Kooi Pnanlsa. 

39e M&jtng ttaroonedduaiow a aBiteggftg 

FORM GUIDE 

Mree: Pronvang te lengms mmer twer Calon Lan aver CAD n Nov (good to soft) but 
let down i»|r lumpn} « smart company a! Ascot and Kempioi sw» Drop n dass shoMd 
pu: less pressure cn Ns Jumpeift atSmuBli etenty to do a wwrjMs 
Dertchewi Crcss-cxaxury winner n Franca Pocf campteMn record 
In Hm Blood: Can&med las: soastnb [venvoe mntti ropres^ve 5 lengths wn horn 
Jasons Sof on Fomwel return {2m2l heap, soft) Lenwflly treated only 51a ttgher 
The Earns Rwnng raspecafafy snra 6 Isigths Haydock wro awr GOUen Helo tar) 
733 lower, but up agansi it from 3fc out of h andcap on fcawt 12 len g fl a 2nd to JeMt- 
ry General X top (3n heap, heavy) 

Keo'e Plwndee: fl S 3 cut of the handcap and boles remote prospect, even on career- 
best 9 lengths 3rd ® Mateood Caste at Wincanton (3mif heap, heavy) n Jan 
VERDICT: IN THE BLOOD B a (** 35 W of some potential and he bda Drown in an 
t «9 latest eftart at FontiMd. where he had the race sewn 149 three out Lrbae has the 
sctentnl to give Iwn a race, but the* are tncky fences lor an uncertan iurper 


GoWon Hhn: Chance on lateeaoson Worcester 3m nmtaa handcap w*i ouer What 
Jhi W3nta but has nai poorty ki two starts owr hutles and fences this term 
Head Gardener Poor term either side at langth win owr DaraJonel In candoans eeter 
over 2n*4f here m Dec (goad) Taled off tales and haul to fancy 
Ttefcolar. FossbitHs an B tangths 4lh to Opbrotta Ghrts In Utmsar seder hoary) 
In Dec. Oven plenty to do West start and one to considar on handcap debut 
Bonny: Ftouid 3m too ter latest but every chance on previous 2 lengths 2nd to CoWe 
at Ludkw (2m sal heap good to soft) horn 3te towff 

Pridewood Rigglee Produced 00 early when t2 lengths 3rd to Tyto Steamer alter 
goodbackngat Fontvmfl (2m6t sal heap, soft) and probably worth another dunce 
akhough held by Bcmy on pmrlous Ludtow tarm 

Baftnoral Piteoeero VMghted to pby a port on length 3TO to Sknply MTbwcaster (3m5( 
sal heap, heavy) n Jan but B not one to trust and has ttUe heart lor a beetle 
Nothing Doing: Unrobfcle in past aid nalucteni to race when Gift of w. to Rusk at 
HiMingdan an reappearance, but WSamson boohed aid possibly worth beong check 
Bow Bails: Ptcb^ly flattered t^ latest Hh of 7 to Us Hblaca In siowfy-nii race al 
Pkvnpton. but Brtffled » respect on prevtous « lengths 4*1 10 Park Royte ai LmgSeM 
(2m safi heap, heavy) oft BMs rrak. 

Sondantac Poor torm edher oda al Exeter amt se> heap w*i wor Wscontt Tidy n 
Jan 7b out oi handteap now and makas irnted appeed 
Eaey Oven Moderate vateraa No show on only start test 30 ninths 
Beehroan: Soon beta) txuh starts mb term and T3t> out at handcap hare 
See Minnow: Randy beaten less than a cfetance these days and no obvious chance 
VERDICT: The return to the mjnrruii trp should But BONNY arfu looks theptefc of 
the weights on her reappearance 2nd to CoWo (subsequent mirras Ugh Lm and 
Tremendsta pjst behind). Brmctn and Pridewood Higgle have some appeal bur 
the big Hangar could be Bow BeBe. who has been making steady progre ss in recent 
outings and s open to more enprovmnt than many at her mate. 


FORM GUIDE 

Budfe Palace: Has looked a very useful prospect et times, particularly wtei edgkig 
art dual RiisaquOTt wnner Goodtime Geoge at VVincanton (2m5(. soft). PoiwU sort 
ppen to mere roprowmant but ran moderately ii hanefcap company here 

KtagsnaricPnve&MgvHtontofxienoe ml partcuely Impassive when beefing Ofcs- 

go CSty at Pbhastone (%nSL soft] end Gentle Rhage at Kannpton C2m5f w soft) 
Storm Caetfe: Smuggled to beteMaaerRastus ha modera te maiden hurtle at Taurrtcr 
flrn soft) and looks up against tt h this tar Better eqnpany 
KMes Charm: Form pick on her aesy XO-tongthim over more earoerianced BxAent 
Eoiname ffi handcap company at Uttoxeter (2mei heavy) On the epoade 
GenBe Rtvage: No match tor Wngarjark when outpaced bom 2 out at Kampton and 
wi snug^e to tun tables on 1b worea terms 

VBIDjCTtlhBreopiobflbly batter a come tan both Kln gtenari c and Bucya PMar e, 
but KATES CHARM posted her credentials when scoring h emphatic fashion el 1ft- 
tocter; wtwe ^te woAj have had even more to spare but lor a mistake at the fast 


"5nl GILLIE’S NOVICE CHASE (CLASS □) £5,250 added 3m 
m£ -' J \ Penalty Value £3,870 

PP31D BALireoilBl (Bl) (D) perry noi and Lahi Thorpsw) M 7 11 7 RGreeni 

005446 DUHMQCS TOWN (29) (F G liiclts) F Tudter 7 11 7 __.08vWteP) 

50P5ffi FA5TINI GOLD (23) (A E Rice) R J Pire 7 H 7. J Mogteri (7) 8 

F2-PP3 OLACIAL KMG PQ) (D) (Mrs E K Bfa] K Bldiap 7 11 7 BRMm* B 

■D34FP KeHTHyNE(B1)PpheNstl^tren^)PHottaS1l7 RWidgw(5)B 

UPftS- LEDBlfelAN .S6) (D) f-si Yvams Alsop) A hktts 9 0 7 Wltentan 

42PWF ROYAL RAVEN (14) (A □ «*») J Gfiortfl 11 7 LA*eH 

a -304P SEE EN0CK5H j*4) (C3g (J A G Matter) RBudferfl H7_„ jRKnamtgb 

3322P SPRING DOUBLE pi) lona Berryman) N Teedcn-Oeros B 11 7 CLtenflyn 

4P36M BALD'LOUPQ (lAcfcr Thorny PftxJtad 771 2 .SBumtegh 


BETTING: M Spring Doubts, M BMytaOen, 7-1 floyd ftran, M Sts EaaogtL 12-1 Udbmln, 
HJgtiTTiyne.25-1 ottMtt 


POACHER’S SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) 
£2^00 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value E2J248 


1 £UM> BREAK THE RULES (15)(0) (Nek State) Mss KMsta 70 0-. C fetter (71 

2 KW5P GUfffl CRU (34) (Aim Spatgo (Jd TacAralois) J Outran 8 n B N Kmnagh (I) 

3 3HMBW AM(^|CLfttoBiT0CPtoamBllT OUePtsd(5) 

4 PD£4S BRETSCHE (FR) (13) (BF) (Geny Seaton & Mss J Krii] M Rpe 4 to t}„ A P IlcCoy V 

5 3>1-CP QOU)SIRLM(99J(M^ULieMlyii)BlJeMlyRTI 09 SWYtteB 

E MM! HEADGAHDBd(1S){C)lArrfcrCcmedyParivr*c|RLee5n8 JlrPCottetomB 

7 545 TRAKaDRfBO) (LAlta5an) RHoin!head4133 GvvLnM 

3 5333) B0M«(GEfo(13JpjWrtls)DWrt)B6t]3.... .Whtarabn 

9 .TP-C3 ffllDEWOOD HJGGLE (23) IHsBIfonsj RJRncaSOO AJolmsea 

C 23S3P BALMORAL PIWCESS (27) m (Mrs SKIfaai)DLfcCm 6 0 a RBofiarrw 

v Wn«G OORiC (F20) (Bougliai Sbcdscj*) W MussonOOD N WOwsyqn 

t? 52545 BCW BELLS Us* Jorepr)J Joseph 4 tjq JCckMataO) 

3 OCW= SAIOAKTE (77) (W WS) H SaWer 9 T30 DO^dfeanfT) 

« E35.P EAST0MB?(USA)P31)(D) (UsDTlKrasJMsDTtares QDO -UrREantaeia) 

a P.5-P3 RA5MIAN P17) (Kor Fkroel) 0 UewDyn 9 00 HtaEJJonM 

a G0C3-P SEE KNHOW (UK) (tfss S Wtemar! Ifes S KErnia: EDO .HrDOIfenp] 

- iSdecbred- 

Mjmurcwegft TCC iwsgfTC ftcdwjj Ckwg l Bow Bofc 9H T22>, SindartD 3a TSi. 

£jsyO«r9eS5. fias»W«SSr ia SMMnnowBjf tab. 

BETTING! 4-1 Bntteeft*. e-1 Pridewood Fuggk 1H Bowry.B-l Bow BoBs. TMalo^ km Golden 
F&n, Grand Cro, Head Gardenw 12-1 Sbadnian. Nothing Doteg.iS-1 adiera 

FORM GUIDE 


FORM GUIDE 

Balytwfien: iMning Irish portae Unto show when beaten dtanca «s 3rd on Plimpton 
ludes debut tar Ptoe yard. Merkel the best glide 

Dimnicks 'town: Beaten a distance las four starts (two in good company) and drtcUr 

to tancy despite sofa jumprig 

FbMM Gold: Yet to buM on 34 lengths 5* to Dark Stranger on Ludtow chase debut 
an nov handicap, good to sold Looks a remote prospect 

GtacU King; Bftttmd tat bna after series of tfismal efforts over fences (tfetans 3rd 
cf 3 finehers latest) Probably best watched 

High TliynK Dismal trtfem since 60 lengths 4d to Martoorouep at IMnester Bm4( rxw; 
heavy) h Nor Sow and Hsiy to nasd mattehon ftstances Retard Dumoody was 
orignaly expected to take (Ns mount but Robert Widger ha been boated now 
Ledburten: Vfery moderMe performer avar tutSes aid lances 2 seasons ago. Boint- 
tD-poirt wimer sinra and iroldng debut tar new yard, Market best gUde 
Rtqnl RavarcEariyiaier feast, but 8919 cfabity whan 30 lengths 4th b Andsuephi 
on Wineteilan chase debut pm5l rev, soft) PoBsUe Impnnei; but plenty ID hnd 
Sae Enough Fftmar usehi staytag hitfct yetto transfer thte attty to toncas, attnugh 
credbibla 38 lengths 6th to Kendal Cawrier *1 Waten National hero (3m5( soft) 
Dlsappointng bcah outtogs arcs and pessfoy r»«b maraihcn tr* 

Spring Double: CUolassed at Asm latest but dear form pick on previous G lengths 
2nd to Cheerful Aspect a Tbweater Qmfi not heesryl Not the best rtjmtoas. but staid 
be able to take he tone In thb company 

Belly L&k Poor tarm rurally moderate axipany and tools wrt held by Spmg Double 
on Kempm ruvang btrtnd Mariboreugh 

VERDICT: Few d these seem My evsr to gace the wknaris anctoeuro, aid a dear 
itanJShaUdbesuffitiem tor SPRING DOUBLE to break ttte ica Royal Raven, High 
Thyne and Sae Enough ctwkf fight out toe pfetags 


1 4 OH I HUNTSMAN’S HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £8,000 
LZ™. \ added 3m Penalty Value £5,680 

2 vzxy brave )«atLANDai pis) pi) (s n j Entoncos) j attorn n n d j>We 

3 303P-3 wnH»IP UHmr(l1)(qiQZlflaflPNchdban4 JTtazted 

4 0402- 0RSNELLLAD(324)(D)(nUEVWfnPHttt6D114_ MrPFftnr(7)B 

5 T2M USE tXSKtNpfl(te/n Forrester] ABudderB Ot3. BPoeal 

6 432342 OBAN (41) (Lord ttjrtng^rQ Mss H KnghtS t) D JCnftMB 

I *2® W^I|eACy(2fl(D)(llrsGLaldi)HDalyt)l07 RJobraan 

8 cZF3P HBMORSE (Mss A Usa A HowmHJrafpJ 1Z t) 0 .W Hwiten 

a P-42PG BfeUAlm LANCASTBI (28) (O m (M Gf«nl M Gttffin EDO JM Diaara (5) 

tff ( fjifftf ~ 

»ijmrtivelght ftfe True hancficap weighs: Heritor* 9a 130. Baryamfn Lancaaiv Tat 13 to 
renwa JM^arirthg cm, 5-1 MVors Legacy, 8-1 M» Dbkta. 7-1 Oban. 10-1 OreweS lad. 
WBtl hnpunoy, 12-1 Bme Hghbnder, 20-1 Habtefe. 200-1 Benjanto Lamnter 

FORM GUIDE 

Spariteofl Cone: Disroal Mure when favoutte and puled 143 behind Rights a idfted at 
Itovbury after 7 lengths comeback win over Majors Legacy at TbwcaMer <3mif heap, 
soft) trom at: towr Deserves another (rttanee h this weaker company 
Brave Hightwider ga on irogrede Iasi term wbh Wincamon and Foieeatone wins 
aid also raiwel ri Grand NtetonaL VVe^ited up to best (Ob higher than latest win) 
Vftta Impwfly - UseM aitis day (M lengths 3rd In Jcton Hu^m at Airtzee) and on 
? ta * doubtful stayo: Below farm wtwrt ad to The Ota- 

barit vtaj a Vferwick C2m4l hcapi good to soft) after 20-nwnth tarofl 
° r * ll " >n Led: L ngfiofcl winner from 5fc lower 13 months ago, but tooled to handcap- 
pert gnp from oromd tns mark teterwarda StXTJBIhng to And on isappdSranCE 
Mas Dtakfn: Out-and-out stayer am to be thereabouts on 6 lengths 2nd to HMy- 
bar* Buck at Pundiestawn pmif heap, soft) feet Apr! from 2b higher Should be strop- 

0rrflt heap, heavy); «*Jt ai eror-proriB and wrthout a wto lor2 yearn La1Ba,1i *® ,n 
Majors Legacy: Ffesed toto torn lengths Tbwcester win ovw Boots Madden Ltaty 
to stTmgtoto rwersa pravtous 7 lengths defeat by Spatting Cone cm 2b worso terms 
tut a dour stayer and sound jumper who could go wsl 
Hartal 8 k Late developer who b not entirety out it on her haad third to Lutowarm at 
War wick (S tvK heap s oftl from 3b tower, but has run moderately since 
Beniamin Lancaster: Faftig veteran. No obvious chance tan 2Sta out Ol wejgftjs 
yffl DICT:T he tendjcap per at* a chares ratang SPARKLING COME oriyBb fa 
hto jMceas wn panoany r vtew of the nimnupb later succos& Buz l2a a a tafty 

tudsi in heavy gnuid and Mbs Dtafcbi and Msilora Legacy wfl be w^tng to pounce 


1 s sssmBftsi'AYMAsssis 


5 G63n HLAeT PIECE MW mWISv IU»tnniL4^«.«*e . 


. -- T ,' 1 ui jomr 

4 JIJoSS 

6 2*1 HERDS FAT3U. [FH] (26) (1^ (Frai AForrarj) M F^»5 103,. JLPNcCoy 

ii -tdeeferad- 

SbJS?SSSirS. W aam ' 8-1 Enadhe Dcd- 


BrtMc The Rules: LtoW pwtonner tar Martin Pipe n 1996-97 LigMy^aqad snoewto 
looted Bgjht ert past whan wel bected and pidod ifi on Lsce&ter reappaerteioa 
Grand Cnc Chance on 10 lengths 4th to AndybLad at VtawtckOWM heap. «ft) n 
Dec. frem 4to fegher. but finds tfra trp on srorp site and ran poorty latest 
HhacDrwwcOi tide sraisotiZ'i'rfengtfB 2nd to NafteFtoU at Newton Abbot GmBt 

heap, good to ssft) r fita !ro» 9to hc^ror and needs a tost at etasrim new 
O r — chro On c» upgrade Bg 2 Stans and Btety to ptoy a big iota with repeat oMal- 

«t pwt-head M to Streedwig « ftwton (2mllcel hcangotxQtam3tobwe^al- 
thousp testing ground not rieel 


o Eft] PRESTIGE NOVICE HURDLE (Grade 2) (CLASS A) 
1 £15,000 added 3m Penally Value £9,555 
t 1-281 RICKS RUACE&5)(0){PK Bate ato I* J Keigfey) p Hchofc g ti 

2 3-mi iaNGSMARK(3q (Robert Ogdm) 0 awwood 6 n 6 RDcmraody 

3 F«h21 STORM CASTLE (29) (D) (Tstoxrt Qror) D Ar&Afta 7 71 3 SGaDagber 

4 -8311 KATK CHARM PS) (Thfl Hjflpy Bend) RAhw 6 h 1 AThpnton 

5 20C2 GOdlE KVA® pH) (Q and D Keep; N TnattvOarar. 5 n Q citenrihiv 

-5decfsed- 

HE1TWG: 134 tOngmart W Kates Cham, 74 Budft Mace, 8-1 Genlfe Hvwt, 10-1 Storm 
Came 


_ form guide 

^ ^ con ° Bd| 0 os and tried to SSrkare now 


Jaa T” "*: 1 ■“ “wwram pmit neap, sou n 

!&'!ggeS^ .5ata aaaa i gasgw 

°P enio * l,r ® ,e rlrTl* o ' , ® ni ®hl.Urt1hlsf3muchtwgh0t 
IteSS PIECE has under hb be*. 

SmSfS "htoS^ 8149 pro P^ E “^ I >^ 
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equivalent of being sent into 
shelling on nn- man 's-land. 

“He has a huge amount of 
ability and it might be well fi- 
nally found out about his 
courage in the Gold Cup,” : 
Mullins says. b He showed a lot 
of courage last year when he hit 

the front a long way out and 
then Escartefigue came back at 
him- Tb me, he was always 
doing enough to stay in front ' 

“JUSt to ramp up that, hill info 
tfa e Festival roar is hard enough. 
It’s the most daunting thing a 
horse and jockey can do." 


dock- it was very sticky and it 
did not suit him at alL" 

Meanwhile, today's meet- 
ings at Chepstow and Wether- 
by are subject to inspections. 
Rodger Fhrrant, clerk of the 
course at Chepstow said: “TO 
have called the inspection fol- 
lowing continuous heavy rain.” 

A TOtherby spokesman said: 
“It has been raining most of the 
(fey, which was not forecast and 
if we get much more tonight we 
will have problems.” 

LONDON CUIBS TROPHY. Corah 
Tarty McCoy, lt-4 Norman WMamaon, 7-1 
Rtoftard Dunwoody, to-1 Charge Swan, 14-1 
Raul CBrtaerry. Joe TisartL Mdt FttzgerfeL 
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Super League countdown: There is no safety net for Wakefield unlike fellow newcomers Gateshead 

Debutants on a different scale 


BY PAVE HADFIELD 

THERE WILL be two clubs bat- 
tling to establish their credi- 
when the Super League 
season opens this weekend. 
-One is a novel and vaguely 
glamorous proposition; the 
other is femiliar, foded and, 
according to everyone’s 
assessment but their own, 
doomed. 

Gateshead Thunder and 
I Wakefield Trinity - now with a 
t superfluous “Wildcats" added 
to their famous and distinctive 
■ . name - have both been built 
from scratch for the formidable 
challenge that lies ahead But 
while Gateshead, as a new dub 
in new territory, have been 
freed from the overseas quota 
to bring in as many Australians 
of proven quality as they can 
afford, Wakefield have had to 
grab what they can from 
wherever they can get it 
^ That is not the only inequal- 
ity. The Trinity coach, Andy 
Kelly, admits to more than a 
twinge of envy at the three-year 
security blanket with which 
the Thunder have been pro- 
vided and which ensures they 
cannot be relegated from Super 
League in that time. 

“We both have teams full of 
new players," he says. “The 
only different thing for 
Gateshead is that they can sit 
there getting to know each 
other for three years and we 
cant The fair thing would have 
been for us to be in the same 
situation, but the fact is that we 
aren’t." 

Super League and 
Gateshead argue that without 
safety from relegation during 
^he formative years, no new 
franchise would get off the 
ground. As things are shaping 
up for the Thunder however, 
the importance of that conces- 
sion could be purely academic. 

The new dub has had just 
two run-outs -an 18-8 defeat at 
Castleford and a 50-point romp 
at Hunslet - but the signs are 
that Gateshead could be more 
dosely concerned with the top 
of the table than the bottom. 

They were looking so slick at 
Hunslet. for instance, that their 
captain. Kerrod Walters, took 
the unusual step of asking the 
referee to allow their oppo- 
nents to hang on longer in the 
tadde in order to make their job 
more difficult 

They are unlikely to mate to 
Jfcnake any similar request when 
* Leeds travel to the Gateshead 
International Stadium this Sun- 
day night, but it was dear from 



‘We are having onr season written off for ns before it even starts,’ says Andy Kelly, the Trinity coach. ‘But if it wounds your pride yon come oat fighting* Ben Duffy 


the expression on the face of 
their coach, Shaun McRae, last 
week that he is now satisfied 
that he has a highly capable 
squad at his disposal. 

‘‘When Walters, Willie Peters 
and Will Robinson move the 
football, they are a very good 
combination. Overall, I've got to 
be very happy with the way if s 
taking shape,” he said 

When KeDydaims the same 
brand of confidence, the world 
of rugby league is more scep- 
tical. The long, drawn-out 
process surrounding Trinity's 
promotion and funding left him 
with only a couple of months to 
put a team together and it is 
top-heavy with players who 
have had more than their share 
of injury problems or have had 


trouble settling elsewhere. De- 
spite that, KeDy - who proved 
hims elf a resourceful young 
coach in steering Trinity to the 
title ahead of more Handed 
rivals last season -believes he 
has gathered a squad that will 
surprise a lot of people. 

*Tm very positive about the 
side I’ve got," he insists. “We've 
only been together for six our 
eight weeks, but there’s already 
a nice feeling of gelling about 
it We’re becoming more and 
more positive about what we’re 
doing and looking forward to it, 
starting with our first match at 
Castleford on Sunday.” 

Kelly’s key signing is un- 
doubtedly Tbny Kemp, the Kwi 
international stand-off or loose 
forward from Leeds. “His value 


is already showing through. 
He’s a very professional type of 
person and it’s rubbing off on 
everybody.” 

It is via players like Kemp 
and the equally talented but 
never wholly settled Willie 
Bodiing that Kety hopes to dety 
all the predictions. 

“It’s something we have to 
be aware o£”he says iff the uni- 
versal expectation that Wake- 
field wifi be back where some 
consider they belong this time 
next yean “We are having our 
season written off for us before 
it even starts and to have all the 
forecasts telling you what a 
poor season you’re going to 
have can be a bit hurtful 

“But if it wounds your pride 
you come out fighting." 


The rhetoric at Gateshead is 
more along the lines of winning 
friends and influencing peo- 
ple; fitting the International 
Stadium could represent a big- 
ger hurdle to them than merely 
winning matches. It is unfor- 
tunate for them that their first 
game coincides with Newcas- 
tle United 's FA Cup-tie against 
Everton two and a half hours 
earlier 

It is typical of them, though, 
that they wifi try to turn a 
handicap into an asset, by 
arranging for announcements 
at St James’ Park inviting 
Geordies to cross the Tyne to 
watch a second match that 
evening. 

Like Wakefield, Gateshead 
have secured a lucrative spon- 


sorship deal - the two new- 
comers are the envy of many 
existing Super League dubs in 
that respect-but they have also 
broken new ground by adver- 
tising on Tyne-Tees Television. 

Their situation obliges them 
to be innovators. Wakefield, 
despite needing to take any 
televised matches to Barnsley 
because Belle Vhe is not up to 
the job, will tiy to tap into a 
great reservoir of tradition and 
stubborn pride. 

They will both be watched 
with enormous interest - and 
will be watching each other 
more keenly than most, com- 
paring how two operations 
coming at it from completely 
different directions cope with 
the challenge ahead. 



Kemp: Highly valued 


SPORT/23 


Offiah to 
play in 
spite of 
tragedy 

MARTIN OFFIAH will play for 
the London Broncos this week- 
end, despite the death of his 
father who was gunned down in 
his native Nigeria on Monday 
night George Offiah, 63, a chief 
magistrate in the west African 
country, was killed by suspect- 
ed car thieves, writes Dave 
Hadfield. 

The 32-vearold Broncos star 
is “utterly devastated”, said 
his agent Alan McColm. “His 
father was in his Mercedes. He 
was challenged by a group of 
individuals and shot dead.” 

The killing happened in the 
south eastern city of Ooitsha, 
Nigeria’s second largest com- 
mercial city 

The St Helens winger, Chris 
Smith, will miss the start of the 
new Super League season after 
being banned for three match- 
es. Smith was ordered to ap- 
pear in front of a disciplinary 
hearing yesterday after a tack- 
le on the Leeds centre. Brad 
Godden, in Saturday’s Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup tie was picked 
up .on video. 

He was found guilty of a late 
high tackle and his suspension 
increases the probability of the 
Wales international winger, 
Anthony Sullivan, being re- 
called to Saints’ line-up after 
being left out of the cup tie. 

Sheffield Eagles’ forward, 
Darren Turner; has been fined 
£ 1 , 000 , half of it suspended, for 
making an obscene gesture to 
the crowd at Salford when he 
was on his way to the sin-bin 
near the end of the tie. 

Ttfmer is already suspended 
for six matches for the tackle for 
which he was sent to the sin-bin. 
“It was only a small gesture but 
it was seen by two and a half 
million people on television,” 
said the Rugby League’s met&a 
manager John Huxley. 

Gateshead’s preparations for 
their match against Leeds on 
Sunday have been disrupted by 
their coach, Shaun McRae, slip- 
ping a cfisc. The new dub’s as- 
sistant coaches, Tony Anderson 
and Glen Workman, have taken 
charge of training. 

The managing director of 
Super League, Maurice Lind- 
say, said at yesterday’s launch 
of the new season that every 
dub bad reported an increase 
in season ticket sales this year. 

Wigan have signed a young 
player with a famous name - 
Billie-Joe Edwards. The 16 - 
year-old is the younger broth- 
er of the London Broncos 
captain, Shatm Edwards. 


Wetherby 

HYPERION 

2.00 Ha ha bad 2.30 Niki Dee 3.00 Scotmall 
Lad 3,30 Bamburgh Boy 4.00 Jowoody 4.35 
Brighter Shade 5.05 EASTERN PROJECT (nap) 


FORM VERDICT 

The outcome pmopaly hangs on whether or noi Beauchamp 
King takes to tfu A Supreme Novices' Hurd© accep- 
tor. ha was not one to place much faith In on the Flat and ho 
headstrong tendencies mean Ns wpiovtn stamina coiJd also 
be a fa c tor, to the creumst a nces. ILAHABAD looks the one. 


3.30 


INSPECTION 7.30am 
GOING: SW | Heavy « placeil 

■ un-hand oval circuit Run-r of 200yds skQWty uphfc 

■ Courea IS NE oi town on 8 r>ear junction o! A58 and Al 
ADMISSION: Club C13 laccwnpwd iwdeMfefaee): Tallereals 
£8, Course U iQAPs C150) or CIO par car with up to to* attte 
A uw r m enwd untlor-lSs face CAS PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■LEADING TRAJMERS: Mr* M Roveley 40-T93 CA7V T Eeet- 
wty 32 - (ML2SI Mra S Smith W-m (171%). O Nicholson 
T7-7V plAVI 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Wyer 46-188 [?«5M P Niven 33- 
tsa et2%L A Dobbin 23-129 (IW*I. R Guest »-86 G2.1M. 

II FAVOURITES: 307-187 <42 5%\ __ __ ... 

■ LONGOtSIANCERUIMERS Triple TTfontph(SW sera 20 mlsa 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Eatp (505) 


2.30 


MARK COCKER NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,250 added 3m if 

1 IU31P3 AROENT SCOUT (25) (CO) Mrs S Smtto 7 11 tt SDuaefc 

2 SlPtl WWra=(zq(C)PBoaunom9n c -RSuppia 

3 S-4U3Q THE OTHER MAN (33} Mss L Siddal 9 H 3 TSddal(S) 

4 236523 GRAIN CESTRUVAL (tl) M Hemwnri 5 10 7 — BHmSngB 
-« declared - 

BETTI NO: 11-10 10dt)ea,3-1 Ardertf Scout, VM Mb DSatmwU. 40-1 
The Other Kan 

FORM VERDICT 

NIKI DEE comes here n good form after an anproved wn 
and with a proven Being for this track. Ardent Scout would 
be a tormidabie opponent at In best but has been below form 
more often than not this season. He is sti much respected 
and is the main danger. 


HELMSLEY NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS C) £8,000 added 2m 

1 FS201 BALLESWWD06N f!5} (03) RRahey7t1 10 — ECafegtan 

2 OUR HXAUZYLANE(J7)|CqijtsURMfey8HB— UrADmpaByA 

3 72m BARNBURGH BOY (11) (CD) T EasSlby 5 h 7 LWyar 

4 /42tQ HANGQI OUTTD DRY (16J (D) ELJsmesB f)7_G &wfey 
6 W2521 CASTLETOWN COUNT (39) U W Easasby 7 1) 6_R Thorrton 

-Stftdand- 

BSi IlHGC W Fnrntry Lane, W! Bxrntngfa Boy, 4-1 Hang'em Ots 7b Dry, 
1V2 Balleiwhfddcn. Csstlatown Count 

FORM VERDICT 

FOUNDRY LANE has the potential to rate much higher then 
hs current mark if his Flat and tutSes fam is any guide, and 
thougp a quesSorHnarh against his fjnping tempera confidence 
he appears the BcSesi vrtaw. Barnburgh Boy ■ nanowty 
preferred to Hang'em Out To Dry as the num danger. 


3 OOGP4 BACK BAR pt) (D) D IfcCan Tl Tl 7. 

4 C2nU3 HAGS WN (30) JH Johnson 9W7 


-AC Coyle O 


5 34SVU MONAUGHTYUAN WECaheODQ. 

-5dedarad- 


-NrJP 


P)B 
MrOFsgan 


Uranuni urngft: 10SL True handicap welfflt: Uomttftf Man 8sr IEl 
BETTING:: 64 GMdM HsHo, 9-4 BrigMv Shade, Hag’S Wfay, 10-1 Back 
Bar, 100-1 HoJiaugiity Nan. 

FORM VERDICT 

GOLDEN HELLO Is the one to beat on the balance ot Ns most 
recent form and has been found a good opportunity in this 
woakJy-contBstod oftaic Yastordayh Caitarick aocertions have 
to be a concern but. If recovemd. he can see off Brighter 
Shade, who has sbugtfed to find his form this season 


4.00 


ytXfi l HAREWOOD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
C.UU| gj £3^ added 2m 


3.00 


JF4?1 CMSff WARDAMCE [U) pJ) Mra S LaryionStt 7_R F»n»fll 
-a«ji6 iOSWUVJNIKlN<11) MWEa»oy5 Tl 7 . __ R Thornton 

BEAUCHAIB* KWG (F144) G A ft«r 6 Tt 2 

HMOP CARWBSd [75) J Mac*a6 Tt : - 

P-U LDBaNGALOt4GD^ NK = M « ls ? ,1 2 „ •• ' 

SCtll UOTCRGfflltWIItOJAteMItawtardfinC . ..AS Soto 
JR3J TEMPO (881 (D)WPei:n2 . _ -.-FUtty 

231 BARABAD (13) J Fdsu«OlS 4 D G - ■ 

ns stIPERN0iMD(iNMWEasleftv4*8 -CMcOmart CT 

fi WFW * n>^*) t»4T M mwmanQl 1D& . Biwrama 

-Wttodaied- 

TTM1: W Beauchamp Kh»B. 9-4 Bah ahad . 7-2 ChW YOnl aoca. 1 2-1 
16-1 NMi*«nMn. ftakW, 20-1 Tenq».33-1 othare 


MICKLETHWATTE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 FU2FH4 KING P(N (2S)(D) P Breumcrt 7 H t) SGnttnB) 

2 3MF3F SHUGAA (W) J MackteB Tl 9 RSuppto 

3 MCMX) EXECUTIVE DESiGN (88) Ura M RewteyTTT 8 PMwn 

4 WHS SCOTMAILLADP^ (CD) GMl*«re5T18__JiK»no*y (5) 

5 CVI-tT UARYS FfflJNGS f78) U Haramond 8 B 9 BHardng 

G M040 APOCLOS DAlfflMTER {1^ J GouUrg It t)0 — LCoqptr(7) 

-BdatiMed- 

Mhnum KeWt JOB Tn* fwncksp we®f* ^potto's OaugtoarBd JT& 
BETTING: 74 Scotmafl Lad, 5® Mary's Feelings, £K2 Kkig Pin, 11-2 Ea- 
acuthm Design. 10-1 SUi Gaa, 1M Apofln'a Daughter 

FORM VERDICT 

Scotmafl Led wfll be no pushover, but ho front-nnwig lac- 
Bcs ctxid set things up for KING PIN. The lop-weight has hs 
share of temperament, but IS racing over what is probably fas 
opnrum trfa) oH a taveaaabie made He should reptesart vakta 


HOECHST ROUSSEL ‘NH* NOVICE 
HURDLE (D) £4^00 mares 2m 4f 110yds 

454m JOWOODY (11) BAs Mftewtey 6 n 0 GLae 

30)43 WNGBIN1E (57] (D) Mn Vt Re*** 6 It 0 PMven 


5.05 


ASKHAM BRYAN HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £3,000 added 2m 


0030 ASKfflGG VENTURE (9?) M Hammond 6 W7 BHardng 

4 06330 TRIPLE TTOIMPH PQ JNavfla6D7 MARtzgendd 

-4dadarad- 

BETTBia- 40 Jowoody, M Wogemie, 1 14 Asfcrtgg Venture, l MTMple 
Triumph 

FORM VERDICT 

JOWOODY. who has improved dramadcaly sinca Joinng Mary 
Reveley, was in front a long way out when compkSl >y her hat- 
trick and she should have enough speed to cope with the drop 
back in dstance. SUbiecompanian fOngennta has dsappointed 
since her Newcastle wn. when she was a long way ahead at 
Astol gn Ventm, but b the one for the forecast 


4.35 


EAST KESWICK HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS C) £8,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 IM3U BfOGHlSI SHADE (Q (CO) Ms M RevBisy 9 11 D — PNiwn 

2 253042 KXJ3QJ tSJLO (5(9 TEastfflhyB h 9 JtA Dwnpaoy P) 


1 1-3F55 SlUYMOffiYpS)(P)TEesartyei»13 LWyer 

2 23203 EASTERN PROJECT M Hammond 5 If 9 — B Haitflng 

3 1-3001 MUTASARR1F(19 J Dodds 6 11 5 SHN ro sap) 

4 551 P-4 SWANDALE HYER (F44) N Byoirfl 7 Tl 0 GFRyanp} 

5 043604 RANGER SLQAHE (6) (D) GFiern>7 Tl 0— RFemut 

6 25-C6 WYNYARD LADY (44) (0) l*s U Rewley 8 1) t) PMmn 

7 055306 EARPp7)(D) FMra^i7D5 A Dobbin B 

B 0060* COMEANDRUN(02)MWEasbibySt)4_CMcCtiiinec*ffl 
9 0WS00 BONY (39) (0) JJ Quinn V SO ANagube 

—9 iluiihitil — 

SETTING: 7-2 Motasanfl. 9-2 Eastern PTOjMt, 11-2 wynymd lady; 5-1 
Raogar Sloine, 1M SSty Honey, SnomdMe Ryw, B-1 Earp, 14-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Earp. Rangar Stoane and Erlny are wNIhandfoapped on iheir 
best form, but preference a for EASTERN PROJECT, who 
has run wel oH his new mat* since beeJen by Crazy Horae 
and Scotmal Lad at Ayt Silly Money could Improve consid- 
erably on his last rwi ever Unifies and Is feared, along with 
Wynyerd Lady, but the ground may be too soft for the much- 
knproved Mut aaa r r B. 


WOT.VERHAMPTON 

HYPERION 

.10 Tbtamore 2.40 EHte Hope 3-10 Bold Htart 
,40 Baron De Plchon 4.1 0 Legal venture 
.45 C-Harrv 5.15 Law Dancer 


2.40 


JundaTO. STALLS: tnsnfo. except W {OUtsds). 
WANTAGE: Low to best for ti 

■ramsisaLwvj *-.* 

m- a» t ,6. t^iwxiik sa S3 «i ™?SS 

rfess 

EREO FIRST TIME 1 Ntehoirt W*W** **** a 
wd — — 


UNDA & LESLEY NEARLY A CENTURY 
CLAIMING STAKES (F) (Dlvl) £2,750 7f 

1 UBtta BJTEHOreiUSAJ (7} pO) m N Trtder 7 9 2 -S 8 

2 040004 BEST QUEST (6) (D) K Bute 4 8 V 

3 224® DRYAD Pfl p) NLttiiCtNn 48 U TO 'Sj2fl?5 

4 0302-2 SAIlWAR fSS) (P) ite N UacatAiy 7 B 11 — _P MeONi a2 V 

5 05505- RONSPET(JfltD)RR*nnon46B P Rtatom (JJ 6 

6 2SS0G- FOJO£ LADY p 34) P Murphy 48S SQrotne? 

7 050-65 LANCASHflTELEG£ND{2)WBreba*nBBBlPBmday (7)5 

8 -05065 SING FOfl AC (9) (C] H K*TStaad47 T2 „PU (Wan (7) 1 

—8 dactond * 

BETTING: 5-2 Samwft W E#» Nop®. M Bad QuaK. tefar Labjl 7-1 
Dryad, Ron's PeL 3M Lancaahir* Lagend, Sing Far Ma. 

FORM VERDICT 

Strictly at the wagms ELITE HOPE has^ no easy task. taut! 
has on peasant recora Iwre and wi not go down tw thfluta 
fight Best Quest has to prove himself here, whte Satowar 
and Dryed are InairaUng and both Ron’s Pet and Foxle Lady 

have ptenty to piwa on tfittr ftst tasts of Rxesand 

TAURUS STAKES (CLASS C) £9,000 
added 7f 


3.10 


■JU MUST BE JOKING JULIA - n«J- 
jItURY' MAIDEN (D) £3,750 Irt 100yds 

a (5 hkjmoW^ •— ■■ ah, bSS2i 


CV SOA « vaJPE - 9 ' 


RCMtnmB 

Dam UcKaowh 9 

RWnston (3)6 


6 n r Sri V rlrtrti a h s . R wtretoB (3) o 

UWRS i 1 - 3 ) ® •*® aP ’A- .m-«w«*t(l 


E WOLF llW MfifS 3 B® 

OH£IUSAI0») fc S tj! ^?|'' 
K SCENT jHctftntsn-fcS 

FORM vef 


LDamodt TO 
... .UFenWiU 

.. JOUM3B 
_ NCaBanWT 
... ,NCatMe4 
.Qtle Gltsoc S 
jUtatttaMyvtt 


Hanon Mam. 

FORM 


6B12W l’WLlANSYI*PHWIYrttCO)P&«'*5'00CCOBaBpJ 2 V 

33E2- DUtJ*C)«3 WMTEr OZJP) 499 ..--—-^ PhM 4 

5000.1 BOLDBTORTfl^ro AOfi r oa»w794 RCodvaaelB 

032-11 yy®MANSWEIGHpi)CTRMoinsliBaoB94NC!ifcn(5}5 
J034S CLASSY OflJ fi) (BF) P Earn 4 8 B - - --T G NclaugMn 6 
FLYING OmCei (27) (TO) (BF) S» M 3 88-™-- 

.TSprahtS 

-Sdacbred- 

BCT71NB: WRyhlflOfllcaiH-l 

Dtamond Whha, 7-1 Baton Symphony. 10-1 Bold EBan. 

FORM VERDICT 

Ng easy task at the weights for FliflNG OFFTCEH, but tNb 
rdfcffTi to 71 wA siit and he b Bariy to b« able la delate pro- 
esedif^s. Ctaaay taeo may glva him most ta da 

LEO HANDICAP (CLASS C) £10^00 
added 1m If 79yds 

t 2^-0 ft^ETA-UINUTE |4SJ (CtJ) R hoinshead 6 "0 0 _A Catena 7 
7 tood- TBfitAIRE(VSA) (JK) Rkflram*94 ACMcG 

3 &es SUAlIACHCT(CD)RH0irehMd6B4 _NCNJw[5)3 

4 -tJTC TXa^RYAATT (15HCOHBF) U JOlnsfol* 87— CCadarl 

6 233483 KING PWANfiJMPoitaaiBI AWchcfl»(5}2 B 

e mot BWON DE PICtON W |C) N Ubrxxfoi 3 7 O Ea^J fluha 1 

7 341121 HfflH NOON (7) (CO) N Usnoden 4 7 2 Pb] JTkeS 

-7dactared- 


BETTWG: 3-t ThatayoatLI 00-30 Bata De Ptctno, High Noon, B-1 WM- 
AWnuta, 7-1 Ktag Priam, 10-1 Suahach. Tenwmlra 

FORM GUIDE 

Weet-AJJttnuta: Bx*e a tong bang run wtth 3 1 /, length win over 
Byiattium from 7b tower oxer C&O n Dec, but wel beaten off 
this mart sinca Capable of bold hd if in the mood 
Tbmarairai Paled to buid on eeriy-seasan Ungflald and Mfind- 
aerlurfitinsflifosaiCBKfolcrTSOOPBreiSomepnirniwonPT- 
bresand debut behind Refcae 1b Lose hae in Non but OMan 
over hunfos since and mey need turto tsg)ononco rf srbee 
Suahach: UnreSabte sbeJfma course winner Beaten twice off 
flis mart since ZJsngm win from 7b tower over CM) m Jan 
and probably weighted up to best now 
Thakryaeti: Rased 8b for3 langtosCSD win over TafoWi Beta 
tost manshartoiuacaughstqr Bank On i*Tt over Tm2fmLng- 
field latest ShoiJd be a ma|or factor, dthough shorter trfo and 
Bnotoar ib nss could be hard td wwcome 
King Priam: Preving hard to place on AW and toohed a shads 
iriuriant when 1'Manglh3tdtoi^gh N u nn f ro m this marit over 
C&D latest 

Bamat De Ptohent Progassad again with 2-tongBi wfet cmst Urv 
coh Dean hemfirn). Could strode under 6tb penalty, though 
longer trip wfl hdp 

H^h Nook ComtonaMy deflad 3b rae to beat Prospectort 
Cove over CSC for 3id wn n lest 4 aar& Ibugh task if> it 
grade with €b penalty 

VERDICT: The cwSd test between tha proifle scorers 
THQCRYAAT1. Baron De Hchott and High Noon- The hWt 
Liamodan pair are both looking to defy penalties earned in lower 
grade, and mey could find the saarSy hjjnwing Thekryaati 
moA to peg back 4 Gary Carter gas a bad into the strain 


BETTING: 02 LagNYMae; 5-1 DwW.6-1SniaahUKky.7-1 WnTOafcvMDciy 
Day Dnam Hrtotoi, Ntohriaa Mkttvis, Suu Gal. to-t haha, w-i othets 

FORM VERDICT 

WEETRA1N, who gives tha I npresstor i she wffl be suited by 
tha drop in trip, went wel enauefi to a Bf maiden here last month 
to suggest she handtes the surface and she Is new potentially 
vml handcapped. Dofly Day Dream may find thfe on the sharp 
aide but should rut wel 


4.45 


UNDA & LESLEY NEARLY A CENTURY 
CLAIMING STAKES (F) (Div II) £2,750 7f 


1 0033 TROJAN H3T0 (7) (CO) L»B U Rswliy 881 — ACdtanal 

2 -BW C-HAHRY (7) |a? R Hcfimhasd 5 8 X3 RQodvaneS 

3 DOflV HSASUS (23) (D) D Artulfrot 7 B Tl SNhKanrth2 

4 -005M ABTAAL P) (C^ Mrs N Ucwky 939 PMcCabe5V 

5 fiOW NAMUA(iq«fcsGKaeway4aB RFhmdi4 

5 00505 GD‘SF0UY(11)LADboi 687 m . R Thomas (7)7 B 

7 515000 FAYM (7) (C&) Lfcs3V*<i563 £CMr^)3 

6 0*3000 AlHNGT0NG8TLfi)PEwns47C JOtonSB 

-Bdadared- 

BETTINtL 54 TrD)an Hartal t-4 C-Hany, 4-1 Abtaal, 9-3 Fayra, 13-2 Mele- 

sw, KM HariHa, 1M Etfa FMy, 14-1 /Uringfoa Gkl 

FORM VERDICT 

Tho is Baiy to raaohm it»H nu a battle between TROJAN 
HERO and C-Harry who are dosely weighted on tost week's 
torn The tormar again has the tow draw to maka lha turning. 


5.15 


4.10 


[&40 


AQUARIUS SELLING HANDICAP 
(CLASS G) £2500 added 3YO 5f 

1 DC6348 DOU* DAYDREAM (11) Kk»y97 llartin Dwyw2B 

2 [RO<3 IfGALVBfTURE (T4}(D) N LtSSnoden 3 7T G McLaoghln 7 B 

OCEMS DAMD (2S) Mss G Kefaway 9 5 P Frederick* (5) tl 

40008 PASHA pi) HssJ Can* B 4 SWttaKr12B 


3 

4 

5 432» NKHOtAS MtSTRBS (4) P Esms 9 1 

6 EB0&-5 VlffiTIWIN (11) J Gwen 9 1 

7 00600 GREY STHKE (28) J Btny 8 11 . 


ICaDan^13V 

JFndngl 

>Fhaaay5B 


8 00002 SOUTHS LUCKY (2) N Uunoden 8 Tl .CCaw(5]l 

9 35255 STinrON GAL (12) J Wtianon S 11 F Norton 8 B 

t> 600- COSMIC AUTTUDE (151) A NeMOntaaBB— JftrionB 

it 58006 HABWfB) Us Nllacauiejr88 P McCabe 4 V 

V ODO- REAL TWO nSJJP 81 JTWtlOV 

S ANOTHER LOVER [IS) S Kni^it 7 12 A Pc* (3) 3 

- T3 declared - 


UESLEYS 48 TOTAY YEARS NOTaGS’ 
HANDICAP (E) £3500 added 1m 4f 

1 55004 NERANS BRIDGE (21) (CD} A Juvs 4 8 1), LNemonS 

2 255344 NOUKAH fi) (D) P Ewan 6 9 8 T G UeLaughin 1 

3 *21620 ABULJJOOD (5) (CQ) UVforing496 RPrictSB 

4 TOW* JALB (J49J (D) P WUrjiiy 5 9 5 SDrtJwna2 

5 SOfiOl COLDNELai8THimjPBaia481|Ba*) GEtortfwalS 

8 2B00-1 LAWDANCEH (IS) (q (C^TMfcSStl JJca Hacked (7) T 

7 BOOM HJU.FAHM DANCEH (11)(C) warctmmeBSBPBradtoyfTJS 

8 -054H CZAR WARS (B) PDNtsn 47 tl. — JtUaiS 

8 44M0GUHBUNG(47)KCcmBrfart57D PFfoseyOV 

-Sdaciind- 

Mhhun waghc 7a ifltr. This tarxfinp wkjhc OMBngMl3b. 
BETTKG: >1 Law Dancer; «*1 Cokmal Coatee 6-1 NoukarL 6*1 Jalfa, 7-1 
Kfaranc Bridga, 8*T Car Was, 10-1 AbUfloo 4 14*f afftew 

FORM VERDICT 

Than ware ai^u of a resurgence faom HU Parm Dancer on 
hertgappwr{utc»whae Coronal Cua taris not hfyasposed 
over rmddto dtofonees. But LAW DANCST won ntoaly on Ms 
reappearmtee at Lingfield last week, escapes a penalty for 
that aucc&ss and is arguably a better performer hart. 


Oxford have to 
be wary of Laird 


OXFORD, WHO play in the 
National League, are favourites 
to add to (heir 37 wins in the 99th 
Varsity match but Cambridge, 
who lead the way with 45 victo- 
ries, hare had a good season and 
are mounting a strong chal- 
lenge for National status. 

The threat to Oxford at the 
Milton Ktynes National S ladnim 
next Tuesday wfll come from the 
double Oxford Blue Adam Laird, 
who after three yearn of National 
League experience with East 
Grinstead, arrived at Cam- 
bridge last October and imme- 
diately started scoring goals. 

Averaging more than two in 
each of Cambridge’s league 
games, he could be the differ- 
ent between tte sidea Another 
Cambridge talent with league 
experience is Steve Gray. 

Oxford, led by their South 
African captain, David Eadie, 
win be looking to thefr England 
Under-21 World Cup striker 
Tom Matthews to provide the 
goals. Matthews, along with 


HOCKEY 


by bill Colwill 

Tim Johnson, both w inning 
their third Blue along with 
Eadie, could provide the edge. 
Cambridge edged home 2-1 
winners in last year's women’s 
game. The match turned on a 
lively performance from 
Tammy Nancoo, who played 
for Trinidad and Tobago in last 
year’s Commonwealth Games 
and the Cambridge captain, liz 
EUwood, a stalwart in defence. 


Costelloe. Sobattcncas; R WDcock, T 
Damek. N CampbdU Cnwen. S Deadmon. 
Oxford (from): C Andrews, N Tlmson. E 
Sevan. W Whitworth. N PlrihJ, D Eadie 
(rapt). P Atkinson, T Johnson, A Gough. 
T Matthews. M Darboit. J Pflth. M May- 
er. P Baker, T Palmer. T Perry. 

:C Wright. EElhwood 
: Panizza, J Belcher. 
RJoynet H MansfletcL H Coles. 
J Dobte. T Nancoo, N Red path. E Anetay 
E Klrsdien. H Dene. A MacDorald. 
Onford ■rome n: R nnswoth. N Orringe. 
S Mackle. C McKenna (capr). K Hampson, 
G Traub. V Pope. J Broers. E Klngstone. 
N Jacobsen. H Brooks. J Connell, RWhite. 
A Sherwood, B Wans, S Baker. 


Cambridge women: C 

leapt). RMeretfith. F F 
M Sherlock. R Joyner HI 



^ why not 
5 bank for 
£ free? 


for 24 hour banking call free 

a 0800 24 24 24 

w ww. first d irect.co.uk 


iFtoe banking mess that there aa no Chagas for cheque and cash machine wtthdimafe I 
tho UK. BttKfang orders and direct debits. Switch payments or monthly oatemenii 
For (uB written (fotafa of our services writs to First Direct Freepost Loads tsrw 2FU 

FTna Orea b a dviston ot MKSsnd Bank pic. First Dtrsoi ressruss the right to dscflra ro ope 

Ian account lor you. Tb r nrin ta ln a quaByaaretaa, cals may be merttnred anther wconJa 

lAppfieants must be 18 or over. Firet Direct srertebte ineereet rate ter ovenlratta up to E26 

— 12 - 6 * EAft. CTOdH ia.sutject.to status. Memher.BSBC 4Tb fa, 
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European Cup quarter-final: Italian clubs have usually had the upper hand on some pulsating nights of action 


fllOl 


History not on United’s side 


BY GUY HODGSON 


EVEN BERTI VOGTS, the erst- 
while manager of Germany, 
has been making optimistic 
sounds about Manchester Unit- 
ed's chances of winning the Eu- 
ropean Cup this season and the 
city itself is electric with opti- 
mistic anticipation, but a note 
of caution ought to be sounded. 

United meet Intemazionale 
tonight and precedent does not 
coincide with the confident 
noises. They have won the 
Champions and the Cup- Win- 
ners’ Cups and have been play- 
ing in Europe [or more than 40 
years, but not once have they 
prevailed in a two-legged tie 
against an Italian side. 

Pour times United have gone 
out to Italian dubs and even in 
their encounters with Juventus 
in the Champions’ League in 
1996 and 1997 they would have 
lost had the normal knock-out 
rules applied. Spaghetti Junc- 
tion. in their case, has led to an 
exit. 

Where United have failed, 
others have succeeded al- 
though the balance remains in. 
the Latins' favour There have 
been exciting Anglo -Italian 
nights and one. Heysel, so 
dreadful football recoiled in 
shame. 

To dwell on the positive, 
here are memorable ties from 
the five decades of European 
dub competition when Eng- 
land's finest have met Italy's 
with mixed results. 



V \ 


.... 


European Cup senn-final 
Manchester Utd 2 Milan 1 
Milan 4 Manchester lltd 0 
iMUan iron 5-2 on aggregate ) 
Five days after United had 
lost the FA Cup final to Boiton. 
three months after Munich and 
the football world could not 
have done more for the dub. 
Apart from England and Milan 
that is. 

With insensitivity that beg- 
gars belief even ata distance of 
40 years, England insisted 
Bobby Chariton went on a pre- 
World Cup tour and missed 
out on a semi-final that had 
been gained by the last act of 
the team destroyed in the 
crash. With him United might 
have done enough in the first 
leg.' without him there was lit- 
tle hope. 

"I think we had run out of 
emotional steam," recalled Bill 
Foulkes. a United defender for 
21 years, but there was still 
enough there for Ernie Itaytor 
to win the first match with a 
penalty 1 1 minutes from time 
after Dennis Viollet had been 
fouled by a future Italian man- 
ager. Cesare Maldini. 

“I have never seen a crowd 
set alight with the flame of vic- 
tory as this Old TVafford." Ter- 
ence Elliott of the Da% Express 
wrote, but resentment also 
burned in the Milan players 
who disliked United's robust 
tackling and the award of what 
they judged an unfair penalty. 

The price was paid in Milan, 
where they wort* bombarded 
with vegetables thrown from 
the crowd. "I remember being 
hit by cabbages and the biggest 
bunch of carrots I’ve ever 
seen.” Fbufites said. ■“They hurt 
loo" 

So did the tackles, and Unit- 
ed were brushed aside by a 
combination of brute force, a 
lenient referee and the bril- 
liance of Milan's £75,000 (then 
an astonishing sum* 
Uruguayan centre-forward 
Schiaffino, who scored twice. 

“It was a terrible experi- 
ence.” Foulkes said. “Milan 
had a good team and they 
crashed us in the second half. 
Most of us were glad in the end 
to settle for 4-0." 



n» 



Clockwise (from top left): Alan Smith scores Arsenal’s winner against Parma in the 1994 Cup-Winners’ Cup final; Juventus’ Claudio Gentile has the upper hand on 
Manchester United’s Frank Stapleton in the 1984 Cop-Winners’ semi-final; Tottenham’s Alan Gflzean challenges Milan’s Eabio Cudicini in the 1972 Uefa Cup semi-final; Ian 
St John nets Liverpool’s third against Inter in the 1965 European Cup semi-final; Manchester United’s Dennis Viollet scores against Milan in the 1958 European Cup semi-final 

Allsport/Hutton Getty fM irror/lbpham Picturepoint 


European Cup semi-final 
Liverpool 3 Intemazionale 1 
Intemazionale 3 Liverpool 0 

rlnlcr iron 4-3 on aggregate J 

In his autobiography Bill 
Shankly described the second 
leg as “a war” and one that left 
the defeated army bitter that 
they had been (heated. The first 
match though was one of the 
great Acficld nights. 

Liverpool had won at Wem- 
bley on the Saturday and 
Shankly, never one to miss out 
on propaganda, got the injured 
Gerry Byrne and Gordon Milne 
to parade the FA Cup round the 
ground as Inter, the world and 
European champions, took the 
field. 

That whipped up an already 
excited 54.U00 crowd who with- 
in li minutes saw Roger Hunt 
score and Mazzoia equalise. Ian 
Callaghan restored the lead 
and Ion St John made it a two- 
goal margin so that by the end 
the Hop was singing “Oh Inter, 
one. two, three. Go back to 
Italy” to the tune of “Santa 
Lucia”. 

The smiles of that night soon 
ended in the San Siro. A church 
bell tolled opposite the Liver- 
pool hotel disturbing the play- 
ers' sleep and the game itself 
had a horrible atmosphere with 
rockets raining down an the vis- 
itors. 

“As for the referee.” the Liv- 
erpool captain, Ron Yeats, re- 
coiled. “he signalled an indirect 


free-kick and when the ball 
went straight into the net he 
gave a goal. The second came 
after the ball had been kicked 
out of Tommy Lawrence’s 
hands. The third goal was fair 
enough, but what a way to win 
a match.” 

Shankly had believed liver- 
pool would be the first English 
dub to win the European Cup 
that year but swallowed his 
disappointment. “See what 
you've done," he told his play- 
ers as they listened to the ex- 
travagant celebrations, “these 
people are going mad because 
they’re so pleased to beat Liv- 
erpool. That's the standard you 
have raised yourselves to." 


Uefa Cup semi-final 
Tottenham 2 Milan 1 
Milan 1 Tottenham 1 
(Tottenham won 3-2 on 
aggregate) 

When Alex Ferguson com- 
plains of fixture congestion 
refer him to this. Tottenham 
played on Good Friday, Satur- 
day and Easter Monday and by 
the time their weary players 
faced Milan it was their fourth 
game in six days. 

Bill Nicholson needed every 
resource he had and Alan 
Mullen,-, who was on loan to FUI- 

ham and seemingly on his way 
out of White Hart Lane, vras re- 
called to replace John Pratt who 
had broken his nose. It would 


prove an inspired decision. 

The first leg has gone down 
in north London legend as 
Steve Perryman’s match. He 
would go on to make 655 
League appearances for Spurs 
and was still playing for the dub 
14 years later; but it was fra - this 
game, at the age of 2Q, that he 
is fondly remembered. 

Milan had taken the lead 
through Benetti on the 
counter and Tottenham’s 
attack, understandably given 
the hard labour; was weary and 
predictable. Then Perryman 
struck with an opportunist 
shot from the edge of the 
penalty area. 

At 1-1 and time running out 
the result was still favourable 
to Milan, but Perryman would 
strike again even more ex- 
travagantly. Muflezy’s corner 
was cleared, but he caught the 
ball on the bounce and from 35 
yards volleyed into the far cor- 
ner. 

At the San Siro the tie was 
put further out of read: of the 
Italians within seven minutes. 
Perryman made to shoot but 
passed instead to Mullery, 
whose effort on the run curved 
high round the Milan goal- 
keeper. it would prove the de- 
cisive goal. 

“You played a real team 
game," Eddie Bailey, Nichol- 
son's assistant, shouted with de- 
light as the players returned to 

the dressing-room. “That’s 
great,” Martin Peters replied 


before turning to his rarely 
satisfied manager “Now I want 
to hear Bill say the same.” 

The board had promised the 
players’ wives, who had not 
been in Milan, they would def- 
initely travel for the two-legged 
final and they kept their word. 
They went to Wolverhampton. 


European Cup- Winners’ 
Cup semi-final 
Manchester Utd 1 Juventus 1 
Juventus 2 Manchester Utd 1 


(Juventus toon 34 cm aggregate) 
They still sell videos at Old 
Trafford of the game that got 
United into the semi-finals, a 
pulsating 3-0 win over a 
Barcelona team which in- 
cluded Maradona and who 
had established a 2-0 first-leg 
lead. The euphoria of that 
night had dissipated two 
weeks later, however; because 
Bryan Robson and Arnold 
Muhren were injured and Ray 
Wilkins suspended so the mid- 
field that had to take on Michel 
Platini et al included two de- 
fenders, Paul McGrath and 
John Gidzoaa 

“I could only say to the lads 
run your guts out and fight for 
every ball then it might just hap- 
pen for us,”’ remembers Ron 
Atkinson, then the United man- 
ager, and that looted even less 
likely when Paulo Rossi got a 
deflected goal afle r aquarter of 
an hour. 


Alan Davies, who would 
tragically commit suicide in 
the Nineties, equalised 10 min- 
utes before half-time and when 
Norman Whiteside did the 
same in tiie second leg in TUrin 
Atkinson believed a famous 
victory would be his. 

“It was the first goal the Ital- 
ians had conceded on their 
own ground in the competition 
and I thought at that stage we 
were stronger and fitter; If we 
had made it to extra time I think 
we'd have run them off their 
feet” 

Instead, with a minute to go 

Zbigniew Bomek rolled the ball 

into Rosa’s stride and he won 
the match for Juventus with a 
low shot past Gary Bailey’s 
left hand. 

“Rossi showed why he was 
one of the most accomplished 
goal scorers in the world," 
Atkinson said. “But I still think 
if we'd had a full squad for the 
two legs we’d have been in the 
final." 


European Cup Winners’ 
Cup final 

Arsenal 1 Parma 0 
They sing anthems at High- 
bury to results like this but few 
one-nils are as cherished. An- 
field ’89 may have books and 
films based on it, but a sound 
argument could be made for 
picking this as the finest hour 
and a half of George Graham’s 


Gunners. 

Arsenal’s Premiership sea- 
son had fizzled out into two wins 
in eight matches and when Tan 
’Wright. who scared 34 goals that 
season, bad to miss the Copen- 
hagen final along with John 
Jensen, David Hfllier and Mar- 
tin Keown their prospects 
against the holders and over- 
whelming favourites were not 
promising. 

The Parma team looked for- 
midable then but subsequent fa- 
miliarity has added to their 
lustre because the Italian side 
that ni gh t included Gianfranco 
Zola, Eaustino Asprilla and 
Tomas Brolin. Deprived of his 
leading scorer and his ball- 
winning grafters, Graham 
adopted a 4-5-1 formation with 
splendidly stoic results. 

Brolin hit a post in an early 
Italian flurry but once this 
storm had bran weathered Ar- 
senal calmly wrested control 
and took the lead after 20 min- 
utes. Alan Smith, the tone strik- 
er, pounced on an extravagant 
failed attempt at an overhead 
clearance by Lorenzo Minotti 
and ran on to shoot past Luca 
Bucri via the post 

The Italians withdrew Pin, 
their principal midfielder, with 
20 minutes remaining the bat- 
tle had been won. “Tactically 
and technically we efid not func- 
tion,” Nevio Scala, the Parma 
manager; said. “This was be- 
cause Arsenal were the betta* 
team.” Sweet words on a sweet-- 


Irish choose physical approach 


SO NOW we know; the Irish are 
taking the route-one. back-to- 
basics, hellfire and brimstone 
approach to this weekend’s 
Five Nations set-to with Eng- 
land. 

Warren Gotland, their coach, 
tacitly admitted as much last 
night when he dropped the 
pace?; multi-faceted Eric Miller 
from his back row and chose 
Victor Costello instead. As a 
statement of intent, it was deaf- 
ening. Gatiand intends to take 
the word “vicarage" out of the 
forthcoming tea party and re- 
place it with the word “Boston". 

A shovel-handed i8st 3lb 
man mountain from Blackrock 
-he went to the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympics as a shot-putter - 
Costello has many qualities; not 
every No 8 experiences the 
pleasure of catching Jeremy 
Guscott in full flight, as the Le- 


RUGBY UNION 


BY CHRIS HEWETT 


insterraan did at Twickenham 
last season. But subtlety is 
hardly one of the more promi- 
nent strings attached to the 
Costello bow. His selection over 
Miller whose brilliance made 
him the youngest of Martin 
Johnson's 1997 Lions, under- 
lines Gatland’s preference for 
the physical over the artistic. 

Miller will be desperately 
disappointed. Two stones 
lighter than Costello but infi- 
nitely more versatile, he made 
more yardage during Ireland’s 
fine victory over Wales at Wem- 
bley 11 days ago than the av- 
erage gridiron running back, 
and covered more acreage than 
an entire team-full of Costellos 
could ever dream about. 


Still, the emerald die is cast: 
it will be full-on and damn the 
consequences on Saturday: 

Gatiand has made a sec- 
ond, more widely predicted 
change to his winning side of 
two weekends ago. Giron 
Dempsey, a dubmale of Mill- 
er's at Terenure College, re- 
gains the left wing berth from 
Nial Woods, who drops down a 
level and plays in the second- 
string A international between 
the two countries at Donny- 
brook on Saturday night 

Whether the Irish will rue 
the absence of Woods' goal-kick- 
ing skills remains to be seen. 
They paid the price of his omis- 
sion against France in the 
opening match of the champi- 
onship. so it is a risky strategy. 

England were scheduled to 
confirm their line-up this af- 
ternoon and Costello's induson 


may just persuade Clive Wood- 
ward. the national coach, to 
shine his selectorial torch in the 
direction of the back row. 

Martin Cony, a titan for Lei- 
cester this season, has the 
right physical equipment to 
confront the Irish No 8. Hie 
most imaginative solution 
would be to restore the equal- 
ly powerful Richard HUl to his 
open-side role, run Lawrence 
Dallaglia on the blind side and 
use Neil Back as a 25-minute 
“impact" player once the game 
has broken up a little. 

Woodward is unlikely to do 
any such thing. He has been 
concentrating on the choices at 
full-back and scrum-half if he 
picks on form, he wfl recall both 
Matt Ferry and Ityran Bradten. 
Perry is a m ag nifi cent defen- 
sive full-back -witness his per- 
formance against the Spring- 


FOOTBALL 

7 30 unkss stated 
EUROPEAN CUP 
QUARTER-HUMS HRST-LEG 
Bayern Munich v Kaiserslautern (7.45) 


boks in Cape Town last summer 
- while Bracken is the best No 
9 in Europe. Given the latter’s 
injury record. Woodward 
should play him while he ran 

John Davies will play for 
Wales in Saturday's encounter 
with France in Paris. An arm in- 
jury may eject Scotland’s cap- 
tain, Gary Armstrong, from the 
Italy game at Murrayfield. 

WSasps’ Tetley's Bitter Cup 
semi-final with Gloucester has 
been moved to Sunday, 4 April 


Juventus v Otyrnplafcos (7.45) 

Man Utd v Intemazionale (7 .45) _... 

Real Madrid v Dynamo Kiev (7.45) ...... 


IRELAND (■ Eatfmd. Rn Nations' 
ffcwnpIniwB l p . L ans dou u e Wood. Sal- 
urday,6Mvdi):C O’Sbea (London Irish). 
J Bishop (London Irtei). K Maggs (Bath). 
J Beil (Ow^innon). G Dempsey [teenisc 
College); D Humphreys (Dungannon). C 
McGamiMM [St Marys Can***); P Oo- 
hessy (Youio Munster). K Wood (Harle- 
quins), P Wallace (Saracens). P Johns 
(Saracens, apt). J DavMseu (Cascres). D 


O’Culmwasalfi (Sale), A wnd 
naNncft). vcostello (St Mary’s College}. 
Replac em ents: R Heodersoo (Wasps). 
E Ehmod (Galwegians). C ScaBy (UCD). 
E Miller fferemire College). M dadwey 
(Shannon), J notpanrick (Dungannon). R 
Nesdal* (Newcastle). 


fSl CARUNG PREMIERSHIP 

Sheff Wed v Wimbledon (7.45) 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
HRSTDMSION 

Barnsley v Bradford (7.45) .... 

OPR v Oxford Utd (7.4S) 

Swindon v Tranmere (7.45) 

THttUHTTS SCOTTISH CUP 
POUR™ ROUND 

Clydebank v Dundee Utd—. 

(of Stirling FQ ' 

SCOTH5H LEAGUE THIRD DIVI5ION: 
Postponed; Dumbarton v Cowden- 
beath. 

RYMAN LEAGUE Premier DfwWem 
Dae enham & Redbridge v Hampton 
(7.45). Htk DMsIob: Croydon v Maid- 
enhead Utd: Molesey v Chertsey. 

□R MARTENS LEAGUE Southern Di- 
ebten: St Leonards vGorby 
UNIBOND LEAGUE CUP Secofld- 
round replay: HucknaO v Em ley (or Bm- 

PRESS ft JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEMRJE: Deueronualev Peterhead (8.0): 
Fort WSSan v Oachnacudftn: Fraserburgh 
* Krttft (8.0); Hunrty v Buckle Thistle. 
LEAGUE OF WALES Gilbert League 
Oqnnd-fhaL- Postponed: Caernar- 
fon Town v Bangor Giy. 

NORTHERN counties east 
LEAGUE CUP TOrd-ramd replay. 
Garfbrth v Thackley. Fourth remndr 


AmokJ v North Ferrlby: Ossett Albion v 
Denafoy; Seiby v Ossett Town. 
HINSrONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Pre- 
mier DMsSonc VCD Athletic v Deal. 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
Hrst Diefedoo: Eastbourne Tbwn v Has- 
socks. 

SCRBBIHX DIRECT LEAGUE Prater 
Dhristem Elmore v Barnstaple: Chip- 
penham v Odd Down. 

POWTTNS LEAGUE Premier DMsIob: 


Leicester v Birmingham (7.0). First Dl- 
wsion: Burnley v Manchester City (7. 1 5): 
Grimsby v ftart V&e (7.0): West Brarwidcn 
V Coventry (7.0) fat Haksomn Tom FQ: 
Wolverhampton v Bolton (7.0). Second 
DhrfsJon: Lincoln v Scarborough (2.0): 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


19.5m 

The amount in 
dollars (£12m) that 
Vinny Testaverde, 
of the New York 
Jets, will earn over 
the next three years 


Dynamo 
set real . 
test for 
Toshack 


(tup 


BY MARK BURTON 


JOHN TOSHACK^ track record 
at the Santiago Bemabej 
stadium will hearten Rea 
Madrid when they fed] 
Dynamo Kiev in tonight^ 
European Cup quarter-final 
first leg. During his first 17- 
manth spell with the dub. Real 
were unbeaten at home, win-; 
nin g 28 of their 31 matches 
under the Welsh man. 

Tbshack may bring back the ’ 
playmaker Fernando Redondo, 
who last played a competitive 
game 10 weeks ago. The Ar- 
gentinian has been out of action 
with a knee injury, but he was 


»1<> 



na 


a specialist in a very (EfBcult po- 
sition but Redondo is the key to 
everything,” Tbshack said. 

In a training session on Mon- . 
day Toshack indicated that he 
was only likely to m a k e two: 
r»hangp-s to the team that-' 
started in the 3-2 defeat at Real 
Betis on Saturday. Jaime 
Sanchpg is expected to make 
way for Redondo while an injury 
to Aitor Karanka means that ei- 
ther Manuel Sandhis or ffcr- 
nando Sanz will come into the 
centre of the defence. 

Dynamo Kiev for their part 
must over come the traditional " 
hangover often suffered by 
teams from the former Soviet 
Union after their long winter', 
break. In last season’s Euro- 
pean Cup, Dynamo were far 
less impressive when felling to 
Juventus in the quarter-finals 
than they had been in the group ■ 
stage. This year; to combat the 
lack of match practice, Dynamo 
have been training in the 
warmer dimes of Israel for 
several weeks and playing a 
numb er of friendlies. 

In contrast to the brilliant in- 
dividuals of Real, Dynamo’s 
strength is teamwork, with the 
Ukrainian international strik- 
ers, Serfcty Rebrov and Andriy 
Shevchenko, as focal points. 

If current form, injury worries 
and pedigree tell the story, then 
tonight’s all-German quarter- 
final between Bayern Munich 
and Kaiserslautern will be one- 
sided. Bayern warmed up for the 
first leg, at their Olympic stadi- 
um home, with a 4-0 demolition 
of Hansa Rostock which lifted 
them 12 points dear of second- 
placed Bayer Leverkusen at 
the top of the BimdesHga. 

The Bavarians, who won 
three straight European titles 
from 1974 to 1976, will be at full 
strength as their only doubtful 
starter; the midfielder Mario 
Baslen has recovered from In- 
fluenza and is fit to play 

Kaiserslautern, third in the 
League, could only manage a 
1-1 draw with VfB Stuttgart on 
Friday and will miss several key 
players, most notably their 
striker OlafMarschafl, who has 
a sore knee. 

Juventus, undefeated in 
three Serie A matches under 
their new coach, Cado Ancekrtti, 
hope to take a big step towards 
their fourth successive Euro- 
pean Cup final when they face 
Otympiakos Piraeus of Greece 
in their quarter-final first leg al 
their Delle Alpi stadium. 

Out of the title race, the Ital- 
ian champions are counting 
on the Cup to salvage a season 
in which they have been un- 
dermined by injuries to key 
players such as Alessandro 
Del Piero and Eflippo rnyjghi. 

While Dd Piero is out for the 
season with knee ligament 
damage, Juve will welcome 
back Tnzaghi, who is set to 
make his first start since in- 
juring his knee on 10 January. 
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TODAY’S FIXTURES 




(7.0); Rochdale v Darlington (2.0). 
Leag ue Cup qnarter-RnaC Stoc kport 


w Ybrk (7 0) (at Hyde Utd FC). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
Hrst DMstaa: Barnet » Watford (of 
Lefc/iworWi FCh Bournemouth v 
Northampton (2.0); Colchester vGflOng- 
ham (2.0): Southampton v Peterborough; 
Wimbledon v Cambridge; Wycombe v 


■ f 




Brentford (2.0): fottatham v Wartsmo u di 
(« Sr Albans FC): West Ham v MOtwaD 
(2.0). 


RUGBY LEAGUE 
NORTHERN FORD PREMBRSMP: 
Postpone* Otdham « Feathers ome 


h*, * ht u * s ><ln 


■SS.'v 


RUGBY UNION 
REPRESEnrami/I! MATCHES: East 
Midlands v Barbarians (3.0); North MW-' 
lands w RAF (730) for Wbrresrer RFQ. 
CLUB MATCHES: Cambridge Universi- 
ty v Penguins (7.1 5); Oxford University 
v Oxfordshire (7.30); RosslynftrtvRof- 
at Nauy (7.30). 


sSl:'" 

\i -i J . 
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BASKETBALL 


BUDWBSER LEAGUE: Derby Seen" » 
Leicester Riders (8.0). 


ICE HOCKEY 


SHONDA SUPERLEAGUE: Ayr SW- 
d* Eagles v Newcastle RherMngr(7J0i- 


■A. ‘Sis. 
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set up 


Bologna 


GIUSEPPE SIGNORI, the for- 
mer Italian international strik- 
er; scored twice as Bologna 
beat Lyon 3-0 last night to 
stand on the brink of their first 
Uefa Cup semi-finaL 
Signori put his side ahead 
with an acrobatic volley after 
five minutes, and he made it 2-0 
similarly early in the second 


By Derrick whyte 
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from 15 metres. The 
diminutive former Lazio for- 
ward turned provider in the 
54th minute, setting up the 
midfielder Jonatan Binotto for 
Bologna’s third goal, which 
made the quarter-final, first 
leg safe. 

Tlie Italians, who qualified 
for the competition via the In- 
tertoto Cup and have not 
reached the semi-finals of a Eu- 
ropean competition since 1968, 
sat back in the final 20 minutes 
to protect their co mmanding 
lead ahead of the second leg in 
France in a fortnight’s time. 

A football agent told a 
French cornl yesterday that he 
helped Bardeanx^ with attempts 
to bribe referees with offers of 
sifts and girls before Euro- 
r ;«an competition matches in 
the 1980s. 

Ljubomir Barin, a Croat, is 
one of four men on trial 
charged with fraud and bribery. 
The other three are the French 
dub’s ex-general manager its 
former secretary-general and 
another agent 

At the continuing trial, Barin 
said he had offered his services 
to the tiien Bordeaux president 
Claude Bez, who died last year, 
after the dub “got robbed* 1 by 
a refereeing decision in a Eu- 


ropean Cup match against 
Hamburg in 1981. After that he 
had received 500,000 francs 
(£60,000) ahead of each Euro- 
pean match to ensure there was 
no repeat The court is trying . 
to discover what happened to 
4£m francs pent by the dub be- 
tween 1983 and 1988. 

Barin said yesterday: “Bor- 
deaux would offer fur coats, 
shirts, gifts for the kids. Some- 
times girls, I don’t deny it 
There were sometimes three or 
four of them.” 

But the dub’s former sec- 
retary-general, Hervd Bizot, 
said the money was not meant 
to bribe referees but “to create 
a favourable envir onmen t 
around them”. 

France’s two most famous 
referees, Michel Vautrot and 
Joel Quiniou, both testified it 
was the custom for referees to 
be offered gifts at European 
matches. But Vautrot said that 
was “after the games and in the 
presence of the Uefe delegate. 
They were gifts bearing the 
team’s colours, nothing else.” 

Barin said no such prac- 
tices took place any longer 

Celtic’s captain, Tbm Boyd, 
said he and his fellow defend- 
ers are desperate to keep Alan 
Stubbs at the dub, although eh 
accepts that is the English cen- 
tre-back is unhappy north of the 
border then it wfil be difficult fn: 
the dub to persuade him to stay 
in Glasgow; Aston Villa are 
thought to be leading the chase 
for his signature. 



Bologna’s Jonathan Binotto (left) tussles for possession with Lyon’s David Linares during yesterday’s Ue&Cnp quarter-final in Bologna AFP 


O’Leary aims to start new era at Leeds 1 don t want England 

job/ says Venables 






DAVID O’LEARY is poised to 
-gpgn a new five-year contract 
frith Leeds United and he has 
set his sights on the Vbrkshire 
dub becoming a force to rival 
Manchester United, Chelsea 
and Arsenal. 

O’Leary said that the Leeds 
chairman. Peter Ridsdale, had 
offered him the new deal last 
week and insisted: “I would tore 
to stay and there are no prob- 
lems with signing the contract 
from my point of view'." 

It will earn the former 


Republic of Ireland player a pay 
increase as a reward for steer- 
ing Leeds into the top four of the 
Premiership and in developing 
youngsters such as Jonathon 
Wbodgate and Alan Smith. 

Now O'Leary is banking on 
Ridsdale and the board of di- 
rectors giving him the neces- 
sary funds to bring in the 
quality players he feels are re- 
quired to push Leeds onto the 
next rung of the ladder and be 
a League-challenging force. 

“When I took over I tore up 


my old contract and had a pay 
rise, but the agreement was that 
I was working on the basis of 
having the two and a half years 
to go of my old deal Hie dub 
wanted to see what I could da 
Now they want me to take the 
dub on for the next five years 
and I am delighted,” O’Leary 
said. 

O’Leary’s ride gave another 
demonstration of their potential 
when they won 2-1 at Leicester 
on Monday but he knows there 
is srtfflnmch work to be done be- 


fore the dub can claim to be 
partofthedhte. “The aim is to 
be able to challenge for the 
League over the next few years. 
There is quality in the current 
squad, but we are not in that po- 
sition yet,” O’Leary said. 

“I want to buy quality, the 
people who will take us on for 
the next few years and get us 
up there in terms of squad 
quality. Hopefully I will get the 
backing to do that Only time 
win tell on that issue.” 

Meanwhile, Leeds are to put 


forward detailed plans for the 
development of their EDand 
Road stadium after the Gov- 
ernment gave the go-ahead to 
the dub’s expansion plan. 

David Batty made his come- 
back for Leeds in a reserve 
match at Derby last night after 
three months on the sidelines 
with a rib injury. Batty,a£45m 
■signing from Newcastle, was 
takp.n off in the first half of his 
second Leeds debut against 
Coventry in December and has 
been out of action since. 


THE FORMER England coach 
Terry Ifenables has ruled out a 
return to the job once Kevin 
Keegan’s four-match reign 
comes to an end in June. 

Speaking for the Football 
Association, Nod White said 
last week: “We will look at cer- 
tain names put before us and 
Thny’s will almost certainty be 
among those.” 

But Venables has snubbed 
that olive hranch from the Tnan 
-viewed as one of the key men 


behind his departure from the 
post in 1996. 

Venables said: “It’s too late 
now. I am no longer interested 
in the job. I think the FA would 
have let Keegan have anything 
to take the job - just as long as 
it wasn’t me. 

“Fve not spoken to anybody 
at the FA about it They didn't 
ask me if I wanted it in the be- 
ginning. If they had, I would 
have said yes. But Fm not in- 
terested now.” 


SPORTING DIGEST 
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IOC disputes accusation 


of ‘flourishing’ corruption 


Vj.VVMnl* 

. , Vl - Euro- 

..- (•> wre 

.•! l.jWftf 

llviilsrllal 
, , . -i amt !>•-’■ 



S official from the ln- 
Otympic Committee 
disputed an Ameri- 
can ethics panel's contention 
that the committee fostered a 
“culture of improper gift giving” 
that led to corruption in the bid- 
ding process for the 2002 Salt 
Lake City Winter Games. 

The US Olympic Committee 
panel levelled most of the 
blame for the Salt Lake City 
vote-buying controversy at the 
IOC. Hie report said the con- 
duct ‘tolerated by the IOC is po- 
tentially illegal and inevitably 
co r ruptive". It also suggested 
leaders ignored corruption that 
was “flourishing". Hie report 
accused the IOC erf creating the 
atmosphere responsible for the 
improper inducements, which 
have seen nine IOC members 
either sacked or resign. 


OLYMPIC GAMES 


^However. Kievan Gosper, an 
lfC< 


executive board member 
from Australia, said the report 


foiled to acknowledge that since 
1987 the committee has had 
rules on gifts and travel relat- 
ed to the bidding process. 

“It’s quite unacceptable to 
say that the IOC has created an 
environment which has e n ab l ed 
gift giving and rewards to run 
out of control” Gosper said “I 
take strong objection to that We 
have rules and we have con- 
stantly refined those rules. An 
organisation like ours relies on 
candidate cities and IOC mem- 
ber to comply with those rules. 
If they had, we wouldn’t have 
had the problems we didin Salt 
Lake City” 

Gosper conceded, however; 
that IOC leaders should have 
done more to enforce the rules. 
“We haven’t sufficiently pur- 
sued the compliance in terms 
of IOC members and the can- 
didate cities.” he said. 


Drug test sought for Sydney 






AUSTRALIAN ATHIJSTfiS wiH 
be injected with a banned 
performaocC'Cnhancing drugm 

a programme to develop a re- 
liable test before the Sydney 
Olympics. 

Volunteers aged IB to 35 wiu 
be given a course of the drug 
erythropoietin tEPO). The sub- 
stance occurs naturally in hu- 
mans, but endurance athletes 
have injected synthetic forms to 
^enhance their performance. 
' EPO increases the ability of tne 
Wood tn carry ojtygen- 
Cyclists are tested for EPU 
use, 'and prevented from com- 
peting when their levels reach 
a certain mark. But the drug 
cannot be detected in unne 



samples and the Wood test is 
not entirety reliable. 

The 22 volunteers for the 
study have to stand out of com- 
petition for 14 weeks because it 
will take nine weeks for the 
drug to leave the body afterthe 
five-week programme. The 
EPO will be given in small 
doses under the management 
of physiologists and doctors, 
an d the volunteers were 
screened for adverse effects. 

Scientists hope to develop a 
blood test for EPO by toe end 

of April with approval in time 
„ curfaisv Olvmoics in 


□ I rtW* wwmmmm — . . 

for the Sydney Olympics m 
20W. 


ATHLETICS 

US INDOOR TRACK AMD Ran CHAM- 
PtONSMPS (Atlanta): Men: SOnu I T 
Harden 6.44sec 2 M Greene 6.49; 3 J 
Drummond 6.51.200m: 1 R Griffin 2032: 

2 K Ucrte 20.41 ; 3 T Washington 20.73: 
400m: 1 A Taylor 45.50; 2 M Campbell 
45.60: 3 D Minor 46.07. 800m: 1 K Robin- 
son Imin 48.60sec 2 R Kenah 1:48.65: 

3 B Woodward 1:48.72: NUlm 1 M 
Hoflhaus 4:04.00: 2 D Krummenacker 
4:04.42; 3 R Boulet 4:05.46. 3,000m: 
1 A Goucher 7:46.06; 2 S Holman 
7:50.38: 3 B Baker 7:55.77. 60m har- 
dlmsz l R Torian 7.38; 2 D Ros 7.44: 3 L 
Wade 7.59. tOgfc J ump: 1 H Patterson 
2.30m: 2 S Smith 5.30: 3 C Austin 2 .21 . 


Che Bus- 
os and 


because it will be hos 
ca Cup final between 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

KENYA SQUAD (for World Cop, Eag- 


GOLF 


RUGBY UNION 


Reivers). S Raid (Cape Leeds). S Holnms 
(London Scocdsh). neptramaoes: M 


land, 14 May to 20 Jane): Asif Kanm 
:). M Odin ' - 


(capr). M j Odumbe Jvice-captJ^D Chu- 


K Odeno. R Shah. S Tlkolo. H 
Modi. AVadec Mohammed Sheikh, S Gup- 
ta. T Odoyo. T Sun. M Sup. Joseph An- 
gara. J Kamande. Reser v e s: B Pacel, F 
Otieno. L Onyango. P Odhieng. 

TOUR MATCH (Polnte-A-Plerre, 


ic,o 
VrbIEBs 
8-28: 3 


at the Robert Trent Jones 


4.17: S S 


Trinidad; third day of Foot): West tn- 
M177| 


dies President's » 177 |D RE Joseph 64; 


S C G MacGN 6-4S) and 185 (S 

-J17-. ‘ “ 


E Eb (SA) 9.61 pcs; 2V Sirwh (Hji) 
N Price fZlm) 8.16: * M Ozakl 
(Japan) 6.77: 5 S EUdrwton (Aus) 5.95: 
6 SAppleby (Aus) 432: 7 G Norman (Aus! 

ma (Japan) 3.44; 3 C 
IOC Parry (Aus) 3.03: 
(Are) 2.81: 12 N Ozakl 
tFMinoza (P 


SCOTLAND UNDER-21 TEAM (> Italy 
Uoder-21, Old Andes- ’ “ 
FHday):PR u tberfoedl 


jWfest of Scotland), l 


■land, Otaszow, 
(Peebles): RNmr 
Idorof (West of 


(Bourgam-JaUeu). 

i. W Anderson. G 


D Officer 


H^y.R 


Caledonians). 1 Slndalr. C 
" (all Edinburgh Reivers). 


. A Didcson (SeBdric). M Dl RDf- 
1o (Wacsonians): C Paterson (Gala). R 


Franco (Par) 3-29: 10 C Parry (Aus) 3.03: 
Romer " ' 


1 1 E Romero 

an) 2.73: 13 F Mmon JPW) 2.79: 14 



SNOOKER 

THAILAND MASTBtS 


(Aus) 2.48: 15 G Turner (NZ) 


PDte vaufc 1 J Hartwig 5.92m; 2 N 
rsonsJ 


53; S C G MacGiH 7-29). PusrraliaT68 (M 
E Waugh 1 06: R D King 5-75). f 
■abs by aa fnntaizs and six r 


2.41. intend States: 1 Jert Mageerc 
KJ0T3 T 


Hysons 5.85: 3 L Johnson 5.80. Shot puc 
1 A Btoom 20.82m; 2 C J Hunter 20.61: 
3 J Godina 20.59. Heptathlon: 1 T 
Rodgers 6.044 pK 2 R Barker 5955: 3 D 
Pqoe 5945. Women: 60m: 1 G Dews 
7.04: 2 I Miner 7.15: 3 C Tiplin 7.17. 
200m: 1 Z Feacln-Alewncfer 23^9; 2 L 
Colander 23.59: 3 J Ban 23.94. 400m: 

1 J Miles-Oark S 1 .97; 2 S Porter 52.45: 
3 M Collins 52.48. 800m: 1 M Valmon 
2:00.05: 2 M Aw 2^)1 .82: 3 J Clark 
2:02-24. 1500m: 1 S Hamilton 4:13.96: 

2 D MarshaB 4:17.51: 3 A Harvmr 4:17.93. 
3,000m: 1 R Jacobs 9:08.52: 2 C Kenah 
9:1.82: 3 B PhilHps 9:13.68. 60m ter- 
dies: 1 M Morrison 7.85; 2 CDtetay 8^)1; 

3 A King 8.03. HEh lump: IT MWer 15& 

2 A Acuff 1 .9373 KJenkins 1 -90- 


BUSTA CUP Send- final (Bridgetown, 
fane): Jamaica 


Barbados: final day oH 

206 (RPowefl 114 no: C COllymore 4-60) 


and 258 (C Gayle 53. N Perry 52: H Brean 
5-72): Barbados 269 (5 Campbell 66. R 


Holder S2: N Perry 5-64) and 167-4 (S 
Campbell 61. F Reffe 


_ , afer 56no). : 

ndn by sfac nriefcets and play THnldad 
and ‘Babago In CIm final. 


FOOTBALL 


Thomas Ravefli. the goalkeeper who 
earned a world record 1 43 caps For 


1.296,060: 2 D Duval 1.248.300: 
Woods 1.150.787; 4 J Sfuman 710.670: 
S J Huston 707,675: 6 S Rate 702.103: 
7 R Mediate 601,520: 8 J Leonard 
619.820: 9 P Stewart 61 1300: 10 D Lowe 
111 536.367: 11 A Magee 533347: 12 F 
UckS ter 435.264; 13 B Glasson 384.480: 
1 4 C Perry 336.1 38: 1 S P Funk 334 .550. 
(US ptayer prints arc bated On offkxri mon- 
ey comings from Ute start of tttc 1 999 
season. Tne hKemadcral team tvfl! be de- 
termined by Workt rankings and vrtfl not 
todude any player etiglbfe far Cite Euro- 
pean Ryder Cup mam. The leading J OcyxH- 
i fy an d each captain choose (two vrftd 
cards). 


Is). S mylar 
(Heriofs FP). F Gladstone (Rugby Lions, 
capt|, A Marten (Boroughmuir). Ra- 
pbcemantK G Row [Heriofs FP). M Lae 
(Berwick), A HaD IMosriey). B Rttetna. 
C Smith (both Melrose). R Batmer. C D! 
Clanra (both West of Scotland). 
SCOTLAND A TEAM (v Italy A, 
N et be r d a la, Friday): S Lang (Edinourgh 
Rrivera); C Moh (fiorthatnfHon). J I 


round; S Lee (Eng) br B Snaddon (ScoJ 
Sonera) btT Drago r‘ ' 


5-3: E Henderson I 
ca) 5-4: J Swall (Mri) br A Hamilton (Eng) 
5-3: M King (Eng) be J Burned (Sco) 5-Y. 


SQUASH 


don 


Reivers). R EiGtaann (Lon- 
. C Joiner (Leicester); A 


, G Borin (Edinburgh 
de Falcons j. 


Reivers): G drabam (Newcastle Falcons], 
GScott(GlasgOMrCatedonlan5).MI4road- 
fboc (Edinbwgh Rrivers). 1 Fldlmtoa (Ed- 


inburgh ftetuersj. S CampIrH (Glasgow 
ledonlans). C Macttar (Edinburgh 


Cal 


Scotland’s Peter Nfcol has held on 
to the world No 1 spot for the 14th 
month according to rankings re- 
leased yesterday by the Professional 
Squash Association. Nicol. 25. held 
off Canada’s world champion Jo- 
nathon Power, who secured a third 
successive PSA Tour title in Febru- 
ary when he won the Flanders 
Open in Belgium. 


Di Canio 
absence 
accepted 
by FA 


THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 
has accepted Paolo Di Caoio’s 
excuse for missing a meeting 
vnth its compliance officer Gra- 
ham Bean. The West Ham 
striker was due to meet with 
Bean, the FA’s “sleaze buster”, 
yesterday to discuss his re- 
cent outburst against Paul Al- 
cock, the referee, but has 
instead returned home to Italy 
to visit a sick relative. 

Di Canio accused Alcock of 
feigning stress since being 
pushed to the ground by the 
Italian in a match in September. 
However the FA has accepted 
Di Canio’s reason for missing 
the meeting and its spokesman, 
Steve Double, said: "The meet- 
ing has been rescheduled for 
one day next week We under- 
stand that he will be back in this 
country at the aid of the week.” 

Dion Dublin, the Aston Villa 
forward, will miss the Pre- 
miership match with Totten- 
ham at White Hart Lane ou 13 
March through suspension. 
Dublin will have to serve a 
one-match ban after collecting 
his fifth yellow card of the sea- 
son in Saturday’s home defeat 
against Coventry City. 

Ofivier Dacourt, the Everton 
midfielder; has been suspended 
for two games as of yesterday 
and fined £1,000 for reaching ll 
bookings this season. Dacourt 
will miss the FA Cup quarter- 
final tieatNewcastle on Sunday 
and the Premiership visit to 
Blackburn a week today. Silvio 
Marie, the Newcastle midfield- 
er; could make his debut in that 
FA Cup quarter-final on Sunday 
despite the fact that the 23-year- 
old Croatian has not played in 
more than six weeks. Marie 
completed his £3 .5m move to Ty- 
neside last week, but the mid- 
season break in Croatia means 
he is short of match fitness. 

Emile Heskey, Leicester 
City’s striker, is to see a spe- 
cialist to determine the extent 
of his long-term back problem. 
The England Under-2i forward 
has been dogged by the prob- 
lem for several months and 
again had to be substituted in 
Monday night’s home Pre- 
miership meeting with Leeds. 

The Fife president, Sepp 
Blatter; has said harmonising 
the international calendar 
could not be achieved before 
2005, making 2009 the first year 
in which his planned biennial 
World Cup could be staged. 
want to have a master calendan 
but it is possible only after 
2001 Contracts have already 
been signed for competitions,” 
Blatter said in Zurich yester- 
day. “We could start in 2005.” 

Blatter accepted it would 
also not be possible to stage a 
World Cup in 2008 because the 
Olympic Games and the Con- 
federations Cup would be held 
that yeaz; leaving 2009 as the 
first viable year. 


TENNIS 


COPENHAGEN MEN’S OPEN Single*, 
lint ro un d: F Santoro (Fr) bt T Larsen 
(Don) 6-3 6-0: R Schutder (Ger) be L Tide- 


man (It) 4-6 6-4 6-2: D Nestor (Can) bt A 
: F Fetrenein (Den) 


Voinea (Rom) 6-3 6-2 
bt 0 Prinosfi (Ger) 6-1 6-4. 

MTCA TOUR RANKINGS (Last week’s 


<2) 


es (US) 3.823 (4): 

Novotna [Cz Rep) 3.677 (3); 5 V Williams 


3.177 (y ; G A Sancnez Vtearlo (Sp) 
’ (6): 7 5 GrafJGer) 2.810 (7): 8M 


3.067 (ffl; 7 5 Graf (Ger) 2) . . 

Pierce (F r) 2.248 (8); 9 A Cottar (SA) 

"in tjuittar f 


2.105 (10): 101 


IFr) 2.070 19): 


11 AKoumikova (Rus) 1.941 (131: 12 P 
_ . . - >Vin Ro‘ 


(Swlt) 1.922 (T2);13D\ 
ost (Bel) 1.874 n i); 14 Sit-stud (Fr) 1865 
(14); iSAMauresmo(Fr) 1.861 f 18): 16 
I Spirted (Rom) 1 .844; 1 1 C Martinez (Sp) 
1.749: 18 N Zvereva (Bela) 1.693; 19 B 
Schett (Aut) 1,487; 20 J Kalard-Decugls 
(Ft) 1 .437; 21 5 Williams (US) 1 .348:22 
5 Farina (It) 1,287: 23 E Lfchovtseva (Rus) 
4 24 M Sema (Sp) 1.222: 25 A 


1.285; 24 M Sema (Sp) 1.222 
Sugfyama (J. 

Snath (GB) 460. 


Sweden, said yesterday he had de- 
e after 22 years in tite 


ICE HOCKEY 


BASKETBALL 
NBA: New Jersey 99 Boston 97; PNlattel- 
phia 104 Wbshmgton 91: Charlotte 91 
Toronto 88; New Wk 85 Cleveland 78; 
Orlando 70 Atlanta 67: LA Lakers 97 
Phoenix 91: Seattle 105 Sacramento 
102 . 

MBPS EUROLEAGUE Bgfatfa ifauJtl, 
Brat leg: Efes Pflsen beanou) 73 CSKA 
MOSCOW 58. 


BOWLS 

WOMEN’S ALL ENGLAND INDOOR 
CHAMPIONSHIPS (Enter): Avon Go*- 
i pe da Qmpiod of Q iampw nt mw - 
Bnals: H Wan (Church Gresley) be P Bdn 
{Eastbourne) 2 1 -1 6: T Burgess (WeUng- 
borough) bt T DameWangron (Loddon 
Vale) 21 -1 5. Mrs fb*t nod: B Vincent 
and A Bimdark Hetenbrltlge] bt C Smith 
and S FartUng (WWie OakTl 5-1 3: C Webb 
and J Rylance (North wtolsham) bt J 
Burgess and T Burgess {Weflteborough] 
33-15; L Tunn and B Brown (Colchester) 
bt D Green and B few (Ow of Birming- 
ham) 28-1 2; J Wfisen and P Strong (Lin- 
coln! be R Baitoer and B Line (Paddington) 
21-19; N Cra Is and A Lennte (Eldon) bt 
L Smith and H Griffiths (Kbw George Frid) 
17-11: G Wlnstone and 1 MoiynaixJQx- 
tard C 6 CJ be A Bwgess and C doke 
(Nortnawn) 26-1 1 ; M Pbyle and J Annets 
iLonHheadow) bt L Rose and M Ritson 
Copland) 1S-14: C Ashby and P Bafn 
(Eastbourne) bt B Noyce aid M Piner 
(Banister Park) 24-15. 


rided to retire after 2; _ 
professional game. Rawdli, 39, has 
been corrsidenng his future since he 

left Che Major League Soccer dub 
Tampa Bay Mutiny last November af- 
ter a year with the dub. 

The much delayed Scottish Cup tie 
between Clydebank and Dundee 
United will go ahead after all at Stir- 
ling. Following further negotiations 
the tie win be played at Stirling Al- 
bion's Forth bank Stadium tonight. 
Steve Bull is set co make a come- 
back for Wolves in tonight's reserve 
match against Bolton at Molineux. 
Bull has not played since the match 
at Crewe on 3 October, having un- 
dergone two operations on his left 
knee. 

Oxford United have extended the 
loan or the Everton goalkeeper 
Paul Gerrard to a third month, and 
also signed Sweden's former second 
goalkeeper feul Luncfin on a free 
transfer from the Swedish dub Os- 
iers. 


NHL: San Jose 2 Calgary 1; Edmonton 4 
Colorado 3. 


George Burley of Ipswich Town, has 
been named Nationwide First Divi- 


sion manager of the month for Feb- 
ruary; while Tony PuOs of Gtllmgham 
receives the Second Division award. 
Leyton Orient's Tommy Taylor earns 
the Third Division award. 


France will play a charity match 
sfir 


CRICKET 

Andy HayhursL Derbyshire’s dlrec- 


againsta WorldXJ for the first time 
to honour the former European foot- 


tor of coaching and development, 
luo by mutual consent. 


tsaHer of the year Jean-Plerre Papin. 

>n. The 


has left the di 
Australia's tour match against West 
Indies A scheduled for Barbados 
from 20 to 23 March has been 
moved to Antigua. The Kensington 
Oval In Georgetown is unavailable 


who retired earner this season, 
match will be played on 30 May at 
Marseilles' Stade Velodrome. Play- 
ers such as Paolo Maldin), Roberto 
Baggio. David Beckham, Lothar 
Matthaus. Aron Winter and George 
Weah have been approached to 
play for the World XL 


FOOTBALL 
R ES U LTS 


QUARTER-FINAL 


Lyon (0) 

33.000 


Bologna (1) 

Signori 5. 49 
Blnottfi 54 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Postponed: Crewev Bristol City: Port^ Vale 
v Grimsby: Bury * Wolves. 

SECOND tXVtSION 
Postponed: Macclesfield v Stoke: Bristol 
Rovers v Wycombe. 

THIRD DIVISION 
Po s tpo n ed; DarBngun v Eaetec 
AUTO WMDSOraS SHIELD 
NORTHERN SECTION 
SEMI-FINAL 

PHStpnnwt Rochdale v vwgan. 

LEAGUE OF MAUBS Gflbart G*> SeNi- 
HnaT-.Pogpuin.tfi Barry Town v Inter Ca- 
bte-Tel Cardiff. 

SJWRNOmRtSH LEAGUE PmferDI- 
sMok W ost po — It Newry v Glentoran. 
MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS; FA Car- 
ling P re mier ship: Leicester 1 (Cottee 
76} Leeds 2 (Kewetl 24. Smith 60). 
Araott Insaranee Northern Lnsn 
Pint Dhdsfam Bedllngton Vrrlere 5 Eas- 
Irtgron 1. Postponed: Newcastle Blue 


Scar v Morpeth town. A mm fanmnnee 
ibtnadoe 


Combination tint Dhrlskm: Pose- 
ponod: Reading v Arsenal. Pern ties 
Leagno Pramlor PMshta: P n s ipon a rt : 
Preston v Noam Forest: Stoke v Sun- 
derland. S ec o nd DMsIoa: Postponed : 
Newcastle v Sheff Utd. TMrtf Division: 
Postponed: Carlisle v Scunthorpe. 
Leogoe Cup Ooarter-ffanl: Danmere 4 
Huddersfield 1 . The Times FAKbmfe dp 
Fonrth mind: Watall 1 West Ham 4. 
retb-roaad replay: Everam 3 Sheff Wed 
1. PortogaOM Lone; Vitoria 
Guimaraes 2 Vitoria Seeubal 0. 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCover Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed independent snow and 

weather reports From 180 resorts 


RrsL obtain Che access code ror 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 00 M3 
(the fax lists codes for 1 80 re- 
sorts) 


To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70051 -I- code 


For a fax copy of die latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + coda 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed four-page summary or 
conditions in laO resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 


Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 


Beeart Ar&. 

open 

ANDORRA 

Conmonc 

Sicpes (aiil 
Lwr I'pr 

Last 

snow 

T-J»p 

FMX-ast 

Pas ctela Casa 100% 

AUSTRIA ■ 

Great 

95 

115 

22.2 

-6C 

Clearing 

BKK 80% 

Good higher runs 

10 

50 

10 2 

-5C 

Settled 

HatipiUber^I P0% 

BULGARIA 

Best in years 

£D 

290 

24.2 

-rc 

Variable 

Pamporovo 100% 
CANADA 

Good 

75 

180 

23.2 

■5C 

Sunny 

Tzeofelant — 5 5 \ 

PRANCE 

Loose granular 

65 

140 

21.2 

-13C 

Cla itis- 

Canonix —90% 

Good upper runs 

130 

320 

24.2 

1C 

Variable 

Megive SP* 

ITALY 

Croat 

125 

295 

.2 

-JC Changeable 

OnpiteUc ..100% 

Good 

30 

50 

23J 

-4C 

Overcast I 

ttrimna Di SO* 

SCOTLAND 

Good 

ao 

90 

23.2 

-2C Chmjaablo 

Glenahee _ 1 0 0 * 

SHITS ER LAND 

Deep fresh 3now 

35 

55 

25.2 

-K 

VMnny 

Nevis Reage ..90% 
CNITED STATES 

Fresh fails 

45 

60 

1.3 

-2C 

Showers 

Seme 100% 

Packecf groomed 

65 155 20.2 -16C Cloudy 

Information supplied by Ski HatUne 


Calls to 0901 cost 60p per min, 0906 con £1 per ndn. 0870 calls are standard national rate. 


On or off piste, with WoridCover you’re covered, 


0800 365 121 


WORIDCOVER: 


ONE CALL AND YOU’RE COVERED 

w v w r . woii doow r jo m Tha report ad 
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BAULCH, THE NEW GOLDEN BOY P21 •HILL’S UNFINISHED BUSINESS P2Q 


European Cup: United manager stresses the importance of not conceding an away goal against Internazionalfr 

Ferguson’s case for the defence] 




THE TIMING of Diego Sime- 
one’s admission yesterday that 
he had feigned injuiy to get 
David Beckham sent off during 
last summer’s World Cup finals 
was not, it can be safely as- 
sumed. coincidental. 

Simeone’s Internazionale 
team face Beckham's Man- 
chester United at Old Trafford 
tonight in the first leg of their 
European Cup quarter-final 
and the Italian side have iden- 
tified the England midfield 
player as a key to the outcome. 
Even the least cynical of ob- 
servers would question the mo- 
tives for Simeone’s admission, 
which was published in the 
Italian press yesterday. 

Tonight's match sees the 
two players meet again on the 
field for the first time since Eng- 
land's World Cup second round 
match last summer against Ar- 
gentina in St Etienne, when 
Beckham flicked out a foot at 
Simeone, who collapsed to the 
ground. Beckham was dis- 
missed. England went on to 
lose the game on penalties and 
the United player has since 
been pilloried by opposing sup- 
porters. 

That is an enormous amount 
of derision and Beckham, who 
has been reluctant to discuss 
his dismissal, would not be 
human if St Etienne had not 
crossed bis mind even before 
Simeone's comments. Now it 
looks certain to be at the fore- 
front 

Alex Ferguson, who has his 
own opinion as to why Simeone 
should suddenly confess now, 
was anxious yesterday to play 
down the matter: “Well do our 
talking on the pitch," the Unit- 


BY GUY HODGSON 

ed manager said. “We'll just 
play the game and not get in- 
volved in this. The referee is 
there tosortoutSmeone an the 
field" 

Nevertheless Ferguson 
could have done without this 
distraction before his team's 
most important game of the 
season to date. He has refused 
to get involved in the “will he, 
wont he?" debate that has sur- 
rounded whether Ronaldo will 
play tonight and bad hoped 


eludes Roberto Baggio and 
Youri Djorkaeff they have not 
scored In their last three 
matches. Against that they con- 
ceded only five goals in Group 
C of the Champions’ League 
qualifying phase and finished 
above the reigning champions. 
Real Madrid 

Ferguson was focusing on 
that yesterday comparing the 
Italians to the ruthlessly effi- 
cient defences of the Sixties and 
Seventies. “Inter are a throw- 
back to the catenaccio sys- 
tem," he said. “They don’t give 


RED DEVILS AGAINST THE ITALIANS 


Record! or mutchas Mmm 
NUndMMor IM sod InMnuakxuIe- 
31 July. 1996 

Inter 3 (Carbone. Branca 2) Man Utd 0 

13 August. 1996 

Man Utd 0 Inter 1 (Zamorjno) 

27 July, 1997 

inter 1 [G Neville og) Man Utd 1 (Butcl 

30 Jul» 1997 

Man Utd 1 I Cl egg) inter I (Gatu) 

(‘alt friendlies) 

Record igilut other Italian dab* 
1997-98 - Champion' League 

Juuencus in), won 3-2 (Shennglum. Se- 
nates. Giggs). 

/uvenrus (a), last 1-0. 


1996-97 - Champions’ League 

Juventus (a), lost 1-0 

Juventus (fij. tost O-l 

1983-84 - OpMuners* Cop semMlnai 

Juuencus (h). 1st leg - drew 1-1 (Davies) . 

Juventus (a). 2nd leg - tost 1-2 (Wlrtte- 

sute). Lost 2-3 on aggregate. 

1976-77 - Uefa Cop Second round 
Juventus (h), 1st teg - won 1 -0 (Hill). 
Juventus (a). 2nd leg - tost 3-0. Lost 1-3 
on aggregate. 

1968-69 - Eu ropean Cop semi-final 
Milan (a). 1st leg - lost 0-2 
Milan (til. 2nd leg - won 1-0 (Chart con). 
Lost 1-2 on Aggregate. 

1957-58 - European Cup seari-flml 
Moan (hi. 1st leg -won 2-1 (Vrallet. E Tay- 
lor (pen). 

Milan (a). 2nd leg - lost 0-4. Lost 2-5 on 
agpegate. 


nothing else would divert at- 
tention from the task ahead 

That, he stressed yesterday, 
was not to concede an away goal 
- doing so proved terminal 
against Monaco at the same 
stage of the European Cup last 
season- and not to be taken in 
by reports emanating from Italy 
of Inter's weaknesses, with or 
without Ronaldo. 

Inter are currently sixth in 
their domestic league, 13 points 
behind the leaders, Lazio. De- 
spite a forward line that In- 


anything away and they man- 
mark tightly. 

“The Milan team of the late 
Eighties with Rpaaid Van Bas- 
ten, Baresi and Maldini brought 
a freshness to Italian football 
and Juventus carried it on with 
with fantastic aggressive play. 
Inter are differenL They try to 
catch you at a weak moment." 

As for their domestic form, 
he believes it to be irrelevant 
“We can disregard that," Fer- 
guson said. “It’s a quarter-final 
tie and you’d expect them to be 


Tonight’s probable teams 

KICK-OFF 7.45 (ITY) 



BONIN 


ZAmrm 


GIGGS 


JQHN5EN SCHOLES 


SCHMEICHEL 


COLE 


BAGGIO 


ZAMOfWNO 


GOLONNESE 


PMfiUUCA 


BERQOM 


SIAM 


G NEVILLE 


KEANE 


YORKE 


DJORKAEFF 


CAUET GALAHTE 


BECKHAM 


1 HGLLMUT KRUG (fiSMMMV) 


THE WEDNESDAY CROSSWORD 


by Aquila 



Tuesday's Solution 


l!i H III H 11 QJ 

urn HQ H nEQ mo ram an 

a a ej a □ q 

H0BHI1 HlEfeiHQBBSl 
m Cl Q D B 
□liiBHonanEinanEici 

H H II U (4 
HDMDIIB [DlilDElEIQ 
q a n h ta 
□□BmaDQnWQQQOB 

D Q DO B 

namnnnmH nnnnu 
h u a ts w m a 
seeieqh ejiieisddee 

O Q H a n u 


ACROSS 

. Hunting dog less well- 
bred. would you say? (73 

i A cough's troubling 
men up in Argentina <7> 

1 Single Dartender, 
he? t8A5i 

.0 About to have music 
around plant <51 

.1 Star oarsman has such 
trouble in the heat (91 

2 Happy times, once, on 
the greens <5.4) 

4 Salty and clever, but not 
active <5> 

' 5 Frenchmen in first part 
of Coward play tending 
to overact (5) 

6 Hidden oil-places in 
steam organs <9) 

8 Foreign currency 

stirs trouble for 
moderates (9) 


21 Fast run to junction <5) 

22 Cause-leaders of 
common carriers? (8,7) 

23 TYavel document 
for route William 
followed (7) 

24 Rector lacks alternative 
in cathedral in perpen- 
dicular style (7) 

DOWN 

l Ancient measures 
engulfing school of 


painters (7) 
Hje-pl 


-plan community in 
a way that Is not 
flattering (15) 

Light lecture's over 
when school prizes are 
given out? (6-3) 

Castles in the air (5) 
Reasons the French pull 
up weed with yellow 


flowers? (9) 

6 Not satisfied with some 
gun-metals (5) 

7 Tense, like the tennis- 
balls received by 
Henry V? (8.7) 

8 Concealment of quar- 
ters before battle (7) 

13 Of the line redesigned 
as Central? (9) 

14 One holds 
of counsel ! 
lawsuit (9) 

15 “Steel Cutter", old 
horse observed in the 
frame <7) 

17 Content to meet (7) 

19 More than one spoke in 
the Inner Wheel (5) 

20 Flir bought originally in 
stock-clearance (5) 


<; rbMnh.il H lmfc|4snJsiH (OKI LimiuJ. I CmaiLi Stpuiv. Cui.iv> Wbari. Lijalnn Ela SDL arj pruned at Minor 
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motivated for that IFs thear only 
chance of an honour. Some 
dubs can plan to go for one tro- 
phy and forget evoything else." 

Dwight Yorke and Andy 
Cole’s contest with the parsi- 
monious Inter back three will 
probably dedde tonight's first 
leg, although a more down to 
earth factor might be just as in- 
fluentiaL The pitch, which has 
been relaid once and was 
patched up last month, resem- 
bled Old Trafford cricket 
ground yesterday with covers 
to protect the more vulnerable 
areas from the constant teem- 
ing rain. It was a futile effort 

With more rain forecast for 
Manchester today it is likely to 

be more a mud heap than a 
bowling green and certainly 
will not be a surface on which 
anyone would gamble suspect 
fitness. Ronaldo, for example. 

Inter did not bring the 
Brazilian on the plane with 
them yesterday but Ferguson 
was not buying that as final con- 
firmation of his non-availaUity. 
He recalled that Jfligen Kfihler 
did not travel with Borusaa 
Dortmund two seasons ago 
and still played at Old Trafford, 
courtesy of a private jet 

Tm not convinced," Fergu- 
son said. “When Italians teD me 
it’s pasta I check under the 
saiKS to see if it is. They are mas- 
ters of the smokescreen- They 
come out with ihe English are 
so strong we’re terrible in the 
ait; we can’t do tins we cant do 
that'. Then they beat you 3-0. 

“m wait to see their team. I 
ask this question: Why did 
Ronaldo play in a practice 
match last Friday?” 

Cagy, suspicious, but the 
United manager is purring that 
his side are as well prepared as 
they could be. The acquisition of 
Yorke and Jaap Stain has 
strengthened a team which was 
good enough to reach Europe's 
last eight last season and he is 
reinforced by the fitness oflfyan 
Giggs and Roy Keane ,who were 
both missing against Monaco. 

“We have everyone fit and in 
the last two or three years we 
have not had that privilege,” he 
said “The team is playing well 
enough, the spirit's good so 
the recipe is there all right I 
don’t think we could be more 
pleased" 

A 3-0 win tonight would chal- 
lenge that assertion. 

Lessons of history page 24 



Alex Ferguson, the Manchester United manager contemplating his task yesterday 


Le Saux and Fowler Atletico poised 


charged by the FA 


GRAEME LE saux and Robbie 
Fbwler have been charged with 
misconduct by the Football 
Association following the Eng- 
land team-mates’ running feud 
during Chelsea's 2-1 Premier- 
ship victory over Liverpool at 
Stamford Bridge on Saturday. 

Le Saux, the Chelsea full- 
back. appeared to elbow Fbwler 
after being taunted by the 
Liverpool striker. The FA made 
its dedaon after studying video 
evidence. The pair have 14 
days to lodge an appeal. 

The referee, Paul Durkin, 
and fourth official, Dennot Gal- 
lagher missed the off-th e-ball 
incident, which left Fowler flat 
on the turf. However television 
pictures, captured by BBC’s 
Match Of The Day cameras, 
appeared to show Le Same’s 
elbow make contact with the 
bads of Fowler's head. Bad 
feeling between the players 
had been buikfing up before the 
incident, with Fbwler goading 
Le Saux. 

After seeing the video evi- 
dence himself Durkin, who had 
booked both players earlier 
and warned them to stop the 
goading, said that had he seen 
the incident he would have 
sent Le Saux off. 

Now the pah; who looked cer- 
tain to be called up by the new 
England coach, Kevin Keegan 
for the vital Euro 2000 qualifi- 
er against Poland on 27 March, 
are likely to be hit with sus- 
pensions and fines by the FA. 

The Chelsea piayer-manag- 
ec Gianhica Via Hi, yesterday 
called for an amicable solution, 
a sk i ng Le Saux and Fbwler to 
5 hake hands on the incident. 


BY MARK PIERSON 

“They were both wrong to do 
what they did and now I think 
it would be fine to see the pair 
of them get together, admit 
that they both made a mistake, 
and then say, ‘let's forget it’.” 
Via Hi said. 

ViaDi said he will be taking no 
action over the incident against 
Le Saux, but he has spoken to 
him. “When you are in a team 
that becomes very good you 
have to handle the stick. 1 know 
from experience that it has 
been far worse in Italy than it 
is here. Graeme knows some- 
thing has gone wrong and he is 
the first one to admit he has 
made a mistake, and now he 
should know what to do if it hap- 
pens in the future. 

“1 cannot say too much to 
him because I was sent off my- 
self against Blackburn a few 
weeks ago. But with a player 
like Graeme I don’t have to say 
too much.” 



Le Saux: Video evidence 


Vialii believes Chelsea can 
mount a strong defence of Le 
Saux to save him a posable 
four-match ban. 

“I’m thinking about the 
match recently when Arsenal 
played Preston and one of Pre- 
ston's players was hit before Ar- 
senal scored a goal. Everybody 
saw it on video, but it was not 
in the referee’s report and no 
action was taken.” Viahi added. 

The man who escaped an FA 
charge on that occasion was 
Arsenal’s Spanish reserve 
striker Fabian Caballero, but 
the FA has used video evidence 
several times to bring players 
to book. 

Le Saux has been involved in 
at least two other incidents 
this season, a bust-up with Ar- 
senal’s Lee Dixon in August 
and another at Blackburn - his 
former dub - a few weeks later 
when both Le Saux and French 
midfielder Sebastien Perez 
were dismissed. 

The Referees' Association 
has backed the FAs decision to 
use video evidence. Its presi- 
dent, Peter Willis, has wel- 
comed the growing trend for 
trial-by-television. 

“If the FA and dubs are pre- 
pared to accept the use video 
evidence to exonerate players, 
then I cannot see the problem 
in using the same video evi- 
dence to show where players 
have misbehaved when they 
haven’t been seen," Willis said. 

“It is simple justice. It is not 
a question of how you get 
caught If people break the 
rules in a serious nature, then 
it is right and proper that the 
governing bodies look at it” 


to make £17m 

bid for Anelka 


a 


ATLETICO MADRID are poised 
to make a £17m offer for Arse- 
nal's French striker Nicolas 
Anelka, according to Spanish 
media reports. Atletico have 
money to spend as they have 
effectively not replaced Chris- 
tian Vieri since the Italian 
moved to Lazio last s umm er 

The Spanish transfer season 
does not begin until the sum- 
mer; with no players able to be 
bought (hiring the current cam- 
paign. 

Peter Schmeichel hopes his 
performance against In- 
ternazionale tonight will at- 
tract attention from a SerieA 
side interested in si gning a 
goalkeeper for next season. 

The Dane’s scheme, re- 
vealed to the Italian press, 
raises doubts about his ori ginal 
cement that he was leaving 
Old Trafford because of the 
“pressure of games”. 

Schmeichel will be ex- 
tremely attractive to teams in 
Italy, as he is a free agent and 
might settle for a one-year con- 
tract Roma have already 
shown interest in him. 

Manchester United may yet 
persuade him to stay but their 
spies are this week to watch 
watching the two le ading can- 
didates to replace him Mallor- 
ca’s Caries Roa and Parma's 
Pierluigi Buffon. The Argentin- 
ian Roa plays in the European 
Cup-winners’ Cup against Croa- 
tian’s Vartefes, tomorrow while 
Buffon was watched by a dele- 
gation at Bordeaux last night 

Middlesbrough win meet the 
Italian striker Marco Branca 


By Alan Nixon 


todqy to discuss his determi- 
nation to return to Premiersbg) 
action. The 34-year-old former 
Inter player has been fighting 
a gain st a career-threatening 
knee injuiy since April last 
yean and he has played barefy 
20 minutes of football over the 
past II months. 

Boro terminated his con- 
tract on medical advice in De- 
cember after Branca was 
unable to provide any evidence 
that his knee would be able to 
standup to a return to the top 

level of the professional game. 
Now the striker; armed with the 
diagnosis of Professional Fbot- 
balters’ Assoiafkm orthopaedic 
surgeon, David Dandy daims to 
have won his battle for fitness. 

Boro yesterday said they 
would hold a meeting with 
Branca today but the dub's 
spokesman, Dave Allan, hint- 
ed that Branca’s return to ac- 
tion is not a foregone 
conclusion. 

“We have received a draft of 
Mr Dandy’s report which isn’t 
inconsistent with the earlier di- 
agnosis from Andrew Weebo;" 

he said. M In view of the reports 

of the two consultants and 
Marco’s insistence that he 
wants to continue playing) 
we’re going to sit down withHta 

on Wednesday and try to work 


4 


concerned.” 

Miguel Dominguez, a 19- 
year-old Paraguayan striker; 
has joined Mlddlesbrou^t® 
loan, 
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Cut the red tape and let small firms breathe 


IF YOU are running a small business, 
or thinking of starting one. which of 
the following three things would 
you want of the Chancellor in nest 
week's Budget? One: some new tax 
incentive for small businesses? TVro: 
a package to boost enterprise and 
productivity? Or three: simply fewer 
government regulations? 

Yes, it would be nice to have all 
three, but my guess would be that if 
business people bad to choose only 
one. most would plump for the third. 
They don't want government to do 
more. They want it to do less. 

There is the dOemma for Gordon 
Brown, and one of the most inter- 
esting things to look at next l\iesday 
will be how he tries to resolve it Fbr 
everything he has said about the 
forthcoming Budget his instincts to 
by to End ways of encouraging en- 
terprise will be translated into tax in- 
centives and a more general 
business-boosting package. But if you 
look in practice at what has happened 
in the past few weeks, small busi- 
nesses have been damaged by gov- 
ernment action. 

The introduction of self assess- 
ment has put a sharp cash squeeze 


on large numbers of sole traders, an 
effect made worse because the In- 
land Revenue miscalculated many 
of the tax demands. In addition, 
even small businesses have had ad- 
ditional a dmin burdens loaded on to 
them by European Union directives 
on work hours, while the minimum 
wage and the working families tax 
credit have put still greater loads on 
the managgmgnt. tea m. In sho rt, 

what the government says is pre- 
cisely the opposite to what ft does. 

There is a particular problem 
here for small businesses. Large 
ones hire people to cope with the ad- 
ditional administrative work. This 
costs money, but large companies 
can always shed some workers or 
dose a factory to offset the cost A 
small business usually cannot afford 
to do so and a sole trader cannot do 
anything at all, except try to reallo- 
cate their time away from the job and 
towards doing the admin instead 

The Government's defence would 
be that these costs are still lower than 
those of other EU countries. That is 
a fair point but then the rate of busi- 
ness start-ups is tower there than it 
is here. If you exclude farmers the 


proportion ofseffemplqyed is lower 
too. The key comparison is not with 
Europe but with the US, where there 
is a higher business start-up rate. 

Is the admin burden on US busi- 
ness, particularly small business, 
lower than it is on UK ones? Wril 
no. It is almost certainly higher In 
the Global Competitiveness Surrey 
the UK did well in terms of the time 
that business people had to spend 
with bureaucrats: only the Scandi- 
navian countries ranked better The 
US was in the middle and among the 
big European countries, France 
and particularly Itafy ranked badly 

But Italy has vibrant small busi- 
nesses, and in much of Scandi- 
navia they are worried about the lack 
of emerging businesses. So anyone 
trying to argue that excessive bu- 
reaucracy is the main thing holding 
back business start-ups in Britain 
has a tough case to argue. It is very 
difficult to get any hard evidence, but 
my guess would be that the UKbu- 
reauoatk burden, while worse than 
it was five years ago, is still ac- 

ppp tahlp hy intermiTinnal standards . 

So what is to be done? We should 
not sneer at the measures Gordon 



HAMISH 

McRae 


Expect better 
Investment allowances 
For small Arms, 
Further tax Incentives 
For venture capital 
investment - including 
something For high- 
technology companies 
- and changes in 
capital gains tax 


Brown will announce on Tuesday 
Expect better investment al- 
knrances for &nall firms, further tax 
incentives for venture capital in- 
vestment, including something far 
high-technology companies, and 

chang es in ra pital gains to m- 

courage asset holders who retain 
those assets for a number of years. 

These chang es should be help- 
ful but it would be naive to expect 
anything dramatic to occur The in- 
centives for Venture Capital Trusts 
and for the Enterprise Investment 
Scheme are pretty lag already In so 
far as there is a financing g ap for 
small start-ups, the problem is not 
lack of tax incentives but other bar- 
riers, which have more to do with 
culture and attitude than anything 

that ran ht» teHrip ri hy a fenr break 

Fbr a start the number of rich 

punplp wanting to risk thei r ca pital 

by backing a new venture is quite 

small Na^thA TWgrhaniOTi linking 
would-be investors with would-be 
entrepreneurs is haphazard. Once 
you gk above about £250^)00 the spe- 
cialist venture capital companies 
start to become interested, but 

most start-ups need a tot less money 


than that Betow £250,000 the costs 
ofesacamingaprcject, maki ng a de - 

risinn, and monitoring the invest- 
ment became too big relative to the 
rewards. So the onfe? posable source 
of funds is from private individuals 
who want, as mudi as anything; the 
fun of backing a new business. 

What is to be done? I have no 


infrastructure for assisting new 
businesses is in place. The various 
development bodes have spent the 
past two decades trying to encour- 
age inward investment and been 
successful. But itis expensive to de- 
velop the incentives and companies 
are liable to up and leave. Now sev- 
eral of them are looking at refocus- 


E is that tiie Government dicnildkwk 

at the regional differences in busi- 
ness start-up rates and by to iden- 
tify why some regions - London and 
the South-east in particular -have 
high business start-up rates, while 
others - such as parts of Scotland - 
have relatively low ones. Is it a 

problem of supply or demand - is it 
possible to identify whether in some 
regions there is a relative shortage 
of capital to back ventures, or 
whether in those regions there is a 
shortage of people coming up with 
the projects? If the problem is 
money it is relatively easy to fix. If 
it is a dearth of would-be entrepre- 
neurs itis hante - - but until you fenow 

the nature of the problem, you can- 
not begin to think how to fix it 

The good news to that much of the 


businesses. It is not easy and the im- 
pact on job creation, even when 
successful, is less dramatic. But 
within some of these organisations 
there is a growing view that this is 
the only secure way forward if you 
want to regenerate an area. Seeing 
foreign companies shut a nuxnber of 
high-profile plants in the past cou- 


on development agencies’ attitudes. 

Does Ibis mean more bureau- 
aracy? Well, yes, in the sense that if 
a publicly funded agency is involved, 
there has to be proper controls as to 
the way taxpayers' money is spent 
But development agencies can be 
enormously helpful in meeting small 

businesses 'needs. They can start by 

setting up helplines to assist than 
to obey aD those regula t ions. 


DATELINE: PEKING, CHINA 


Prepare to shut up shop at any time 


IF EVER a country embodied 
the entrepreneurial spirit, it is 
China at the end of the 20th 
century: 

Access to fast-changing 
technology and a "flexible” ap- 
proach to business arrange- 
ments and outdated regulatory 
frameworks contribute to a 
contagious optimism about 
money-making opportunities. 

Anything seems possible 
until the frontline soldiers in 
China's long march towards a 
dynasty of small private busi- 
nessmen confront the might of 
the Chinese state. 

Take the Chen brothers, in 
the Mawei district of Fbzhou 
city: in the south-eastern 
province of Fijian. Chen Zhui 
and Chen Van have found them- 
selves in a “David and Goliath 
fight with China Telecom, the 
state telephone giant whose 
employee roll-call runs to more 
than a million. 


It is outraged by a recent 
court ruling, which decreed 
that the Chen brothers had 
not broken the law in setting up 
an Internet international phone 
senice in the back room of their 
suburban store, undercutting 
the sky-high call rates charged 
by the state monopoly. 

The seeds of the trouble 
were planted in tote 1907. when 


By Teresa Poole 


(he Chen brothers launched 


their Internet service, offering 
five minutes of free interna- 
tional telephone time to entice 
customers into their electron- 
ics shop. Soon they were oper- 
ating as a small phone service, 
attracting up to 20 callers a dry. 

China Telecom used its clout 
to send in the police, who de- 
tained the two men on charges 
of “endangering national se- 
curity”, confiscated their com- 
puter equipment, and hung on 
to 50,000 yuan (£4,000) in cash 
after releasing the brothers. 

Unusually, for China, the 
Chens decided to fight back. 
Last May, they went to the 
local Mawei couil claiming that 
as there were no laws or regu- 
lations outlawing the private 
provision of telephone services 
ova the Internet, they could not 
have committed a crime. They 
accused the police ofwrongful 
behaviour; and demanded the 
return of their equipment and 
money. The court said they 
had no case. 

They appealed to the Inter- 
mediate People's Court in 
Rizhou. Against all expecta- 
tions, the Chens won, and the 
original case against the police 
was sent back to the Mawei 
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court with orders to be heard 


by the end of ApriL 
As the case stands now, this 


represents something of a hoi 
tow, albeit extraordinary victory. 
The police still have the com 
puters and the money, and 
China Telecom swiftly intro- 
duced new regulations last Sep- 
tember; spying that anyone 
running an Internet telephone 
service must first have its 
approval. 

“Certain unlawful and ille- 
gitimate operators 
taken a large part of revenues 
from us, amounting to several 
billion yuan," said Zhang Chun 
jiang, director of the Telecom 
munications Management 
Bureau at the Ministry qfln 
formation Industry in Peking. 
“This is tantamount to infer 
mation smuggling. 

He said China Telecom had 


plans fbr Internet telecomxnu 
nications, and did not intend to 
share the business with all 
comers. The Chens will go 
down in the annals of China's 
commercial history as failed 
early champions of consumer 
choice. They are unlikely to be 
the only ones. In Peking, the 
small traders of Sanlitun dis 
trict are involved in a similar 
struggle of unequals, pitting 
risk-taking individuals against 
central planners. 

Over the past five years, this 
part of the city has evolved into 
the nearest thing Peking has to 
a Hampstead High Street 

Encouraged by a critical 
mass of expatriates, and a 
growing number of middle- 
dass Pekin gers. Chinese and 
foreign entrepreneurs have set 
up a string of small, mostly pri- 
vate shops and restaurants 
along the tree-fined Gongti 
North Street 

They indudeJenny Lou's 
grocery store, Siegfiende 
Schindler's German butcher; 
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Fbrid Flakhonr is resigned to losing his popular new Thousand and One Nights restaurant to the bulldozers 


Natalie Behring 




the Italian cheese shop, and 
Farid Fakhour’s Middle East- 
ern restaurant and cake shop. 

Now even the smallest 
foreign-invested retail business 
must have a Chinese joint ven- 
ture partner, and the mostmod- 
est private Chinese business is 
at the mercy of demands from 
local bureaucrats for extra fees, 
taxes and permits. Even the 
dearest rental lease can turn 


out to be worthless. Especial- 
ly when the local government 
wants to send in the bulldozers. 

All these businesses have 
just been told by local cadres 
that they have only weeks to 
evacuate their premises, which 
are to be demolished for un- 
derground heating pipes and 
road-widening. 

*1 signed a four-year lease for 
my restaurant building,” said 


MrFakhouc a Syrian who has 
beat doing business in China 
for two decades, and whose 
popular Thousand and One 
Nigfits restaurant opened only 
last April “First I heard from 
other traders. Then after two or 
three days there was a letter; 
not signed, saying that 'they 
were going to demolish us.” 

None of the businesses wifi 
receive either compensation 


or the offer of alternative ac- 
commodation. In the face of a 
construction project blessed 
by central government, no one 
believes there is any point fry- 
ing to fight 

WangJtouying is the driving 
force behind the Jenny Lou gro- 
cery stores and one of the most 
successful small Chinese 
traders in Peking. Her Gongti 
North Street shop opened in 


April 1997 with a five-year lease. 
“How can they break it? Be- 
cause it is the government's 
building. We spoke to them, bat 
it’s no use," she said. 

If there is one essential qual- 
ity for anyone doing business in 
China it is stamina. 

“I know China very well," 
said Mr Eakhour. “I have my 
idea for business. When I lose 
something, I forget about it." 
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Financial Times 

U7ry companies should 

provide investors uitk more 
fmjuent 
information 

British companies should 

move to quarterly reporting 
immediately, with monthly 
frequency a realistic target 

An imaginative company 
would make its data available 
on its. website in manipulahle 
formats. Long-run data, in a 
• standardised format are also 
badly needed. Once these steps 
are taken, the way is dear for 
more frequent reporting. 

Today's annual report is, like , 
a Victorian snapshot an 1 
artificial moment in time. Just 
over half a century ago. the 
Lumiere brothers broke free, to 
bring us the motion picture. 
Business activity like the life 
that films capture, is a flow, not 
a series of discontinuous steps, 
ft is time for corporate 
reporting to make that switch. 

Peter Martin. FT cdUannist 
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Business week 

On how Olivetti's bid 
or Telecom Italia signals 
a turning point for 

European capitalism 

\ FLOOD of private investment 
n equities is forcing I talian 
apitai markets to grow more 
sophisticated East And old-boy 
•elationships are fraying. Fbr 
example, Milan's secretive 
Mediobanca, once the virtual 
louse bank of the Agnellis, is 
lacking Olivetti, while the 
Agnellis themselves are publi- 
aHy backing Franco Bernabe. 

Hordes of American invest- 
nent bankers are speeding 
his transformation. In feet, it 
vas bankers from Lehman and 
3LJ who came up with the idea 
'or Olivetti's raid. In the com- 
ng days, Italian politicansmay 
ind it hard to resist interferin g 
But whether Olivetti succeeds 
>r fails is almost beside the 
XHnf Fbr European ca pitalism 
here is no going back. 

Cover story 
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Wall St journal 

On how Tony Blair 
irkst now move the 
euro debate in Britain 
forwa rd 

THE WARS of the euro-(scep- 
tics/ enthusiasts) generate a lot 
of heat but little light The 
only constant in the mind- 
numbing crossfire was the gov- 
ernment's agility in parrying 
the question of bow to deride. 

That at least has changed. 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
made dear he wants to see 
Britain join the euro as soon as 
possible. Now, the cards are 
stacked against entry into 
EMU. Mr Blair’s first test will 
come in the dection for the Eu- 
ropean Parliament in June. 

Mr Blair must win support 
for his goveruii unit's policy not 
with slogans, but by cutting 
through the Strum Drang 
of the current “debate" and 
putting the arguments direct- 
ly to the British people 

Leader comment 


Financial news 

On how the Revenue is 
trying to chip away 
pension funds' privileged 
tax status 

THE REVENUE is in effect 
trying to move the goal posts 
retrospectively by using anti- 
avoidance legislation enacted 
long before such [share] buy- 
backs were even thought of. 

It is Parliament, not the 
Revenue, that should be lay- 
ing down the law on taxes. 
But the Revenue's action is 
even more extraordinary 
given the Government’s ea- 
gerness to encourage funded 
pensions. 

The Revenue appears to be 
ploughing a semi-autonomous 
furrow with its “paid-by-re- 
sults" investigators and it is 
hard to reconcile what it is up 
to with the Government's 
broader policy aims on pen- 
sions. The Government should 
call its' tax collectors to heel. 

Leader comment 


Fortune 

Or US threats to impose 
punative tariffs on 
European luxury goods 
over bananas 


SOME EXPERTS believe 
establishing the authority of 
the WTO is worth America’s 
thick-skinned approach. Still, it 
is an open question whether the 
strategy of targeting products 
is useful: it is certainly ugly to 
watch. 

Unfortunately, there are few 
choices available to countries 
whose economies have been 
harmed by discriminatory 
trade policies. 

For now, America and 
Europe are squabbling over a 
little yellow fruit that neither 
one produces. And folks 
[producing cashmere] in the 
Scottish Borders have little 
choice but to pray that calmer 
heads - prevail in time to save 
their fell season - and their 
jobs. 

LenA Costa 


The economist 

The single European 
currency is already 
showing signs of wear 
and tear 


EUROPE’S ECONOMIC road is 
looking suddenly muchbumpiec 
This is not the euro's fault- 
But the rules surrounding it 
may make things worse. The 
European Central Rank has 
said it will not reduce interest 
rates unless governments con- 
tinue to reduce their budget 
deficits. In the long run that is . 
a worthy goal But now it miss- 
es the point Not only does the 
combined stance of monetary 
and fiscal policy need to be. 

eased in the euro area, but in 

some economies fiscal polky 

may need to be used to support 

demand. The euro's design 
faults increase the risk that a 
slowdown in growth could lead 
to a recession. Which migbtpat 

at risk even the euro’s very sur- 
vival. 

Leader comment 
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Roy Gardner (right) and Mark Clare of Centrica, which last week reported its first profit and rewarded shareholders who had remained loyal with a special dividend totalling £53 Om 


Tom Craig 


Old flame, new fire 
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WHEN BRITISH GAS was broken up two 
years ago into a trading company called 
Centrica and a gas storage and trans- 
portation business called BG, they carved 
up the rights to the trade name between 
them. 

But they also drew up a “poison pill” 
agreement to protect each other. If either 
company were taken over, the new owner 
would forfeit the right to call itself British 
Gas or use the familiar blue flame logo. 

At the time it did not seem to be much 
of a defence against hostile takeover bids. 
Indeed, it looked more like the product of 
some terrible, misguided vanity. Far from 
being a prize asset, the name of British Gas 
was Mudd. Customer complaints were at 
an all-time high. The company had earned 
the soubriquet of the most hated corpo- 
ration in Britain. Cedric Brown, its farmer 
chief executive, had assured British Gas 
a footnote in histoiy as the birthplace of 
j) the Fat CaL It was the kind of publicity that 

• would make most firms desperate to 
change their identity, not ringfence it 

Of the two new businesses Centrica was 
the one most in the firing line. It was the 
public face of British Gas to 19 million dis- 
gruntled customers through its chain of 
High Street energy centres. It was also re- 
sponsible for checking three million cen- 
tral heating boilers through the three-star 
service scheme. 

If any business was on a hiding to 
nothing, it was Centrica. But its troubles 
did not stop there. Competition had been 
introduced into the domestic gas market 
and British Gas’s monopoly was being 

• eroded fast by smarter and nimbler rivals 
who did not carry the same negative bag- 
gage and could offer cheaper prices. To rap 
it all, Centrica had inherited some £30bn 
In liabilities in the shape of the old Pf”” 1 
company’s take-or-pay gas contracts in the 

North Sea. , . . _ 

j If all of that wasn’t enough to sink Cen- 
Trica outright, it was sufficiently senous, 
potentially, to hole it below the 'y atei J^‘ 
Small surprise that the British Gas chair- 
man, Sir Richard Giordano, hadasunple 
piece of advice for the army of Sids who 
hadjumped on board in 1987 when the bua- 
ness was privatised - abandon ship n ■ 

There didn’t seem to be much faturem 
being a shareholder anyway 
was not forecasting anything °* e J _*5? 
losses and was therefore not paying a m 

^ How times change. Ust 
ca reported its first profit and- torew-tfd 
those shareholders who had remained 
loyal, announced a special 
falling E530m. And Centnra has nag* 
the tide of customer desertions^ sh^ 
of the domestic market has fallen _ PJ* 

cent but for the first Une since i compeu 

tarn began in Apnl, 199& d ® ga ^JL *h e 
custSra than it fa losing. Smoetoe 
opening of the electricity itself 

Petition last August. 

Uie goal of replacing every one of ineio 

million gas customers lost w^aortooitf 


by Michael Harrison 


T wo years ago, British Gas held the dubious accolade of being 
Britain’s most hated corporation, having earned its place in 
history as the birthplace of the Fat Cat. Then it was 
broken up, and today Centrica, its sales arm, is one of the nation’s 
most admired companies with money to bum. It is even toying 
with buying the RAC. So how was this transformation achieved? 



The rushes from British Gas's latest TV advertising campaign, which is helping to daw back customers 


of the way towards its target But its 
sights now stretch beyond home energy. 
It wants to buy the RAC’s motoring ser- 
vices division and is also lining up a con- 
sortium bid for Drax, Britain’s biggest 
power station. Ultimately, Centrica sees no 
reason why it shouldn't leverage its cus- 
tomer base of 155 million households and 
the British Gas name to provide everything 
from car insurance and home shopping to 
mortgages and domestic appliance repairs. 

There are several factors behind the 
t ransfo rmation. Customer inertia is one. 
Based on Centrica’s experience in those 
regions where competition has been run- 
ning longest, it looks as if loss of market 


share has hit a natural floor at about 30 per 
cent Centrica’s ability to offer “dual fuel” 
deals to households has made it price-com- 
petitive.The series of documentary-style 
television adverts, using real customers 
and real service engineers and filmed by 
Dominic Savage, the Cutting Edge direc- 
tor; also plays cleverly to the strengths of 
the British Gas brand. But most of the re- 
naissance is down to two men, Centrica's 
chief executive, Roy Gardner and its fi- 
nance director; Mark Clare. Mr Gardner is 
an restless energy, his muscular physique 
accentuated by a tan he picked up last 
month in the Bahamas. Before joining 
British Gas as finance director in 1994, he 


was managing director of GEC Marconi 
where he learned his trade under Lord We- 
instock. Mr Clare, a former STC executive, 
is one of those finance directors who is a 
big picture man, not simply a number 
cruncher They make an interesting con- 
trast with the two top men at BG, David 
Varney and Philip Hampton, who are also 
highly rated but in a different way. Where 
Mr Gardner is streetwise and forever on 
the lookout for a deal, Mr Ifarney is ana- 
lytic to the point of being ethereal 
“Gardner would sell his granny if he 
thought he could make a turn on it where- 
as Varney would probably philosophise on 
the ethics of treating old people in that 


way," says one analyst “Gardner is a 
streetfighten He just wants to take the 
gloves off and get in there.” 

His pugilistic tendencies have not hurt 
the share price. Since demerger in Feb- 
ruary, 1997, Centrica has outperformed the 
market by 20 per cent not bad for a com- 
pany that recorded a bottom line loss of 
£79 1m in its first year of trading. Dr Rod 
Maclean, oil and gas analyst at ABN 
Amro, says: “Slowly but surely, they are 
putting the pieces together They have 
renegotiated a good deal of the take-or-pay 
contracts, their gas market loss is less than 
expected and they have done better in elec- 
tricity than they thou^it they would. As for 


Clntrica turns Up thk Hi vr 




CENTRICA WAS formed from 
the demerger of British Gas on 

17 February 1997. It is valued at 

£5.2bn and has 15,000 employ- 
ees and 15,500,000 
domestic and in- 
dustrial cus- 
tomers. It also 
operates a 240- 
strong ^ a ' n of gas showrooms 
and has a service division with 
three million customers. 

Its chairman Is Sir Michael 
Perry, the former chairman of 
the consumer products giant 
Unilever But the driving forces 



behind the company are Roy 
Gardnei; its chief executive, 
and Mark Clare, the finance di- 
rector. Mr Gardner; 53, has run 
the New York and Lon- 
don marathons and is 
an avid Manchester 
United fan. He joined 
British Gas in November 
1994 as finance director 
and took charge of the 
businesses that 
formed Centrica a 
year later 
Mr Clare is re- 
garded in the City 



as much more than a conven- 
tional finance director. “He's 
very much in control of the 
strategy as well as the num- 
bers,” says one analyst “To- 
gether they make an 
impressive pair" 

The rewards of success are 
large. Mr Gardner earns 
£493,000 a year and has a fur- 
ther 15m Centrica 
shares ear- 
marked for him 
under the com- 
pany’s long-term 
incentive scheme. 


In addition he has 1.4m share 
options currently showing a 
paper profit of £500,000. 

But the 15m Sids who have 
stuck with Centrica since de- 
merger also stand to pin - its 
share price has risen 60 per 
cent in the last two years. 

Apart from gas, Centrica is 
also the company behind the 
Goldfish credit card, which 
now has 900,000 mem bers. It 
is keen to expand farther into 
financial services, possibly of- 
fering mortgages. It is also 
looking at buying the RAC. 


CENTRICA 



the energy regulator; he has much bigger 
fish to fry elsewhere.” Centrica says the 
cost of acquiring each new electricity cus- 
tomer is £30 compared with the £100 a head 
National Power paid when it bought the 
supply business of Midlands Electricity and 
the £200 per customer FowerGen is pay- 
ing through its acquisition of East Midlands 
Electricity. The City likes these numbers 
and the extra profit it expects Centrica to 
squeeze out of its new customer base. 

ABN Amro is forecasting that operating 
profits will more than double from £2 08m 
last year to £528m in 2002. ‘'The question 
is, ‘Where to next’," says Mr Maclean. 
“What worries some people is what they 
might bqy and what the long-term growth 
prospects for the company are." 

In particular what worries the market 
is the idea that Centrica might become a 
roadside breakdown service. Mr Gardner 
says he has merely registered an interest 
in RAC. Even if it does bid it is expected 
to offer substantially less than the £450m 
that Cendant of the US was prepared to pay. 
“Our operations are quite similar in terms 
of logistics, customer interface, billing 
and purchasing so the savings would be 
quite large," says Mr Gardner 

That much is true. Both businesses have 
men and vans and rail centres and both 
provide an emergency service, which 
makPK their cultures similar But Centri- 
ca sees opportunities beyond that to exploit 
its expertise as a service company. Mr 
Gardner says that other than BT, no other 
company has a comparable customer 
base. He believes it could support a great 
many more products and services around 
the home. Last year Centrica launched a 
home security division and more recent- 
ly it has started experimenting with air-con- 
ditioning and electrical repair. 

Beyond that it is examining the poten- 
tial of home shopping and the burgeoning 
market of home automation - remote di- 
agnostic systems that monitor utility ser- 
vices in the house. If Centrica takes the 
plunge into mortgages, it would be through 
its financial services division, which pio- 
neered the successful launch of Goldfish 
and now has nearly 900,000 card members. 

Inevitably this has raised fears that Cen- 
trica may overstretch itself at the expense 
of its bedrock business of gas 
supply. But the Gas Consumers Council 
does not share this 


concern. 

Jenny Kirkpatrick, its chairwoman, 
says: “Provided it brings greater energy 
efficiency into the home and doesn't dis- 
advantage those who are less able to af- 
ford the add-on services, then it will be 
beneficial.” 

The council is less happy with Centri- 
ca’s dominant market position. “After 
nearly three years of competition, it still 
supplies eight in 10 homes with gas and 
looks like replacing all its lost gas market 
with new electricity customers.” says Ms 
Kirkpatrick. “If I was one of the smaller 
players up against British Gas. I'd be 
cheesed off" 

Mr Gardner likes it that way. 
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There’s profit in empowerment of your people 



IF SOMEBODY was to write a busi- 
ness version of Gustave Flaubert’s 
Dictionary of Received Ideas, the 
great novelist's satire of conven- 
tional wisdom and cliche, it would 
certainly contain the entry: "Peo- 
ple: our most important asset.” 

As with any notion that has lost 
its freshness, it is well worth ask- 
ing what it means and whether it 
is correct Surprisingly, this main- 
stay of management-speak has 
rarely been checked against real- 
ity. Perhaps even more surprising, 
when it is, it turns out to be true. 

After all it is easy to be cynical 
about the lip-service paid by most 
managers to that precious re- 
source. their workforce. It only 
takes a little casual observation to 
demonstrate that many managers 
subscribe to other schools of prac- 
tice - especially the “grind ’em 
down, keep 'em in the dark, and 
work 'em hard for as little as you 
can get away with paying” schools. 

Even in so-called “people busi- 
nesses" such as advertising or 
management consultancy, it is 
dear that many bosses hate the 


thought of ceding any control to 
employees or; well having to man- 
age their staff. In most companies 
the personnel or “human re- 
sources” department has little to 
do with managing human re- 
sources, acting rather as a sort of 
compliance office to make sure the 
company is not breaking the law. 

Tfet recent research that tries to 
quantify the potential effects of de- 
cent people-management sug- 
gests that the gains could be huge, 
dwarfing the likely impact of more 
R&D, better strategic planning or 
qualify drives. A study carried by 
high-profile academics for the In- 
stitute of Personnel and Develop- 
ment uses a regular survey of 67 
medium-sized man ufacturin g 
companies in Sheffield since 1990. 
It assesses and quantifies the 
links between a variety of man- 
agement policies and the compa- 
nies’ productivity and profitability 
performance. 

The study finds that people 
management is one of the man- 
agement inputs that does affect 
business output What is a real eye- 


opener is the fact that people- 
management is both vastly more 
important than the other dements 
of management and has a very big 
impact on profits and productivi- 
ty As the IPD concludes, with 
some satisfaction: “The finding s 
underline the general message 
that it is how companies manage 
their employees that is crucial to 
business success.” - 
The research, carried out by 
Professor Michael West at 
Sheffield University, Professor 
Stephen Nickell of Oxford Uni- 
versity and other researchers at 
Sheffield, addresses four ques- 
tions. Is there a link between em- 
ployees' job satisfaction and 
company performance? Is “or- 
ganisational culture" a guide to 
company performance? Which 



Diane 

Coyle 


most difference to results? And 
how do thqy compare with the im- 
pact of other policies such as in- 
vestment in R&D, investment in 
new technology and competitive 
strategy? 

The answers are: Yes, job sat- 


Many managers 
merely pay lip 
service to their 


workforce and ignore 
the real potential 


isfaction alone can raise profits by 
5 per cent; yes, “cultural'’ factors 
can account for IQ per cent of the 
variation in profits between dif- 
ferent companies; job design - 
particularly giving workers 
shop floor responsibility - and 
skill development each explain 
about half of the contribution of 
people policies to company per- 
formance; and people polities 
can wrpiafo nearfy a fifth of the 
variation in profitability and pro- 
ductivity; compared with 2 per 
cent for strategy, l per cent for 
qualify drives, 1 for new technol- 
ogy and 8 for R&D. 

Of course, the sample is small 
and there are difficulties in mea- 
suring the left side of the regres- 
sion equations in the study, the 

measures in put 

Job satisfaction is relatively eas- 
ily measured -proportion of em- 
ployees surveyed reporting that 
they are satisfied in about 15 
areas, in chiding autonomy safe- 
ty physical conditions, pay, pro- 
motion prospects, job security 
and so on. And this one indication 


of the success of human resource 

policies can account for 12 per cent 

of the difference in profits be- 
tween companies. 

The numbers are impressive 
enough, but remember that the 
analy sis is based on a sample of 
relatively small manufacturing 
companies. Just think how much 
bigger the pay-off in improved 
p roductiv ity and profitability could 
be for a bigger business present- 
ing a bigger management chal- 
lenge, or fora company in a private 
or public service industry where 
people are the main input 
Of course, if it were easy to boost 
profits by 20 per cent by tweaking 

< — a imin Vnieinwgg 


ensuring relevant information in- 
fluences decisions quickly It must 
be an important part of encour- 
aging employees to internalise 

the aims and needs of the business. 

Research by BfflLazonick at the 
University of Massachusetts found 
j i: — :„c- Awm tVio rfpwru 
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productivity gains from the devo- 
lution of control to the shop flooc 
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would have done it, rather than just 

a few. But is it the training pro- 
gramme, the appraisal system, 
the variety of work or the pay rel- 
ative to competitors that matters? 

I feel the answer is the degree 
to which individual employees get 
avfrwinmy and control over their 
own work. This is vital forjob sat- 
isfaction, allowing swifter problem- 
solving and decision-taking, and 


lUUUii VI • 

He reported a case study of a fail- 
ing Massachusetts toy factory 
which, as a desperate last mea- 
sure. handed over the r unnin g of 
the business to the women as- 
sembly workers. They boosted 
productivity and qualify and 
turned the company around. But 
the managers hated losing control 
so they dosed the factory. 

This is the real catch. Not only 

do businesses need to do the right 

sort of human resource manage- 
ment, they have to want to do it to 
get it right Whatever the next 
piece of research turns up, it will 

not be a mechanical solution. It will 

not be enough to say that people 
are the business's most Important 
asset; managers will have to real- 
ly mean it 



* 



A* 





m 


iji&H tip' , ... . 




t 



l: 





..... . , 

? . V 5 If ■ - — » - J . ' - ■■■- 

- « - ',/■ •• - . 


lv v.j£: -»-£&. w VS - -j. ,*> -- 




- 1 :i- ?. ■; • M; f§ : . . £ V: , : .'V V ' ^ 


to .. - > k- 




V-l: 


-v t 


Whether you're doing business locally, nationally or on the other side of the world, BTs business discounts can help you save money. 
BTs discounts work for you around the dock, seven days a week - not just on selected calls at selected times. Well look at the type of calls you 
make, then recommend the appropriate business discount plan. To find out if your business is making the most of BTs savings and discounts, 
call us (we’re open 24 hours a day) on Fr eefime0800 800 800, or visit our website at www.btcom 
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BUSINESS REVIEW/5 


ANALYSIS 


by Mary Braid 

S b John Hall had a dream. He wanted to turn 
Newcastle into the ‘Barcelona of the north’, 
with a company that led the field in every sport 
%om football to ice hockey. So what went wrong? 


The moment 


Sir John met 


• his match 



THIS WAS a grandiose scheme, 
even for a multimillionaire who 
said having the courage to pursue 
dreams was the sweet secret of suc- 
cess. 

In 1995 the ebullient Sir John 
Hall, controlling shareholder of 
Newcastle United Football Club, 
announced creation of the UK’s 
first all-encompassing sporting busi- 
ness empire. 

He would support the successes 
of the team he had resurrected fiy 
buying rugby, ice hockey and bas- 
ketball sides. 

Sir John offered vision, imagi- 
A nation, and hyperbole. He said his 
“ Newcastle Sporting Club might 
have 100,000 members by Christ- 
mas. British sport would be rein- 
vented through his enterprise, 
based in the north east, and paral- 
lelling the one spawned by the 
mighty Barcelona football club. 

The construction tycoon played 
shamelessly on regional pride, and 
long-standing bitterness over the 
north-south divide. The new Sport- 
ing Club, he promised, would {day 
a crucial part in the struggling re- 
gion’s economic regeneration. 

Sir John - “I like to be referred 
to as a capitalistwith a social con- 
science” - even compared “the 
Geordie nation” to the Catalans of 
Spain, 

In four years John Hall’s dream 
has died. Hie Newcastle Sporting 
Club is said to be £9 million in debt 
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y and its rugby, ice hockey and bas- 
f ketball teams have been cut loose, 



or are on the lookout for buyers. 

The first crack appeared a year 
ago, with the Geordies baying for the 
blood of Douglas Hall, 39, Sir John’s 
son, after he grossly derided the 
faithful fens and the morality and 
looks of northern women, lb pile in- 
jury on his insults to the soccer-mad 
city. Douglas Hall is now selling the 
family’s controlling share in New- 
castle FC to NTL. an American 
cable company. 

Sir John’s son, head of the fami- 
ly’s Cameron Hall Developments, 
had been caught in a Spanish broth- 
el with Freddy Shepherd, then 
chairman of the football dub. A tape 
recording revealed them describing 
north-east women as “ugly dogs" 
and United fens as gullible “mugs”, 
for buying tens of thousands of 
}"i replica Newcastle strips for C50 
apiece when they had cost a fiver 
each from an Asian sweat shop. 

But exactly how did Sir John 

Hall's dream go so sour? During the 

Thatcher era, his touch seemed 
golden. He was bom into a social- 
ist mining family and spent his 
twenties underground as a survey- 
or for the National Coal Board. 

He branched into small-time de- 
velopment in 1981 and bought 100 
acres of wasteland at Gateshead for 
£100,000. What followed undoubtedly 
required imagination. The death of 
mining and shipbuilding led to long 
dole queuc-s and violent picketing 



HalTs vision: rugby, football 
and basketball under one roof 


over mine closures, but Hall was 
turning his acres of ash into the 
MetroCentre, the UK’s first shop- 
ping malL Enterprise Zone subsidies 
helped the “miracle". 

The MetroCentre opened in 1986 
and thrived, a relief not just to Sir 
John but Mrs Thatcher. It was sure 
evidence that Thatcherism was 
working, though it hurt 

A year later Sir John sold the 
MetroCentre and pocketed an esti- 
mated £35m. Then he moved into 
tyynyard Hall, a grand country es- 
tate near Middlesbrough, owned by 
the Marquis of Londonderry, whose 
ancestors had controlled the local 
collieries. The miner’s son had 
bought out the pit owners. Anyone 
could daw their way up in Maggie's 
Britain. She bestowed his knight- 
hood in 1991. 

So even before he descended 
like an angel on St James' Park to 


save the Magpies (Newcastle FC) 
from bankruptcy and humiliating 
relegation to the third division, Sir 
John had a halo of myth. And he bur- 
nished it assiduously. 

He told reporters the Metro- 
Centre and Wynyard Hall were built 
on “visionary powers”, comparing 

His battle for control of Newcas- 
tle football dub had begun in 1988. 
The myth maker found a perfect 
match in football, with its inex- 
haustible supply of legends and 
dreams (almost always impossi- 
ble), its surplus of saccharine sen- 
timentality and the tendency of 
fans to hero worship. 

He said he was “fighting for the 
Geordie nation 11 . In the giddy years 
that followed Sir John lured the 
much-loved Kevin Keegan back 
from Marbella and eariy retire- 
ment to manage Newcastle’s tri- 
umphant comeback. 

The days of glory began to fade 
that day in 1997 when Mr Keegan, 
apparently fed up with Sr John, the 
Sporting dub, and the transfor- 
mation of the game into a cash cow, 
staged his eat from St James' Park 
by helicopter; to the roared regrets 
of a broken-hearted crowd. 

The stock market flotation of the 
football difo that followed made a 
fortune for the HaH family largely 
at the expense of Newcastle fens, for 
few City institutions dared invest 

As joint owners of Cameron Hall 
Developments, Sr John, wife Mae, 
Douglas and a daughter Linda, 
shared a 57 per cent stake in New- 
castle United. The fens who jostled 
to buy shares have not made a 
penny. The shares sold at 135p. 
This week they were trading at 
less than a pound. 

Sir John, now 67, has spent much 
of the last year at his luxury home 
in Spain. He made a brief return as 
chairman of the football dub after 
his son’s fell from grace. There are 
rumours of ill health. But some be- 
lieve his heart went out of sport 
when he realised his Sporting Club 
was only a pipe dream. 

Hie “man of the people” who reg- 
ularly popped in for a pre-match pint 
with the punters at the Strawberry 
Pub next to St James’ Park, had 
missed the point The dream failed 
because Sir John never understood 
Geordies weren’t interested in 
rugty oricehodcEy never mind bas- 
ketball. Football was the one and 
only Geordie sporting passion. 

A local businessman agrees. “I 
think Sir John thought Newcastle 
would turn out for tiddlywinks, as 
long as the team was wearing black 
and white (Newcastle FC’s 
colours)." 

One local reporter says: “He 
didtft even realty like foofoafl. There 
are stories of him with his back to 
tbepitch when the Magpies scared.” 

Malcolm Dix, the dub’s hon- 
orary vice-president says that is 
rubbish. “Sir John would get so 



Sir John Hall, the self-styled ‘champion of the Geordie nation’ 


Michael Scott/North News 


tensed up duringa game thathe was 
almost kicking the balL” 

Fans askhow come everyone else 
knew the Sporting Club was a non- 
starter; except Sir John? Journalists 
remember Douglas HaB laying bets 
that the Newcastle Falcons rugby 
team would soon be filling the then- 
36,000-seat St James Park Atten- 
dance averaged between three and 
four thousand people. 

When the Halls bought the 
Durham Wasps ice hockey side in 
1995 they changed the name to the 
Cobras and shifted “the product” to 
Newcastle. “There was uproar 
among Wasps fens,” says Simon 
Roshworth, sports writer for the 
Newcastle Evening Chronicle. 

Mr Dix believes the Sporting 
Club floundered because Sir John 
failed to bring all the sports onto one 
site. Environmentalists fought plans 
for a 55,000-seat football stadium on 
Leazes Park on the edge of cher- 
ished Ibon Moor. Plans to move the 
other sports into the old stadium 
were shelved and aBarcelona-style 
multi-sports site never materialised. 

City financiers showed no confi- 
dence in the Sporting Club. In 1997, 
at the height of the City's hot, brief, 
passion for all thing s football - the 
Premier league, sale of broadcast- 
ing rights and expansion of mer- 
chandising had sent football 
revenues rocketing - Newcastle 
Football Club was welcomed by the 
Stock Exchange, but without its 
sporting siblings. 

In Newcastle, few care why the 
Sporting Club failed. But Sir John’s 
football legacy is a very serious mat- 
ten With the Hall family about to 
trouser ah estimated £l00m profit 


from the £3m it cost Sir John to take 
control of Newcastle United more 
fans are asking who benefited from 
the dub’s flotation in April 1997, 
other than the Halls and those who 
were paid vast sums - including 
bonuses of £300,000 - to mastermind 
flotation. 

"The Halls have benefited far 
more from the dub than the dub has 
from the Halls," says John Regan, 
secretary of the Newcastle United 
Independent Supporters Club. 

Only a few of the host of dubs 
floated on the Stock Exchange, in- 
cluding Manchester United and 
Celtic, have registered share-price 
rises. Newcastle's showing has 
been particularly bad. Some say the 
flotation was overflyped and the dub 
over-valued. Vmay Bedi, of the New- 
castle stockbroker Wise Speke, 
says: “The high original flotation 
price is almost certainly connected 
to the problems which followed.” 

The City sees the company as a 
corporate governance mess of hero- 
ic proportions. Nine directors have 
left since flotation. Three - includ- 
ing the th en - chairman Denis Cas- 
sidy - resigned in protest after 
Douglas Hall and Freddy Shep- 
herd muscled their way back onto 
the board only months after being 
forced to resign over the Spanish 
brothel scandal. Though the vast 
majority of shareholders were 
agains t their reinstatement, a poll 
vote, based on size of shareholding, 
easily ensured the men’s return. 

That bad feeling about the son 
has also damaged the father And 
the image of Sir John generously 
ploughing his own money into the 
dub is increasingly contested “I 


know for a fact it. was his own 
money that went in,” says Malcolm 
Dix. “I saw the cheques.” 

But more fans - admittedly a mi- 
nority - snigger at the notion that 
Sir John put in any of his own cash 
once the dub was his. “He is no Jack 
Walken” says Mr Regan, referring 
to the philanthropic mentor of 
Blackburn Rovers. “He has put in 
a little of his own money then bor- 
rowed He came into this .to make 
money, and he has." 

Some fans now feel Douglas Hall 
told the truth on the brothel tapes 
- they are mugs. Gate sales and the 
season tickets brought £l2m a yean 
The special Platinum Club’s 3,000 
fans paid £3,000 each to join, the rev- 
enues going fora new stand named 
after Sir John HalL And, of course, 
those £50 black and white strips. AH 
that money. And yet so little share- 
holder power that Douglas Hall 
and Freddy Shepherd walked back 
onto the board 

Fbr Mr Dix that misses the point 
He says Sir John led the way back 
to football glory and commercial 
success; “If Sir John had not got in- 
volved in Newcastle United it would 
not be where it is now,” he says. “The 
north-east owes him a tremendous 
debt" 

Mr Dix had been struggling for 
years to wrestle control of the dub 
from the old-fashioned autocratic 
dynasty under which it was stag- 
nating. 

Then Sir John showed an inter- 
est, and things began to happen. In 
the subsequent takeover campaign, 
the Magpie Five (which included Mr 
Dix) worked for months, wito private 
detectives and genealogists, to trace 


“missing” shareholders, often rel- 
atives of fans who had bought some 
of the 2,000 10-shilling shares orig- 
inally issued by the dub in 1892. 

The Magpie Group traced the 
“missing" as far as Australia and 
bought their shares. 

“Sir John led with inspiration,” 
says Mr Dix. “He is a motivator, a 
catalyst A man who has a plan or 
dream and then gets a lot erf other 
people involved to make it hap- 
pen.” 

In two weeks the Secretary of 
State far Trade and Industry; Stephen 
Byers, will receive the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission report 
into Rupert Murdoch's proposed 
takeover of Manchester United 

If Mr Murdoch, through BSkyB, 
gets the green light, then the way 
is open for broadcasters to own foot- 
ball dubs. 

NTL, the cable company which 
recently bought a 62 per cent stake 
in Newcastle United from Cameron 
Hall Developments, will almost cer- 
tainly exercise its option to buy a fur- 
ther 51 per cent from the Hall 
family. Newcastle United will have 
new owners. 

Already Barclay Knapp, 41, the 
American head of NTL, is buttering 
up the Magpie fans with the rhetoric 
taken to the limits by Sir John, one- 
time champion of “the Geordie na- 
tion”, now almost permanently 
resident in Spain. 

Again the fans are being assured 
that this not just about commercial 
opportunities. NTL is also interested 
in the game. 

Yet Mr Knapp has never been to 
a football match. That should come 


as no surprise. 
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Tin- PLAYER: BILL GRIMSBY, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF WlCKES 
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DIY Goliath 


PERSONAL DETAILS: basic salary 
of £234.000 in 199". Total remuner- 
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contribution onw- ~ 

Radtetl, Hertfordshire. Drives a 
BMW 7 Series. Hobbies include nd- 

five-year recovery plan set out at the 

time of the rights 
This has a number of otyecfrre 
including; a swtjepingreconsfiJ 1 ^ 

of the Sisiness in terms of 
* tittffihips with suppliers, empfox 
and customers: investing » 
store format; opening «« 
improving margins, and 
the Wlcfccs brand. 

The company also iweds 

build its reputation m *e c 
after an accounting scandal » 
and a half years ago and an »a 


tigation hy the Serious Fraud Office. 
The SFO inquiry continues and of- 
ficers have yet to decade whether 
to take action against former Wiek- 
es directors, including the chief 
executive at the time, Henry 
Sweetbaum. 

CORPORATE BACKGROUND: 
Bill Grimsey was appointed to the 
board as chief executive in Novem- 
ber 1996, He has 27 years’ experi- 
ence, mostly in food retailing and he 
held a senior position at Tesco. 

Fbr five vears he was managing 
director of Park ‘PT Shop, based in 
Hong Kong, the leading super- 
market chain in south-east Asia. 

Mr Grimsey joined Wicfces in 
1995. “intrigued by the formula”, re- 
sponsible for the group’s South 
African joint venture, and was ap- 
pointed managing director ofWick- 


e£ Bidding Supplies on 1 July 1996. 

* STRATEGY boost margins by in- 
creasing the customer and product 
base. WIckes customers tend to be 
do-ft-youmelfbuffe and small jobbing 
builders. They spend only a third of 
their total DIY expenditure in 
Wickes. a proportion the company is 
keen to increase. 

Mr Grimsey wants to keep exist- 
ing customers and he hopes to at- 
tract new ones through broadening 
the product range in paint and wall- 
papers. 

The six new-format stores, with 
the wider product range, reported 
sales growth of aboutSQ per cent in 
1998. A further 35 stores will be up- 
dated in the current year at a cost 
of£23m. 

By 2001, all 124 stores in the ex- 
isting group will have been refur- 


By Nicola Reeves 



bished. Ten new stores are expect- 
ed to open each year for the next 
three to fouryears. Mr Grimsey re- 
jects suggestions of saturation in the 
DIY market, identifying geographic 
gaps in the store network 


During 1998, customer service im- 
provements were made and £i6.5m 
was spent on two new distribution 
centres. Hie strategic plan is “on 
track". Overall, Mr Grimsey says, it 
is “a tough old job but it's exciting 
and rewarding”. 

MANAGEMENT STYLE: open 
and very much hands-on. Mr Grim- 
sey is at home on the shopfioor and 
is keen to hear the views of staff. 

Every month he has breakfast 
with 12 of his non-management col- 
leagues, such as fork-lift truck dri- 
vers and cashiers, and reports back 
to an operating board. He believes 
chain store retail companies should 
have a culture where everyone is 
alig ned to achieving the business 
goals. 

That entails “open communica- 
tion, encouraging and rewarding 


staff”. This, he says, produces a “cty 
namic environment” and “is a very 
powerful mechanism for pulling in 
the same direction”. 

Most admires in business: Lord 
MacLaurm of Khebworth. former 
chairman and chief executive at 
Tesco. 

CITY VERDICT: Mr Grimsey is 
described as “fantastically hard- 
working and enthusiastic". In terms 
of motivating staff and cutting costs 
he is said to have done “an excellent 
job”. - 

But there is a limit on how much 
further costs can be cut There is 
some concern that Wickes will 
struggle to increase market share 
profitably against stiff competition 
from B&Q and Sainsbury’s Home- 
base. 

Mr Grimsey remains confident 


that market share gains will be 
achieved from a combination of new 
store openings and refurbishments. 

“Every fire years you have to re- 
fresh the offerin line with changing 
consumer demands,” he says. “Fm 
a merchant at heart. I am passion- 
ate about customers and under- 
standing them” 

The heavy store investment pro 
- gramme will inhibit profit growth 
this year but thereafter Mr Grimsey 
expects “very exciting profit 
growth". 

Warburg Dillon Read, the 
company broken forecasts pre-tax 
profits of £3lm for 20QQ. 

In 1998, Wickes made profits of 
£24.9m pre-tax compared with a 
previous loss of £6-5m. The shares 
are expected to perform in line with 
the market 
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The Canary 


Overlooked: Elisabeth Mur- 
doch. closer to mum Anna 
than dad Rupert, looks Further 
behind than ever in the suc- 
cession stakes at News Corp. 
With brother Lachlan given 
new duties in America to add 
to his Australian brief, there's 
no doubt who's ahead in the 
pecking order. Despite her high 
profile at the Edinburgh TV Fes- 
tival last summer, which many 
assumed meant she was in ef- 
fective command at BSkyB, Elis- 
abeth remains firmly Number 
Two there too. Among chose 
who count, 


Radio executives: who’s 


RTiKUiai 


'iid 


on the right wavelength? 







BSkyB chief 
executive 
Mark Booth's 
stock Is way 
up after the 
successful 
launch of Sky 
Digital. 
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Caught <n the Net: What 
happens when the clogs at the 
telephone company get into a 
joint venture with two glam- 
orous cutting-edge media com- 
panies? You get LineOne, the 
Internet joint venture of BT. 
News International and United 
Newspapers. LineOne is cur- 
rently pulled off to the side of 
the infobahn awaiting some sort 
of digital AA man. But is there 
anything to salvage? The notion 
was that British consumers 
would stampede for an online 
service featuring topless page 
three girls from the Sun plus the 
exciting content of the Dally Ex- 
press. With only 70.000 sub- 
scribers after two years, the 
service is an also-ran, a minnow 
next to Dixon's Freeserve (1 mil- 
lion) and NASDAQ -quoted AOL 
(550.000). Now the LineOne 
partners are squabbling over 
what to do next. 


Ralph Bernard 

Chief Executive 
GWR 

I ADMIRE the people who have 
built up their business from scratch. 
They are usually people who con- 
spire positively to manipulate cir- 
cumstance to create their product 

Tim Schoonmaker, chief execu- 
tive of Emap Radio, is one such 
force. He is a formidable business- 
man in radio, determined to achieve 
what he perceives as right for his 
company. He’s not the forceful type, 
and is convincing rather than bull- 
ish. He knows exactly where he 
wants his network to be heading and 
is aided by his refusal to shy away 
from tough decisions. 

Another pioneer of the airwaves 
is Eddie Blackwell, who is on the 
board at GWR and steeped in radio. 
You can't really be successful in 
radio without that kind of relation- 
ship with radio. 


Perk watch: Now everyone 
will be wanting one. Daimler- 
Chrysler has ordered an Airbus 
319 with 46 seats to shuttle ex- 
ecutives between its two head- 
quarters in Stuttgart and 
Detroit. Good choice: it's a 
sweet flying jet. The Germans 
have ordered it equipped For all 
the normal business services 
(phone. Fax, e-mail) and pas- 
sengers will be expected to 
work. Not all executives are 
keen. On Lufthansa they turn 
out che lights and order you to 
sleep. 






RQger Lewis 

Managing Director 
Classic FM 

PASSION AND a real commitment 
to listeners, with a fen’s belief and 
enthusiasm for the genre - be it 
news, sport, speech or music - 
alongside a can-do. must-do-now at- 
titude (reflecting the immediacy of 
the medium) all wrapped up in 
charismatic leadership with the 
ability to manage the interface be- 
tween culture and commerce: 
these are the ingredients for a 
great radio executive. 

The people who embody these 
qualities indude Ralph Bernard, 
the chief executive of GWR. who 
has lived the business from top to 
bottom, is totally committed to it, 
and is without doubt the most suc- 
cessful radio executive today. 

Second I would line up Richard 
Park at Capital Radio. He’s a hard 
driven, single-minded man with a 
passion for music radio and he has 
steered Capital for more than a 
decade. 

Finally there’s Steve Orchard, 
group programme director of 
GWR. He's the best radio pro- 
grammer in the business, because 
he mixes the science of research 
with music and fun far better than 
anyone I know. 


Goldman's ambition: The 

story so Far.... Last autumn 
Goldman were about to become 
the richest bankers in the 
world, then the market col- 
lapsed and Goldman lost a bun- 
dle of money. The float is back 
on. Perhaps there will be a re- 
vival in the country house mar- 
ket after all. Meanwhile. 
Goldman's new London com- 
mand bunker is rising. Struc- 
tural work is nearly complete 
on the vast new extension be- 
hind the Grade I listed mod- 
ernist black facade of the 
Former Daily Express building. 
Known to generations of hacks 
as the black glass Lubyanka. The 
new building will be connect- 
ed by an air bridge to Goldman's 
current lair, the granite money 
factory on the site redeveloped 
bv Goldman behind the pre- 
served Daily Telegraph facade. 
Goldman now controls a larg- 
er frontage on Fleet Street than 
any press baron ever did. 


John Pearson 

Chief Executive 
Virgin Radio 

THERE ARE a lot of extremely dever 
and hard-working people in the 
radio industry. I feel very much in 
debt to all the other people I will be 
sharing this page with who have 
been responsible for a renaissance 
in listening and revenue over the 
past five years. 

From ny point of view; the peo- 
ple I respect the most in the indus- 
trj’ are the senior management and 
staff of this radio station, including, 
of course, the inimitable Chris 
Evans. I do have good reason For 
me each one represents the core 
reasons for the industry’s success; 
enthusiasm, fan and genuine passion 
for the medium. 



creased its share of advertising 
from 2 per cent to nearly 6. This is 
largely thanks to Douglas McArtfam;’ 
managing director of the Radio Ad- 
vertising Bureau. Wfe couldn’t.op- 
erate withoutit -or this man atthe.;- 
centreofah of these changes. He is 

the linchpin for the two industries 
and single-handed made comma*- 
dal radio the success story that it. 


KV’-; 


Lrr.,- 


sential to any radio executive; he's, 
very bright, he’s his own man, h£s~ 
ruthless when it comes to achieving 
what he wants. 

He’s a wonder- courageous, alat- 
eral thinker, a doer 

Ours is a tough market. Radio s 
used to be the medium of last resort' 
but things have changed. The cat ^ 
aiyst for change was when we all de- 
cided that a customer-focused 
approach was the way forward. 
Many radio owners are inward- 
looking but Douglas convinced us to 
bow to the customer 
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Tim Schoonmaker - j L/\ 

Chief Executive »1 || I 

Emap Radio 111 

THE RADIO man of the moment has 5 ' I** 
to be Paul Brown of the Commer- 
cial Radio Companies Association 
jrh o pgft him because I think he has _ . 

the most difficult job in radio and he . f “f". 
does it with great alacrity. Ji****'' 1 !... 

He has the task of pulling to- ^ 
gether all the disparate views of the . ^ ' 

chief executives in radio and thenj \ 

putting them to thegoveroiaent for '.’vjj naM' 1 ?! 
their approval. The onfywayhe can w w 

possibly have managed this ’ 

through his singleness of vision. I jul-vff' 
think that's the most important i 
characteristic for a radio executive." 7 ajjjitienu'-' 
in radio at the moment, given the ^ ]sa4 ss;‘ 
changes that are happening. "c’: jjFffivnt*:- 

Radio will be unrecognisable in ^ ,H*r! ?. IT 
ten years’ time: digital will be the ,- £ • :■ 

medium then so distribution will t , 
have changed, relationships with ad- . E ^d: : v 
vertisers will have changed and ja.bfc! 
the sheer number of channels will 
mean a very different radio service. . jaj.bec:-! : 
And ifyou don’t have vision, you’re. - adamd::- 
not going to be ready. 1 think all of ; 
tiie big names in radio have vision. . tn* -i L- 
buL in the same breath, we could afl. . 
do with some more! . . ■ < 
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Ralph Bernard, admired even by industry rivals for his ability to keep the medium in the headlines 


Jason Bryant 

Development Director 
Talk Radio 

I WOULD single out Ralph Bernard 
for the vision he has shown in trans- 
forming GWR into a major media 
business. He has taken risks but 
seen them rewarded, particularly at 


Classic FTC. More bravely, he has led 
the development of commercial 
digital radio. 

Richard Huntingford at 
Chrysalis has skilfully built a 
tremendous business through ac- 
quisition and licence awards, while 
Tom Hunter at Liverpool's Radio 
City stands out for his brilliant un- 
derstanding of the market and 
team-building skills. 

Elsewhere. I had better mention 
my boss Kelvin MacKenzie in case 
nobody else does, and Chris Evans 
at Virgin who have both given na- 
tional commercial radio a tremen- 
dous boost in profile. Finally, let’s 
not forget that the BBC retains half 
of all radio listening and some tal- 
ented individuals at the top. Roger 
Mosey at 5 live is undoubtedly the 
best I have come across in the pub- 
lic sector. 


Jenny Abramsky 

Director 
BBC Radio 

ANY outstanding executive or boss 
would have to know how to create 
a station which related to the audi- 
ence. One such man is Jimmy Gor- 
don. His years of experience enable 
him to recognise good radio and how 

to make it 

Other qualities I look for would 
be a grasp of how important talent 
is and an ability to nurture it Radio 
is about quality entertainment and 
any station looks to its presenters 
to help pull in the audience. 

Jim Motr of Radio 2 has this abil- 
ity and a great sense of what makes 
showbusiness. It would be difficult 
to folk about figureheads in the in- 
dustry without mentioning Chris 
Evans and the sheer innovation he 
has brought to his station. 


Richard Hndlay 

Chief Executive 
Scottish Radio Holdings 
I WOULD say that to stand out in 
radio these days you need a vision, 
a plan for the future. 

The man I most admire is Jimmy 
Gordon. Admittedly, he is the chair- 
man here at SRH but he was in at 
the beginning when he started up 
Radio Clyde. Since then he has 
scarcely swerved in his beliefs, 
never compromised his integrity or 
forgotten the public service aspects 
of commercial radio, which can 
sometimes get lost or confused. 


He was the founding father of 
Emap Radio and has done an ex- 
tremely skilful job in organising it 
He is a genius at building big radio 
because he is talented, bright and 
not afraid to take risks. 

At the same time, the risks he 
takes are controlled. He uses his 
judgement to evaluate the situation 
and that judgement has been honed 
through his long and successful 
career in radio. He’s shrewd and 
well versed in the ways of radio. A 
canny Yorkshimman and a fl exib le, 
capable radio executive. He is a fig- 
urehead in the industry. 


Michael Connolly 

Chief Executive 
Inde pendent Radio Group 
THE MAN I most admire in radio at 
the moment is Terry Smith, chair- 
man of Emap Radio. 


David Mansfield 

Chief Executive 
Capital Radio 

RADIO HAS been the fastest grow- 
ing advertising medium over the 
past five or six years and has in- 


Richard Huntingford 

Chief Executive 
Chrysalis Radio 

I think it's vital for those who have 
been in raffio for a kmg time and who 
have worked their way to the top to 
retain a passion and enthusiasm for 
the medium. It’s so easy to become 
jaded. 

My managing director; Phil Riley 
has managed to keep his original 
love and fascination with radio. It is 
important because it keeps you on 
your toes. Combine this with strong 

lea dership and toam-H tnlriing qiial- | 

ities and you have your ideal radio 
executive. 

Tbam-buildizig skills are very im- 
portant in an industry which com- 
prises people of many natures and 
skills -the executives, the creatives, 
the engineers, the presenters ^and 
it is extremely important to be aiile 
to unite your people. 

Radio is a people industry, so any- 
one who wants to do well has to be 
good with people -you should be a 
good team leader with drive, charis- 
ma and personality. And you have - 
to be inspirationaL That’s the key. 

Interviews by 
Sally Chattekton 
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Gear up for the downshift I was slow to take charge 
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The Caterpillar Doesn’t 
Know 

by Kenneth Hey and F*eter 
Moore 

(Simon & Schuster. £20) 


SO MUCH has been written 
about the inability of busi- 
nesses to engage their work- 
forces for any significant time 
that the initial reaction to 
ibis book may be: “Oh, woe is 
me." 

But that would do it a dis- 
service. Yes, it starts with 
plenty of comment about how 
the “more, better, faster 1 * 
mentality that drove the com- 
munities of wealth through 
decades of success has now 
run headlong into a personal 
reassessment that “enough is 
enough”. But this is just by 
way of context 

The real message from 
Hey and Moore - the partners 
in the US market intelligence 
firm Inferential Focus - is not 
just that more people are ap- 
parently giving up high-flying 
careers in the search for “bal- 
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once”, but that customers of 
all sorts are expecting com- 
panies to behave differently. 

So senior executives 
should introduce greater flex- 
ibility. allowing individuals to 
continue contributing while 
spending time with their fam- 
ilies or other outside pur- 
suits. They should view this 
flexible approach as the har- 
binger of bountiful business 
opportunities. 


One of the most obvious ex- 
amples cited as evidence of 
“the new reality" is how Mc- 
Donald's trumpets its low 
cost meals while Starbuck's 
attracts queues for its pre- 
mium-priced coffees. 

One is struggling to be the 
low-cost provider in the old 
marketing game, while the 
other is offering “a reward, a 
moment of quiet, a solution in 
the context of a world out of 
control''. 

The book is not as touchy- 
feely as it sounds. Hey and 
Moore are asserting that 
companies that think they 
need only produce top-quaii- 
ty products or services risk 
missing the boat The book 
wraps its thinking in such 
phrases as “discovery solu- 
tions” and “response pur- 
chase”, but offers further 
indications of the case for re- 
sponding to individuals' 
changing priorities. 

After afi. Hey and Moore 
point out, while people 
economise on transport by 


buying second-hand cars and 
keeping them longer; they 
are also spending heavily on 
such items as prepared sal- 
ads. Between 1989 and 1996 
this market grew from $£L2m 
to $ 1.1 bn. "Consumers will 
pay for solutions,” they say. 

It is now posable to carve 
significant niches with spe- 
cialised services or products 
solving problems that did not 
exist before, such as both 
parents working long hours. 
The mark of success is to get 
there before the opposition - 
which means anticipating 
consumer trends. One of the 
keys is to realise that con- 
sumers and employees are es- 
sentially the same people. 

The book’s title comes 
from a business rethink by 
Mort Meyerson, former head 
of EDS and Perot Systems: 
“The caterpillar doesn’t know 
that hell come out as a but- 
terfly All he knows is that he’s 
alone, it’s dark, and it's a lit- 
tle scary." 

Roger Trapp 


MY BIGGEST mistake was that 
I spent so many years not 
recognising my talents. For 
most of my early working life 
I had assumed my vocation 
was to be a good secretary and 
I felt frustrated when I was not 
taken seriously. 

In my last company a pfaS- 
tics manufacturer; it dawned 
on me that I was quite a vocal 
person. I was taking on more 
and more responsibility, look- 
ing after a £Lm sales account 
and running the company’s ad- - 
vertising and marketing 
activities 

As well as that I was han- 
dling my responsibilities as 
PA to the managing director 
One evening at 7 1 looked out 
at the car parkand noticed that 
my car was the only non-com- 
pany car still there. 

The next morning I issued 
an ultimatum to my boss. Es- 
ther he gave me the job title I 
deserved and rewards to go 
with the position, or I moved 
on. I was subsequently ap- 
pointed commercial manager; 



Jan Reynolds is the 
managing director 
of Bristol match 
manufacturer 
Octavius Hunt. The 
company has 45 
staff and an annual 
turnover of £2m. 
The MoD and the 
Australian army are 
clients 
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then commercial director. I 
had a good mentor at the com- 
pany who told me: “Don't hide 
your fight underabusbeL" I left 
after 10 years because I need- 
ed anew challenge. 

I came to Octavius Hunt in 
1989 without a job description. 
I had an emply desk and my 
work evolved. There were no 
formal systems deprocedures. 
Chemring bought the compa- 
ny in 1991, but it operated au- 


tonomously They allowed their 
companies to breathe. 

I was given good advice by 
the president of an Ameri can 
account I used to look after: 

“The art of a good manager is 

to not be missed when you are 

not there." That taught me 
■about delegation. 

My promotions were grad- 
ual and not something I par- 
ticularly sought My 


so the company was produc- 
tion-led. Since Fve fcaln»n ova; 

it's been sales^ed, which is how 

it should be. 

I’ve had to become more of 
a lateral thinker and be more 
enterprising. I used to be a bit 
of a plodder but now I have to 
look beyond the immediate 
future because the company 
has to grow. 

It’s always been successful 
and profitable and the maxim, 
Tfitaitrtbrtdfle.dan’tfix it" ap- 
plies. But we want to expand 
chit research and development 
department We already man- 
ufacture smoke pesticides and 
now we want to devdop scent- 
ed smokes and security 
smokes. When the position of 
managing director was first of- 
fered to me, I took some time 
to think it oven I had always , 
seen myself as a number two. 

I thought, Tve never foiled at 
anything and I don’t intend to 
start now 1 . It was a huge re- 
sponsibflity but I've never 
looked bad: 

Rachelle Thackray 
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Investment 


BUSINESS REVIEW/7 


Fund superstars may find their lost sparkle 


i 


of the investment climate is that so 
™?y Nhly regarded profession- 
al investment managers are per- 
||fornimg very badly not justly 
p their standards but in absolute 
t«nns. Even George Soros and Ju- 
lian Robertson, the two biggest 
names in the global fund business, 
have done pretty badly over 12 
months. And there are some equal- 
ly surprising reversals of fortune in 
the UK market 

In the 12 months to the end of 
January, three of the best known eq- 
uity growth funds, Schroder UK 
terpriae (managed by Jim Cosy, 
Fidelity Special Situations (run by 
Anthony Bolton) and Gartmore UK 
Smaller Companies (run by Frank 
Manduca), produced negative re- 
turns in a period when the market 
as a whole has risen. (The Fbotsie 

up 9.4 per cent; the All-Share up 92 

per cent over the same period). 

Other well-known fond man, 
agers who have been feeling the 
draught from indifferent perfor- 


mance include Ibny Dye ofPDFM 
(the longstanding bear of Wall 
Street) and two of PerpetuaTs star 
fond managers, Stephen Whittak- 
fir and Neil Woodford. Perpetual 
being among the most successful 
omd management companies of the 
Past decade andprufing itself on its 
track record of good performance, 
its tribulations must be particularly 

gaffing. What is one to make of this 
humbling of the superstars? One 
natural reaction might be a dose of 
s&iodeitfreude. Successful invest- 
ment managers are very well pa»d 
for their labours and some people 
wiB doubtless find enjoyment in ob- 
serving such figures struggling to 
justify their com. 

Others may conclude that ftrnd 
^“anagers are no different from 
other professionals. In a high- 
pressure business, such as ftinH 
management, where there are 
plenty of keen young Turks waiting 
to fill your seat, it may be these es- 
tablished names have simply lost 
the plot But it has to be more than 


coincidence that so many of those 
who have recently lost a little of 
their lustre follow a style of in- 
vestment that has similar fea- 
tures. Several who have recently 
underperformed the market or 
their peers have one of two things 
in common. Either they have tra- 
ditionally had a bias towards small- 
er companies or their methods are 
rooted in so-called value investing 
which favours shares that appear 
cheap over shares which are grow- 
ing or moving fastBoth styles are 
out of fashion. Smaller companies 
as a class have seriously under- 
performed those of the largest 
capitalisation shares. 

And by refusing to pay what 
would be historically high prices fra: 
today's best performing shares, 
many value investors have suffered 
from foe increasingly narrow focus 
of foe market's behaviour over the 
past i8monfos to two years on just 
a few fashionable sectors. They are 
telecoms, pharmaceuticals, utili- 
ties, anything with an Internet as- 
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Poor fund manager 
performances could 
simply be a matter of 
Investment style 


sodatfon. The stock market's con- 
tinued strength, here and to a 
lesser extent in America, has now 
become dangerously concentrated 
on a handful of large and weQ-cap- 
italised companies. They operate 

in international marinate, which am 

today’s stock market darlings, but 
they trade on multiples of earnings 
and cash flow inordinately high by 
conventional standards. 

We are seeing a momentum- 
driven market that no self- 
respecting value investorcould find 
appealing. Most gain recorded by 
the Hbotsie index in the past year 
has been focused on a few com- 
panies. It is unhealthy and nor- 
malfy an indication that some 
market correction is overdue. 
While foe fund managers are 
sweating over their continued 
poor performance, what should 
their investors do? Search for a 
rival fond with a more appealing 
track record? Or wait for foe re- 
turn of better (or more no rmal) 
times? The answer is probably nei- 


ther It may be better to give more 
money to foe very good fond man- 
agers trim are having a rough time. 
History suggests that these mo- 
ments are one of the few times 
when it makes sense to look for out- 
standing individual skills. 

Although most fond managers 

never really earn their money over 

time (which is the root reason for 
putting a good chunk of your money 
mtn index-tracking funds), there are 
some exceptional talents who can 
and do justify foe fees they charge. 

The problem is that it is usual- 
ly far from easy either to spot the 
real stars in advance, or to find an 
opportunity to buy into their ex- 
pertise at a price that makes sense. 

No really exceptional profes- 
sional investors will change styles 
just because foe market is tem- 
porarily out of synch with their 
methods, so it foDows that one of the 
few times when you can profit from 
their talent is when the market ap- 
pears to have left them behind. The 
hard fact is that every genuinely 


first-class investor; from George 
Sotos and Warren Buffett down, has 
experienced periods of awful re- 
turns by comparison with foe short- 
term performances of his peers. 

It is silly to judge a profession- 
al investor by performance over 
anything less than three years. 
What matters is whether you can 
analyse the reasons for the under- 
performance and see if it is a mat- 
ter of style (which is cyclical) or 
' something fundamentally wrong. 

You can safely bet that most of 
the fallen stars will be back among 
the leaders before long. If you can 
buy into their skills at an attractive 
discount (eg through an investment 
trust such as Anthony Bolton’s Fi- 
delity Special Values), now is the 
time. 

One of foe great bargains of last 
year was the chance to buy into 
Mark M ohms’ emerging markets 
fond at a 34 per cent discount 
There will be others of similar at- 
traction as long as the current 
market conditions prevail. 


Should you invest in. . . 
information technology? 


ONE OF foe difficulties with 
assessing information technology 
stocks is that they do not form a sin- 
gle sector The bulk are split betweOTi 
electronic and electrical equipment 
■fed the catch-all support services 
sector. Most technology fund man- 
agers will also have a significant ex- 
posure to telecoms companies as 
well. 

A second problem is determining 
which IT stocks are actually going 
to make any money. “The problem 
with the market in IT stocks has 
been its predictability of earnings,” 
comments John PuIIar-Strecker, 
head of the global technology desk 
at Aberdeen Asset Management 

“If you have a slowdown in spend- 
ing on software, because that spend- 
ing has been deferred, then earnings 
are going to be very uneven.” 

But he says, ’’the key to foe IT 
sector is global development Ybu 
have to ask what does a UK compauy 
have to offer to the world, oris it just 


BY KE1RON ROOT 

going to concentrate on foe UK or 
Europe? If you are looking for global 
companies that are based in the UK 
foe obvious one is ARM Holdings. It 
produces specialist microproces- 
sors for equipment that needs low 
power. 

“The company has a global pres- 
ence although that is already 
reflected in its share price. Its tech- 
nology is not exactly unique, but 
competition is sufficiently small for 
it to hold a strong position, supply- 
ing to companies like Nokia and 
Ericsson. That is the kind of com- 
pany that is going to be successful, 
providing it can manage its growth.” 

Investors who can choose, there- 
fore. tend to concentrate on smaller 
growth stocks. “The ones that are 
particularly like that in my portfolio 
at foe moment are Royalblue and 
DCS Group,” says Nigel Thomas, 
manager of ABN Amro’s UK Growth 


Find. “Royalblue is definitely my 
best pick. It is in helpdesk and 
financial software and growing at 30 
per cent per annum. Its p/e is up 
therewith foe rest of the sector; but 
it is not exorbitant and it has just had 
some excellent figures.” 

Thomas argues that Royalblue 
has the sort of attractive market 
niche that investors should be look- 
ing foe 

“Bill Gates is on record as saying 
that the helpdesk software market 
will show annual growth at 25 to 30 
per cent for the next five years, and 
Royalblue is a major player in that 
mar ket,” he says. 

“This is software that can handle 
inquiries and link that to a client 
company’s systems. There is a gen- 
eral convergence of software and 
systems on a global scale so 
helpdesks can be based in Dublin or 
Bangalore or wherever.” 

Nigel Thomas’s other current 
star has a more specific focus. “DCS 


is more involved with software for 
financial dealers. It meets my cri- 
teria Of looking for good rampant 
that are not on excessive ratings. It 
is also important that these are not 
•blue sky* companies -you are look- 
ing at actual businesses,” he says. 

But what if you want to take a 
punt on some of Thomas’s folue sky* 
companies? “JSB Software Tech- 
nologies is an AIM stock that pro- 
vides access control software, for 
example, to dealing services to pre- 
vent dealers doing their own thing 
and it is actualfy making profits from 
a former business.” Thomas says. 

“I think foe best Internet service 
provider is Easynet [also AIM 
listed), which is a UK business but 
is also in Germany and other parts 
of Europe. 

“Its strength is that it is attack- 
ingfoe corporate market, signing up 
a client and helping them develop 
their website and then developing 
other services from there.” 



Choosing the right hi-tech stock to invest in is not chfld’s play 


Share watch 


BUY 

Nyomed Amers ham’s <386p) 
earnings should grow by 13 per 
cent during the next five years, 
says Morgan Stanley Dean Witter; 
which has upgraded foe shares 
to a strong buy, with a target price 
of 525p. Nycomed is well placed to 
benefit from foe growing tendency 
to outsource pharmaceutical 
research and development over 
the next decade, it adds. 

The industrial logic behind the 
BTR Siebe (269p) merger is 
sound, says Charles Stanley, 
and benefits will be apparent 
overtime. 

SELL 

Although WH Smith’s (52Bp) 
profits should grow strongly 
during the course of the next two 
years, it could soon be time to sell 
into strength, Henderson 
Crosth waite says. 

In the longer-term, there is a 
question mark on foe profitability 
of the High Street stores (50 per 
cent of group profit) which even 
fast-growing online services would 
onfy partly offset 
Sell South African Breweries 
(473p). says SG Equity Research, 
noting that economic and politi- 
cal risks win impact on the shares 
much more than SAB’s growth 
record in local markets. 



profit, 
no harm done. 

The Friends Provident 




Stewardship PEP aims to 
invest in companies that make 
a positive contribution to 
society, so you feel good about 
your investment without 
compromising your principles. 

Friends Provident are 
the UK* pioneers in ethical 

investment, and currently have 

ground £1 billion invested - 
more than anyone else - on 
behalf of people who want 
profit and principles- 
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So for a lump sum invest- 




■ the Earth's resources, human 

or otherwise. 

In fact, to give you an 
idea of how Stewardship has 
performed in the past, £1,000 
■ invested on 31st January 

1994 would have grown to 
£1,449 by 29th January 1999 

’ ' • ' • • 
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.*-**. . : —an average annual growth 

...'f. of 7 . 7 %”. 


ment of £1.000 or more, you ■ 
.can expect very decent tax 
free return without expl °'^ n 9 

Call D 
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Call us now. Well tell you 
all you need to know about the 
Stewardship PEP so you can 
make an informed decision. 
Remember that past 


’ . rSy * ' •, | performance is not necessarily 

a 9uide to the ,uture - 
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Barclays provides new small business customers with a dedicated manager. ITs all part of 
our tailor-made service designed to make sure all your business banking needs are satisfied. 
For a free information pack phone us now on OSOO 400 170, or ask at your local branch. 

Some telephone conversations may be recorded for training purposes. 
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Allied seems a permanent guest in the Last Chance saloon 


allied domecq has been a root- 
sie under-achiever since it was cre- 
ated 40 years ago by a merger of 
three of the leading brewers of the 
time. 

Until early January there were 
faint signs, not for the first time, that 
the retailing and spirit group was at 
last getting its act together. The 
shares edged ahead, nudging 60Qp. 

But true to form. Allied once 
again dashed hopes of a significant 
revival. A poor trading statement 
had City analysts scurrying for their 
calculators as, once again, profit 
forecasts were pulled back. 

About £590m is now expected 
this year which would compare with 
£602m in 1997. Allied management 


has turned supping in the Last 
Chance saloon into an art form -it 
has achieved the impossible, per- 
manent residence. 

Other assorted setbacks in past 
years, ranging from a £147m foreign 
exchange fiasco to the ill-timed 
Domecq acquisition, as well as an as- 
tonishing inability to grow the busi- 
ness, should have destroyed hopes 
that Allied will ever emerge as a 
Fbotsie pacesetter: 

And the group's dismal failure to 
respond to the creation of the Dia- 
geo spirits l^eraoth merely adds to 
the catalogue of management short- 
comings. 

Wise old stock market players are 
often reluctant to base a longish- 


term investment on takeover hopes. 
But Allied must be the exception, it 
hasafinearrayof^riritbrandsCBai- 
Ianfine and Tfeacher Scotch whiskies 
and Beefeater gin) and 
one of the best pub estates ia the 
country. If ever there was the 
proverbial sitting duck it is Allied. 
Indeed, but for the na ggin g market 
feeling that such a vulnerable group 
wffleventualfybetatenoutofilsmis- 
ecy, the shares would probably he 
even more depressed. 

There is just a chance that the 
chairman. Sir Christopher Hogg, will 
roll out a demerger scheme to head 
off any threatened takeover strike. 
A strong case has been made for 
splitting the group into two stand- 



DEREK 

PAIN 


alone companies, retailing (an as- 
sorimeatof franchise operations and 
the pubs) and tile dtstflitDg business. 
Allied has in the past turned its face 
against a demerger but there are 
suspicions that toe latest setback 
and the dismal share price could en- 
courage. the plan to be dusted down. 
Pumping its spirits operations into 
a similar business would be anoth- 
er fom of demerger A further pos- 
sibility is a share buyback but such 
an exercise, I think; rarefy has much 
impact on a share price - ask Hali- 
fax shareholders. 

Although a demerger would en- 
hance shareholder value it would be 
unwise to base any share purchase 
on such apossflaHyltwouIdbe even 


more daft to bankon anything spec- 
tacular on toe trading front No, the 
reason for taking a chance on Allied 

is, quite simply it wDl be shocked out 

of its slumbers fay old-fashioned 
takeover action- Bids of around 650p 

a share could be expected, against 
the dismal 482^p prevailing that now 

values the group at £5bn. 

There is little doubt toe A&ed 
parts are worth more than the 
whole. A break-up strike from a cor- 
porate raider or a joint bidw itoth e 
various parties interested in differ- 
ent parts of the group are possible 
despite the seeming protection of 
that £5bn capitalisation. 

Allied ha?? another attraction. It 
offers a 62 per cent dividend yield 


and there is no doubt Sir Christopher 
would be rather reluctant to cut toe ■ 

payout At a time of falling interest 

rates the stru^ng high yiekfeis am 
accorded spedal investment appeal 
With toe dividend expected to be 
held toe yield offers ahandypropfir 
the shares. M 

I know that over toe years AIBerifl 
hag on many occasions been tipped 
on recovery and bid hopes. And 
many commentators have said the . 
sad under-performance must one - 
day end. 

They’ve ended up with egg on 
their face. I could suffer toe same 
fate. But with the shares so near 
their 10-year low toe Allied under- 
ferment should be brought to an end. : 




Is Futureworld a 
micro economy? 


Thinking small, where investors tend to be very loyal, can lead to picking np large rewards 


Philip Meech 


IS BfiCRO investment the way ahead? 
Tbny Blair seems to think so. In a 
speechto toe National CouncOofVol- 
untaiy Organisations earlier this 
yean the Prime Minister praised the 
b enefits of “credit unions, communi- 
ty loan funds, development trusts and 
social hanks Kfa» the IHodos Bank'’. 

Micro what? Malcolm lynch, a so- 
licitor who specialises in the ex- 

plains: This is a growing sector 
which offers the ethically and eco- 
logically minded the chance to invest 
across a spectrum erf projects. Some 
offer a high social [as opposed to fi- 
nancial} return, others compete 
a gainst- non-ethical alternatives." 

Unlike unit trusts or bank deposit 
accounts, these are not standard re- 
tail investments. Most either give 
poorer returns or are far riskier 

‘‘You should invest in these only 
whenyou have satisfied your other fi- 
nancial needs such as pension prti- 
vision, or income," says Mr Lynch. 

Some are provident mutual soci- 
eties, which sell “shares” giving 
member status to their owners, in- 
chiding the right to vote and influoice 
policy 

The Aston Reinvestment Trust, for 
example, has already raised £800,000 
against a target of £3.5zn by 3000. Ihu 
can invest £250 to £20,000, with 90 days’ 
notice needed to withdraw your cash. 


By Iain morse 

ART relends in the Aston area, pro- 
viding capital for business start-ups 
and community projects. 

The Sheffie l d Employment Bond 
aims to raise £3m and requires a min- 
imum deposit of £100. The interest 
is invested in creating jobs in Leeds 
and investors are guaranteed aretum 
of their capital after five years. 

The Wind FUnd, sponsored fayTri- 
odos Bank, is an ecological fund that 
aims to finance the development of 
electricity using wind-driven tur- 
bines. The fund has already paid for 
turbines in Scotland and Cumbria. 

Simon Jenkins of Tkiodos Bank 
says: These investments are about 
putting your money where your 
mouth is. It attracts those who want 
a dose relationship with the firms 
or other enterprises they are invest- 
ing in.” 

Elsewhere, Parry People’s 
Movers, set up by an engineer; John 
Parry, to develop cheap urban trans- 
port for large Third Warid cities, now 
has shares traded on Ofex. This is an 
exchange for shares in smal l, un- 
quoted firms seeing private venture 

ra ptfal 

“Vfe have a very loyal band of in- 
vestors," says Mr Pany. “They have 
complete and open access to our fac- 


tory whenever they wish. Many also 
offer to help toe firm in small ways, . 
fay making a visit here or gathering 
some information there. 

“Projects of this kind need a little 
more thought than is normal when 
you make an investment You balance 
narrowly defined prospects of fi- 
nancial gain or loss, with far broad- 
er moral considerations. . 

These often come down to the-; 
simple question: what Mod o£ world - 1 . 
do you want to live in?" 

There are also signs that a new- 
distinct group of ethically and ecu- fl 
logically minded entrepreneurs are 
seeking funds from like-minded in- 
vestors often by offering shares in pri- 
vately owned, unlisted companies, 

Jamie Hartzell, a director of the 
Ethical Property Company says: ' 
“We are seeking investors to finance. - 
the development of office and busi-. . 
ness centres for the voluntary and oo- ^ . 
operative sectors. . ..*5; 

“Our management style is faran£- 
parent; we are trying to offer an eth- j 
ical property investment paying: . 
dividends and offering capital growth, j 
while at the same time charging low 1 
and flexible rents to our tenants.” 
MolcobnLynch, 0113 2429600; Aston 
Reinvestment Trust, 0221 3592444; 
SheffiddErn^oymentBond,0114275 
5721; Triodos Bank, 0117 973 9339 


EUROPEAN 


PEP 


Europe’s No.l 

For your last PEP, choose the top performer. 

You only haw until April to Invest lo your last ever PEP. And what better than to choose the No.1* PEP in its sector? 

The Scottish Widows European PEP. 

This Ls an outstanding opportunity to make your money grow. As you can see from our top performance in the table below, 
had you been abte to invest £6,000 in the PEP In January 1989. your savings would have been worth £36,169 ten jfeirs later. 

Whether vou warn to make a new Investment or transfer an existing PEP, make sure you don’t mte die chance . • 

. A 

to invert in Europe’s No.1. Just call us now* or return the coupon for further details. * 



invested, 1.I.S9 - 



i Unit Trust 

* 


: Scottish Widows European 

36,169 


1 INAtSCO European Gnmth 

35J22 

J 

- Fhldin European Oppurtunhle* 

34S18 

A 

! Cinnun; European Sdcct Opportunities 

UM2 

j Ils!V liUO Lurupejn Smaller ConipuJra 

34341 


i Frtcndv Provident European Growth 

34.405 


lupltcr European 

33.7S1 


- i Rinal Si Sun .MlUnec European 

33,14b 

HP 

j 1 lizard Europcun Growth 

32.9&J 


■ Thro jJnenllc European Growth 1 

S2J34 


‘’■ainr. SunJmvl A IWi MtcrcptL Si PEPi tp»ur»r» CHfa to Wprtct»,prm Lata***. 
iTOSnt Iinfng Unli Tnm jroic fa* path* mmr 1, im mvmiiih rga Id* m iWhm 


2% discount on new lump sums 
and transfers before 5 April 1999 


For further details, return che coupon or call 

0345 6789 10 

and quote ref no. 448DZ3 
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The Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP 


Transfer 


Transfer your existing PEPs into the low cost All-Share 


Index-Tracking PEP that has performed the best*. 


Just take a look at the table 


below. Performance consistently 


this good is a strong argument 


for transferring your existing 


PEPs into the Legal & General 


Index-Tracking PEP. 


In fact £50,000 transferred into 


the Legal & General Index- 


Invesunenr Returns 

•jioc.c Uitk.Ii 10 £vJ) vv 



°-50% 74.83% 



Tracking PEP at launch would 


now be worth £87,415’ compared 


to fust £78,980’ in the average UK 


Growth & Income Unit Trust. 


Better still we will let you transfer 


for tree* - so that all of your 


money is invested from the outset 


to maximise your growth potential. 


And with an annual management 


fee of just 0.5% you’re sure to 


enjoy great value for money. 


Transferring your 


existing PEPs will 


not affect your PEP allocation for 


the year - leaving you free, if you 


wish, to invest any unused part of 


your £6,000 general PEP allowance 


the All-Share Index-Tracking 


PEP that has performed the best*. 


No 

miri.il c h.trji: 
n.SV-:; A'uni.i- 

m-JTKi&t.ITK itl 


withdraw:!! fee 


Find out more now 


call freephone 


0500 11 66 22 


For your protection, cattf 


randomly mouicored. 


Ptease quote r& D19DH5 


llsif our in* *#* «* 


Now 


Take advantage of Legal & General’s 


low charges -Transfer Now 


Vpc I wonkl like more information about die Le&4 & General Index-Tracklm Pn» 
± V^v3 P ts ra- legal & General OJirea) LinwtaL FREEPOST SWC&Kk Cardiff CF1 1YW * 
if you already have any PEP Inviestment please rick here O 


Surname fMn'Mr&'iltss/Ms 


Oa^ of birth 


Tel. /vo Home. 


Trf.V* Work 


Unit Tsi m - 




JOOISi2VOKA'l«uOT 


criemtoc&cdbj iTO ^ Gctk^ .^ rop ow^nnio Ita we bdirw nay be rf bwhi 101 ™. ff ** + 

to niYM L3ctfuS^‘ ttfcoed fcn fe k nm !ui picoc OA boc □ pvvfcr not 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

\Vcdne«fay 3 Marel, lg9g 


— S1 SAVlX.^^g 


A « e ^ SS BRANCH ACOUNTS 

l,ga » rT UTMl 


0645 7104010 Th^ 


u!ix«silil 

felSg il 
urtpa 


450% 450% 



■a ircfrrt £500 4.30% 4.35% 1 


-=^ a™ £500 4.75% 4 75* 

POiI S2 accounts - NO NOTICE 

~ 01438 74450(1 575% 5.75% Yly 

““ W 

0 jS?I)£ E ^SS2?r riNrrs AND bon jds 

5 to£ 5 5 ^ -* L-mogg am sm 


0345 555657 




IWlIFVAi'Am :> 


0800 0726738 AJbtofl aatu instant 





Lambeth BS 


LGOEiuIIul 


0600 225221 
■0800 378836B 


01246202055 


01481 726885 Offshore BO 
01481 714600 Offshore 90 


Countrywide Assured 


0800 838020 
0800 838020 


Hwang Bonus *e.t 10 / 4/99 


3 Month. 


£10.000 420% 


£25,000 4.45% 


£50,000 4.95% 


£2.000 455% 


£25.000 520% 


£1.000 425% 4 . «* 

£5,000 525% 5.35% 

£5,000 5.00% 5.00% 


£10.000 425% 4 3«tt 


£5.000 5-55%F 555% 


£2.001 5.50%f 5m 


£1.000 6.00%f 6.00% 


£5,000 5-75%F 5.75% 


£100 6m 6.85% 


£25 


£9.000 6.95% 6.95% 


£9,000 6.95% 6.95% YN 
“ 675% 6.75% Yly 


£10,000 6. 


£10.000 6.95% 655% 


£10.000 3.90%FN 


£10,000 4.00% FN 


£10.000 420%™ 


£10.000 4.10%FN 


. 

£2.500 350% 1 




FIRST OPTTOK BONDS 


PH1SI0MEBS GUARANTEED INCOME BOND Series 8 


49th ISSUE 


15TH HDEX-UMKED (tax tree) 


CHfLOfiETS BONO tame Mftax free) 


12 Month £1.000 4.50%F 


£20,000 4.75%F 


5Mar £500 425%F 


5 Year £100 325%F 


£100 1.65%F + 

inflation 


5 fear £25 . 425%F 


AER* Annual Equivalent Rale. B-Opermled by post and telephone. F-FIxed rate fall other rates arc variable*. N=Nei rale. 
QM*Tn< trust paid on maturity P-Openttedhy post. T- Operated by telep h o n e. All rates adbjetl to change without notice. 
Please chuck all rates and tana before investing. All rales (except Gua ra nt eed Income Bonds; are shown gross. 

Figures corn pik’d on; 2Znd February |M 

Source: Moneylfects 


BUSINESS REVIEW/9 


Critical in \ i ss Cover 


Monthly premiums tor E5Q.QQ0 SOT assured for 25 years, non smokers 

El WOMEI 



Bi.st Borrowers Rates 


MORTGAGES 

FIXED RATES - WITHOUT REDEMPTION TIE-IN 

TElfPMBf HATE PERIOD IU FEE IBCEZTIYE UUMP1 

LT» 


ACE 41 

Scottish Prorideot 40.16 


2320 


23.52 


& Garni 2 


24.80 


in » 

Scottish Previdest 31.35 


TELEPSOBS BATE PERIOD IU FEE IBCEXTIYE UUHPTIOH 

tnr PERntrr 

Matkmtide BS 0800 302010 5.39% 2 years 90% £95 Fteft^of valuation ftt i a Jyts-WmnnUB interest 


Leeds ft HoBecfc BS0800 0725726 459% 1.5.02 


West BroawicbBS 0121 5806404 525% 30.4.04 95% £295 free ASu to i year igsyrc 5%Dfsum?pw 


FIXED RATES - WITH REDEMPTION TIE-IN 

Northern Bock 0845 6050500 3.49% 01.4.01 95% £295 F« ASU to G monte & Ms up tcSyis 6^.DJammp 

to90%~noMP -ad 


ScatannsbBS 0990133149 190% 3 years 95% £295 


BristolftWest 


119955 5.25% 



UE U 

Scottish Prnwtevt 58.98 


BVPA 


UE U 

Zurich Life 


capped rates 

BristoiftWest 0800119955 4.55% 01.4.01 90% £295 Advances lcbkv 

-nofMPl 


Hasty Earn BS 01782255150 4.95% 31.1.02 95% £295 - 



Scarborough BS 


133149 5.65% 4 years 95% 


1 st $ yeat b% ot sum repaid 


id 28.2 W 45%cf sum repaid 


to 31 .344 J 5V of aim repaid 


1ft 5 jra - 120 days m eras 


1st 4 yrs S°b of aim repaid 


5825 


Source: Term Direct 


COMm.SORV Rl KM HAS! 


£100.000 purchase, guaranteed five years, monthly In advance 

LEVEL 

SINGLE LIFE 

KALE M MALE IS MALE 7B 

Friends Pnnteut 7,841 1925 10.396 


Ufe 7.579 


Coventry BS 


Scarborough BS 


Derbyshire BS 


FIRST-TIME BUYERS (VARIABLE UNLESS SHOWN) 

0345 665522 3.55%R 31.5.01 95% £295 Advs up to SO* - no Up 0 31.504.12-6 mortis in 


133149 420% 3 years 95% - 


£300 cash reft® 


D1 332 841000 5.40%R 5 years 95% £125 £250 rebate, fee refunded merest to end of montfi 

ft up to 90%- no MP 


Fried ds Provided 


FEBILf 10 

7,092 


Finn ■■ 

7.892 


205 


10.010 


FEMALE 70 

9,039 


Rortbera Rock 0845 


West Bromwich BS 0121 


Halifax 0800 


VARIABLE DISCOUNTED RATES 

08456050500 3.30% 01.04.01 95% - Retold am. 6 nxntt 


Retold «Al 6 mentis free 1 st 6yrs 5-3% of non repaid 
ASU & up to 90% -no up 


JOINT UFE. 2/3 WIDOWS BENEFIT 

MALE M MALE (5 MALE 70 

FEMALE 19 FEMALE H FEMALE BS 

Frieads Provident 6.598 7.190 8,004 


6,566 


6 


INDEX-LINKED 

SINGLE LIFE 

■All U MALE 99 MAU 70 


HortberoRock 


PhotteALnan 

(Ttrfcdrira Bank] 


4.45%R 3 years 85% £295 £250 rebate, toe MP ft raSyrare 5% of ram repaid 
tree ASU to l year 


0800 203049 4.95% 30.4.04 90% - No MP ft remtgs free vatuattonto 3D 4,06. 3- VW advance 

& togat less 


UNSECURED PERSONAL LOANS 

APR FIIIS HORTHUr PAYMENT OS C5.BD0 FOR 3 TEARS 

0345421421 9.3% H With Insurance 181.67 No insurance £164.19 


13B6898 11.9% With Insurance 183.40 




12.2% D With Insurance 182.34 


OVERDRAFTS 


Noinsuraice £164.61 


No insurance £165.22 


ACCOBST 

ABrancs A Leicester 0500 959595 AHance 


AUTHORISED 
XPM APR 


smothorheo 

*PM APR 


Son life 


Standard Ufe 


Piudeafial 


Canada Life 


6.718 


6.700 


6.636 


FEMALE IS 

5,673 


5.662 


5.621 


FEMALE 71 

6,697 


6.800 


6.814 


CARDS 

STANDARD 


RE IRTEREIT Mil 

PA nti PERIOD DOT COM t 


Prudential 


Equitable Life 


Sm life 


JOINT LIFE. 2/3 WIDOW S BENEFIT 

MALE M MAU IS MAU 71 

FEMALE SS FEMALE BO FEMALE BS 

iaf 4,645 5,225 5,986 


e Ufe 4,554 5,149 5,955 


4.170 4,944 5^97 


Source: Annuity Direct 


People’s Bask Connecticut 


Co-operative Bank 


HViil.V1til.Vl 


0800126000 


Advantage Visa 0.48% N 5.90% N Nil 


Mastercard/ Visa 0.56%N 6.90%N N9 56da 


0.565% N 6.90% N Nil 56 da 1 





Co r po k ati. Ronds 


Aberdeen 


Schraders 


Jitter 


ft Pres 


MoeaiT 


6BnnsFtobt 


Inc 8.50 


flxedht 8J20 


European 8.00 


Yield 953 


Yield 750 


Cap Bond 6.60 


Bond 625 


lx 6 . 16 - 


MoneyhWr 6.17 


HWiYSeW 6.13 


Value Bond 4.97 


TAEIET RISE 
TTF1B. % IATIRE 

8.50 L/M 


fit CHARGE ARIUAL 



Source: Baronsworth Investment Services 


Mastercard /Visa 0.56% N 6.90% N OS 56 


STORE CARDS 


PATMEIT BY DIRECT DEBIT 
%PM MAPI 


PATMEIT BY OTHER METHDRS 
%PM %&PB 


Jobs Lewis 


Maries & Spencer 


Va store 


01244 681681 


Via store 


ASU ^Accident, sickness and nDemptoymenl msuranoe. B+C=Bufltfings and contents insurance: eom=end of month. 
D=AOnimnm sge 22 years. H= If no Insurance arranged APR ltyj. N-fatroductoiy rate for a limited period. R= Rale wef 
LS^9. U=Unemployment insurance. MIP= Mortgage indemnity premium. AQ rates subject to change without notica Please 
check all rates before borrowing. 

Figures compiled otu 22 nd Fhbnmiy 19» Source: MoneyFlactS 







UNIT TR 1 STS 


(>6 22 


.Ureses V* 


stoW ** ’ 
me*****#’’ 


CScriH'^ 


BEST PERFORMING 

C\TR ONE 1*EAR 

Lump. Cash init £1,000.00, Off-Bid, Net Income 


HARK BRIT TRDCT/OEIC 


Americas 


CAIR 

1,80555 



TU European 1.3ffi-61 

WORST PERFORMING 

fiovett Latin America 529.67 






Latin American Cl A 496-70 


Scot WMbws Utia Americas 


Mean/ Count 999^1542 

BEST PERFORMING 

WEB THREE YEARS 

ORIT TRBTT OEIC “** 

Fidetttv American 


THE 

IMVESCO ST Eurunean Growth 2,276. g1_ 

Jupiter UK Growth Eianipt 2.263-71 

Baring German Growth 2,157.79 

WORST PERFORMING 

MftG Gold 387 f 9 — 

Laard Pacific Growth .. 385 81 

tortarore Gold & int Resources 

SAP Sold ft Exploration 

Bid Mutual Thailand 227.14 

tfeao/Coent 1 ^7359/1 

BEST PERFORMING 

<A'CR FtVf YEARS 


387.89 

385.81 


38057 


256.48 

227.14 

1,27359/1366 



IKVESCQ CT Europe an Growth^ ^ 

1 Edinburgh Mortb American Cl i 3.046.. 

WORST PERFORMING 

Fifinbui trtt Latin American C1B W59 

U r ..;. r.i A 343.05 


n^'AMricw 3513.14 

fiA Worth Atnarican Growth 3,410.48 

Aberdeen Pro! Technology 


3.394.94 


3.115.59 

3.046.54 



2,848.07/763 


„ Standard & Fto««ffBaoPg 



94 95 96 97 98 99 


EDINBURGH 
LATIN AMERICAN 
Worst unnuua over five years 



I N \ I STM I. N T T RUSTS 


BEST PERFORMING 

OVER ONE YEAR 

mitnl £ 1,000 lump sum, mid-price to mid-price 

rark iiTimtnrr trost cash 

1 German SmOrCnVts 2,53051 


Dartmoor Wts 1,66154 


J. Fry Euro OfU Ord (2004) 1 .614.93 

WORST PERFORMING 
Tea Plantations Wts 164.18 


Latin America Wts 162.16 


Rrst Russian Frontiers Wts 1 25.58 


Gift 1 
Wts 

Mean/c omit 948^5/503 

BEST PERFORMING 

OVER THREE YEARS 

IRT O TM U T TBOET CASH 

Flearin Inc ft Gth-Cap fZOOOlW 9.1 66.E 


Wts 


Cap (2004) 5.161.73 


Extra Inc Wts 5.142.86 


Dartmoor Wts 4.909.09 

WORST PERFORMING 

Aberdeen Hew Dawn B Wts 67.80 


Pacific Assets Wts 45.45 



424 

Fleming Japanese Wts 

0.58 


Hean/Count 

1(30^41/424 


BEST PERFORMING 


OYER FIVE YEARS 


BAH 

IBVUTMEBT TBUST 

USB 

1 

Ftemfinte Dwat-Can (1999) 

' 5J01J7 


For ft Col 


Joptfer Primadma Growth 


IZEEUI 

SETITm- 


WORST PERFORMING 

Aberdeaa Mew Dawn B Wts 


4.081.41 


3.184.19 


3.112.19 


Perpetual Japanese Wts -38.46 


Bfwpwi Jji ia an tf Vh 0.45 

Ifean/CoHBt 1.37WT7/307 

BEST PERFORMING 

OX'ER TEN YEARS 

onrtrrutrr tkost case 

For ft Cui Enterprise 





8 


7.067.29 


6. 


3488J6/119 


prrmn 


Cadmrer 


JNpil* Primadana Growth 


ffigtats ft lsssesTsc (2001) 
toean/Coant W 

WORST PERFORMING 
For ft Col Emerdu Mmfcets 


Gifford Shin 


.79 


Shares 612.49 


363. 


IMVESCO Enterprise 31428 


Kean/Coont 3,0885^119 


Source: Standard & Poors/Mieropal 





FRAMLINGTON 
DUAL CAP (1999) 
Best investmem trust over five years 
940 840 


-actual 
700— — 




BERDEEN NEW DA 
B WARRANTS 
Worst Investment trust over five years 
150 



“actual 
| “class 
I— | average 

94 95 96 97 


European m nos 


BEST PERFORMING UNIT TRUSTS 

Initial £1.000 lump sum. offer to bid basis 

ONE YEAR TUBS YEARS 


SUE ESBOPEAI WIT TIOETf/VElCI CUB 

1 Baring 6erman Growth 1.566.32 


IMVESCO GT European Growth 1,363.46 


1.362.61 


EWOPEAI OEITTHDITVOEICI CAW 

TU European 2,389.80 


IMVESCO GT European Growth 2,276.61 


Baring German Growth 2.157.79 


1BVESC0 GT European Sml Cos 1.31 5. 43 Newton European 


2.054.05 



Govett Earopean Strategy 1.258.08 6artmore European Select Ops 1.937.52 
WORST PERFORMING UNIT TRUSTS 

ONE YEAR THREE YEARS 

UII EWOPEAH BUT TWITS/DEICS CASH EBBDPEAB WIT TBDCTWOEICS CASH MBS 

126 Dresdaer RCM European Pmr 938.83 IMVESCO GT European Egty ft Bdl. 301 .89 112 


127 Bafflle Hflord Earn Sm Cos 937.47 Schroder European Smaller Cnsl.265. 12 113 


Smaller Cos 935.86 Schroder Inst European Sml Cosl.251.86 114 


129 Baring Europe Select 935.48 Framfiagton Conti Smllr Cos 1.154.51 115 


130 Old Mutual European 914.27 Stewart I 


131 St James’s PI Becovery 881.99 BaBIie Gifford Euro Sm Cos 1,081.53 117 

Mean/Cont 1,099.13/131 Uean/Comt 1^3158/117 


EUROPEAN GENERAL INVESTMENT TRUSTS 

Initial £1000 lump sum. mid- price to mid-price 

ORE YEAR THREE YEARS 

SAW EBIBPEAB rmSTMCBT TBDSTS USB EBBDPEAB IBVESTVEBT TBBSTS CASB 

Perpetual European 1,280.52 Henderson Eunrtmst Units 2.159.72 


Hendersen Enretrnst Bolts 1.275.13 Perpetual European 2,033.03 


1,185.33 Charter E 


Gartansre European 1,182.52 Bartmore European 


1.136.63 TR European Growth 


Fledgeling 1.135 23 For ft Col Enretrnst 1.702.75 


1,097.96 Heronry Euro Privatisation 1,695.02 


a Growth 1,097.55 Matin Carrie 


Charter European Trust 



8 TR Earopean Growth 


10 Mercom Em Privatisation 


12 Nean/Comt 




1.702.75 


1.689.95 


1,591.54 


1.062.49 Fidi 


1,132.99/12 MeaWComrt 




1,73349 12 


Source: Standard & Poors/Mi cropal 


PERMANENT INTEREST- BEARING SHARES 



PERPETUL SWMSflUTEl ENDS CDOPOB (grow. *| MIIIMDU (E| PRICE (piiu) TfEU (gins. K) 



Bristol and 


Rode 


Source: Greenwich NatWest 



















































































































































































EMOS invite Europe'S Top Graduates and Eariy-Career Professionals to interview with world class corporations. Euromanagers •Eurengmeers is a unique event where international 
companies recruit for pan-european positions. If you are a high academic achiever, ouststandlng hi terms of intellectual and interpersonal skills, international minded, avaible for 
employement in 1999 _ , , 

Apply on-line before 26 March 1999 on 

(->) www.emdsnet.com/euromanagers 

If you prefer a printed application form or if you need any further information, you are welcome to contact us at EMDS International 15, me Blanche B--1050 Brussels Belgium, 
fax : 32-2-538-62-32 - e-mail : euramanagers@emds.be 


Recruiters in 1998 an 


or 1999 INCLU 


ABN Amra Bank - adidas - Salomon AG - Amadeus - American Management Systems (AMS) - Andersen Consulting - Arthur Andersen - Audi AG - Barclays PL£ - Barilla Alimentare 
Bayer AG - Berner - Bertelsmann AG - BMW - Booz*Alten & Hamilton - BP - BT - CERN - Commerzbank - Daikin Europe - DaimlerChrysler - Decathlon - Deloitte & Touche Consulting 
Group - Deutsche Bank - Deutsche Morgan Grenfell - Dresdner Kleinwort Benson - Du Pont de Nemours - Ericsson Systems Expertise - European Investment Bank - Groupe Schneider 
Heila KG Hueck & Co. - Henkel - Hermes Europe Railtel - Hewlett-Packard - HSBC - 1 CI - 1 NG Group - Ingram Micro - Kimberly-dark Europe ■ L'Oreal - Levi Strauss Europe Middle East 
Africa - Lucent Technologies - Mannesmann Sachs / Rexroth - McKinsey & Company -Meritor Automotive - Metallgesellschaft - Mitchell Madison Group - National Semiconductor 
Omnite! Pronto Italia - Pechiney - PetroFina - Philip Morris European Union Region - Philips - Pinault Printemps Redoute - Procter & Gamble - Proton World InL - Reuters RWE AG 
SAP - 5 CA Hygiene Products - Scottish & Newcastle - Shell Services International - Siemens Semiconductors - Soo'ete Generate - Sony Europe - Total - Toyota Motor Europe - UCB 
Group - Valeo - Volkswagen AG - Walt Disney Company - WestLB 


*THE INDEPENDENT 


MAKE 


MOST 



CPS 


CROWN PROSECUTION SERVICE 
SOUTH EAST AREA 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 

CROWN PROSECUTORS 
(LEVEL C PAYBAND Cl AND C2) 


Cl salary - £18,819 rising to £22£35 per annum 
C2 salary - £22,960 rising to £33,162 per annum 

The Crown Prosecution Service is the Government Department responsible for the prosecution of 
criminal cases in Magistrates' and Crown Courts in England and Wales. 

We are seeking' to recruit lawyers to fill a number of Crown Prosecutor vacancies in branches in Sussex, 
Kent and Hampshire on a permanent basis. Candidates who are approved by the selection panel but not 
appointed to a current vacancy will be placed on a waiting list and may be offered future appointments on 
a permanent or temporary basis as additional vacancies arise. Both full and part-time posts are available 
and a flexible working hours scheme is in position. 

As a Crown Prosecutor you will review and. where appropriate, prosecute criminal cases. You will also 
advise the police on matters relating to criminal cases. In each case you review, you will consider whether 
there is sufficient evidence and. if there is, whether the public interest requires a prosecution. 

Details of the competences required for the Level C posts are contained in the application pack. 
Generally, applicants will need excellent advocacy and organisational skills, together with the ability to 
work effectively within a team. Sound judgement and the capacity to work under pressure are essential. 

Applicants will require at least 2 years post qualification experience in criminal law to be considered for 
Level C2 posts. Ibis together with the individual^ knowledge and skill levels will determine whether 
they are considered for appointment to Level Cl or C2. 

For further information and an application form please telephone Rebecca Phillips on 01483 882631 or 
Dunna FI any on 01483 882636. 

Completed applications must be received by 8th March 1999. Interviews wiD take place during April *99. 

The Crown Prosecution Service is an Equal Opportunities Employer and positively encourages applications 
from suitably qualified/eligible people regardless of sex, race and .disability. 

A 

Crown Prosecution Service - Working in the interests of justice 


THE INDEPENDENT 

TOM 

VASSOS 

AUTHOR OF 

'Strategic Internet Marketing’ 



WILL PRESENT A HALF DAY SEMINAR 
IN LONDON ON 

WEDNESDAY 21st APRIL 1999 

Tom Vassos is back in Europe to deliver his highly 
acclaimed seminar on Internet marketing 
strategy. Tom is a globally renowned Internet 
authority and travels the world speaking at major 
Open Systems and Internet conferences. This 
seminar is a 'must' for ail those Involved in sales 
and marketing and interested in website 
development. You will learn the five phases of 
business transformation with up-to-date 
examples and leam how to implement your own 
leading edge applications. 

Don't miss it! This will run from 1.00 - 5.30 pm 
with lunch served from 1.00 - 2.00 pm. 

Location: IBM Southbank, 76 Upper Ground, 
London SE1. 

Tickets are £95 including lunch. 

For further information or to book your place call 
Jane Stephenson on Freefone 0800 9176534 

Or e-mail janejsa@indigo.ie 


We Need the Best LT. 

Trainers in the UK 
Are You One of Them? 

Arc you a motivated individual interest in 
earning £1.000 a week? Then wc have work for 
you. We need top quality trainers able to 
conduct Microsoft Office training right across 
the UK for a major client. If you are prepared 
to travel then that's a bonus. 

Course materials and room setups will be 
provided for you and we will pay all 
appropriate expenses. In return, you will 
deliver the training to a high standard and for 
each day you train, we will pay you OXI. 

How much training will you be expected to 
take? That's entirely up to you. Whether you 
can take a 1-day course once a month, once a 
week. 5 days a week or want to vaiy jour 
workload between concentrated burets and 
slack periods, we can work with you. 

What you rtiust do is demonstrale to us that 
you are good at what you do. We're especially 
interested in Microsoft Certified Trainers but 
other good trainers should apply. 

We re building a task force of people like you 
that will provide a high quality sere-ice to a 
U.K. clientele. We want the very best trainers 
who aren't afraid of hard work and are reliable. 

If you're up to this challenge and you want to 
be a part of our team then we need to hear 
from you straight away. Email your CV now to 
ukra5kforcetaeliietraining.com or send it to: 

DepL. 27. Elite Training Services Ltd, Lindsay 
House. 10 Callender Street. Belfast. BT1 5BN 

elitetrainina 
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CAREER 


EVENT 


Risk Manager 


Africa, Middle East & South Asia 

We are a large international bank with operations 
in Africa, Middle East and South Asia. We are looking 
to recruit a Risk Manager with a minimum of 
10 years experience within a Treasury environment 
in this region. 

The successful candidate will have: 

• a strong mathematical background and thorough 
knowledge of risk concepts such as VAR. 
LER etc 

• experience of implementing systems to measure 
and monitor market risk 

• the ability to travel extensively to implement 
best practice Risk Control practices, systems and 
IT solutions across the region 

Salary will be at market levels with typical banking 
benefits. 

To apply; please send full CV co PO Box 13020, The Independent, 
Classified Recruitment, 17th Floor, 1 Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 SDL. Please respond by 31st March 1999. 
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SERENUS 

BRAND DEVELOPMENT 
EXECUTIVE 

' Salary + Car + Mobile Telephone 

Serenus International Limited, a rapidly expanding 
brand development consultancy in the alcoholic 
beverage industry based in Docklands, is looking 
for a Brand Development Executive to join its 
highly professional sales team. 

The role will be to develop sales and distribution of 
the range of products in key on and off trade 
accounts throughout the UK. Responsibilities to 
Include presenting products to key wholesalers, 
sales teams and bar staff; organising and 
implementing tailor-made promotions for 
customers and samplings for trade and consumers. 

The ideal candidate will be pro-active, well 
organised and a strong communicator. The person 
should be well presented at all times and be free to 
travel. Conversational French an advantage. 

Please send your CV and salary details in the 
first instance to the Sales & Marketing 
Director on 0171 536 0360 or telephone on 
0171 536 0361. 

No Agencies 


APPOINTMENTS DIARY 


Monday 

fT. Science, Engineering 
Tuesday 

Media. Marketing Safes 


Wednesday 

France, L^al, Secretarial 

Thursday 

Education, Graduate 


Sunday 

Public, General 


imwirninnjl with a roapgiuvc remnnetaaon 


AmlkaraxLS wall full conicuhnn riue, quxrag referatce 
number 99IND to PO Bax 13026, The Independent, One 
s tpumt, Cray Wharf. London. EH 5DL 


Green Une Investor Services, wholly owned by 
The Toronto-Dominion Financial Group is seeking 
exceptional personnel to support thm aggrewh-e expansion 
in the U.K. Ranked as one of [he world steading execution 
only brokers. Green Line continues its global expandon with 
the recent acquisition of Sharemarket. one of the UKs 
leading execution only brokers. 

Located in Manchester, we currently have career 
opportunities for the following positions: 

- Registered Securities Representatives 

• Trainee Dealers 

• Customer Services Supervisor 

• Customer Services Representatives 
■ Business Development Officers 

If you have the skills, ambition and drive to succeed and wish 
to join an organisation with the experience, technology and 
size to become a trulydobaJ player, lax or send >nur CV' to.- 
Sharemarket, 201 Deansgate. Manchester M3 3NVV 
Fax: 0161 819 6399 


FINANCIAL SERVICES...SALES 
(High OXE.) 

Throughout the U.K. our major clients seek 


) a iHTTTki 


(Min FPC 1 & 2) 

Basic salary up to £24,000 plus Car. 
High O.T.E. 

We also seek Broker/Consultants, 
Mortgage Advisers, Telesales staff, 
support staff and LEA/s 
Opportunities also available for “ Trainees’ 

DJXR. Recruitment 
Teh 0171 355 4629 
Fax: 0171 499 4462 


Experienced Analyst 

A major international investment bank 
seeks an experienced analyst to work 
within its London office, The candidate 
must have the following: degree in a 
finance or economics related subject; 
professional economic market experience; 
experience of the analytical and 
quantitative markets. Particularly first 
hand knowledge of and experience in 
emerging markets in Eastern Europe 
and/or Southern Africa; proven skills in 
analytical research and report writing. 
Fluency in foreign languages would be 
advantageous. Compensation will be 
commensurate with experience, starting at 
£27,000 per annum. Please send your CV 
and details to Box number 13024. 


INTERNATIONAL BANK require 

SYSTEMS ANALYST u> work within ■ >u 

Equities Trading Group 


The succesful applicant will have Doctorate 
level research experience in mathematical 
modelling and calculus. The ability to manage 
system enhancements, develop new 
techniques and concepts and provide highly 
complex models for use within a live 
environment is vital for this role. The salary 
offered is commensurate with experience. 


CV to R(>. Box 2 10 15 A. Islington. 
London \ l 2XQ 


GENERAL MANAGER 

Salary - £100,000 phxs benefits 
Required for London Branch of a Middle Eastern 
bank. The successful applicant will be responsible for 
marketing the bank's products and sendees with a 
view to enhancing portfolios, increasing deposits, 
extending credit facilities and ensuring satisfactory 
customer service in addition to supervising up to 40 
staff and chairing the Credit Committee. 
Applicants should have a relevant degree, 8+ years’ 
banking management experience and be fluent in 
English and Arabic. 

Apply in writing with CV to Box No. 18025 at 
The Independent, 17th Floor. 

One Canada Square, London E14 5DL 


FINANCIAL 

ACCOUNTANT 

Controller Revisor speaks English, 
German, Spanish Is looking for new 
project or permanent assignment in 
Europe or Overseas. 



Phone in Germany: 

00 49 6181 250330 




INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT BANK 

Requires 

CAPITAL MARKETS ASSOCIATE 

To provide support for corporate clients. 
Responsibilities will include quantitative 
analysis, originating and executing transactions 
and evaluating fixed-income markets. The 
successful candidate will possess a minimum 
degree level education coupled with at least 2 
years directly relevant experience within a 
capital markets environment. The salary 
offered is commensurate with experience. If you 
possess the skills required for this position, 
please send your CV to PO Bax 2 1016 A, 
Islington N 12 2KQ. 




















Finance 


BUSINESS REVIEW/11 


Who’s going to miss a tiny little million? 


every MORNING for the past 
weg k» 1 have woken up at 6am, 
convinced that what has roused me 
was not my alarm clock but the 
front door being kicked in, 

! I've even stopped ordering 
defiv^ pizzas; that way I know that 
if the door-bell rings it's either 
Jehovah’s "Witnesses or the fraud 
squad - and who wants to speak to 
any of them? 

This is not mere paranoia, I'd like 
to point out After all, I did spend 
hours and hours sitting next to the 
ghastly Neil on the way back from 
New York, the same ghastly Neil 
who was picked up for questioning 
at the airport by men in rumpled 
grey suits. If rd listened to a word 


he’d said on the journey, instea d of 
doing flower arrangements in my 
head, I might well be a useful 
witness. 

By the time I stumbled blearily 
into the office, the news had already 
hit the City. Laura pounced on me 
before I'd even had a coffee. 

‘Tfou’U never guess," she said 
triumphantly; and I couldn’t bear to 
spoil her fun by saying I could, so 
I let her continue. “It’s Nefl. Hor- 
rible, horrible Neil has been 
arrested along with two of his 
colleagues. Apparently they had 
some scheme going that was going 
to cream two miUjon out of the 
bank’s coffers." 

So, I thought, more victims of our 


get-rich-quick culture. It is an 
unwritten rule that at every dinn er 
party you attend, at least one per- 
son has to tell you that they’re 
planning to make a fortune and 
retire at 35. 

Most of them are aiming to do It 
by devoting their every waking 
moment to some utterly depress- 
ing American financial institution. 
I bet they buy lottery tickets every 
week, though, just to be on the safe 
side. 

Then the years go by and they're 
doing very nicely thank you, but not 
tftat well -not retire-at-v35 well -and 
they start to panic. 

Another five years in the City 
will drive them insan e and they 



THE TRADER 


They’re doing well but 
not retire-at-35 well 
and they start to 
panic. That’s when the 
temptation kicks in 


have to do something to escape. 
And that's when the temptation 
becomes unbearable. After all, 
they think, there's so much 
money washing around this place, 
who’s going to miss a tiny little 
million? 

Then the phones began ringing, 
first there was Peter the Heavy 
Breather who sounded as if he 
was hyperventilating with all the 
excitement 

“Did you hear?" he panted. “I 
can't believe it five million 
pounds. Apparently it was an in- 
surance scam.” Then he rushed off 
to give all his other contacts the 
news. 

Next up was Belgian Philippe 


with the chocolate-smooth voice: 
“’Well, I know you never trusted 
him," he purred. 

“But even you must be sur- 
prised that he would try to de- 
fraud a pension company out of 
£10m.” 

Td hardly put the phone down be- 
fore Jane rang, and I told her my 
part in the story, and she commis- 
erated and told me that the word 
round her place was that it was 
£20m, and it involved some wheeze 
with futures. 

“It'll be £100m and ripping off the 
Queen next,” I muttered to Laura. 
“I wish we knew the red story.” 

But there was nothing in the 
papers the next day, or the next, or 


the next - nothing to banish my 
nightmares. 

Then, at lunchtime today Laura 
suddenly stabbed the Standard 
and squeaked, “It’s here! Listen: 
‘NeiL. blah blah_ questioned over 
the past week- blah blab... The 
three men, who will be formally 
charged next week, were arrested 
after £100,000 went missing Grom 
their employer’s coffers. The 
managing director said. This was 
a particularly pointless and 
amateurish attempt to defraud the 
company. Even a child could have 
spotted it’ - only £100.000 after all!" 

“'Wefl, there’s a relief, " I said. “At 
least no one will want to make a 
film about it_.” 



Commentary 


The shape 
of services 
to come 


By Lawrence Green 
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j ^pQnce a symbol of the tiger economies, since the crash of 1997 KUala Lumpur’s Petronas Towers have instead underlined the need for competent risk management (AP Photo/Mike Fiala) 


Manage risk, protect rewards 


AS A MOMENTARY blip is a tempt- 
ing way to regard the fraud figures 
published last week by the accoun- 
tancy firm KPMG. That serious 
fraud more than doubled over the 
year to £279m is serious enough, but 
it comes at a time of growing con- 
cern about business’s ability to 
manage risk of all sorts. 

Such worries have been most 
graphically illustrated by the finan- 
cial crisis* that brought the tiger 


by Roger Trapp 


i w 

.economies of the Ear East crashing 
*To earth in 1997. before ripping 
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'through other emerging economies, 
and the near-coliapse of the specu- 
lative investment fund Long-Term 
Credit Management. But the glob- 
alisation of business and the in- 
creasing complexity of many of its 
operations mean that it is a problem 
not limited to isolated incidents. 

Recent research from another ac- 
countancy firm, Ernst & Young, in- 
dicates that senior executives are 
increasingly concerned about fi- 


nancial risk. Two-thirds of organi- 
sations across Europe said risk 
management was an important 
issue, with 97 per cent claiming to 
have assessed their major risks. But 
fewer than half expressed confi- 
dence in their risk control systems. 
Only 10 per cent were completely 
confident 

Even organisations that appear 
to be among the most sophisticated 
in the world find it easy to under- 
estimate the risks in emerging mar- 
kets or fledgling financial instru- 
ments. 

For financial institutions a sig- 
nificant part of the problem is that 
their industry changes so fast. They 
need to make improvements to their 
risk-management systems just to 
keep pace. At the same time, they 
cannot abandon risk altogether 
since a large part of their business 
is about assessing and taking risks. 


But this is also true for non- 
fi nanc ial businesses, since risk is a 
key element in the investment de- 
cisions made by shareholders and 
directors. Accordingly, while leading 
banks can be expected to limit their 
future exposure to emerging mar- 
kets -just as they reduced their lend- 
ing to the property sector after the 
sharp downturn at the beginning of 
this decade - they cannot abandon 
risk altogether. 

Instead, organisations are tack- 
ling the issue in two ways. First, they 
are making greater use of models 
and detailed analysis of past events. 
Effective as these can be in reduc- 
ing the likelihood of poor decisions, 
they will never provide an absolute 
answer; Michael Foot, head of fi- 
nancial supervision at the Financial 
Services Authority points out 

But investors of all kinds are 
also trying to find out more about the 
operations in which they are seek- 
ing to invest: hence the growing in- 


terest in international accounting 
standards, so that investors can be 
more certain that companies are 
performing how they say they are. 

But there is a related issue which 
has come to a head in the UK with 
the publication at the end of last year 
of the Stock Exchange’s Combined 
Code on Corporate Governance, 
with its requirement that boards of 
companies identity key business . 
risks or review how they have been 
identified and endorse the conclu- 
sions. 

This has led to much debate 
about the extent to which manage- 
ments will be prepared to report on 
their effectiveness and whether ex- 
ternal auditors will feel qualified to 
comment upon such statements. 

A survey recently carried out on 
behalf of the management consul- 
tancy Tillinghast-TOwers Perrin 
found that most finance directors in 
leading companies, while recognis- 
ing the importance of risk manage- 


ment, were worried about confi- 
dentiality and the costs of enhanced 
reporting on risk. 

But the Institute of Internal Au- 
ditors is trying to drive home to or- 
ganisations the need for effective 
controls. Though this idea has neg- 
ative connotations, Richard Gos- 
sage, the NatWest executive who is 
the current president, sees a role for 
internal auditors in challeng in g 
their colleagues on their activities. 

Mr Gossage believes he and his 
counterparts in other organisations 
can add value -in the current par- 
lance - if they can encourage exec- 
utives to take a more professional 
view of risk management As evi- 
dence, he points to the arrival in cer- 
tain finan cial institutions of 
operational risk management func- 
tions. And he hopes others wiD be en- 
couraged to join them by a brochure 
his organisation has published 
under the title “10 minutes is all it 
takes'! with the aim of setting out the 


benefits of having an effective in- 
ternal audit department 

But organisations are not start- 
ing to go down this route just be- 
cause they are being compelled to. 
They are starting to see sound com- 
mercial reasons for doing so, not 
least because companies with such 
systems in place are starting to be 
seen as better credit risks. 

As Mr Gossage says: “Assessing 
and controlling risks is not a flash 
in the pan. It’s a key driver for main- 
taining sound corporate governance 
and competitive advantage ” 
Nevertheless, for all his enthusi- 
asm, there are still plenty of grounds I 
for concern. At the FSA, for in- 
stance, Mr Phot points to barriers to 
effective internal controls, including 
the difficulty of managing increas- 
ingly far-flung and complex organ- 
isations. The collapse of Barings has 
shown how easy it is for responsi- 
bility for certain activities to slip be- 
tween the cracks. 


ANYBODY WHO has experience of a 
National Health Service hospital 
waiting room knows how much gov- 
ernment services need to improve. 
Privatisation might have reduced the 
size of the public sector, but what is 
left falls short of toe best in the pri- 
vate sector. 

The Labour government’s White 
Paper on Better Government ex- 
pected soon, will set out a grand vi- 
sion for improvement But 
according to one of Britain’s leading 
management consultants, it is not 
likely to provide much guidance on 
how this can be achieved. 

Lynton Barker; head of UK Man- 
agement Consultant Services at 
Price waterhouseCoopers, is co- 
author of a book that has as its cen- 
tral premise the idea that New 
Labour’s Third Way must be extend- 
ed into “all parts of their delivery ma- 
chine - the UK Civil Service and their 
private sector partners/suppliers 

Mr Barker; who co-wrote Trans-. 
jbrTnirigGoverrimertiSenAcesmth. 
an American colleague, acknowl- 
edges that organisations such as his 
wifi benefit in this approach, PwC al- 
ready being among toe biggest sup- 
pliers of consulting services to 
government bodies. 

He sees “an enormous training 
and skills redevelopment pro- 
gramme for government managers 
and officers". 

One of toe key areas for change 
wfil be the civil servant’s attitude to 
risk. People used to taking a safety 
first approach are likely to have 
trouble handling risks associated 
with delivering best value, he says. 
“Politicians are going to have to ac- 
cept that theyTl need executives to 
take more risks, to do things differ- 
ently, and they’ll have to stand by 
them if it doesn’t work." 

The practicalities of this new way 
of doing things are also not lost on 
toe Chartered Institute of Public Fi- 
nance and Accountancy (CrpfaJ. In 
a consultation paper last week, they 
set out a possible accounting frame- 
work for underpinning best value in 
local authorities. 

Certain issues must be addressed, 
says Cipfa, including appropriate 
definitions of toe cost of services, 
what detail should be recorded to aid 
comparisons between authorities, 
the relevance of trading accounts, 
and how the accounting framework 
should recognise partnerships be- 
tween authorities and private sector 

As Mr Barker points out Mr 
Blair’s Third Way draws on botb rides 
of the political divide and reflects 
what is happening in public ser- 
vices in other parts of the world. 
Thus, it has a great deal going for it 
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Guide to 
i -Profits Bonds 



Obtain higher returns than currently available from a 
building society account , with less risk than the 
rollercoaster ride of the stock market 


call: 0845 271 100J 


Serious Debts 

K Now your creditors really can 

help - by legally reducing your 


CLASSIFIED: BUSINESS TO BUSINESS 


debts by up to 87% and stopping 
ihe interest charges!” ~ 


Conferences 


If you hava unsecured debts over £20,000. you have an 
Income but no real assets - and to say the least It Is 
dJffieuft tor you to make the repayments - 


■ Your credit o rs reaDy can understand your problems. 

■ They can a ppreciate your current payments are too Ugh. 

■ They can an apree to one greatly reduced afford a ble 
monthly payment. 

■ You only have to pay this tor a limited time. 

■ The Interest charges wl be stopped. 

■ Up to B7% of your debts «vill be written off. 


Since 1979 we have helped thousands of clients across 
tho UK dramatically and legally reduce their debts - 
personal or business (or both) - with their eredftors full 
permission - without having to borrow any further money. 
Now you eai end all the worry end pressure • wa will 


}•* S-’f v 'i 1 . 


■ and how this rwnartaWa tegfelollcwi wU 
work for you. 


Far tree pr ofe ssio nal advice with al the 
answers - call uc now in complete cor 


PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE IT TOO LATE 



reSSOUAl A HI* BL'SIHESS IVCOllENCt CONSULTANTS 

0800 214964*™* 

wwwJklngandcornpany.co.uk 

Sard far aur eaaftrtaet director} now 
ar tall oar frtt renter tt-erdirttthn ttrriet. .. / 

British Universities Accommodation Consortium, 
Box 166QA. University Park, Nottingham NG7 2RD 


— • ' • •www.baa££d-afc ' •*'* * 


Turn our expertise 
into your export ease 


Whether you are a fira-dmer or on estabtedied expartetmake 
the Government Exports Website your fits pal of cal] far 
developing export strategy and ovmeas sales leads aid contacts. 



dti 


Export intelligence suns here: 

www.dti.gov.uk/ots/ . 


PERFECT TIMING ...!! 

...THE PERFECT BUSINESS!!’ 


Ths greatest tansies as atatys mute by those who portion tteroetrei 
at the trad end of msjor butanes* bsnds. 

The Interne! - The txfed grama martafeng and buaneaa metiun n 
nsnxyl , 

City amo Pit - An esttbfehed ‘brand’ leader movng WO hypenpoMh.ato 
(oretrard ot the Cessna mdudon! ... 

Ths epportunfty ■ To dauetop you ran hgNy luoamie City 2000 tusness. lull 
or paiHine. bam honor oSca. ito prior technical eqseiienw or 
injured Professional Taring and mgdng support provided Uw stsrwp 
CQ5& ■ unHfTMied inconu QBiuiBflf .. 

Join us now, and you could rate* in W yaarel 

For derated mluuuuun on tha Unriny opportunity cf a Bfeome . 1 
nvj and hu$n to Rebet PMfton FHCtUA, 

Cart. Ed. • MepandMl Sailor UsntesrsNp Ccnaukatt. 

TttOIBI 387 9071 (24 hrsJhonnta rata* apply). 


Business for Sale 


LTD CO wentstp grew btggor 

staying smell supplying UK Co's 
isooooo Reg Procurement a 
Supply Engineering Campo- 
nertU, Importers & Distributors. 
Bon no 0029 


MS | 
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ME AND MY PARTNER 

HOWARD LEIGH AND HUGO HADDON- GRANT 

After a bad day at work, Howard Leigh phoned fellow accountant Hugo Haddon-Grant and suggested they launch 
their own business. A decade later, Cavendish Corporate Finance employs 16 people and has sold 100 companies 


H oward leigh: i was at 
Deloitte Haskins & Sells 
and had helped to start the 
M&A (mergers and acquisitions) 
Group, but I was unhappy that we 
were advising vendors, and pur- 
chasers were our audit clients. I felt 
there was an irreconcilable conflict 
of interests. 

One day Hugo and I had lunch; 
he was on the other side of a deal 
My impression was that he was 
competitive and fairly tough, but 
easy-going. He suggested that we 
set up our own business, providing 
a service for vendors only. I eqjoyed 
lunch tremendously and after the 
appropriate number of bottles of 
wine. 1 thought “That's a good 
idea". 

Six months latex; I had had a 
very bad day and disagreed fun- 
damentally with the strategy De- 
loitte's were taking, so I phoned 
Hugo and said: “Remember that 
conversation? Do you want to pick 
it up again?” He said: M lt's funny 
you should ring - 1 have just hand- 
ed in my notice. Let's meet" We 
met on the Wednesday. On the 
Monday. 1 handed in my notice. 

This was the heady days of the 
late 1980s; we were Thatcher'S 
children and you felt you could walk 
on water. I remember being quite 
forthright with Hugo and thought 
to myself, “There's no downside 
here". 1 realised that a large or- 
ganisation - although there were 
some excellent, bright, talented 
people there - was not what I 
would be comfortable with. I also 
realised I was earning my em- 
ployes v-ast sums by bringing in the 
work from my own contacts. 

Somebody gave us two rooms in 
Cavendish Square: we were 
amazed the name Cavendish was 
not already taken. The add test 
came when J went to say goodbye 
to one of the partners at Deloitte’s 
and he asked where I was going. I 
said I was joining Cavendish Cor- 
porate Finance, and he said: “\fery 
fine firm." Coming to the West 
End was fantastic and has made 
my life so much more enjoyable - 
our clients much prefer it, and 
when we started there was an 
enormous buzz. 

The thing about acting onfy far 
vendor clients is that every single 
piece of work is fresh. We knew we 
had to go out marketing. In fact, the 
first real bit of work we had - for a 
business called Coopers Walking 
Sticks - came knocking on the 
door. It was a 120-year-old business 
owned by a couple who wanted to 
retire. We have never spent so 
much time on one deal than on that 
one. But the owners came to my 
wedding last year. That's the nice 
thing about what we do -you form 
very strong relationships. 

I took on the responsibility of 
bringing in work, contacting peo- 
ple and talking to them. Hugo took 
over the financial obligations. He 
is very competent at making sure 



transactions pay. The two tricks of 
our trade are, first, to identify the 
buyer; then to get the deal through. 
Hugo is very good at getting that 
done, although it's a fraught expe- 
rience for most people It's nerve- 
racking - they have never been 
through it before but a purchaser 
has, and is skilled at hitting the 
price at the last minute. The ven- 
dor doesn’t know what to expect, 
what they can give and what they 
can't; what is a fair price and what 
is ridiculous. 

A little bit of our job is keeping 
the vendor on the straight and nar- 
row, but most of it is making sure 
the purchaser delivers, and if he 
doesn’t, that others wflL It's about 
judging how hard to push a pur- 
chaser and judging whether to go 
out and seduce another purchas- 
er. In the sale process, the first 
thing is to understand die business; 
it’s key. Then you have to assess 
where the purchasers are likely to 
be. The most important thing is the 
order in which you contact pur- 
chasers: there's no point talking to 
your competitor till you have talked 
to the people for away from the 
business, who take time to think 
strategically about whether they 
want to invest Within three months 
of setting up, we knew things were 
okay so we recruited a researcher 
We also spent a lot on resources 
and databases, ones that would 
help us to find buyers. 

We had said that for the first year; 
we would work without salary We 
lived off fees, which meant it had to 
work. Ex* the first five years, we sat 
in the same room and that was bril- 
liant because you overheard each 
other's conversation, every single 
word. I enjoy living, breathing and 
thinking about the business all day; 
all night and all weekend. It’s part 
afme. Hugo likes to switch off. He'll 
spend a Saturday fishing. 

If I had started up on my own, I 
would have been bust within a 
week. I would have invested in all 
sorts of things I didn't need. Hugo 
is more measured and, curiously 
enough, slightly harder on fees. I 
tend to be harder and more ag- 
gressjvefor clients than to clients. 
He will stop me agreeing a fee and 
say; “Hang on, it should be more 
than that", and I’ll see he's right 
We talk about where we are in deals 
all the time. The first yea? we spent 
every Sunday on the phone. 

Things were difficult in 1992, but 
we came out of the recession be- 
cause we hadn’t built up over- 
heads. Hugo is dever. We had a 
two-year break clause for our rent 
which Hugo persuaded our land- 
lord to accept in 1990, so it went 
down dramatically, which had a 
huge impact 

In the first years, we operated 
slightly differently: now, we almost 
certainly have the same response 
to a problem We often meet clients 
together and work out who would 
be best to deal with it Hugo has got 



that the client needs, and under- 
stands what those needs are. I was 
quite happy not to front the busi- 
ness as much as Howard. As our 
relationship has developed, our 
overall roles of managing and mar- 
keting the business have remained 
Howard would be the first to admit 
be would not be terribly good at the 
sort of that is a necessify. 

Selling a business, for most pri- 
vate company owners, is probably 
the biggest single economic dea- 
den they are going to make in tiieir 
lives. When someone sells, that's 
his future security, pie sale is also 
an emotional decision. 

Our role is obviously to get the 
best deal for him financially but it’s 
not always the driving or deter- 
mining fector. Some people are very 
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Howard Leigh and Hugo Haddon-Grant, keeping instep an the way up 


the measure of who I am I think 
he finds me challenging because I 
am the person who. if given six, will 
want 12. 1 push things. I would not 
want someone like me as a partner; 
but he knows I need him, and he 
needs me. 


H ugo haddon-grant; i 

felt Howard was somebody 
I could do business with. I 
got on well with him and we came 
across each other on one or two 
deals. When we had lunch togeth- 


er; we discussed the idea of setting 
up inigismess. I was working for 
a smattcorporate finance house: I 
had qualified as a chartered ac- 
countant with Grant Thornton and 
spent time focusing on mergers 
and acquisitions, which is now 
much more of a discipline- than it 
was then. As the 1980s progressed, 
the idea of people sdKng their 
■businesses became more accept- 
able and common. Entrepreneurs 
realised that they had built up a 
value and these companies were 


saleable in their own right: I 
think that was the result of the un- 
listed securities market It meant 
medium-sized private companies 
could float, and raised awareness. 

I enjoyed mergers and acquisi- 
tions, but felt I could make more 
money doing it for myself rather 
than for somebody else. I had 
never frit I was a good employee 
- 1 always wanted to do my own 
thing. After I handed in my notice 
I had one or two irons in the fire and 
could afford not to work for a few 


Nicola Kurtz 

months. Howard hadn't pursued 
our idea because of family issues, 
which prevented him thinking 
about it, but then he phoned and 
said: “Are you still up for it?” 

We were more successful in the 
early years than we had expected 
and we had our fair share of luck 
I was looking after support and ad- 
ministration involved in setting up 
a business, and Howard, being 
more of an extrovert, was on the 
marketing side. He comes across 
as being able to provide the support 


or that the buyer isn’t going to sack 
everybody and relocate to London. 
Quite often, you are the only per- 
son who knows what’s happening, 
because the client can't talk to em- 
ployees. You really have to be able 
to manage that emotional side. 

You have to have tenacity to get 
the deal through, to ensure that 
people carry on talking: there are 
times when both parties wiQ walk 
away and your job is to identify the 
common ground. 

Fm probably harder than 
Howard in negotiating fees for 
Cavendish, but there's not a lot of 
point in doing the work unless you 
get properly rewarded. I’m also 
probably harder at looking at deals 
that I don't think we can complete, 
and where you would have an un- 
happy client We have certainly de- ■ 
v el oped an instinct for that, and we . 
are becoming more selective. 

Where a business is wholfy fo- 
cused on two or three people, per- 
haps the owners, it’s very flHfiailt 
if it is below a certain size, because 
when those people have received 
several million pounds, it’s difficult 
to persuade a buyer they will still 
have the same motivation. 

Now we have to delegate quite 
a lot particularly when it comes to 
operational issues. That's a differ- 
ent drill, and something we are 
going through. There's no set plan 
where we’ve said: “In five years, we 
are going to sell the business.” We 
wouldlike to continue to grow it be- 
cause there's still a very substan- 
tial market 

I value Howard’s ability to see 
business opportunities. He has a 
considerable talent and he’s much 
more adept at working a room than 
I am. Perhaps he's learnt from me 
not to rush at things too hard and 
fast before thinking them over a bit- 
He is probably frustrated at times 
that I am somewhat too cautious, 
but I think we complement each 
other. If we disagree, it works its 
way through the system. I think you 
need a bit of friction to generate 
ideas and keep things moving. 

INTERVIEWS BY 
RACHELLE THACKRAY 
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So, Germaine, 


smee animals 


now have 


rights, how 


about men? 


You ask the Questions 


G ermaine Greer's new book. 
The Whole Woman, which 
claims women have settled 
for a fake equality instead 
of true liberation, is pub- 
lished next week by Dou- 
bleday. Nearly 30 years after she wrote The 
Female Eunuch, she has been driven to 
write another feminist polemic by the com- 
placency of a younger generation of 
women. We asked readers to submit their 
questions for Dr Greer. 


self first and foremost a woman and iden- 
tifies primarily with other women. Before 
she is of any race or nationality or creed, 
any age setor social class or political party 
or sexual orientation or profession, she is 
a woman, and her loyalty is to women. 


Who is your feminist icon? 

I am not too keen on the trade in icons, 
which I think exploits the ignorant and 
gullible among us. An icon is a sacred 
image that 'is replicated thousands upon 
thousands of times, until there is a copy 
Aprf it exposed and venerated in every room 
>of every home and in every public place. 
If you attend a religious service in Russia, 
for example, you may see women afmy age 
kneeling and prostrating themselves be- 
fore icons, kissing them and squandering 
their hard-earned copecks on tapers to 
light before them. Perish the thought that 
feminism should be infested with icons. No 
human being, not even the most valiant 
feminist, deserves to be elevated to divine 
status so that others abuse themselves be- 
fore her. Joumobabble about “High Priest- 
esses of feminism” and such is designed 
to reduce the feminist movement to the sta- 
tus of superstitious cult, but it will have to 
accomplish this aim without my assistance. 

If what this question really means is: 
“Who are the living feminists you most re- 
spect?” it can be answered thus tin no par- 
ticular order): Ti-Grace Atkinson, Florynce 
Kennedy, Anne Oakley, Shulamith Fire- 
stone, Andrea Dworkin, Helena Kennedy, 
# Tuliet Mitchell, Selma James, the Guerilla 
Girls, Dacia Maraini, Helene Cixous, 
(Man, Adrienne Rich, Bea Campbell Mar- 
garet Atwood. Jo Freeman, bell hooks. 
Nancy Chodorow, Andre Lorde. Charlotte 
Bunch, Phyllis Chesler, Josepha Grieve, 
Janice Raymond, Alison Jaggar. Teny 
LoveU, Mary Daly; Madonna, Janice Ray- 
mond, Iris Marion Young. Nina Simone, 
Marguerite Duras, Marilyn French, 
Monique Wittig. Gisele Halimi, Mehry 
Manoutcheriaa Luce Irigaray, Natalya 
Malakhovskaya. Tatyana Mamonova, 
Sheila Rowbotham. Ellen Frankfort 


If yon had to name one person who has 
set back the feminist movement most in 
the last 30 years, who would it be? 
lb answer this I would have to admit that 
feminism has been setback in the last 30 
yearc whfrfo, in view ofthe feet that the last 
30 years have seen a veritable explosion of 
feminist activity, would be quixotic. There 
has never been any shortage of opponents 
of feminism and the most insidious among 
them are those who mouth pro-feminist 
sentiments at the same time as they divide 
woman against woman and demand more 
and more from women who are already 
running fell tilt in order to stay on the spot 
The most immediate and effective enemy 
British feminism has is the Labour Gov- 
ernment, which points to the number of 
women Labour MF5 as a way of proving 
its claim to political correctness beyond 
doubt, so that it can pursue anti-woman 
policies and beat up on single mothers and 
teachers and nurses with impunity. 


What is your reaction to “post- 
feminism”? 

Post-feminism does not actually exist be- 
cause we are still in the phase of pre-fem- 
inism. The coinage is a misuse, much as 
“post-colonial” used to describe a system 
that is still colonial in root and branch. In 
these “post” times, imperialist exploitation, 
in the guise of lending hard currencies to 
nations without them, and exacting com- 
pound interest, is bleeding the colonised 
nations white. Just so, capitalism is using 
women, as a completely biddable, entirely 
expendable workforce, to build the very 
systems that oppress them. Women, like 
other colonised peoples, stiD have a 
long climb ahead of them to freedom and 
self-determination. 



faithful have invested 




virtue. It will be interest- 
ing to see which way the 
Vatican will jump in the 
matter of her beatification, 
because all the relevant in- 
formation has been laid before 
the Holy See. My own feeling 
is that the Catholic authorities 
wQl assess whether canonis- 
ing Mother Teresa will give 
the Church more grief than 
not canonising her would, and 
act accordingly. 


How do you define feminism? 

I don't Definitio eat negatio. To define is 
to limit Feminism is a habit of thought that 
is still taking shape within a razopwire 
tangle of paradox: I do not know which way 
it will go. II may be that women will 
eventually opt for the cyborg option and 
vote, like the House of Lords, for their own 

t litkm. This I would not do, because I 
a child of the Fifties and the bom body 
warts and all is a central value in my moral 
system. I would fight for reality over vir- 
tuality any time, but I am old. Although I 
am possibly condemned to remain on 
Earth for the next 40 years or so, my self 
will be considered irrelevant, and my 
views quaint, old-fashioned and retro- 
grade, at least until the cyborgs are wiped 
out by internecine cyberterrorism and we 
find ourselves back where we started Then 
the plot that was thought to have been lost 
will be found safe and sound 
If I must define feminism, I must do so 
without issuing a set of commandments. 
Historically- radical movements have dis- 
sipated loo much of their limited re- 
sources of energy in rooting out 
# heterodoxy, so the last thing I would want 
to do is suggest a framework for Jnngjust 
that. A feminist is one who considers ner- 


Dovou regret your critical article about 
the motivation of Mother Teresa. In The 
Independent some years ago? 

In the Heroes and Villains series in The In- 
dependents Magazine for 22 September 
1990 1 nominated Mother Teresa as my vil- 
lain. It was not her motivation that I ques- 
tioned That was always crystal dear She 
cared for the poor of Calcutta not for love 
of them or out of commitment to any ideal 
of socialjustice, but for love of Christ Oth- 
ers more distinguished and better in- 
formed have since written about Mother 
Teresa in greater detaiL 
My only regret is that in 1990 1 did not 
have’ the information on Mother Teresa’s 
activities, her political allegiances, her fin- 
ancial dealingsrtbe sub-standard care de- 
livered by her nuns, and her obstruction 
of other charitable initiatives, that has since 
come to light Mother Tteresa is a modem, 
media-fed icon, in whose image (as distinct 
from her reality) the gullible and guilty 


Ybnr comments on programmes 
such as Late Review are usually un- 
generous and often unpleasantly ad 
hominem (or ad feminam). I shed no 
tears over the unappealing Suzanne 
Moore, her cleavage or her welcoming 
shoes. That at least was fenny But “Tom 
Hanks has a face like a King Edward 
potato” and “What is the point of Mary 
Steenbnrgen?” are neither amusing 
nor interesting. So in a similar vein, 
can I ask you: What is the point of 
Germaine Greer? 

Movie stars who are cast as romantic leads 
are supposed to be attractive; if they are 
unattractive the point is material and the 
criticism is justified. As Mark Lawson is 
invariably on the point of interrupting me 
I have to make my points sucrinrify.sotbey 
come out brutaL What I realty wanted to 
say was that with a mouth like that, Tom 
Hanks is bound to be a slimy kisser Just 
look at the fumbled dm) climactic Mss at 
the end of You’ve Got Mail A million dol- 
lars couldn't get Meg Ryan to put her head 
in a position where those wet wobbly lips 
might come down on hers. 
aizarrrfeMcwremaybeunattiniliTCtoT^ 
but she is not a movie star and criticism 
of her appearance was not justified in the 
same way. My intention was to say of her 
things that are easity verifiable and not ac- 
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good. As 
for the point 
of “Germaine 
Greer”, damned 
if I know. 


Sane animals are nowadays 
understood to have rights, how 
about men? You know to education, em- 
ployment. treatment under the NHS. 

I agree that men are animals and as such 
are entitled to humane treatment and 
should not be trapped or shot or bred for 
food or fen Their access to education de- 
pends upon their capacity to profit by it No- 
body male or female, has any right to 
employment. As for medical treatment, as 
men control the medical profession, if men 
bad wanted to spend their lives under the 
doctor as women do, they would have 
made sure that they did. As it is, they make 
sure that thqy do not, by refusing point 
less procedures such as mass screen- 
ing for prostate cancer If you want 
your life me/ficaDsing, I'm S’™ 0 
it can be arranged, but life 
under the doctor is a good 
deal less pleasant than 
you appear to imagine. 


Questions sent by: 

AvtAmoari .CaJi/vAaTW 


pay her bads for saying of me things that 
were untrue and were actionable and 
represented a gross intrusion of privacy. 
The newspaper paid the damages, but I did 
not intend to let Moore get away scot free. 
The diaBtisemant-hfla done her nothing but 


Cambridge; 
Douglas Blow; 
David Blair, 
Watford; 
ClakeFbtiam, 
Jersey 
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Tony Banks, 

FOLLOWED BY EILEEN DREWERY 


SEND ANY questions for 
Tony Banks, minister for 
sport, and for Eileen 
Drewery, Glenn Hoddle’s 
mystic adviser; to: You Ask 
the Questions, Features, 


The Independent, 1 Canada 
Square, London E14 5DL 
tfex 0171-293 2182 or e-mail 


yourquestionsfg 
independenteo.uk), by 12 
noon on Friday S March 
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Pusztai’s results 


Sin Media coverage of GM foods 
and the Pusztai affair has been 
characterised by inaccurate 
reports that have usually reflected 
a strong bias for or against GM 
foods. We would like to by to clarify 
some of the key issues. 

Shortly after Dr Arpad Pusztai s 
interview on World in Action it was 
suggested that his experiments 
had only tested the effects of 
potato spiked with ConA lectin. He 
was then suspended from his post 
at the Rowett Institute and an 
audit was instituted according to 
Medical Research Council 
guidelines, an act that could be 
interpreted as implying fraud. 

It is dear from the report of this 
audit, conducted in August 1998 
but only recently and incompletely 
released (http:.7www.rri. 
sariac.uk- press), that 
experiments involving transgenic 
potatoes containing the gene for 
the snowdrop lectin (GNA) had 
already been performed at the 
time of Dr Pusztai’s television 
interview. Although Dr Pusztai’s 
suspension was subsequently 
lifted, he was prevented from 
continuing his experiments on the 
transgenic potatoes. 

It was this aggressive treatment 
that led ourselves and other 
scientists to allow our names to be 
included in a memorandum 
defending Dr Pusztai, whom we 
know to be an honourable and 
careful scientist. If the Rowett 
Institute had simply released a 
statement that the data was 
preliminary and allowed the work 
to continue, much of the confusion 
would have been prevented. 

It has been widely stated that all 
lectins are toxic. Thqy are not They 
are ubiquitous carbohydrate- 
binding proteins . All mammalian 
cells and all plant nuts, seeds and 
bulbs, including many foodstuffs, 
contain lectins. Some of these, red 
kidney beans for example, are toxic 
and need to be destroyed by heat 
before consumption but others such 
as tomato lectin are apparently 
harmless when eaten raw. 

Many of these plant lectins 
serve an insecticidal or antifungal 
role in the plant The snowdrop 
lectin (GNA) binds to a sugar called 
mannose which is virtually absent 
from the lining of the mammalian 
intestine but is extensively 
expressed in the intestine of sap- 
sucking insects. It is therefore 
plausible that expression of this 
lectin in food plants might render 
them unattractive to insects but 
safe for human consumption, 
particularly if the food (potato) is 
always cooked. 

The experiments performed by 
Dr Pusztai, whatever their results, 
would not imply that all genetically 
modified foods were unsafe. The 
message Dr Pusztai was frying to 
put across was simply that such 
foods require particularly careful 
testing before release. Some will 
prove toxic or otherwise 
unsatisfactory and be discarded. 

The feet that Dr Pusztai has 
been barred from continuing his 
experiments has resulted in an 
unsatisfactory situation in which 
his data, although interesting, 
remain preliminary and further 
experimentation will be needed 
before final conclusions can 
be drawn. 

Professor JONATHAN RHODES 
Dr RONALD FINN 
Department of Medicine 
University of Liverpool 


Baffled by the euro 


Sir: We pay 659 MPs about £30m 
annually in salaries to make 
decisions on ourbehall Why. 
therefore, is it necessary to hare a 
referendum on the one topic that 
the man on the Clapham omnibus 
probably knows next to nothing 
about - the economic pros and 
cons of joining the single 
currency" 

In the only other referendum 
that this country lias had. people 
voted “no" to Europe fora variety 
of nonsensical reasons such as 
that they thought they would be 
forbidden to buy traditional fish 
and cJups. that they would not be 
allowed to take afternoon tea. or 
that they would be forced to 
become Roman Catholics. It would 
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seem that similar nonsensical 
notions, rather than the good of the 
country’ would colour the way in 
which people voted in the EMU 
referendum. 

If not that, then they would vote 
in the way that Australo -American 
and Canadian newspaper 
proprietors, who appear to have a 
vested interest in keeping Britain 
at odds with Europe, told them to 
vote. 

Some people would vote “no” 
because they consider that joining 
EMU would result ina loss of 
“sovereignty", but how can a 
country whose foreign policy and . 
some of its domestic policy - on 
drugs, for example- is dictated by 
America call itself sovereign? 

Perhaps we should scrap the 
idea of a referendum and let the 
politicians decide, on the best 
advice from industry and 
economists, whether or not to join 
the single currency. Why have a 
dog and do the barking yourself? 

C CROFTON-SLEIGH 
Sorre, Kent 


particularly in En gland. We shall 
be out and about again this year 
campaigning for a positive 
referendum result, despite Hugh 
Dykes’s derogatory remarks 
(letter; 20 February) about the 
European Movement. 

PAMELA WARD 
Vice-President 
Huddersfield. Branch 
European Movement 
Slaithwaite, WestYorkshire 


cheque. I use an organisation -not a 

hanlr — tha t mana gna tn Hn ?t. frir £3 

SHARON BOWLES 

Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire 


Grandparent crisis 


Sin Although heartily agreeing 
with you about the necessity of 
joining economic and monetary 
union, I cannot agree with your 
leading article ( I March) that a 
referendum now would give a 
positive result. 

Last summer this branch of the 
European Movement held 13 
information stalls in various 
towns, handing out brochures and 
look-alike euro currency notes, as 
well as answering questions about 
the euro. 

Although many younger people 
and students were for our joining 
EMU, the lack of knowledge - or 
even wanting to know - among 
older people was horrifying. 
Pensioners who were in the last 
war seemed to think it was a 
German ploy to take over the UK! 
A poll last September showed that 
whereas 54 per cent of citizens in 
mainland Europe were well 
informed about the euro, only 8 per 
cent of Britons were. 

To produce a “yes" rote in a 
referendum will need the 
Government to send information 
throughout the kingdom. 


Sir I too have made inquiry on 
cheque payments in euros for my 
own business (letter; 25 February). 
. . European countries have 
different standard physical sizes 
for cheques. So cheques in euros, 
even from one Euroland country to 
another; still suffer the 
“negotiation fee" cost It seems 

this am nnn(s tn a handling charge 

because machinery will only cope 
with the local cheque sizes. Can 
this be holding back a European 
clearing system? 

Banks of course are reluctant to 
upgrade machinery as they want to 
eliminate cheques, but fail to make 
electronic transfer erf small sums 
cost-effective. “Negotiating" a 
cheque can cost £12 to £15 per 


Sir: Recently the daughters of 
three of my closest friends have 
each had a first child. 

Two were bom to teenage 
mothers with partners 
(occasionally) who are obsessively 
jealous and violent The other was 
bora to a mother in her thirties and 
what can onfy be described as a 
serial father; for this is hissixth 
chfld by a number of different 
women, some of whom he married. 

Thirty years ago we campaigned 
for famil y planning for alL We 
fraught, fa our naivety, that if every 

child became a wanted child you 
could fa one stroke eliminate child 
abuse and neglect, illiteracy 
poverty homelessness_ It hasn’t 
exactly worked out like that 

I have no reason to believe that 
my friends’ grandchildren are 
anything other than wanted. I 
also know that these particular 
babies will be protected, cared for 
and loved by an extended family. 


especially their grandparents. 

But it is chilling to think that the 
backup a stable grand-parents’ 
home can provide is a resource 
which is r unning out When these 
babies have their own children 
where are their grandparents? 

How do I congratulate my 
friends? Every child is a gift a 
cause for rejoicing. Yet for too 
many children the strands fa the 
cradle that is their birthright are 
snapping 
YVONNE CRAIG 
Bedford ■ ' '■ 


With the help sometimes of 
European public-service 
broadcasters, we have brought 
sports coverage ata modest cost 
to UK licence-payers. And it is not 
just sport that drives audiences: 5 
live’s most popular programme is 
the weekday BreaJtfbstShow. 
MIKE LEWIS 

Controller Radio Sports Rights 
BBC Radio 5 Live 
London W12 


Banning bias 


Hype grand prix 


Sir: Kelvin MacKenzie is fa danger 
of believing his own hype when he 
claims to have “broadcasting 
rights" to the Australian Grand 
Prix (“You’re Through to Thik 
Radio”, 25 February). Radio 5 live 
has exclusive commentary rights 
to all Formula One Grands Prix- 
in eluding the Australian. Talk 
Radio has news access only. Mr 
MacKenzie’s happy little band of 
listeners should not be misled. 

The idea that we are throwing 
public money into sports rights to 
get the audiences is simply wrong 


Sin As the statistics are readily 
available it is surprising that the 
issue of teacher unemployment 
(report. 1 March) has not been 
highlighted before, so credit to 
The Independent But, ifthe well- 
qualified can’t find jobs, the 
Government’s mantra “Welfare 
to Work" seems increasingly 
empty As ever, it gives no 
answer to the question, where 
are the jobs? 

STEPHEN MAGILL 
Huddersfield. West Yorkshire 


In Brief 


describing a show with so- 
called straight sex as “pleasure 
turned nasty"? I doubt it The 
real “nasty’ pleasure" is that 
shown by the God-squad in 
their increasing obsession with 
judging the sex lives of others. 
GARY WILLIAMS 
Poole. Dorset 


molecules they left Earth with. 
Mass is a measure ofhow 
much stuff there is, whereas 
weight is a force, which only 
exists when there is at least 
one other mass around to 
create this attractive force. 

Dr ANTHONY EGAN 
Surbiton, Surrey 


Sir: The Bishop of Chelmsford 
(letter, 27 February) writes of 
sex as “a beautiful but fragile 
gift from God", and then rants 
on about the “most graphic sex 
scenes shown on TV", 
referring to Queer as Folk. 
What rubbish! Similar scenes 
of heterosexual sex are shown 
almost nightly. Would he be 


Sir: Oh dear, there still exists 
strong evidence of C P Snow’s 
“two cultures”. Weight and 
mass can never become the 
same, virtually the same or 
anything like the same (letter. I 
March). Whilst the state or 
weightlessness is now 
regularly seen in images from 
orbiting spacecraft, those 
astronauts are not massless - 
they stiff contain all the 


Sir: We were delighted to read 
that we had won the 
“competition” for the new 
home for the Greater London 
Authority Reading article, 26 
February). Regrettably, whilst 
the process of selection was 
complex and opaque to the 
point of farce it did not extend 
to appointing an architect who 
had not submitted a design. 
MARCO GOLDS CHMIED 
Managing Director 
Richard Rogers Partnership 
London W6 


Don’t ring your GP 


Sin It would be far more 
reasonab le to offer the NHS Direct 
service of telephone advice by 
nurses as optional rather than 
totally denying access to one’s GP 
(report, 27 February). When the 
NHS's litigation costs are at an all- 
time high, it would be interesting to 
see the impact of NHS Direct on 

negligence claims. . 

Given the known pitfalls of f 

giving advice or diagnosing without 
access to the patient’s records, 
should not the Government try to 
reassure the public before 
imposing restrictions on patients’ 
fundamental rights? 

Dr JAYANTHA ELANGARATNE 
Beverley, North Humberside 


Sin The suggestion that patients 
would no longer have direct access 
to their GP is quite fr ightening . 

Access to a caring GP at the end 
of the telephone, who knew the 
patient well, made it possible for 

me to care for my increasingly frail 
and disabled husband at home to 
within two days of his death. 

How many mothers with an 
obviously sick child would be able 
to call up sufficiently precise 
medical vocabulary to persuade a 
previo usl y unknown nurse of the 
need for a home visit? If a mistake 
is made, the doctor is not called 
and the child is damaged, who wm 
be legally responsible? If this is the 
kind of service to be provided, 
more people will struggle to take 
out private insurance. 

LILY GW TURNER 
StAIbans, Hertfordshire 


Sir: In the aftermath of the 
- Lawrence enquiry, we should look 
at how progressive companies are, 
rather than how guilty. 

I worked in. South Africa 
r unning cultural change. 
communication and industrial 
relations programmes for major 
employers. On my return, fa 1985, 1 
was surprised at how little equal 
opportunities had advanced, and 
the lack of specific targets for 
senior management positions, 
training and monitoring. 

I recently ranked 18 major 
retail financial and leisure 
companies on the priority they 
gave to their employees, the wider 
community and the environment 
Some 72 percent had equal 
opportunity policies, but only two, 
the Royal Bank of Scotland and 
Nat Vfest, specified the present 
imbalance. The Royal Bank of 
Scotland says 17 per cent of middle 
and9 per cent of senior managers 
are women, whilst Nat West states 
that 20 per cent of its managers 
are women, and Z5 per cent from 
the ethnic minorities. 

Only four companies had women 
executive directors, and none had 
an ethnic minority director This 
does not make business sense, as 
the majority of their customers and 
employees are women, and many 
products are targeted at women 
and the ethnic minorities. 

Changing company culture, like 
changing the wider society, takes 
time and commitment, and 
leadership from the top. Uneeds 
role models fa senior positions, and 
it makes business sense. 

JANET SALMON 
Richmond, Surrey 


Sir Patients with long-term illness 
need to have direct access to their 
doctors, simply so they can “help 
themselves'’. Maqy millions of 
people who live with Alness for life, 
and for whom there is no cure, cope 
best when they know they can get 
access to quick advice from their 
doctor; when they know they need it 

The proposals to channel all 
requests through nurses nyifep an 
assumption that living with serious, 
long-term Alness needs the same 
approach as coughs and colds. 

Introducing such ideas without 
consultation with patient 
organisations does not seem to be 
fa keeping with the emerging 
patient partnership strategy. We 
support NHS Direct but this is an 
unplanned and could well be an 
inappropriate development. 

JUDY WILSON 
Director 

The Long-term Medical 
Conditions Alliance 
London ECl 


Dame Iris’s XI 


Sin Miles Kington (“Golden 
Cricketing Moments with Dame 
Iris Murdoch", 25 February) 
reports Murdoch’s comparison of 
field-placing to planning a novel I 
find that on the first page of her 
Book afthe Brotherhood she 
introduces the reader to exactly 11 
named characters. QED? 
RICHARD FIDDIAN 
Herpenden, Hertfordshire 


The volatile and vivacious world of the adjective 




,1 In’ 


\jrU 


* r \\ 


vt/l 


r:?'- 




ft** 1 '- 


Sir. Those with impaired hearing 
are increasingly excluded from the 
machinery ofa society rushing into 
telephone contact for everything 
This win become intolerable if 

matters of health have to be 

communicated to a stranger who 
knows nothing of one’s medical 
history perhaps speaking in tfialect 
and located hundreds of miles 
away in some gigantic Babel 
Strange voices are difficult for 
the hearing-impaired to handle and 
a common feature of centralised 
call-handling is people with poor 

glrwnHnn am i often unfamiliar 

accents who think the mark of 
competence is how rapidly they 
can spew out a torrent of words. 
Mention that you are deaf and they 
shout at you or lose patience. 

As hospitals are already 
desperatefy short of nurses, where 
are the qualified staff to be found to 
extend NHS Direct? It is easy to 
see how staff shortage could lead to 
menu-switching: “If you have been 
sick press l. if you have pain in 
yourright buttock press 2." The 

mind boggles.- - 

GRAHAM HOLDEN ... . 

BudleighSalterton, Devon 
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“I ALWAYS feel sorry for the word 
■pyrrhic'. ’Pyrrhic’ is a really neat 
little adjective, but it’s never going 
to get very far up the ratings. Do 
you bum-why? Because it only has 
(me usage. Only a victory can be 
■pyrrhic'. Nothing else can. You 
can’t hare a pyrrhic election or a 
pyrrhic dinner party. There’s no 
other way you can use the word 
-pyrrhic'. other than with ’victory’, 
so it doesn't crop up that often. No 
wonder it doesn't even make the top 
1,000 in the world..." 

Hold on, hold on! Who is our ar- 
cane informant and what on earth 
is he on about? Ratings for adjec- 
tives? Tbp 1.000 adjective lists? Is 
someone mad? 

No, far from it. Tennis players 
and golfers are not the only ones 
who have their own world rankings. 
It’s beginning to happen to discrete 


parts of speech as welL And Oscar 
Beussberger, who is head of ATP 
(Adjective Trend Hotting), is in 
charge of keeping an eye on the 
mercurial changes in adjective 
popularity. At the ATP headquar- 
ters, which are situate in a presti- 
gious suburb of Oxford, they are 
busy night and day computing the 
comparative standing of various ad- 
jectives. as part of the ongoing 
process of measuring the speed at 
which language changes. 

It's challenging and gruelling 
work, logging all use of adjectives, 
but it’s also giving the ATP people 
a unique insight into the organic 
way a language evolves. 

“Let’s take a look at what you're 
written already," says Oscar 
Beussberger. peering sneakily 
Over my shoulder at the preceding 
paragraphs. “Let’s see how many 


of our favourite adjectives you’ve 
got in... Oh. yes, quite a few from 
the World Standings there! For in- 
stance. 'arcane' (which has come 
up from nowhere to number 159 
over the last 10 years), ‘prestigious’ 
i which hardly existed 40 years ago 
and is now up to 188) and 'ongoing' 
(which readied a dizzy 56 a few 
years back and is now down to 143 
and still slipping). 

“Mercurial’ - quite nice. ’Situ- 
ate’ - very' nice! And I'm glad you 
managed to avoid the temptation 
to use the word insightful’, which 
is an American import which 
should never have been allowed to 
talk a foothold here. 

"Of course,” says Oscar Beuss- 
berger; “as a scientist of language 
1 should just be observati onal and 
not - are you ready for this horri- 
ble adjective? - judgemental But 


4T«> 


Miles 

Kington 

' Formulaic ' is a word 
much used by lazy TV 
executives - as if there 
were any other kind 


when you work with adjectives 
every day you get to love some, 
loathe others. Can a zoo-keeper be 


blamed for preferring okapi to 
rats? I think not Can I be blamed 
for liking inspissated’ more than 
‘squamous’? Surety not.." 

But how do adjectives become 
popular? What makes an epithet 
emerge from dusty years of disuse 
into the limelight * 

“WeU, one way is through bore- 
dom. People get bored with sayin g 
‘bland’ all the time. Then they find 
that ‘anodyne’ means roughly the 
same thing and sounds grandee so 
they start using that instead. "Solip- 
sstic 1 means, roughly egotistical on 
a grand scale, so that has started 
to creep fa instead of ‘selfish*. 

“Incidentally. I was very im- 
pressed to see you use the word 
'discrete'. That’s almost died out 
now, because people have forgot- 
ten the difference between ‘dis- 
creet’ and ‘discrete’. *Discreet’ is 


driving ‘discrete’ out, just as minks 
crowd out die otter" 

Oscar Beussberger has seen 
adjectives come and go fa his time, 
rising and falling fa the lists. Once 
u psydiedeiic' , wasmthetopiaNow 
it’s not even fa the top 1,000. 
“Epiphanic" has come from no- 
where recently whereas “cathartic" 
is ebbing. “Holistic” is right up 
there, which is good work, especially 
considering that the word didn't 
even exist 100 years ago. 

“‘Formulaic’ is a word much 
used by lazy TV executives, as if 
there were any other kind of TV ex- 
ecutive," says Oscar “Nobody else 
uses it But it’s still managed to 
creep up to No 125. 

“‘Feral’ was very trendy for a 
while, but is fading now. ‘Iconic’ is 
very big, of course, and so is Iron- 
ic’ - actually, ifs quite when you 


get two wurtis very similar but both 
thriving, like ‘ironic’ and ‘iconic’. 
One usually tends to drive the 
other out Because of the bawdy fa 
miflarity of the word ‘fornicate', you 
don’t see the word ’formicate 1 
much, although ifs the only word 
to use of ante swarming. Similar- 
ly, ever since ’homophobic’ hit the 
top 100, we haven’t heard mud) of 
‘homophonic’." 

But Oscar Beussbergeris chief 
work at the moment is putting toe 
finishing touches to the Adjective 
of the Century Foil fa which vot- 
ing takes place next week. Which 
will be the literate public’s choice 
for top adjective of the age? Wfll 
“pristine" carry it off ? Has “dys- 
functional” got a real chance? How 
about ‘‘entrepreneurial"? 

AH the r unner s tomorrow, plus 
a voting form! 
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We must not be 
1 kept in the dark 
when we travel 

there seem no words strong enough to describe the 
honw of the killings in Uganda. It is beyond under- 
standing how a trek to observe gorillas can turn into such 
a disaster. But change must come out of this tragedy, if 
it is not to be remembered as an inexplicable, nasty 
massacre far away, devoid of sense or meaning. 

No one should blame the tourists themselves for the 
catastrophe that overtook their party. The situation in 
southern Uganda had stabilised since the'chaos of 1994, 
when the implosion of neighbouring Rwanda threatened 
the whole region with bloody tribal conflict Voluntary 
agencies such as the World Wide Fund for Nature were 
active in the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest, where the tour 
was ambushed. Ib the casual observer, the area seemed 
relatively safe. 

All the same, we should all learn to be more wary when 
we travel abroad. Cheap air travel has brought poten- 
tially dangerous parts of the world within reach of more 
people than ever before; countries as diverse as 
Chechnya, Yemen, even the United States, have all 
spelt danger for Britons in the recent past 

When we travel abroad, we do not simply tafcp our- 
selves. We also carry the baggage of our national iden- 
tity, and the policy of the state to which we belong. It is 
reported that Britons were singled out for torture by their 
Hutu captors, who blamed Britain for aidin g the Tutsi 
minority their tribe so brutally massacred in the Rwan- 
dan genocide. Britons travelling in regions such as the 
Middle East, where they may be at risk given the con- 
tinuing military action in Iraq, should take note. 

Foreign Office guidance in this case, as ever, was 
cautious. In this it was not alone; the US State Depart- 
ment had not issued any advice on the south of the coun- 
try, but concentrated instead on the north. The warning 
the Foreign Office settled for spoke of rebel activity, and 
a situation that could change quickly. So far; so good 

What it did not mention was last August's ki dnappings 
in the same forest, across the border in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. Two Swedes and a New Zealander 
who were taken captive then are still missing. Foreign 
Office advice should have been" more specific. Such 
warnings are sensitive for those overseeing our diplo- 
matic relations with these countries, but diplomacy 
should take second place to the safety of British citizens. 

While no blame for the killing s attaches to officials, 
they should in future be more forthcoming in their 
advice. Although we are all at liberty to take risks in the 
course of travels that benefit both ourselves and - 
usually - those poorer countries we visit we should be 
properly informed about the dangers to which such hol- 
idays may expose us. . 



General Obasanjo must 
make good his promise 

WITH THE tragedy of the hostages in Uganda and civil 
war in Sierra Leone and Angola, it would be easy to view 
Africa as beyond the pale. But to despair of the continent 
as a whole would be to underestimate the real progress 
being made in Africa by Africans. 

Nigeria's election campaign constitutes a welcome first 
step towards constructing a new, non-violent democratic 
forum within which to resolve old differences. Military lead- 
ers have held the r eins of power for 28 of the 38 years since 
the end of British colonial rule, squandering through 
corruption and despotism the riches of Africa’s most pop- 
ulous nation. The election of the retired general Olusegun 
Obasanjo may not have been the squeaky-clean affair 
international observers would have wished. But General 


Obasanjo’s opponent Chief Ohi Ealae’s roars of disapproval 
and claims of widespread vote-rigging should be taken with 
a pinch of salt The evidence suggests that where election 
fraud took place, it was carried out fairly equally for both 
candidates, by supporters swept up by the excitement of 
the end of dictatorship. And all the indications are that the 
end result of this imperfect ballot is roughly in line with 
the wishes of the Nigerian population. Worryingly, the mil- 
itary made similar accusations ofballot fraud after the 1993 
elections, in order to annul the result and hold on to power 
Political parties engaging in clumsy attempts at ballot- 
rigging should not be allowed to jeopardise such a promis- 
ing opportunity to call time on 15 years of military rule. 
Widespread desire for the election to succeed and the sheer 
margin - 63 per cent of the vote - with which Obasanjo 
achieved victory should be enough to ensure a smooth 
transition, without the bloodshed that has marred previous 
disputed elections. Nigeria’s current leader. General 
Abduls al ami Abubakar, has pledged to make way for 


Where the monarchy leads, will 
the Government dare to follow? 
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THE UNITED Kingdom is on a con- 
stitutional and political magical mys- 
tery tour: the inevitable but 
underestimated consequence of 
devolution. The Prime Minister’s 
unspoken fear has always been that 
toe process he set in train will loosen 
the bonds that tie the UK together 
Down the road at Buckingham Palace, 
toe same concerns keep the lights 
burning late. The signs are that the 
Royal Family is coping rather better 

t *• with the challenge than New Labour. 

* If it is imminent elections you want 

won, then New Labour’s is the num- 
ber to call. But the slick efficiency of 
its machine disguises a certain rick- 
etiness when it comes to dealing with 
longer-term strategic problems. So de- 
pressing for the ambitious cast of of- 
ficials at Millbank is the prospect of 
a posting to the party’s Scottish HQ 
that prospective candidates for a 
northern transfer keep their excuses 
nervously burnished. For toe 
Blairites, Her Hardie House is toe 
equivalent of a mosquito- infested 
colon)’ thej’ would rather not explore. 

The monarchy, by contrast, has lost 
no time in seeking to ride the wave of 
devolution. It has channelled some of 
its brightest advisers to the task of pre- 
dicting how Scotland will behave and 
what the consequences for The Firm 
will be. So it has been judiciously 

/ Jeaked that Princess Anne, the most 

*narketable of the shop-soiled stock of 

first-rank royals, will make Holyrood 
House in Edinburgh her official home, 
and adopt the hi gher profile in Scot- 
land. The ensuing tag. Anne Queen td 
Scots, would a fewyears ago have had 
palace courtiers fainting dead away. 


Now it is likely to be tolerated with a 
benign smile. 

The expanded Scottish operation is 
foe canniest attempt yet to ensure that 
devolution gives the monarchy what 
it needs most if it is to survive a gen- 
eral slump in faith - a revived role as 
the main symbolic expression of the 
unity of the Kingdom in a devolved and 
stffi devolving Britain; a permanence 
at the House of Change. 

Under Queen Elizabeth’s rule, its 
image bad become that of an essen- 
tially English family which takes its 
holidays in Scotland and has the 
tougher specimens of its children 
educated there. That is patently not 
good enough at a time when nation- 
alist instin cts are deepening. 

Prince Charles's meeting last year 
with the SNP leaden Alex Salmond, 
was a recognition of that party’s 
potential importance to the future of 
the monarchy. The Prince’s advisers 
were anxious to emphasise that he 
was taking Scottish sensibilities 
seriously and intended to approach fu- 
ture constitutional reform in “a calm 
and open spirit*. 

That is a rather emollient way for 
a future monarch to approach a force 
whose ultimate aim is to turn a major 
part of the UK into a republic. Fbr its 
part, tie SNP is aware that the Royal 
Famil y r emains the most widely ac- 
cepted symbol of the UK, and that it 
will widen its appeal to the Scottish 
middle classes only by avoiding the 
kind of strident anti-monarchism ex- 
emplified by the late Willie Harrison. 

If the Palace foresees a long tacti- 
cal game in Scotland, the Government 
is far less cool about the prospect of 



ANNE 
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The Palace foresees a 
long game, but the 
Government is less cool 
about Scottish nationalism 

Scottish nationalism. It is still feign- 
ing deafness to toe potential of the 
SNP to emerge as the leading party 
- unlikely in the first elections for the 
new parliament in May but perfectly 
thinkable in toe election after that 
Even before the make-up of a par- 
liament is decided this time round, the 
pace of argument is being set north 
of the bordec This week, as Mr Blair 
prepares for his least favourite speech 
of toe year, toe address to toe Scot- 
tish Labour Party conference, a pop- 
ular left-wing candidate, John 
McAlEon, has declared that Labour 
should drop its resistance to the prin- 
cipal of independence; “The Scottish 
Labour party exists not to defend the 
Union with England but to defend the 
interests of the Scottish people." 

The Government’s response to 
separatist voices is that the continued 


existence of the Union serves the peo- 
ple of Scotland best, and that divorce 
would lead to impoverishment and a 
narrowing of political and economic 
horizons. But the rising Labour gen- 
eration there is not so sure. Douglas 
Alexander; anointed as Mr Blair's 
Scottish favourite before the last elec- 
tion, has privately wanted London that 
bashing the nationalists will backfire 
on Labour and that the party needs 
to accept the inevitability of calls for 
greater autonomy and adapt its poli- 
cies accordingly. 

Nor are those with long careers 
ahead as blind as the Government ap- 
pears to be to toe impact on Scotland 
of British entry in EMU. Membership 
of the Euro zone and deeper integra- 
tion would encourage Scotland to 
conduct more of its business through 
the EU than through Westminster A 
single European currency is an invi- 
tation to Scotland to pursue inde- 
pendence from England European 
institutions are far more encouraging 
towards federally structured countries 
than large, centralised states. 

These uncertainties are com- 
pounded by a further strain between 
the directions of the Fn gligh and 
Scottish Labour parties. New 
Labour’s revisionist zeal never pen- 
etrated north of the border Middle 
Scotland remains a very different 
place from middle England - less 
atomised, with higher espectatians of 
the state’s continued role in the pro- 
vision at public services, and more sus- 
picious of the market’s advance. 

Donald Dewar Labour's prospec- 
tive First Minister in Edinburgh, has 
sought to stem criticisms that the 


party is becoming too distant from the 
Scottish socialist tradition by adopt- 
ing a more rousing egalitarian and re- 
distributiooist language than would be 
acceptable in England. A couple of 
years ago such variation would have 
been deemed “off message". Now, the 
variation is the message. 

Even after Mr Dewar weeded out 
the more overt members of the awk- 
ward squad among the prospective 
candidates for the parliament, the list 
of public-sector workers, trade union- 
ists and veterans of local town halls 
exudes a rich Old Labour patina. 
Looking at the Labour candidate list, 
you do wonder why Mr Blair went to 
such undignified lengths to stop 
Rhodri Morgan in Wales, when there 
are a lot more dogged lefties set for 
political stardom in Edinburgh. 

Being in Scotland these days 
makes me aware of how slow we in 
England have been to understand that 
devolution as a process raises press- 
ing questions about the status of 
what is left behind. Alex Salmond 
spoke last week of Britishness as an 
idea in decline - an identity without 
real substance. I hope he is not right 

we badty need to find a way to ar- 
ticulate a New Britishness in which 
the identities of England, Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland exist se- 
curely and harmoniously within a 
single context The Crown alone is not 
strong enough to hold us together De- 
volution should concentrate all our 
minds on what we are, and what we 
wish to be. A vacuum is already being 
which Fnglwli natinnatism will 
sooner or later expand to filL We had 
better be ready for it 


Obasanjo in May. A southerner of the Yoruba tribe who 
remains on good terms with the north-dominated milit ary, 
Obasanjo is uniquely placed to unite his troubled country 
and steer it towards realising its oil-rich potential Per- 
suading the north to release its grip on the nation and bring 
the south on board has been his first triumph. He must now 
be encouraged to hold to his pledge to stamp out corrup- 
tion and prise government from the grip of the military. 

‘Eat my shorts’ 

GERTRUDE STEIN may have been right when she said 
that “remarks are not literature'’, but literature no longer 
provides us with our most memorable remarks. That the 
Oxford Dictionary of20th-Century Quotations is to include 
Bart Simpson’s catchphrase, “eat my shorts”, is proof, were 
it needed, of the creative power of television. It also proves, 
as BR Haydon wrote in his Table Talk, that “there must be 
more malice than love in the hearts of ail wits” 


Q uote of the Day 

“I will have to go home for a He down - 
then HI watch EastEnders.” 

Beryl Bambridge, 

novelist, on iDrrming theWH Smith literary prize 

T hought for the Day 

“There is nothing so absurd but some 
philosopher has said it" 

Marcus Tullius Cicero, 

Roman orxitor 
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THE REAL conqueror in the 
Lebanon is Syria. An Israeli 
withdrawal would deprive 
Damascus of its excuse for 
occupying its neighbor,^ found- 
ing member of the UN whose 
independence was never 
formally recognized by Dam- 
ascus. Once out of Lebanon, 
Israel will hare the tools and 
legitimacy with which to con- 
coct whether openly or quietty, 
an ongoing effort to ostracize 
Syria diplomatically, so long 
as it pulls the strings of an 


actively belligerent Hizbullah. 

Jerusalem Post, Israel 

A GLIMPSE of the obvious 
seems to have escaped most of 
the Israeli political community: 
Continued defiance of a United 
Nations Security Council 
resolution through an illegal, 
repressive and savage occu- 
pation of south Lebanon will 
inevitably inspire armed 

resistance, and that in turn will 

bring casualties. The Israelis in 
general and Netanyahu - with 


MONITOR 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
Middle East comment on the 
Israeli air-strikes on Lebanon 


only a little over 10 weeks to go 
to the elections - would be 
foolish to believe that domes- 
tic opinion favors such action. 
The Israelis may invade as 
often as they choose but every 


action will make it that much 
harder for their government to 
make the inevitable compro- 
mises and to learn to lire in 
peace with their neighbors. 
The Star, Lebanon 


SINCE THE beginning of the 
Lebanon War 14 years ago, 
1,539 soldiers have been billed 
there, 1G2 of those casualties 
occurring during toe period of 
Netanyahu’s government How 
can it be said, on the one hand, 
that Israel must not withdraw 
its forces without security and 
normalisation agreements with 
Syria, and then, on the othei; to 
waste three years without' 
exchanging a single word with 
the Syrians? 

Haaretz, Israel 


DOES ISRAEL imagine that 
Syria, Lebanon and the rest of 
the Arab peace-loving nations 
and freedom-lovingpeople will 
allow it to profit by its insolent 
and perfidious aggression and 
annexation and to dictate 
terms from the position of 
aggressors seeking to^ wrest by 
force that which belongs to 
Palestine, Syria and Lebanon? 
Fbr one ami all, real peace 
means Israel's withdrawal 
from the occupied territories. 
Teshreen, Syria 


Low-cost motor insurance that’s miles better 

Saga. Motor Insurance offers Saga Motor Insurance is 
a range of carefully chosen extrerpefy competitive. We 


options, such as free cover 
while you’re driving in 
Europe: and an attractive 
60% No-Claim Discount. 

The high level of cover 
doesn't mean high cost. 
Quite the reverse, in fact. 


are dedicated to providing 
relevant, well-priced solutions 
for car owners aged 50 and 
over, on the road and off. 

For a motor Insurance 
quotation or instant cover, 
why not call Saga? 


0800 484 184 quoting reference ID390c 


Our lines are open &30am to 7pm weekdays, and 9am to lpm Saturdays. 
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Pandora 


stevie wonder (pictured) 
can fly - official. We know it 
must be true because 
President Clinton said it was. 
During a White House dinner 
for the Ghanaian leader, 
Jerry Rawlings, Clinton 
revealed that Rawlings, 
whose career was strictly Air 
Force, had once let Wonder 
pilot his personal 10-seat 
Fbkkerjet 

“There was sensitivity in 
his hands," Rawlings added 
“People who can see could 
not fly as well as he did" 
Rawlings added that a French 
camera crew captured the 
feat on video. But Wonder 
asked them to can the tape 
because “some people might 
think he wasn't blind". 


AN eagle-eyed reader 
noticed that during the 
Celtic Manor Hotel lunch 
this week, where Prince 
Charles conspicuously 
tucked into a slice or two of 
Welsh beef, HRH sported 
the tie of the Welsh Black 
Cattle Society, which sent 
the heir a joint of meat for 
his 50th birthday. This stunt 
has the dabs of the Palace 
spin doctor Mark Boland all 
over il; saucy courtiers say 
he’s trying to move public 
perception of Charles from 
being a Natural Law' type 
who chats with plants to a 
red-blooded carnivore 
flirting with lawlessness. 


WHAT WAS that little clicking 
sound? Why. it was an 
account closing. It's a sound 
the Royal Bank of Scotland 
may be hearing more of in 
future. We can only speculate 
about what the normally 
canny Scots financiers were 
thinking of when they hooked 
up to create a direct banking 
operation with the American 
televangelist Pat Robertson - 
but it certainly wasn't the 
bank's public profile. 
Robertson is leader of the 700 
Club, a satan- obsessed, gun- 
lovin', queer-hatin' 

Christian fundamentalist 
pressure group. What 
nest? The Co-op offering 
discounts for customers 
holidaying in Burma? 


should feel embarrassed 
about her hairy upper lip. 

"Immac." Julie 
counselled. "Deal with it 
and forget about it." 

A silence fell 

“Try Arianna Huffington 
with a depilatory,” said 
Germaine, cattily. “Have 
you seen her?" 

“Covered in it,” agreed 
Julie, “like a little 
monkey...” 

They sniggered. Does the 
famously vain former Ms 
Stassinopolous know her 
stray hairs are the subject 
of such levity among the 
higher femxnistas? 


A distressing trend on 
these shores: 
thirtysomethings taking 
PlayStation to dinner parties. 
Apparently these socially 
confused individuals find the 
prospect of putting Crash 
Bandicoot through his paces 
more exciting than eating, 
chatting, flirting or any of the 
other stuff people do around 
the table. Sony will launch a 
palm-sized PlayStation later 
this year, (it's already being 
dubbed the 21st-century 
Gameboy), so addicts of Pool 
Shark will be able to play in 
their pockets while mouthing 
bland encomia about the 
hostess’s culinary expertise. 


LISTENERS CATCHING 
Radio 4's inter-uterine 
discussion this week 
between the feminist 
grande dame 
Germaine Greer and 
the tough bitch 
queen Julie Bure hill 
surely revelled in 
the show's sisterly 
solidarity’. Julie 
licked off Germaine 
for not condemning 
female circumcision. 
(Burch ilk “Without 
your clitoris, you're 
only half a woman." 
Green "A clitoris 
isn’t half what a 
woman is." Burchill: 
“Maybe not to 
2/ou."t They moved 
on to hirsute 
females, with 
Germaine 
regretting that 
her own god- 
daughter 



“LET ALL the racists among 
us move to that shabby tittle 
hole called Eltham.” urges 
the tabloid columnist Tony 
Parsons. But is Eltfaam 
really the natural home of 
the nation's bigots? No - 
there are only 491 BNP 
voters there, 1.1 per cent of 
the electorate. Pandora can 
reveal that Britain's 
scummiest constituency is 
West Bromwich West The 
National Democrats, a 
National Front offshoot 
garnered 4.1S1 crosses at 
the 1997 election to take 
1L4 per cent of the poll. The 
seat’s incumbent is 
Speaker Betty 
Boothroyd. Others 
with large numbers 
of ignorant voters 
include government 
Chief Whip Anne 
Taylor 

(Dewsbury, 5.2 
percent 
BNP) and the 
social security 
minister 
Stephen 
Timms (East 
Ham, 3.2 per 
cent BNP). 

And Tony 
Banks’s plea 
for Mohamed 
al-Fhyed to get 
a passport 
probably won’t 
play well with 
the 1,198 BNP 
boneheads on his 
West Ham turn It 
reminds Pandora 
of the gag about 
the BNP member 
who was so stupid 
that the others 
noticed. 


Contact Pandora by 
L'-maH pandorauY 
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A little bit of slap and fickle 


ITS a tale of slap and fickle - and 
its bound to end in tears. Madonna 
is rumoured to be the new face of 
Max Factor. Yes. that company for 
middle-of-the-road women in the 
middle of their lives with middles 
that have gone missing, are to have 
as their aspiration al slap model a 
woman who, at a recent awards cer- 
emony looked like a geisha giriwi^ 
bags of marble where her arms 
should be. 

Ifs an irony of the make-up game 
that while millions of women have 
a lifelong loyalty to certain products 
(my aunt aged 83, is struggling now 
that a foundation, called Vfeloute, 
which she has used for 65 years, is 
virtually extinct), the cosmetic com- 
panies are notoriously fickle in their 
choice of a Face to push their paint 
The models come and go, some at 
great cost Yardley recently went 
bust having spent £32m literally 
tying Linda Evangelista up in knots 
for a bondage advertising cam- 
paign. (Whip away those wrinkles?) 

The reasons fashion commenta- 
tors have given so for for Max Fac- 
tor’s choice of Madonna are varied 
and contradictory, but what they all 
help to illustrate is the advertising 
industry’s hopeless, not to mention 
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The model is a woman 
who looks like a geisha 
girl with bags of marble 
where her arms should be 


hysterical, misunderstanding of 
how to appeal to that eight-million 
-strong female army, aged between 
35 to 55, known inelegantly as the 
baby-boomer generation. 

It was all so easy in the fifties. 
Then, there were two ways of per- 
suading women to part with their 
perfumed pound. The first was to 
treat womanhood as a series of dan- 
gerous ailments — halitosis, un - 
wanted hah; and most dreaded of all. 


underarm BO. “Are you realty lovely 
to love?" asked a 1953 ad for creamy, 
smooth Fresh antiperspirant. Now 
of course, we know there’s a touch 
more to amour than a stick of 
deodorant The second much-loved 
pitch was to promise a man: “She's 
Lovely! She’s Engaged! She uses 
Pond's Cold Cream!" 

Women today treat hygiene prob- 
lems as one of fife's minor hurdles 
rather than as a genoddal threat to 
the weaker sex. The older genera- 
tion are too cynical to expect Mr 
Right to emerge, like a genie, from 
a bottle of foundation. Instead, they 
expect minor miracles. It's not a fa- 
mous face that, has the pulling 
power but the promise that a prod- 
uct can hold bade time; erase fines; 
cancel out crow's fleet. Only mad 
women believe it, of course, but it 
signals that you’re making a bit of 
an effort 

“Bit of an effort” is the crucial 
phrase. Madonna is shorthand for 
wholesale obsession. And that I sus- 
pect, few baby boomers find at- 
tractive in a woman who’s supposed 
to be an asgrirational role modeL She 
and Cher pesonify the caught-in- 
aspic “youth" that requires hours of 
exercise, self denial and no booze. 


Basically for most baby boomers, 
life’s too full and fraught for that 

One commentator has suggested 
that Madonna’s attraction to Max 
Factor is her “ability to constantly 
r einv ent herself". But that’s no 

magn et for the older woman, either 

They've been there and done that 
They’ve mutated through Sixties 
false eyelashes and Seventies glam- 
rock to, in the middle of their lives, 
any thing which makes them feel at 
ease. Of course, they’re willing to 
malm amendments to the basic 
plan - hut nothing radical. That’s not 
timidity - it’s faith in the tried and 
tested. So, in the magazine 
makeover of a woman's face and 
w ardrobe, ifs sometimes hard to see 
the change. And often, the “before" 
is better 

Isabella Rossellini was sacked as 

the Lancdme woman because she 
was deemed too old. Yet her appeal 
was precisely right- She looked 
comfortable with her age, maturing 
gracefully, in control and nobody's 
fooL Now we have Madonna, billed 
by the pushers of pan-stick as 
“strong" and “confident" but. to 
some, conveying the opposite 
impression. Behind the money- 
making exhibitionism, she appears 


a sad, confused chameleon. A per- 
son yet to sort out what she wants 
in life - and time is moving on. 

Kathy Phillips of Vbffue suggests, 
jn a different twist, that the choice 
of M amina may lie with the glam- 
our of her Hollywood connections. 
A return to Max Factor’s original 
roots, since, in the past, it too hired 
stars like Rita Hayworth. 

fo May 1951. man American mag- 
azine called Stiver Screen, Rita 
gave her “Tips for Teenagers". 
Newly married to a prince - 
“Wouldn't you like one, too?" - she 
described how she had had her hair- 
line lifted, a widow’s peak created, 
her hair dyed red, and she’d learnt 
to do as she was told. The magazin e 
commented admiringly; “..Jew 
women have more willingly sub- 
mitted to becoming the passive 
material out of which a myth can be 
created... to please men." 

Mad onna may not be passive, but 
she’s certainty a myth. Better to took 
at - than look like. If Max Factor is 
serious about br ingin g the prof- 
itable blush back to our cheeks, then 

like others in the world of advertis- 
ing, it needs to learn who the older 
woman truly is. Then dump who 
thqy think she ought to be. 





The Third Way will drive 


Europe into a slump 


TONY BLAIR'S intervention at his 
meeting with other left-wing Euro- 
pean heads of government was 
dear and firm. Europe can adapt to 
the future only if it mimi cs the 
United States' more open and dyn- 
amic economy. 

This will not have come as a sur- 
prise to comrades Jospin and 
Schrtdei; who have become used to 
the Prime Minister’s lectures about 
the need for a Third Way for Europe. 
The British Government remains 
convinced that the reason Europe's 
unemployment rate is so un- 
acceptably high is because of the 
dead hands of regulation, high 
taxes, redistribution and excessive 
public spending. 

If onty Europe would slim down its 
welfare stale to British levels and cut 
corporation tax to something closer 
to America's, Europe too could ex- 
perience along economic boom with 
tens of millions of new jobs created 
Of course, we should also have to ac- 
cept laxer standards of environ- 
mental protection and food hygiene 
and put up with larger doses of hor- 
mones and genetically modified 
crops, but this would merely bring 
Europe into line with the existing de- 
mands of the American-dominated 
World Tfcade Organisation. 

When we look at the American 
economy there is no denying that it 
is experiencing its longest post-war 
boom and the lowest levels of un- 
employment in a generation. The 
question we have to ask, however is 
whether this is because ofor in spite 
of America's low-tax, low-regula- 
tion economy. Equally, we need to 
look beyond bland generalities be- 
fore we simply echo the Thatcherite 
refrain about the causes of Europe’s 
high level of unemployment 

It is all too easy to paint a night- 
marish vision of the downside of the 
American dream, with nearly a third 
of the population having no guar- 
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The so-called American 
economic revival has 
simply created low-paid, 
low-skill, casual jobs 


an teed access to health care, and 
levels of homelessness, drug ad- 
diction and violence that dwarf any- 
thing we see even in the most 
deprived pockets of Europe. 

Much of the so-called American 
economic revival has simply seen the 
creation of low-wage, low-skin and 
casual employment replacing the 
high-wage, high-skill manufacturing 
jobs that have been wiped out as 
large American corporations re- 
locate their production to Mexico 
and other low-wage areas. 

Of course, it is not surprising that 
America has had a sustained period 
of growth, given that virtually the 
whole of the rest of the global econ- 
omy is subordinated to serve US 
needs. In recent years this Ameri- 
can boom has been continued by a 
vastly overvalued stock market 
boom that everybody accepts poses 
catastrophic risks to the global econ- 
omy when it comes to an end 

If the world is lucky, Alan 
Greenspan’s Federal Reserve Bank 
and Bill Clinton will be able to man- 
age a soft landing for America's 
stocks and shares that mil snuff out 


the economic boom that has so 
mesmerised Tony Blair and Gordon 
Brown. If the worst happens and 
America's stock market spirals out 
of control, then this will be the final 
straw that tips the world economy 
intoare-runofthe Thirties. Just why 
Europe should wish to replicate 
America’s weaknesses is something 
that will folly require Tony Blair's 
persuasive skills to explain. 

The so-called sickty European 
economy represents almost a mir- 
ror image of the American dream/ 
nightmare. Unlike America, Europe 
sustains a huge balance of trade sur- 
plus and, with the exception of the 
vastly overvalued British stock mar- 
ket, the rest of Europe's stock mar- 
kets are not big. enough or 
overheated enough to drag down the 
real productive strength of the 
European economy. Europe there- 
fore does not need to be propped up 
with inflows of funds from Japan or 
from anywhere else, and as a result 
is better insulated from global tur- 
moil than is the US. 

In contrast to America’s low-skill 
jobs boom, Europe has fought to try 
to preserve hi gh - skin, hi-tech em- 
ployment and, to sustain this, con- 
tinues to have a level of investment 
25 per cent higher than that of the 
US. Equally Europe has avoided the 
worst excesses of human down- 
sizing and environmental despol- 
iation that have become a defining 
characteristic of corporate America. 
The grosser inequalities of wealth 
that disfigure Britain and America 
have been avoided, with Europe’s 
top executives earning substant- 
ially less than their Anglo-American 
counterparts. 

So, given this record, why are we 
constantly told that Europe must de- 
velop along American lines? There 
is no doubt that the crisis of high un- 
employment is Europe’s Achilles' 
hed, but the shocking reason behind 



Mr Blair at the European Socialist congress In Milan Reuters 


Europe's high unemployment is 
thatit was a deliberatety self-inflicted 
policy decision undertaken in order 
to prepare for the introduction of the 
euro. The problem has its historical 
roots in the collapse of the Weimar 
Republic and the rise of Nazism in 
Germany. This led succeeding gen- 
erations at German politicians to fear 
a return of the great inflation that 
they believe opened the way for 
Hitler’s rise to power: The response 
of Germany's post-war chancellors 
has been to stamp on the very first 
signs of inflation. 

Normally these tight money poli- 
cies would have undermined Ger- 
many’s post-war boom, had it not 
been for the fact that Germany 
massively undervalued the mark, 
thus guaranteeing that its exports 
would be cheap enough to undercut 
its British and American rivals 
throughout the global markets. 

As Germany prepared for the 
introduction of the euro, the under- 
valuation of the mark was conven- 
iently forgotten in place of the 
mantra that Germany’s success 
was due to tight money and a firm 


grip on inflation. These policies 
were then imposed on the rest of 
Europe in the run-up to the intro- 
duction of the euro. The result was 
obvious. European currencies be- 
came overvalued, exports were 
squeezed and unemployment 
soared Two years ago, Germany led 
the rest of Europe in a quiet deval- 
uation of their currencies against the 
pound and the dollar; thus prepar- 
ing for a boom to coincide with the 
introduction of the euro. 

Sadly, Europe's policy-makers 
had not foreseen the d ownswin g in 
the global economy that began in 
Asia and has now snuffed out 
Europe's embryonic recovery at just 
the moment that the independent 
central bank has come into power 
Unless the European Central Bank 
now dramatically cuts interest rates, 
Europe faces more unemployment 

It is these massive underlying 
economic forces that have to be 
understood if Europe is to tackle the 
problem of unemployment Super- 
ficial comparisons between Europe 
and America will lead us into de- 
pression, not into a Third Why, 
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The BBC has not betrayed its values 


4 NEXT WEEK we shall 
no longer find News at 
Ten in the ITV schedule 
- the biggest indicator 
yet that ITV and the BBC are 
not in the same game. 

It is a perfectly sound com- 
mercial decision for ITV to 
move news in order to grow 
their peak-time - their most 
valuable - audience. 

Their network centre’s job 
is to run the most profitable 

channel possible. It does so by 
offering a schedule that has 
many high-quality prog- 
rammes, but it is a schedule 
that needs to shove inconven- 
ient genres out of the way if 
they inhibit revenue. 

The BBC will retain its main 
evening news at nine o'clock, 
Fldl stop. We will retain our 
early evening news at six 
o’clock so that we offer two 
news programmes on our 
main channel in peak time. 

The move of News at Ten is 
ffie most significant milestone 
yet in a journey that began in 
the early Nineties. The bridges 
between us and ITV have come 
crashing down. There's now 
more clear water between us 
than ever before. 

We saw ITV move its Sun- 
day evening religious prog- 


ramme, Highway, out of peak 
time We’ve seen the end of 
This Week. We saw a narrow- 
ing of the range of prog- 
rammes to be found in the 
evening schedule. 

And whereas once we could 
have a sensible conversation 
with ITV about not chasing 
each other’s Saturday evening 
in order not to confuse viewers, 
those conversations have 
ended. When our schedulers 
sought a discussion to avoid 
scheduling dashes between 
Omnibus and The South Bonk 
Show, ITV wasn't interested. 

ThejoboftheBBC isavery 
different one. 

In 1995, during a weekend of 
50th anniversary celebrations 
for VE Day. BBC Television 
broadcast 11 programmes in 
three days on the subject ITV 
showed three. On VJ Day, the 
BBC broadcast five factual 
programmes. ITV made no 
special arrangements. 

Last yeac on the momen- 
tous day of the Good Friday 
agreement it was the BBC 
that opened up the schedule to 
capture the story. I remember 
Dennis Murray, our dis- 
tinguished Ireland correspon- 
dent telling me how proud he 
was of the BBC as a public ser- 



PODIUM 


Will Wzatt 

From a speech by the 
chief executive, BBC 
Broadcast, to the All 
Party Media Group of 
MPs at Westminster 


vice broadcaster, that on a 
bank-holiday the planned 
schedule was elbowed aside to 
give proper space to one of the 
most important events in 
Ireland's history. 

Ratings are important to 
the BBC, but they are far from 
being the only important mea- 
sure. Our task is to provide 
value for every household and 
we need to reach large num- 
bers of people, particularly on 
BBCi, in order to do that 


WeVe done well over the last 
few years. Increased compet- 
ition has eaten away at the 
share of the established broad- 
casters, but we've pegged our 
losses at half those of ITV 
whose share has fallen 10 
points in eight years. 

We have done this with a 
BBC schedule that has been 
distinctly different from ITVs. 
Share wfll continue to fragment 
and we shall strive to mitigate 
this, to readi large numbers, 
but to do so with a schedule 
that wfll be increasingly dif- 
ferentiated as ITV changes. 

We track that difference by 
measuring the number of 
genres that regularly feature in 
the peak-time schedule. 

We shall continue to have 
Songs of Praise in the early 

Sunday evening all year round, 
science in peak time all year 
round, consumer programmes 
in peak time all year, current 
affairs in peak time all yean and 
the news twice in peak time all 
year round. 

And there will be series 
such as The Human Body and 
'pieLtfeqfBirds onBBCl - big 
investments in time and m oney 
in programmes that are de- 
signed not to maximise ratings 
but to offer unique learning 


experiences to the widest 
audiences. It is what we do. 

I have tried to make dean in 
the hurly-burly of modem 
broadcasting, behind the gos- 
sip, the noise around celeb- 
rities, the occasional alarums 
and excursions, that the BBC 
is not so quietly fulfilling the 
public service promises of in- 
formation, entertainment and 
education, which have been 
its hoty trinity since John Reith 
took over the British Broadcast 
Company, as it first was. 

We now seek to carry these 
same values, the same quality; 
into the digital world. We have 
begun with News 24; BBC 
Choice for enter tainment and 
sport aimed at a younger aud- 
ience; and BBC Parliament; 
and we shall launch a BBC 
learning channel in June. We 
have embraced the Internet, 
which we believe to be the 
third medium ofbroadcasting, 
with BBC Online, which is the 
largest and most visited era- 
tent site in Europe, led, again, 
by news and education. 

So our first steps in the new 

age are news, entertainment, 
Parliament and eduo- 
ation. I think that the A 
late Lord Rdtb would J 
have approved. w 
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Deborah Orr 

You’d think Monica 
had had enough of being 
a victim , but she will 
never have enough of it 


“IT IS a parable of our times, Just as 
Diana's was" (Andrew Morton on 
Monica’s Story) 

And so it begins. Tonight, Moni- 
ca Lewinsky’s first television 
interview will be broadcast in the 
jAS. Tomorrow morning, extracts 
from Andrew Morton’s book about 
her will start serialisation cm both 
sides of the Atlantic. Tomorrow 
evening, an interview by Jon Snow 
will be screened on Channel 4 
News. On Friday Andrew Morton’s 
book about her will hit the streets, 
and Lewinsky will begin a book tour 
to publicise it The rebranding of 
Monica Lewinsky has begun. It is 
already working its magic on me. 

Until now. I've regarded Monica 
Lewinsky sympathetically. She was 
young and a ttractiv e and clearly did 
not know how to control or respect 
her own sexuality She embarked on 
an ill-advised affair with a man 
who should have known better; but 
didn’L She was tricked and be- 
trayed by people posing as her 
friends. She was publicly smeared, 
pandered and lied about She had 
Ser fife, as she had known and imag- 
ined it ruined as part of a political 
witch hunt that wouldn't have 
gained any currency were it not for 
one fact the President of the Unit- 
ed States is a sexually predatory 
hypocrite so obsessed with power 
that even when he'd become 
“leader of the free world” he stQl 
craved the validation he gained 
from seducing impressionable 
young women. 

She has been humiliated before 
the eyes of the world. Now that her 
ordeal is over (or could be if only 
she’d let go), Clinton is still Presi- 
dent, and she is $2m in debt 

But she is, so her siqjporters say 
intelligent An intelligent woman in 
her position could earn $2m quite 
easily. She could grant just one in- 
terview to a commercial television 
#tetwork, accept no fee for it but 
'strike a deal whereby her legal fees 
are paid off by the television com- 
pany. In feet she has received no 
payment from ABC, which has the 
rights to tonight's interview. The 
company will earn $35m from 
advertising during the broadcast 
alone, before they even start to syn- 
dicate it around the world. ABC 
could have wiped out Lewinsky's 
debt at one fell swoop. 

But Lewinsky is dearly howevec 
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of Reply 

Christopher 

Smallwood 



Monica Lewinsky, left, with Barbara Walters who interviewed her for ABC. Lewinsky talked of her ‘dysfunctional family’ AP/Courtesy ABC News, Virginia Sherwood 


not intelligent enough to have 
learned anything, either from her 
own five-year ordeal or from 
scrutiny of the rest of the life of the 
last woman to process her life 
through the agency of Andrew Mor- 
ton, media photographers and higb- 
profile television interviews. No 
good can come of this. The earfy 
signs are that the entire media fest 
wiH be cfoytog, sentimental, self-pity- 
ing and pointless. If Lewinsky 
wants to put this most sorry of af- 
fairs behind her; she is going about 
it in an extraordinarily counter- 
intuitive fashion. 

first, the US television interview 
in which Lewinsky reveals to heavy- 
hitting Barbara.. Walters that 
although she no longer loves Pres- 
ident Clinton, and while she is 
sometimes “angry”, she still has 
“warm feelings" towards him. 

Warm feelings? What’s wrong 
with her? Does she imagine that her 
“Big Guy” returns warm feelings to- 
wards “that woman”? Does she 
think it’s all right to be dropped, de- 
nied, accused of beinga stalker and 
branded as mentally deranged? If 
she forgives this man, then that goes 
a long way towards explaining why 
the rest of America has found it so 
easy to do so. It has to be because 
they’re all misogynists, including 
Lewinsky herself. Not only can 


they not tell right from wrong any 
more, they can’t even tell right 
from left 

During this interview, Lewinsky 
also apologises for the first time to 
the “official Clinton women”, toning 
Chelsea that she is also from “a dys- 
functional famil y”. That’s quite a 
comfort to Chelsea, Tm sure, and as 
for Monica's own parents, well, 
they’ve been told how dysfunctional 
they are plenty of times already and 
now have therapists to ram that 
message home to them. 

Anyfurtberraessage to other im- 
pressionable young girls, like: “don’t 
have affairs with married men with 
children because generally they 
use you and dump you, even when 
they’re not president, and it’s you 
who pays the emotional price”; or 
“when a superior in an office says 
he’d like to see what’s under your 
skirt, think before you flash your 
thong, then point out to him that it’s 
none of his business”, is conspicu- 
ous by its absence. 

Learning from your mistakes, 
and hoping that others might too, 
is something that a responsible 
woman might do, and if you take re- 
sponsibility for yourself, then it’s 
hard to stay a victim. Ybu’d think 
that Lewinsky might have had 
enough of being a. victim, but instead 
it’s beginning to look like sbeT 


never have enough of it That’s 
certainly been the message so far 
in the newspaper serialisation. 
From The Mirror’s several days of 
pre-serialisation serialisation, we’ve 
already learned that “Monica was 
a bright, outgoing strong-willed 
child. Open and friendly, she was 
popular birtnevw quite fitted in with 
the blonde, thin brat pack”. 

Sony, what's the message here? 
Get the peroxide out from an early 
age, and pick yourself up an eating 
dfsordec Then you'll never become 
embroiled in a political sex scandaL 
No, instead the message is that not 
befog blonde and thin is a genuine 
disability, which could blight your 
life, just as it has Lewinsky’s. What 
a pity it wasn’t Glenn Hoddle who 
came up with that one. ft would then 
have been greeted with the con- 
tempt that it deserves. 

Then there’s the Jon Snow 
interview. Lewinsky was able to talk 
in much greater detail during this 
interview, due to reporting restric- 
tions which remain in the United 
States. Leaks have already flushed 
out one exclusive revelation, which 
is that Lewinsky at one point con- 
templated suicide during her ordeaL 
Huirahl Not only is that a healthy 
reaction to ho- situation, but it’s also 
healthy that she only considered sui- 
cide. If only her desire for self- 


preservation was greater than her 
desire for attention. Then we could 
be sure that she will never con- 
template 5Micidft over thin matter 
ever again. Instead, it is her actions 
now which imperil her most of all 

Finally there’s the Morton book, 
which from Lewinsky’s motives for 
wanting it written alone, make it 
sound utterly excruciating. Tdlfke 
to think I will live on in a book. I like 
to be able to reach up on my book- 
shelf for one of Shakespeare’s plays 
and I would like to think that peo- 
ple will do that with this book.” On 
“I want to be happy. I deserve that 
much." On “Pm not a princess in a 
royal sense, but I was also wronged 
by a man who said he loved me." 
Most appalling of all, is the report 
from Andrew Golden, who intro- 
duced Lewinsly to Morton, on what 
Lewinsky has told friends she hopes 
for her future ‘AD I ever wanted was 
to be as internationally famous as 
Princess Diana. I want to be a 
movie or a media star and I do not 
want to be known for ever as the 
woman who brought down a pres- 
ident I deserve better than that” 
My my, Monica Lewinsky believes 
she deserves a lot She does indeed 
have much in common with 
Princess Diana. 

Like Diana, Lewinsky is the vic- 
tim of a dysfunctional family back- 


ground which has left her with 
feelings of inadequacy. While 
Diana's feelings of inadequacy did 
not leave her so riven that she 
doubted her ability to tie first 
Princess of Wales, then Queen, and 
to bring up children who would also 
be monarchs, nor did Lewinsky’s 
disturb her belief - which she still 
maintains despite the overwhelm- 
ing evidence to the contrary - that 
she was just the sort of woman that 
a president would fall in love with, 
in the early days before she was an 
icon to everyone. 

Like Diana, she has been 
hounded by the media, but rather 
than pack up and live quietly out of 
the photographers’ gaze for a cou- 
ple of years, and work out a way of 
living her life that can realty make 
her content, she just wants to stay 
in that hated spoffi^htfor as tongas 
she can. 

Like Diana, she wants lots of 
money, and she wants too earn it 
without too much effort And she 
wants everyone in the world to 
love hen admire hex; understand hec 
and feel her pain. Thank heavens 
that both of these women suffered 
from low self-esteem. What might 
they have considered their worth to 
be if only each of them had had a 
little self-confidence? 


The treasurer of the 
New Europe group 
responds to a 
recent article by 
Donald Macintyre 

POOR DAVID Owen. He may 
have just launched New 
Europe, the “first sensible- 
looking organisation dedicated 
to campai g nin g a gains t the 
euro", as Donald Macintyre 
puts it, but his fa test enterprise 
is doomed before it starts. 
Why? Because he is on the 
“wrong side of history". Or so 
Mr Macintyre argues. 

Yet, as the philosopher 
Isaiah Berlin remarked, “his- 
tory has no libretto”. In other 
words, nothing is inevitable. 

And the truth is that time is 
on New Europe's side. The 
fault lines in the euro edifice 
are already beginning to show. 
The nonsense of imposing one 
interest rate across the whole 
of Europe is already plain to 
Oskar Lafontaine as a rate too 
high for Germany drives that 
country into recession. And it 
will be equally so to Bertie 
Ahem as rates far too low for 
. Ireland send that country up 
in a blaze of inflation. 

When the CBI sees 
Europe's economies destabil- 
ised in this way, it will have to 
revise the unthinking view 
that the euro stands for sta- 
bility and growth. And busi- 
ness will certainly think a gain 
when it appreciates the force 
behind the current Franco- 
German drive to harmonise 
taxes, social costs and regu- 
lation across Europe. As will 
the TUC, when the penny 
drops that this means Euro- 
pean levels of unemployment 
here in Britain. 

Given time, British people 
will realise that befog given 
one vote out of 12 to influence 
economic decisions in France 
and Germany in return for sur- 
rendering n votes out of 12 
over what happens here is not 
good for trade. And, if they do 
not like what euro bodies de- 
ride, they win be able to do 
nothing about it - democratic 
accountability win have gone. 

Time is on our side. Which 
is another way of saying that 
David Owen finds himself on 
the right side of history. 


a 

Chasing the deadly dragon 
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* hsmNG TOKYO in 1985, 1 was stunned by my 
first exposure to the Japanese equivalent of the 
Nine O’Clock News. The entire half-hour was 
given over to the funeral of a yakuza (organised 
crime) boss, gunned down two days before. 
The tones of the voiceover were respectfully 
hushed, as were the strains of background music 
that plaved throughout. At no point was I made 
to feel I was bidding farewell to an anch- 

criminaL Rather, I might have been watching the 

obsequies of a crown prince. 

It was surreal, as if there was no other news 
for Japan. How much, I wondered, had NHK. the 
state broadcaster, been paid? Or was NHK itself 
a yakuza organisation? But no; it was explained 
to me that the yakuza is considered as much 
part of the order of things Japanese as Mount 
Rfli or sumo wrestling. Therefore, the demise 
of a big man merited commemoration. 

Reading The Dragon Syndicates, I was 
reminded of this episode; not because the 
Chinese Triads are ever accorded such overt 
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WEDNESDAY BOOK 

THE DRAGON SYNDICATES: THE GLOBAL 
PHENOMENON OF THE TRIADS 

BY MARTIN BOOTH. DOUBLEDAY. £17.99 


demystifying China itself. The opacity of the one 
is mtimatety connected to Ihe opacity of the othen 

Booth’s thesis is straightforward enough. The 
Triads as criminal fraternities are the descen- 
dants of earlier ‘‘secret” societies founded on 
principles of dan alliance, personal indebtedness 
and mutual protection. They utilised a set of 
common legends and quasi-religious rituals to 
bond their members. 

The need for secrecy was supplied by politi- 
cal circumstance. Because China is so huge, 
harsh regimes alone can govern it But a par- 
ticular spur to secrecy was provided in 1644, 


Eventually, the Q’ing dynasty succumbed to 
the Republic of 1912. Both Sun Vat-sen and 
Chiang Kai-shek had Triad affiliations, but the 
fatter more than the former Indeed, Chiang was 
from his youth an out-and-out gangster and con- 
tinued in much the same vein even after he and 
his Kuomintang fighters withdrew to Taiwan to 
set up a new republic. Throughout the 1950s and 
1960s, he maintained dose links with Triad mob- 
sters in Hong Kong, his plan befog to seize the 
colony and threaten his communist rivals. 

An iroqy of postwar history is that, while Mao 
Tse-tung rid the mainland of its criminal 



id Chinese tradition. Or, to put u anomer wa* 

to tan^Mhe Triads is tantamo unt to this nse to endless trouble. 

WEDNESDAY POEM 

STRUGNELL'S INCREDIBLE 
LIGHTNESS OF BEING 

BY JOHN WHITWORTH 


I am a Modem Poet. People say 
It’s difficult to understand my shift 
I tell them they're not up-to-date enough. 
That’s how it is with Poetry today. 

I am a Modem Poet And a bloke. 

Most of us are. I think while Man creates 

Woman inspires and appreciates. 

Frankly, most Women’s poems are a joke; 


Their sonnets scan. Their rondels rhyme. 

And worse. 

Their volumes SELL! Of course they 

cannot hope 

To pass as poets in the Modem manner 
I scorn to five next door to Sophie Hannah. 

No cocoa win I take with Wendy Cope 
Girls can’t write Poetry. 

They write Light verse. 


, c rniirrrion * From the Sonnet History of Modem Poetry *. illustrated 
Fwm John publish* « £7.95 6y Petertoo Press. 

y 2 Kct!°Oardens. Colstock. Cornwall HI 8 9SA 


were actually engaged in was the development 
of heroin production. 

Enter here the second great fillip to Triad 
activity: the Chinese diaspora. Although Chinese 
traders had settled overseas for many hundreds 
of years, it was Communism’s victory that pro- 
voked the modern exodus. And with this exodus, 
numbering hundreds of thousands, went the 
secret societies and their villains. These, in turn, 
provided a ready-made network for the 
marketing of narcotics. 

Drug^ealfog, howevec is only one division of 
Triad enterprise. Managerial^ one rind of 
crime is much, the same as another Loan-shark- 
fog, ggrahffng, prostitution, kidnap ping, coun- 
terfeiting, smuggling, illegal immigration, 
assassination and computer fraud are all cov- 
ered by the Triad charter 

But where Booth’s account startles is the ex- 
tent to which such activities have been deeply 
seeded in locations as far apart as Amsterdam 
and Sjydnqy; London andBangtok, San Frimcisco 
and J ohann esburg, tO the extent that the Triads, 
aome timeg linking up with lonal mafiosi, are per- 

ceived as the architects of a global lawlessness 
that, sooner or latex; will engulf us aXL 


A Hong Kong karaoke clnb blazes after a 
Triad arson attack in which 15 people died 

By comparison, the yakuza seems almost 
quaint The Dragon Syndicates is palpably 
good on such subjects as Triad lore (“bullets are 
bEnd, knives have no feeling*) Triad hierarchies. 
Triad personalities and Triad business methods. 
However although Booth has had access to 
police files in Britain and in Hong Kong, 
necessarily too many of his sources remain 
undisclosed. This casts a shadow over some of 
his more hyperbolic claims. 

Thus he gives credence to the legend of the 
132 one-kfloton, suitcase-sized nuclear devices 
the Russians are aqjposed to have manufactured 
in the pre- Gorbachev era. The Triads, of course, 
are involved in distributing those that have gone 
missfog. But while this story has been going the 
rounds for several years, no one 1 have ever 
qiol^tobelievesthattbe^bcmibsareanytiung 
other than an example of Russian blarney. In any 
case, since when were the Soviets any good at 
miniaturisation? 

However, we should give credit where credit 
is due. Booth’s is a thumping book and has the 
aura of well researched plausibility in much of 
what it reveals. Chinatown is never going to be 
quite the same again 

JUSTIN WINTLE 
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ANTHONY NUTTING was one of the 
nearly men of post-war British pol- 
itics, seen by many, including Harold 
Macmillan, as a future leader of the 
Conservative Party. But the Suez Cri- 
sis was to bring all these expecta- 
tions to an abrupt end, and Nutting 
who was only 36 at the time of his 
resignatioa arguably suffered the 
greatest political loss. 

Over 40 years latec historical 
opinion is still divided as to whether 
he was the martyr or the self- 
inflicted casualty' of the unfolding 
dramas following President Nasser’s 
nationalisation of the Suez Canal in 
July 1956. The high point of Nutting’s 
ministerial career is easier to assess, 
coming as it did in October 1954 
when he negotiated the final stages 
in Cairo of the Anglo-Egyptian 
Agreement the prelude to the with- 
drawal of British troops from the 
Canal Zone. This marked a new 
phase in the history of Anglo- 
Egyptian relations and brought 
him into personal contact with Pres- 
ident Nasser, of whom he wrote a 
substantial biography in 1972. 

A handsome, elegant figure. Nut- 
ting was a protege of the Foreign 
Secretary. Anthony Eden, to whom 
he was much indebted for his rapid 
political advancement With his dis- 
tinguished war record, and glam- 
orous bearing. Nutting's career had 
many parallels with his mentor 
(Punch depicted him in a cartoon as 
‘•Eden's Eden") and, in Chur chill 's 
last years as prime minister Nutting 
was seen by some as the heir pre- 
sumptive to Eden, the acknowledged 
heir apparent 

But the lVe3suiy benches are lit- 
tered with the bones of future prime 
ministers, and, unlike Eden after his 
resignation from Neville Chamber- 
lain's government in February' 1938, 
Nutting left the Commons in 1956 
and never held office again. It was 
a tragic and. in the view of many; un- 
necessary end to a career that had 
promised so much, just at the mo- 
ment when it could have been ex- 
pected to fulfil all the hopes placed 
in him by Eden. However Nutting felt 
himself unable to defend the Sevres 
Agreement with Franco and Israel 
over the invasion of Egypt, the 
dilemma that Walter Monckton told 
him he would have to face in the 
House of Commons, and for this he 
paid a heavy personal price. But, as 
Eden said al the time of his own res- 
ignation. "There are occasions when 
strong political convictions must 
override all other personal and 
political loyalties." 

He was born in 1920. the third son 
of Sir Harold Nutting, second 
Baronet, a wealthy landowner, 
whose main scat was at Qucnby HaH 
Leicestershire, in his youngest son’s 
future constituency. As his two elder 
brothers were killed on active ser- 
vice. Anthony Nutting succeeded to 
the harunetcy on the death of his 
father in rJ7L\ 

He was educated at Eton and 
Trinity College. Cambridge. On the 
outbreak of the Second Wbrld War, 
he joined the Leicester Yeomanry. 
He was invalided ouL in 1940 and 
joined the Foreign Service in Paris. 
After the fall of France, his Intelli- 
gence experience was invaluable in 
Sp;un in arranging escape routes far 
Allied Forces. Later he headed the 
Scandinavian Department of the 


Foreign Office and in 1942 was 
Eden's Private Secretary, a post 
that defined much of his subse- 
quent career and the first stage of 
a relationship that was to have 
bitter-sweet consequences. 

Nutting's Section as Conser v a tiv e 
MP for the Melton division of Leices- 
tershire in the Labour landslide of 
1945 proved a golden opportunity and 
he swiftly rose through the party 
hierarchy; serving as Chairman of 
the Young Conservatives in 1946 
(reinvigorating a flagging organi- 
sation); the youngest Chairman of 
the National Union at the Blackpool 
Conference of October 1950, and 
Chairman of the National Executive 
when the Conservatives returned to 
office the following year. 

Nutting was an obvious candidate 
for preferment and Eden, whom 
Nutting would have preferred to see 
as Prime Minister; sought his ser- 
vices as Undersecretary at the 
Foreign Office, advising him never 
to take a non-departmental job be- 
cause, however grand the title, that 
would be when he would be mar- 
ginalised When Nutting led a dele- 
gation to see Churchill shortly 
afterwards, the Prime Minister in- 
quired: “Haven't I seen you be- 
fore?" Nutting explained that he was 
Chairman of the National Executive 
and that Churchill himself had re- 
cently appointed him to the Foreign 
Office. “Well, you can't do both jobs," 
said Churchill and Nutting’s path 
was thereafter firmly set in the 
international field 

In 1954 he was promoted Minster 
of State and for two years led, with 
notable success, the British Dele- 
gation to the United Nations and - 
a harder assignm ent - to the Dis- 
armament Commission. When Eden 
finally became Prime Minister in 
April 1955, Nutting was seen as one 
of the charmed circle who bore the 
key of all his counsels. But the skies 
were about to darken. 

In the autumn of 1955, New Ifork 
papers publicised personal difficul- 
ties Nutting was experiencing. How- 
ever, Eden stood loyally by Nutting, 




Nutting's political career never recovered after 1956 


Charles Waterhouse. Owing to Sal- 
isbury's Alness, Nutting was draft- 
ed in at a late stage, “as a deputy for 
a deputy", to read the prepared text 
Tb placate the right wing, the 
party managers wanted Nutting to 
explain that the text was Salis- 
bury’s, but the speech was delivered 
as though it was Nutting's own 
(“Make no mistake," he said pri- 
vately beforehand “this is to be Nut- 
ting’s day”) and the forceful address 
contributed to the bewilderment 
his resignation generated in some 
quarters in November 
TWo days after the Llandudno 
speech Nutting was present at the 
fateful meeting at Ch^uers when a 
French delegation outlined to Eden 
what became known as “The Plan", 
whereby the Israelis were to be in- 
vited to launch an attack on Egypt 
across the Sinai Peninsula, after 
which the French and the British 


peared in 1986, and Suez was once 
more tiie topic of debate, Nutting 
placed a notice in the newspapers 
reiterating that his “resignation 
was purely a matter of conscience 
and principle". 

Nevertheless, after his resigna- 
tion, Nutting was regarded as an 
outsider in the tribal world of Con- 
servative politics. It was an unhap- 
py time. His first marriage, to Gillian 
Strutt, ended in divorce in 1959 after 
18 years. Though there was never 
any rapprochement with Eden, Nut- 
ting wrote a generous letter to Sel- 
wyn Lloyd when he was dismissed 
as Chancellor of the Exchequer by 
Macmillan in July 1962 and, for his 
part, Selwyn Lloyd, who had once de- 
scribed the 1956 resignation as 
“Much Ado about Nutting", spoke in 
support of Nutting when he con- 
tested (unsuccessfully) East Oldham 
in the 1966 general election. 


When he resigned from the Commons over Suez , Selwyn 
Lloyd described the affair as 1 Much Ado about Nutting But, 
as Eden said, * There are occasions when strong political 
convictions override all other personal and political loyalties' 


whom he regarded as a key player, 
resisting pressure from certain el- 
ements in the Conservative Party to 
remove Nutting from the Fbreign Of- 
fice to a less sensitive position. Eden 
was encouraged by Nutting's robust 
response to the sacking of Glubb 
Pasha as Commander of the Arab 
Legion in March 1956, but the 
ramifications of the unfolding Suez 
Crisis from Ju|y was to fracture 
their relationship. 

In the absence of the Fbragn Sec- 
retary Selwyn Lloyd, who was ne- 
gotiating with his Egyptian opposite 
number Dr Fhwzi, in New York, Lard 
Salisbury was due to reply to the for- 
eign Affairs Debate on II October at 
the Party Conference in Llandudno, 
when trouble was anticipated from 
the right-wing Suez Group, led by 


would intervene to separate the 
combatants and regain the canal. 
When Eden said to the Duty Secre- 
tary “There's no need to take notes". 
Nutting knew in his heart that their 
paths would inevitably diverge. 

Nutting's resignatioa, communi- 
cated to Eden on 31 October; was de- 
layed until after the invasion, but 
complicated by some Conservative 
backbenchers, now dead, who 
sought to impugn his integrity by a 
whispering campaign concerning 
his private life which they suggest- 
ed was the real reason he wanted to 
“bale out" of both his office and his 
constituency in an era when divorce 
proceedings could have profound po- 
litical consequences fora Conserv- 
ative MP When Robert Rhodes 
James's biography of Eden ap- 


D. R. Thorpe 


After this failure tore-enter main- 
stream politics, Nutting divided his 
time between his London homes, 
where he wrote on Arab affairs, and 
his farming interests at Achentoul 
in Sutherland, where he was a will- 
ing host A series of books, of which 
Nasser (1972) was the most conse- 
quential, appeared and he was a con- 
sultant for the film Lawrence of 
Arabia (1962), another of his bio- 
graphical subjects. But it was the 
publication in 1967 of his account of 
Suez, No End of a Lesson, which 
fluttered the most dovecotes, in- 
volving the Cabinet Office and con- 
stitutional questions about the 
Official Secrets Act and a Privy 
Councillor’s oath. 

Although Nutting's book was to be 
superseded by later accounts, its im- 


HanAd Anthony Nutting, diplomat, 
politician and writer, bom 
Shrewsbury 11 January 1920; Sec- 
retary to Anthony Eden 1942; AfP 
(Conservative) far Melton Divi- 
sion of Leicestershire 1945-56; 
Chairman, young Conservatives, 
1946; Chairman, Conservative 
National Union 1950-51; Chairman, 
Conservative National Executive 
Committee 1951; Undersecretary, 
Foreign Affairs 1951-54; PC 1954 ; 
Minister of State far Foreign 
Affairs 1954-56; Leader, UK Dele- 
gation to United Nations and 
United Nations Disarmament 
Commission, 1954-56; succeeded 
1972 as third Bt; married 1941 
Gillian Strutt (two sons, one 
daughter, marriage dissolved 
1959), 1961 Anne Gunning (died 
1990), 1991 Margarita Sanchez; 
died London 23 February 1999. 


Ruth Gipps 


Hutton Getty 


portance lay in the fact that it was 
the first disclosure by a British min- 
ist e r of the events surrounding the 
Sdvres Protocol. Many were out- 
raged tty the appearance of the 
book, but Selwyn Lloyd never re- 
garded Nutting’s account as being 
a case of sour grapes. “As a result 
of it" he wrote, “we have to face a 
number of impor tant issues" , and it 
influenced Lloyd’s derision to pub- 
lish in due course his own account 

Having waited 10 years to put his 
side of the stay Nutting was unlucky 
in its timing , for the publication co- 
incided with the outbreak of the Six 
DayWai; when even some of Eden's 
former critics were prepared to 
allow the possibility that contem- 
porary events may have proved 
Eden to have been right all along. 
Demands for a debate in Parliament 
and an inquiry on the model of the 
Dardanelles Committee in 1916 
never took wing. 

In his later years, though weak- 
ened by arthritis and asthma, An- 
thony Nutting gave generously (rfhis 
time to historians and researchers, 
an important witness to events 
which had shaped, and then ulti- 
mately destroyed his political careen 


THE COMPOSER, conductor and 
teacher Ruth Gipps said she had 
always found it “difficult to under- 
stand young people who don’t know 

what they want to be when they grow 

up”. For Gipps, from a young age, it 
was muse. 

M first manoeuvred by her moth- 
er into appearing as a child pianist, 

she altered the Royal College of 
Music in 1937, winning the Caird 
<s<4uiiflr«)iip _ Hoe she developed 
both as a composer with %ughan 
Mams and Gordon Jacob and as 
a pianist. Several contemporaries 
have remarked on her performance 
of the Brahms Second Piano 
Concerto while a student 

When Sir Henry Wood conducted 

tone poemf5nohtttt Armour 
at the last night of the 1943 Proms, 
he signalled the emergence of a tal- 
ented new voice. Chamber wuiks 
hpri already been heard at the Wig- 
more Ff»Ti, and no musician could 

have had a more rewarding concert 

when in Birmingham in March 1945 
chp was soloist in a Glazunov piano 
concerto anf * followed it by playing 
cor anglais in the first performance 
of her own First Symphony. 

During the Second Wbrid War ber 

life was focused on Birmingham, 
where, in 1942, she married the 
clarinettist Robert Baker In 1944. 
while he was away on war service, 
she was a full-time orchestral mu- 
sician (oboe/cor anglais) in the City 
of Birmingham Orchestra. During 
tiie 1940s Birmingham was an active 
centre of musical creativity as the 
conductor George Weldon encour- 
aged local composers and played 
several big works by Gipps, includ- 
ing two symphonies, violin and piano 
concertos and various tone poems. 

As an oboist she was a student of 
Leon Goossens and she caught the 
eye of Sir Malcolm Sargent, who 
asked her to play orchestral cor 
an glais solos in works such as The 
Sioan of Tuonela. When he- ap- 
proachable one-movement Second 
Symphony was given by the Birm- 
ingham Orchestra in October 1946, 
she seemed to be securely launched 
as a compose; and it is sad that she 
did not live to see the revival of 

this work by theyoung English con- 
ductor Douglas Bostock, due out on 
CD in April. 

Barit in a London she “found a 
changed workF. Sir Henry TO>od was 
dead and no one wanted to look at 
scores of orchestral works, so she 
tnrnpri her attention to chamber 
music. In 1956 she won the Cobbett 
prize of tiie Society of Women Mu- 
sicians for ber Clarinet Sonata, Op 
45, the slow movement of which was 
written at a sitting. “I heard it in my 
mind.” she said “and wrote it down 
as fast as I could scribble." 

Gipps developed a portfolio of ac- 
tivities including directing the City 
of Birmingham Choir; musical jour- 
nalism and university extra-mural 
lecturing. Throughout her life Ruth 
Gipps was a byword for industry and 
no-nonsense integrity, and, en- 
countering the feeling against 
women musicians evident in the 
1940s and 1950s, she attempted to 
estabfish hersetf tty industry and aca- 
demic excellence, bring awarded 
an external Durham BMus in 1941, 
and a dodnrate in 1948 forwhich her 
composition exercise was her can- 
tata The Cat, described by one con- 
ductor as “great fun, full erf vitality”. 



Gipps: uncompromising 




Erich Hartmann 






.\ 




Entrance to prisoner cells. Theresienstadi Gestapo prison CTerezm, 
Czech Republic): photograph by Hartmann from In the Camps CVtW. 
Norton, 1995). * Arbeit machtfret’: ‘Work makes you free’ 


WHEN ERICH Hartmann joined 
the Magnum photographic co- 
operative in 1951 the direction of the 
group (and of the time) was photo- 
journalism - but not for Hartmann. 
He chose a more personal path in 
which to express himself: the pho- 
tographs he made for Fortune mag- 
azine of science and industry 
showed a uniquely human face. 

It was just a step from this phase 
of his career to his assignments for 
major corporations to photograph 
their factories and their workers. He 
was the first to bring the techniques 
of photojournalism to corporate 
photography. By his example he 
opened an entire new field for 
photographers whose mam venues 
were newspapers and magazines. 
He said. “I want to photograph ob- 
jects in ways they have never been 
seen before." 

His work showed a purity, depth 
and considered approach, at a time 
tin the 1970s) when photographs 


were being extolled for their snap- 
shot quality. He was also an early 
colourist and he had one-man exhi- 
bitions in New Ybrk, London, Paris, 
Amsterdam, Tokyo and a number of 
cities in Germany. 

Hartmann was born in Munich in 
1922 and left Germany as a teenag- 
er in 1938 when the Nazi threat in- 
creased and his family emigrated to 
America. During the Second World 
Whr he volunteered far the US Arnty 
and served in Europe. After the war 
he moved to New Ybrkand learned 
photography as an assistant to a por- 
trait photographer and, from 1948 to 
1950, at the New School for Social 
Research, with Charles Leireus, 
Berenice Abbott and Alexei Brod- 
ovitch. He was first associated with 
Magnum in 1951 and became a full 
member in 1954. 

In the late 1960s and 1970s hefived 
in London. He documented the con- 
struction of the Britannia aircraft for 
the Bristol Aeroplane Company and 


he photographed for the leading 
colour magazines: the Sunday 
Times, The Observer and the Tele- 
graph, notably on such stories as 
“ Sh a ke speare's Warwickshire" and 
“The Norman Conquest Descen- 
dants". For the Weekend Telegraph 
he made sensitive colour pictures of 
“Styes of English Architecture”, in 
a series of photo-essays for winch Sir 
John Betjeman wrote the words, and 
he also travelled with Betjeman to 
the Fheroe Islands. 

Later Hartmann returned to Ger- 
many where he had lived in the shad- 
ow of the Nazis unto he was 16, and 
chose a project for himself: the 
death camps. He made an unfor- 
gettable book, In the Camps 0995). 
Hesaid. “I sirq^y fettobEgedtostand 
in as many of the camps as I could 
reach, to fulfil a duty that I could not 
define and to pay a belated tribute 
with the tools of my profession," 

The book is a magnificent tribute. 
There is hardly a person in it So soli- 


tary is it, so desolate, that we peo- 
ple the pages with our own ghosts, 
we bring to it our own fears and im- 
agery. These imaghringK have the 
feeling of poetry. 

Wfe see a room fall afbraken shoes; 
another room of battered sa tchels; 
another of ten chfidresf s clothes; the 
windowless barracks in four tiers in 
which multitudes tried to survive; or 
a square in which a gallows hangs 
in tiie wind. The railway tracks 
which many took into the camp; a 
single gas chamber in Auschwitz. 

Photographs from the book con- 
tinue to travel as an exhibition in the 
United States and Europe; it has 
been at the Royal Armouries in 
Leeds since last November; 

It is hard to go from examining 
the book to describe all Erich 
Hartmann did for the Magnum co- 
operative when he served on the 
board or was vice-president (1975 
and 1979) or president (1985). Burt 
Glinn describes how he and Hart- 



Gipps’s music, which is in most 
conventional forms except opera, 
was well received by audiences, 
but her idiom reflected her student 
days with Vaughan Williams. It 
was not forward-looking, even in 
1945, and the post-war emergence of 

an iconoclastic new generation typ- ’ 

ified by Peter Racine Fricker; 
and later the establishment of seri- 
qi icm, meant that stylistic issues 
often stood in the way of objective 
critical assessment 

Gipps felt her best works woe . 
those for orchestra, a view ooa- 
firmedby the BBC broadcast in 1983, 
<rf her impressive Fourth symphony 
under the baton of Sir John 
Pritchard. More recently she was 
able to attend the sessions when 
David Pyatt recorded her remark- 
able Horn Concerto, not yet issued. 
Those present who -had not en- 
countered her music before re- 
marked on its personality and 
invention, wanting to hear more. 

She could not understand the 
BBC’s bureaucratic procedures 
for assessing new music submitted, 
and she fought a despairing and 
unsuccessful campaign to have 
her Fifth Symphony broadcast 
She was no tactician and spoke he* 
min d bluntly. 

She was devoted to her students. 
First appointed to Trinity College 
of Music (1959-66) to teach compo- 
sition and harmony she moved to 
the Royal College of Music in 1967 
where she filled the vacancy left by 
the retirement of her composition 
teacher Gordon Jacob. However; 
her uncompromising antagonism 
to avant-garde developments in 
the 1960s and 1970s became a limi- 
tation when she came to teach the 
London BMus. 

Proud of her appointment as a 
professor of composition at, as she 
wrote, “my Alma Mater”, she taught 
theory and history for a decade 
before leaving unhappily in the 
summer of 1977 to take up tire ap- 
pointment of Senior Lecturer in 
Music at Kingston Polytechnic, 
feeling that on the modern music 
issue at the RCM her “position had 
become impossible” 

The London Repertoire Orches- 
tra filled an enormous gap when 
she founded it in 1955. Here, every 
week on Wednesday (chamber en- 
semble) and Friday (full orches- 
tra), she provided an opportunity of 1 
working through a huge span of 
repertoire, an activity she continued 
fin- 31 years. 

The cellist Julian Lloyd Webber 
remembers her capacity to inspire. 
“Without people like tier," he says, 
“a lot of us would not have had the 
necessary experience of the reper- 
toire when we first entered the pro- 
fession.” He cites the “infectious 
enthusiasm” she brought to Elgar’s 
Enigma Variations when on one 
occasion she came to conduct tire 
RCM First Orchestra. With tiie LRQ 
she also gave intending soloists 
like Lloyd Webber the opportunity 
to try through the concerto reper- 
toire, and with him later gave the 
first London performance of tiie 
Bliss Cello Concerto. 

The LEO was an example of 
Gipps’s practical vision. Later she 
also founded the Chanticleer Or- 
chestra. Her work for the music 
profession was wide and largely 
unsung Typical was the establish- 
ment of the British Music Informa- 
tion Centre. While Chair of tiie 
Composers’ Guild in 1967, with Eliz- 
abeth Yeomans she did all the 
donkey work which led to the suc- 
cessful launch of this invaluable in- 
stitution, and it was not the least of 
her achievements. 

A sports car enthusiast -she had 
first a 1935 MG, later a 1968 Morgan 
— Ruth Gipps thought nothing of 
driving heavily swathed, through 
afl weathers. 


Lewis Foreman 


Ruth Dorothy Louisa Gipps, com- 
poser, conductor and teacher: born 
BexkULon-Sea, East Sussex 20 
February 1921; MB E 1981; married 
1942 Robert Baker (one son); 
died Eastbourne, East Sussex 23 
February 1999. 


maim pomp tn Magnum at the same 
time, almost 47 years ago: 

We have photographed together and 
met together and consulted together 
about ethics and journalism, and we 
have attended 46 Magnum General 
Meetings, the fir st wit h enty eight other 
photographers and the last with more 
than SO, but all of them passionate, 
contentious and personal. 

He goes om 

Through all these years Erich, more 
than anyone else, has been my moral 
compass. No matter how knotty the 
problem he never settled for the facile 
compromise. He was always wise, judi- 
cious, and ferocious to find the right 

answer rather than the easy one. When 
I suspected that I was pursuing my sett 
interest rather than the common good 
I would glance over at Erich and if I 
encountered his quizzically cocked 
eyebrow i would shut up. 


EvE ARNOLD 


Erich Hartmann, photographer: 
bom Munich 29 July 1922; married 
Ruth Bams (one son, one daughter); 
died New Tbric 4 February 1999. 
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THE THEATRE director Jose Quintero 
has been credited with one of the most 
important developments in American 
theatre of the past 50 years- the emer- 
gence of off-Broadw^y as a viable source 
of great, theatre, both artistically and 
L Mmsxaally He also rescued from ne* 

gKet the playwright Eugene O’Neill, 
with whose works he became particu- 
. lari(y identified, and was important in es- 
tablishing the careers of actors Jason 
Robards, Geraldine Page and Confyo 
Dewburst, Quintero's staging of such 
O’Neill plays as The Iceman Cometh, 
Long Day’s Journey Into Night and A 
Moon for the Misbegotten has become 
legendaiy and be also had great success 
with works of Tennessee Williams, 
Truman Capote and Thornton Wilder 

Off-Broadway as a district was cen- 
tred after the Second World War around 
Greenwich Village, its appeal parochial 
and its shows rarely covered by major 
critics. That changed forever in 1952 
when Quintero directed a revival of Ten- 
nessee Williams’s Summer and Smoke, 
which had failed on Broadway. Mount- 
ed at a theatre co-founded by Quintero, 
-the Cird e-in-the-Square, and starring 
'Jpe relatively unknown Geraldine Page, 
it was reviewed by the New ¥brfc Times 
critic Brooks Atkinson (because it was 
by Williams) and he applauded the play, 
the cfirection and the performances. 

Overnight both Quintero and Page 
were star names, and the play ran for 
more than a year; though Quintero was 
later to refer to his sudden fame as b a 
curse” The bond that he was later to 
display with the works of O’Neill (he cE- 
rected 19 productions of O’Neill plays) 
was echoed in the similarities between 
Quintero’s personality and that of the 
tortured playwright 

Quintero was bom in 1924 in Pana- 
ma City, one of four children of a Span- 
ish businessman. “From birth I was 
branded a disaster;’' he later recalled, 
stating that his father had wanted a 
daughter, since he already had sons, 

& darker than anyone else’s in the 
family. His father rejected the boy’s at- 
tempts to meet his demands through- 
out his childhood, and later refused to 
acknowledge Quintero’s homosexuali- 
ty. “I was taken to a brothel by my fa- 
ther when I was 15,” wrote Quintero, 
U but I was unable to function sexually.” 

Planning to become a priest, he was 
educated at the LaSalle Catholic High 
School in Panama City but when he 
graduated in 1943 with barely average 
grades he was best known for his abil- 
ity to decorate altars and his devotion 
to Bette'Davis movies. He altered the 
University of Southern California as a 
medical student, but after receiving a 
letter from his father saying, “I once had 
a son whose name was the same as the 
one you bear; but as for as I am con* 
cemed, he is dead”, he felt he no longer 
had to please his family. 

^ Seeing a touring version of Emfyn 
ITWiUiams's The Com Is Green, which he 
attended every night of its two- week mn, 
awakened an interest in theatre, and he 
enrolled at the Goodman Theatre Dra- 
matic School in Chicago. A year lata; 
with a group of drama students, he es- 
tablished a repertory company the Loft 
Players, in Woodstock, New Vbrk, where 
plays directed by Quintero included The 
Glass Menagerie and Synge's Riders to 
the Sea. In 1950 the group moved to New 
York City and on their small profits con- 
verted an unused former night-dub, the 
Greenwich Village Inn, into a theatre in 
the round which they called the Circle- 
in-the- Square Theatre. 

Their first season’s plays included 
Doric of the Moon, The Enchanted and 
Yernio, then in 1952 came Summer and 
Smoke, which established both off- 
Broadway and Quintero. “Quintero’s 
success ignited footlights all over the W- 
» ^age,” reported The New York Times ; 





Quintero: ‘Silence is as eloquent as words’ 


Hutton Getty 


“The American theatre expanded some 
40 blocks. Critics realised they would not 
foil info the Atlantic if they ventured 
south of Times Square.” Quintero 
himself was to write in his autobiogra- 
phy If You Dortt Dance, They Beat 
You (1972), 

The day alter Summer and Smoke opened, 
we became a success. I had never known 
wbat success was, but somebowin the Unit- 
ed States thines happen orcrajghL They give 
you no time & preparation. Let me state 
here and now that success is a curse. It has 
a way of devouring any future inventiveness 
that one possesses. One breathes fear of 
change. It impregnates you with a formula 
in order to give birth to nothing. I befieve that 
now, but then at 26 and having changed 
overnight from unwanted to the most 
desired, it is the ever longed-for and seldom 
achieved sensation of complete happiness. 
I was encouraged by the long line of people 
outside the box-office, looking as if they did 
not get a ticket to see the marvel of my work, 
they would faint with disappointment 


Auctions directed by Quintero before his 
landmark staging of The Iceman 
Cometh in 1959. Eugene O’Neill, w inner 
of four Pulitzer frizes and the only 
American dramatist to receive a Nobel 
Prize, had been lauded as the country’s 
finest playwright but by the time of his 
death in 1953 his reputation had faded 
and critics were caffing his work dated. 
Quintero’s revival of Iceman, neazfy five 
hours long with a shattering central per- 
formance (his first major success) by 
Jason Robards, drastically changed 
that view (“a major production of a 
major theatre work”, wrote Atkinson), 
and six months later on Broadway 
Quintero staged the American pre- 
miere of Long Day’s Journey Into 
Night starring Robards, Fredric March 
and Florence Eldridge, which won both 
the Pulitzer Prize and the Drama Crit- 
ics Circle Award. Atkinson said, “It re- 


Quintero almost single-handedly revived 
the neglected Eugene O'Neill Tart of my 
soul,’ he said, ‘ belongs to ONeilV 


Summer and Smoke had many of the 
qualities which would become trade- 
marks of Quintero’s direction, notably 
his dextrous manipulation of pauses 
and silence. “I do not like a fast-paced 
show,” he said. *! prefer subtlety and 
atmosphere. And particularly silences. 
Silence is as eloquent as words.” 

One of his influences had been Jean 
Delannoy’s film version of La Sym- 
jihmie Pastorale: 

I stayed to see it three times until the movie 
house dosed. And all that I know about 
direction came from that movie. When you 
direct, you're after that shy inner thing hid- 
den in the woods of your being. But it is not 
technique that I was ever searching for; but 
rather the treasure of the blind heart 

Tr uman Capote's The Grass Harp 
was among other well-received pro- 


stores the drama to literature and the 
theatre to art.” 

Quintero formed a close bond with 
(YNeiH’s widow Cariotta, who had en- 
trusted the much-coveted posthumous 
ploy to him, and for many years wore 
her wedding ring, which she gave him 
as a gift. “Quintero seems possessed by 
0 ’Neill's spirit," wrote The New York 
Times , while O’Neill’s biographer Bar- 
bara Gelb wrote, “He has O’Neill’s 
haunted, penetrating eyes. When his 
demons converged, he hid, tike O’Neill, 
in the bottle.” 

Quintero’s later directorial work in- 
cluded Children cf Darkness (1958), 
which advanced the careers of George 
C. Scott and Colleen Dewhurst. and for 
the Metropolitan Opera House a double 


Gazette 


bill of Cavaiterta Fhisticana and I 
PagHacci (1958) . Other lauded produc- 
tions included Thornton Wilder’s Our 
Town (1959) - Wilder attended re- 
hearsals and, like Tennessee Williams, 
became a dose friend of the director - 
Genet’s The Balcony (I960), Williams’s 
Carnino Real (1960), and many works 
of O’Neill including Strange Interlude 
(1963) for the Actor's Studio with a cast 
including Gerakfine Page, Ben Gazzara, 
Franchot Tone and Jane Fbnda, More 
Stately Mansions (1967) with Ingrid 
Bagman, A Moon for the Misbegotten 
0973) with Robards and Dewhurst for 
which he won the Tony Award as Best 
Director; Anna Christie (1977) with Uv 
Ullman, and A Touch of the Poet (1977) 
with Robards and Geraldine Fitzgerald. 
In 1988 Robards and Dewhurst ap- 
peared in a revival oS Long Day’s Jour- 
ney Into Night to mark the centenary 
of O'Neill’s birth 

Quintero made one film, an adapta- 
tion by Gavin Lambert of the Tennessee 
Williams novella The Roman Spring of 
Mrs Stone (1961). Featuring Vivien 
Lesgh as an ageing widow who pays an 
Italian gigolo (a miscast Warren Beat- 
ty) to make love to hen it had some 
effective sequences and a biting per- 
formance by Lotte Lenya as a waspish 
procuress, but was not a success. 

In 1980 Quintero directed Williams's 
last play. Clothes for a Summer Hotel, 
based on the relationship between F. 
Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald, but it ran 
for only 14 performances. Its star Geral- 
dine Page, commented, “What made 
Jos a great director was that he would 
do everything by suggestion. He would 
give you the means without telling you i 
what to do. His ideas were so h uman 
So poetic.” 

In the mid-Seventies, when Ms drink- 
ing problem had become acute (“I used 
to fill little bottles and put them in my 
pockets and during rehearsals I would 
go away in the dark and drink them”), 
Quintero was aided in his fight against 
alcohol by Nicholas Tsacrios, an ad- 
vertising executive, who became his 
longtime companion. In 1987, the di- 
rector contracted throat cancer and had 
his larynx removed, assuming it would 
mean the end of his career. T thought 
of O’Neill in the last 10 years of his life, 
when he could no longer work because 
of the tremor in his hands. And he could 
not dictate and he could not write on a 
typewriter; so it meant the end of his 
life.” But Quintero learned how to use 
a mechanical voice box and continued 
to work, also becoming a lecturer and 
university professor 

In Auguk 1996 he directed two early 
one-act plays by O’Neill at the Province- 
town Repertory Theatre on Cape Cod, 
where the plays were written. “Part of 
my soul” he said, “belongs to OTJeDL” 

Throughout his career despite oc- 
casional work on Broadway and in 
London, where he staged Long Day’s 
Journey Into Night in 1958, he re- 
mained true to his off-Broadway 
roots. “I wouldn't have been on Broad- 
way if it hadn’t been for off-Broadway,” 
he said. Talking of some of the other 
founder members of the Circle who 
departed to earn more money, he 
commented, 

The theatre did not reward them to the 
degree that they wanted. But those of us who 
stubbornly stuck it out have enriched con- 
temporary theatre by being wiHing to pledge 
heart soul, mind, strength and loneliness to 
the sometime wickedness of that whore. It 
can kiss you and applaud you and at the 
same time break your heart But there is 
nothing you can do about it Nothing you 
want to do about it Ybn are in love. What 
else is there? 

TOM VALLANCE 

Jose Benjamin Quintero, theatre 
director bom Panama City 15 
October 1924; died New York 26 
February 1999. 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

NUTTING: The Right Hon Sir 
-Anthony, Bt PC. 7%foneral wiU 
•e hehfat 3pm on Thursday 4 
Itereh at Holy Trinity Brompton. 
family and friends welcome. AU 
enquiries to Lcverton ana sons 
Ltd, 0171-387 6075. 

RAH1U.Y; Peggy uwc Warrent 
beloved wife oTMbA and mother 
ol Christine. Angela, Patrick, 
Brian and Denis. FracefoUyJn 
her sleep on Sunday 28 Pebni- 
ary 1998. Rmeral service at si 
Mary’s Church. Westwood, 
Bridferti-on-AvGa. on T\jesaay v 
March at ILSOpm. Donations 
please to the Stroke Association, 

Stroke House, Whitecrros 

. Street London ECft 63J. 


Announcements for BIRTHS. 

• MARRIAGES i DEATHS 

(Births. Adoptions. Marriages. 
Deaths. Memorial services. 
Wedding anniversaries, 1° 
memoriam) are charged at 
£6.50 a line (VAT estra). 


BIRTHDAYS 

Mr Ernest Bradbury, writer 
and broadcaster; 80; Mr 
Nicolas Dusan Bratza, High 
Court judge, 54; Tire Hon 
Peter Brooke MP, 65; Sir 
George Gardiner, former 
MR 64; Mr David Glencross, 
former chief executive, ITC, 
63; Dr Rod Hackney, past 
President, RIBA 57; Mrs 
Joan Humble MP, 43; Mr 
Takas hi Ishihara, counsel- 
lor, Nissan Motor Co, 87; Mr 
Martin Lovett, musician and 
teacher, 72; Mr Maurice 
Lynn, former Headmaster; 
The Oratory School 48; Mrs 
Eleanor McLaughlin, for- 
mer Lord Provost and Lord* 
lieutenant of Edinburgh, 61; 
Air Vice-Marshal Charles 
Maughan, 78; Professor 
Neil Merritt, former Vice- 
Chancellor, Portsmouth Uni- 
versity, 6G; Mr James Miller, 
Headmaster; Royal Grammar 
School Newcastle upon 

TVne, 49; Mr Steve Morri- 
son. chief executive, Grana- 
da Media Group. 52; Mr 
Peter CSullevan. racing 
commentator; 81; Sir Mark 
Prescott, racehorse trainer, 


51; Miss Miranda Richard- 
son, 41; Mr Ronald Searle, 
artist and cartoonist, 79; 
Lord Templeman, a former 
Lord of Appeal in Ordinary 
79; Miss Fatima Whitbread, 
javelin thrower; 38; Mr Mike 
Wood MP, 53. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Alexander Graham 
Bell inventor of the tele- 
phone, 1847; Sir Henry 
Joseph Wood founder of the 
Promenade Concerts, 1869; 
Philip Edward Thomas, poet 
and critic, 1878; Jean Harlow 
(Harlean Carpenter), actress, 
1911. Deaths: Giovanni Dom- 
enico Tiepolo, painter and 
engraver; 1804; Lou Costello 
(Louis Frauds CristiUo), 
actor and comedian, 1959; 
Arthur Koestier; writer; 1983; 
Danny Kaye (Daniel David 
Karminsky), actor and enter- 
tainer; 1987. On this day. . 
Bizet’s Carmen was first 
performed at the Opdra 
Comique, Paris, 1875; the 
Turkish National Assembly 
abolished the Caliphate, and 
disestablished the Islamic 


religion, 1924. Today is the 
Ffeast Day of St Aelred of 
Rievauhc, St Anselm of 
Nonantola, St Arthelais, St 
Chef; St Cunegund empress, 
St Emeterius, St-Gervinus, 
Saints Marinus and Astyrius, 
St Non or Nonnita and St 
Winwaloe or Guenole. 


LECTURES 

Royal Society of Arts, Lon- 
don WC2: Dr D. Neil Martin, 
“Smell: can it be used to 
manipulate behaviour?", 6pm 
(0171-930 9286 for tickets). 
Gresham College, at Staple 
Inn Had London WCl: Pro- 
fessor Roger Penrose, “The 
Limi ts of Computation", 1pm. 


LUNCHEONS 

Australia & New Zealand 
Chamber of Commerce UK 
Mr Bob Hawke was the 
guest of honour and speaker 
at a business lunch held yes- 
terday by the Australia & 
New Zealand Chamber of 
Commerce UK, at the Baltic 
Exchange, London EC3. 


ROYAL 

ENGAGEMENTS 

The Princess Royal visits 
Grade Corporation UK's 
Headquarters at Orade 
Parkway, Thames Valley 
Park, Reading, Berkshire; as ' 
President, the Princess 
Royal Trust for Carers, visits 
Reading and Central 
Berkshire Carers Centre 
“Support for Rural Carers” 
event at Theale Medical Cen- 
tre, Theale, Berkshire, and 
the Kirby Room, St Luke’s 
Church, Theale; opens 
Bradbury House, Berkshire 
Multiple Sderosis Therapy 
Centre Limited’s new 
Centre at August End 
Reading; and as President 
Save the Chfidren Fund 
attends a Reception for 
Wessex Walks Volunteers at 
'Rii Hringharn Pala ce ,, 


Changing of the guard 

The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen’s Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, Ilam. 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
p 4 . hour answering machine 0171-293 201 1) or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 
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Literary Notes 

PHILIP ZIEGLER 


A hearty who took 
the wrong turning? 


THROUGHOUT HIS life Os- 
bert Sitwell found it hard to 
reconcile his pride in his aris- 
tocratic ancestry with his 
sincerely held conviction that 
the artist was the only truly 
superior being. His penalty 
was to be viewed with suspi- 
cion, if notmild contempt, by 
both his intellectual and his 
social peers. 

“There are precious few 
Englishmen who could not 
assume a medieval name if 
they chose to pick about in 
their petfigree,” wrote Evelyn 
Waugh of Osberfs preten- 
sions to grandeur. The sneer 
was unjustified Osberfs fore- 
bears had occupied their es- 
tates since the Cytewefles had 
acquired them in the 14th cen- 
tury, and though the family’s 
wealth had come largely from 
a 17th-century ironworks 
and 19th-century coalmines, 
their standing in Derbyshire 
society was unquestioned 

The real eminence, though, 
came cm his mother's ride. His 
maternal great-grandfather 
may have been i though prob- 
ably wasn't) the son of the 
Prince Regent and Lady Con- 
yn gham; his mother’s moth- 
er was definitely daughter of 
the Duke of Beaufort “The 
blood of the Plantagenets 
flows in our veins,” Edith Sit- 
well was wont to boast Osbert 
was more restrained hut the 
knowledge nevertheless gave 
him great satisfaction. 

Yet for Osbert this was 
not the only, or even the most 
important dement in his life. 
When the children of the 
local noblesse played to- 


gether; the Sitwells remained 
uneasily aloof; conscious that 
they did not quite fit in but 
not understanding why. Only 
much later did Osbert con- 
dude that he and his ablings 
stood alone because they 
were artists in embryo, “with 
nerves and brains created for 
the one purpose of a certain 
kind of sensitive perception”. 

As an explanation of their 
social isolation, this is hard- 
ly satisfactory. Many “artists 
in embryo” have contrived to 
mix happQy with their con- 
temporaries. A crippling com- 
pound of arrogance and 
shyness was more to blame. 
But Osberfs belief that his 
distinction lay in his literary 
skills and sensibilities, and 
that humanity was divided 
into two categories, the 
artists and the others, was 
unshakeabla He looked down 
on the middle classes not 
primarily on social grounds 
but because he considered 
them incapable of artistic 
creation or even appreciation. 
The feet that the greater part 
of the writing and painting he 
most admired came from the 
very social class that he so de- 
spised was never allowed to 
disturb this bland awareness 
of his own superiority. 

In his West End dubs Os- 
bert was a licensed jester; the 
tame house poet pointed out 
with mingled pride and deri- 
sion. He met with some dis- 
approval- the Prince crfVt^Ies 
was outraged when Osbert 
told him that he was aban- 
doning the Brigade of Guards 
for literature - but, on the 


whole, tolerated His efforts to 
shock bourgeois sodety were 
viewed as regrettable but 
less deleterious than drink or 
drugs; he was not a real rebel, 
judged his publisher; Harold 
Macmillan; rather; a radical 
Whig aristocrat who a hund- 
red years before “would have 
fitted in among the young 
aristocrats in Endymion". 

To his artistic friends, his 
seriousness of purpose was 
quite as suspect He was 
deemed a literary playboy, a 
dilettante - a charge which in- 
furiated him and which was 
belied by his productivity and 
the effort he put into drafting, 
and redrafting, everything he 
wrote. Virginia Woolf mocked 
his “extreme uneasiness, his 
childish vanity always strik- 
ing the two notes: rank and 
genius”. To Wyndham Lewis 
he was “a hearty who has 
taken the wrong turning- he 
has looked at pictures, he has 
listened to music too much, 
he has loved the Ballet not 
wisely but too well”. His fel- 
low writers respected his ach- 
ievements but could never 
quite conceal their belief that 
he was not one of them. 

Only in his autobiography, 
where he translated his an- 
cestry into art, were the two 
halves of Osbert’s nature 
successfully resolved. For 
the rest he was doomed to flit 
uneasily between two worlds; 
belonging to both, altogether 
at home in neither: 

Philip Ziegler is the author 
cfVsbert SitweW (Pimlico, 
4 March, £l 4) 


Acquitted defendant 
bears receiver’s costs 


WHERE A receiver appoint- 
ed under the Criminal Jus- 
tice Act 1988 to receive and 
manage the property of a 
defendant incurred costs 
and expenses in so doing, 
those costs and expenses 
had to be borne by the defen- 
dant, notwithstanding that 
he had subsequently been 
acquitted and awarded the 
costs of his defence ont of 
public fends. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the appellant’s appeal 
against the dismissal of his ap- 
plication for an order that the 
costs of a receiver; appointed 
under the Criminal Justice Act 
1988, should be borne by Cus- 
toms and Excise following his 
acquittal on all criminal charges. 

The appellant and his son 
were arrested by officers of 
Customs and Excise and 
charged with VAT and PAYE 
offences, to which Part VI of 
the Criminal Justice Act 1988 
applied. The officers seized 
£42,305 which they found at 
the appellant’s home. Customs 
and Excise then successfully 
applied ex parte in the High 
Court under sections 77 and 78 
of the Act for restraint and 
nharging orders against both 
father and son, and for the 
appointment of a receiver. 

The appellant’s son was duty 
convicted in the Crown Court, 
but the appellant was acquitted 
on all charges. He was allowed 
his costs to be paid out of cen- 
tral funds. On taxation, the 
costs of the High Court pro- 
ceedings were held not to be 
covered by the award of costs 
in the Crown Court 
The appellant applied in the 
High Court proceedings for the 
discharge of all the orders 
against him, including the re- 


NO SOONER had I bought a 
six-pack of apple-juice than 
I learned that I might have 
need of a bra - for myself. 
This is not transvestism, not 
even mere hypochondria. It 
is little reported that chem- 
icals from the print upon 
cartons seeps into the liquid 
and creates female hor- 
mones Qusi as mogadon sur- 
vives in the water system). 


WEDNESDAY 
Law Report 

3 March 1999 

Re Andrews 
Court of Appeal [Lord 
Justice Hirst, Lord 
■ Justice Aldous and 
Lord Justice Ward) 

25 February 1999 

ceivership order: When the ap- 
pellant's property was released 
to him his solicitors realised 
that the remaining £10,011 of 
the amount which had been 
seized had not been returned. 

The solicitors wrote to the re- 
ceiver, who replied that there 
were no funds remaining to be 
returned to the appellant all 
balances having been used to 
defray the prior costs of the re- 
ceivership. The appellant ap- 
plied for an order that his costs 
of the proceedings, inclusive 
of the fees, charges, disburse- 
ments, exp ens es and all 
other costs and remuneration 
of the receiver be paid by Cus- 
toms and Excise. That appli- 
cation was dismissed and the 
appellant appealed. 

Victor Joffe ( Goldkom Danis 
Matthias > for the appellant: 
Andrew Mitchell QC (Solicitor 
for Customs and Excise) for die 
respondent. 

Lord Justice Ward said that 
in the present case there had 
been an agreement that Cus- 
toms and Excise would indem- 
nify the receiver if she were 
unable to bring in sufficient 
assets to meet her costs. 

It was submitted for the ap- 


pellant that on a successful ap- 
plication for the discharge of a 
receivership ordeq costs should 
follow the success in that ap- 
plication, and that the remu- 
neration and expenses of the 
receiver were part of those 
costs. Section 51(1) of the Sup- 
reme Court Act 1981 provided 
that “. . . the costs of and inci- 
dental to... proceedings... 
shall be in the discretion of 
the court”. 

However; the true position 
was that the investigation as to 
whether or not the defendant 
had suffered loss by reason of 
the receivership was an inves- 
tigation which should and or- 
dinarily would be conducted in 
deciding whether or not dam- 
ages should be awarded for 
breach of the usual undertak- 
ing as to damages which a 
plaintiff would normally be re- 
quired to give. In the present 
case no such undertaking had 
been given. 

It was submitted for the re- 
spondent that section 89 of the 
Act provided a defendant with 
the only relief to which Parlia- 
ment thought he was entitled. 
That section gave the court a 
discretion to order payment of 
compensation to a defendant 
who had been acquitted, but 
onfy where there had been 
some serious default on the 
part of a person concerned in 
the investigation or prosecution 
of the offence, and there had 
been no such default in the 
present case. 

Furthermore, even if the ex- 
penses erf the receivership were 
within the definition of costs, 
they were not costs “of and in- 
cidental to tiie proceedings”. 
Thqy had to lie where they fell. 

Kate O’Hanlon, 
Barrister 


Words 

CHRISTOPHER 
HAWTREE 
express, v. 

It is an unfortunate situ- 
ation — and malrp'g express 
becomes doubly nsefel- 
Racon said, “among the 
wat’ryjuices of fruit are all 


the fruits out of which drink 
is expressed; as the grape, 
and the apple”. 

Since then, the usage has 
been more specific, as in 
Carter and Dodds’s Dictio- 
nary of Midwifery: “The 
patient should be taught 
how to express secretion 
from the nipple so that the 
milk may be able to flow 
freefy later on.” 
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The lost art of learning 


The emphasis in education has returned to the three Rs. But will their rigid enforcement stifle creative learning? Py Judith Judd 



Dumb Britannia 
2. Education 


I n a world where Neigh- 
bours. Sweet Valley High 
and Tbrab Raider are most 
teenagers' idea of culture, 
schools are embattled 
fortresses of civilisation. 
Fbr from descending into 
imdless modernity, teachers are 
gh ting to keep afloat the notion that 
lere is more to life than soap 
ppas and shopping. And they are 
oing so more determinedly than at 
ny time during the last 30 years. 
-Tule society may be "dumbing 
.wn", schools are smartening up. 
Think back to the Seventies and 
Tty Eighties. Those were the days 
dbre the national curriculum when 
fashionable staffroom catch 
nrase was “start where the child 
at": in drama, that meant soaps: 
i music, pop; and in history, just 
wnd the comer. Education had 
* be “relevant" or pupils would 
-ritch off. if they read, why 
arrv too much about what they 
ere reading? 

The purveyors of this philosophy 
id a point - but they went too for. 
jachers were free to teach what 
iey liked, invent their own examin- 
ions - and mark them. Primary 
jhools. freed from the constraints 
* the 11-plus exam, might do end- 
ss projects on the dinosaurs, or 
udy the Romans three times over 
ithout so much as a glance in the 
rection of the Hidors or the In- 
os trial Revolution. Inspectors re- 
galed in 1979 that only one in 10 
'imary schools had a decent 
ience programme. For the rest it 
;s all tadpoles and sticky buds. 
Primary teachers could also take 
leave music and art At one end 
lire spectrum was a small number 
schools that draped their walls in 
lik and majored in basketweaving, 
ih a smattering of the three Rs in 
tween. At the other were the 
.ny schools that concentrated too 
.rrowly on English and maths. 
The 1988 national curriculum 
-is the biggest shock to the school 
stem in 50 years. Primary schools 
•re compelled by law to teach 
ne subjects, including art and 
.isic. and secondaries had to do 10. 
z 5 tailed programmes of study in 
eh subject were laid down. There 
ve been alterations since, and 
pils are now able to drop some 
bjects at 14. but the basic frame- 
■rk remains intact. 

Since then, the changes have all 
en in one direction. There is an 
proved list of classic authors for 
-to- 1 6-year-olds tChuck Berry did 
t make iti. Take a look at English 
level texts in 1976 and compare 
cm with those prescribed for 
7SE in the year 2000. A descent 
>m the sublime to the mediocre 
lich makes you long for a golden 
oV Far from it. The most re- 



After changes to the national curriculum, culture is now compulsory rather than at the whim of the individual teacher 


Rui Xavier 


markable feature of the lists is their 
similarity. Shakespeare’s The Mer- 
chant of Venice and Hardy’s The 
Mayor cf Casterbridge feature on 
both. The former has Chaucer and 
Conrad; the latter has Austen and 
Dickens. 1976 has Greene, Robert 
Bolt and Naipaul, whereas 2000 has 
Bars tow, Golding and Susan HilL 

The idea that Shakespeare is not 
“relevant" has proved laughable. At 
H, everyone must take a Shake- 
speare paper, legacy of the hapless 
John Patten, former secretary of 
state for education, who was 
ridiculed when he first proposed it 
Last year, pupils performed better 
on this paper than any other Shake- 
speare’s lasting appeal must share 
at least some of the credit with 
Leonardo DiCaprio. 

In history, empathy questions at 
GCSE t "imagine you are Harold’s 
horse at the Battle of Hastings...”! 
have gone, and focts are back in fash- 
ion. Perhaps there are fewer of 
them than before, but the qualify of 
analysis demanded is much sharper 
than in the days of O-ievels. Then, 
a mere redtal of the facts, with only 
a limited understanding of the sub- 


ject, would earn full marks. Under 
the new regime, grammar; spelling, 
punctuation and mental arithmetic 
all attract separate allocations of 
marks. Those syffabuses invented by 
teachers have been outlawed. 

The next change in the name of 
rigour will come at A-leveL New 
rules wifl make study of pre-1770, as 
wefl aspre-1900 works of literature, 
compulsory. Mathematicians will 
have to learn specified formulae in 
order to answer universities’ com- 
plaints that new students have not 
covered the basics, and the use of 
calculators wQl be restricted- Mod- 
ern linguists must all learn the 
same grammar. 

In primary schools, thanks to 


TOMORROW IN 

Dumb Britannia, 
Thomas Sutcliffe on 

TELEVISION TODAY; 

Friday, Barney hoskyns 
ON POP CULTURE; 

Saturday, David lister 

DRAWS CONCLUSIONS 


the national curriculum, culture is 
now compulsory, rather than at the 
whim of the teacher Every 10-year- 
old should have at least a nodding 
acquaintance with Picasso, Botticelli 
and Cdzanne: they must study great 
painters, and try to paint in their 
style. They also have to listen to 
some of the great classical com- 
posers. Science, for the first time, is 
a serious proposition for under - 1 is. 

So the last decade has seen 
steady progress in schools towards 
an ethos that refuses to accept that 
inner-city children have no need of 
Mozart and that there is no point in 
teaching teenagers about books 
which are not immediately "rele- 
vant” to their lives. 

Alongside is a growing emphasis 
on reading and writing as the gate- 
way to the rest of the curriculum. 
Primary education is shifting away 
from the child-centred learning of 
the Sixties and Seventies towards 
more structured methods of teach- 
ing. Ministers have introduced a lit- 
eracy hour and a numeracy hour 
with detailed guidance on how to 
teach them. Fbr the first time since 
the demise of the ll-plus, there is a 


national test for U-yearolds. There 
are also national tests at five, seven 
and 14; today’s pupils are the most 
tested generation even 

Yfet, just as the effect of reform is 
beginning to make itself felt, minis- 
ters have begun to send out some 
worrying signals. About a year ago 
David Blunkett, the Secretary of 
State for Education, announced that 
primary schools would no longer 
have to follow programmes of study 
in subjects such as history music 
and art They would still have to 
teach them, but the details and 
amount of time would be left to 
schools. The aim was to allow teach- 
ers to concentrate on literacy and 
numeracy so that ambitious gov- 
ernment targets would be met Mr 
Blunkett protested his belief in a 
broad curriculum, but it sounded 
suspiciously like goodbye to 
Cezanne and the Tudors. 

The present situation may 
c h a n ge A new version of the cur- 
riculum, to begin next year; is being 
drawn up by government advisers 
and some details may be restored. 
If (hey are not, the balance of tbe 
classroom will swing dangerously to- 


wards the utilitarian. Teachers are 
already under fierce pressure to 
raise standards in the three Rs. Only 
a brave headteacher will be pre- 
pared to sacrifice the targets to 
widen pupils’ aesthetic horizons. 

There's a similar whiff of utili- 
tarianism about proposals for older 
pupils: l4rto~16-year-olds are to be 
wooed away from truancy by offers 
of more vocational courses and one 
day a week in the workplace. The 
idea that it is pointless to teach 
drama, music and art to inner-dfy 
kids is defeatist Remember Vic 
Ecclestone, the teacher who per- 
suaded pupils on the deprived Hart- 
cliffe estate in Bristol to take an 
interest in ballet opera and cricket 
JBe ran hugely popular after-school 
workshops in a range of activities 
and persuaded members of the 
Royal Ballet Rambert Dance and 
Sadler’s Wells to coach both boys 
and girls. 

The biggest danger of dumbing 
down in schools comes not from a 
di mi nished curriculum or trendy 
teachers, but from a government 
whose view of education is too nar- 
row to encompass Mr Ecclestone. 


HOW DUMB ARE WE? 


“I don’t think that dlitism is 
really a bad thing. I don’t 
think that people are dumb - 
they’re actually quite astute. 
What is dumb is what they’ve 
done to the education system 
- Blunkett and that awfal man 
with tbe silly haircut, who 
don't want children to have 
fun any more... The idea that 
everyone is educated from the 
age of fire to be some kind of 
middle-management 
salesperson is absolutely 
disastrous.” 

Sir John Mortimer, writer 



-We are currently going 
through a period of 
artisanship... If people look at 
the diet of pop we have at the 
moment while the content 
could be considered ‘dumbed 
down’, the form of the music 
that kids are listening to is of 
a very high quality indeed, 
and when these kids grow up, 
they in turn will demand this 
qualify from their music. 

"My objection to the phrase 
•dumbing down’ is that it 
implies there was some 
golden age of the past when 
everything was better, which I 
think is absolute bollocks... 

“I think this Government 
has tried to appeal to popular 
culture and [day on the fad 
that Tony Blair once played 
guitar in a band and Peter 
Mandelson likes going to 
dubs. It all hopelessly back- 


fired, but the important thing 
is that this Government has 
accepted the importance of 
popular culture, and those 
who consider themselves part 
of high culture are terribly 
upset by this.” 

Anthony Wilson, presenter. 
Granada TV, head of 
Factory Records 

The speakers are 
contributing to a conference 
entitled Culture Wars , 
Dumbing Down, Wising Up? 
at the Riverside Studios, 
London WS, 5-7 March 
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Fifty years as prisoners of war 


T he last POWs could soon 
he on their way home. 
They arc held not in 
prison camps, but on the 
walls of sonic of the 
.-Grid's most prestigious art insti- 
itions: (lie artworks by masters old 
.iid new that were once looted by the 
»nris and arc now on public display. 

A roll-call of suspect works at 
'•ntoin’s own National Gallery in- 
■ludes paintings by Picasso. Renoir. 
Degas. Von Dyck and Caravaggio. 
Jailery officials are to examine the 
■ rove nance of more than 100 paint- 
.igs tn sw whether they were stolen 
<v Ihc Naas. But even if some of the 
. orks turn out to bo stolen proper- 
there is no guarantee that they 
inberrturtwdtotheirri^tfdov.Ti- 
re. The gallery’s director. NcQ Mc- 
Gregor. has said: "In law we cannot 
ransfer title. So we cannot give a 
aiming back to an indnidual but the 
ndhidual may want compensation.'' 

Mr McGregor's optimism that the 
National Gallery's collection will 
.-main intact could be misplaced. 
>azi look whether of gold bare or of 
.rtworks. is no longer a national 
ssue but a global one, as the Swiss 
aanks found to their cost after a final 
settlement or $l.25bn (£780 mi with 
Jewish organisations over Holo- 
■aust-era assets. 

The spotlight is now on the Nat- 
Dnai Gallery but back in the stun- 
ner of 1998 the international art 
.vorid faced turmoil after 39 nations, 
cd by the United States and in- 
cluding Britain, France and Ger- 
many. pledged to identify works of 
art looted by the Nazis from Holo- 
caust victims, and compensate their 
heirs. If those nations follow through 
an their promises, collections could 
:>e disbanded and major institu- 


That a painting by Degas in the National Gallery may have been looted from a J ewish family by Nazis 
is front-page news. But what of Mr Keliennan’s tie-pin, deposited for safekeeping before the War? 
Or Dr Goldberger’s £544, 12s and lOd? Why have they never been returned? By Adam LeBor 


tions across the world could find 
themselves bereft of pieces they 
believed they legitimately owned/ 

"This is tiie last chapter of the 
Holocaust and both the Govern- 
ment and museums are taking this 
Issue very seriously,” says Janice 
Lopatkin. of the London-based Holo- 
caust Educational Trust. "Art stolen 
by the Nazis is dispersed all over the 
world, but if museums are forced to 
dismantle collections, then so be it.” 

The owners of these looted works 
of art were not the only ones to lose 
heirlooms. The last anyone heard of 
Marck Ke Herman was when he left 
London for Poland in 1939, some 
time before the outbreak of war. Mr 
Eellerman, a Czechoslovak citizen, 
applied for a visa at the Polish em- 
bassy and left two pieces of jewellery 
with his agent in London. They 
were never collected. His tie-pin and 
bracelet are all that remains of the 
millions of pounds’ worth of assets 
deposited in British banks by Holo- 
caust victims. 

Ail efforts to trace Mr Kellennan's 
family, both in the former Czecho- 
slovakia and in Israel, have proved 
unsuccessful. The British govern- 
ment would be “more than happy” 
to return the items if an heir were 
discovered, says Lord Archer of 
San dwell, who is responsible for 
overseeing restitution for one of the 
most shameful episodes in Britain's 
post-war history, the post-war con- 
fiscation of monies deposited by 
Jews, mainly from Central and East- 



Above, Christoph e Meili, who 
found and retained Jewish 
ledgers from the Holocaust 
era; right, ’After the Bath, 
Woman Drying Herself, 
by Degas 

API National Gallery 

em Europe, in British banks. 

Rmds deposited by Jews living 
in countries that came under Nazi 
rule helped make up the £3 67m 
worth of enemy assets that were 
frozen in Britain under the 1939 
Trading With The Enemy AcL All 

assets handed over to the Custodian 
of Enemy Property immediately 
became the property of the British 
government But once the war was 
oven many Holocaust survivors and 
the heirs of victims who tried to get 
their money back ran into a wall of 
obstruction. British civil servants re* 
fused to distinguish between assets 



deposited by Jews and non-Jews 
from Nazi-controlled countries, or to 
take into account that Holocaust sur- 
vivors and heirs would not have the 
paperwork necessary to reclaim 
their funds. Some funds were re- 
turned to Jewish claimants, but the 
odds were stacked especially high 
against those Holocaust survivors 
who lived behind the Iron Curtain. 


such as Britain which had fought the 
Nazis. In January 1997, Christoph 
Meili, a seoirify guard at Union 
Bank of Switzerland, saved unique 
historical bank records from de~ 
s traction by smuggling them out to 
Jewish groups. Meili s actions made 
him a hero to Jewish organisations, 
but his countrymen responded to his 
actions with a campaign of threats 
and vilification. In April 1997, the 
Meilis fled Switzerland for the US, 
where they sought asylum after a 
series of death threats against them- 
selves and their children. In August 

thfl I TO J 77, 


Jews, for example from Romania, 
who had entrusted British hanks 
with their assets during the waq now 
found thatthey could not reclaim 
them, because the Romanian gov- 
ernment owed Britain money. 

As the scandal over the dormant 
Swiss accounts gathered mom- 
entum, the focus soon moved to 
otherTfifestem countries, even those 


— - - O IW I il^e- 

lslatan granting the Meifi famify res- 
idency in America. 

In April 1998, the British Foreign 
Office published a report on the 
treatment of enemy property du ring 
the Second World War. A website of 
more than 25.000 records of those 
whose property had been confis- 
cated was launched (www.enemy 
properfy.gov.uk). The website itself 
offers an eerie, state-of-the-art link 
through computer technology to 
the now-vanished past of Central 
European Jewry. Many of the 25,000 

names are of Jews who died in the 

Holocaust, or who have long since 
gone from the addresses at which 

they are listed. Here is Dr Leo von 
Buday-Goldbergei; who vanished 
when he was taken away by Soviet 
soldiers in 1945. Dr Goklbergerhad 
securities worth £344 12s lod con- 
fiscated. And Mr Kalman Kostelitz, 
of Dorotfya Street, Budapest Mr 


Kostelitz had £1,006 11s 4d worth of 
assets seized MrKostetitz returned 
to Hungary after the wan but failed 
to reclaim his assets. No matter that 
he had been in Bergen-Belsen. 

As a Jew, Kalman Kostelitz was 
an enemy of the Hun garian Fascists 
and their Nazi allies. As a citizen of 
post-war Co mmunis t Hungary he 

was deemed an enemy of Britain. As 

the holder of a foreign bank account 
in London, he would, if discovered 
have been an enemy of the Hun- 
garian Communists. No wonder he 
never got his money back. 

The monies once deposited by 
Holocaust survivors will never be re- 
turned - they no longer exist None 
of the original assets is still held by 
the British government - spsxt 
from Marck Kellerraann’s jewfifler? 
- as all have either been liquidated 
and used to pay British creditors, or 
returned to their owners. Now 
though, the heirs of those account 
holders, such as Kalman Kostelitz 
and Dr Leo von Buday-Goldberg® 
can daim compensation. Last De- 
cember; Peter ManddsoP. then sec- 
retary of state for tr ade and mdllsfaB 
detailed the Government’s plans to 
compensate Nazi victims and ttefr 
heirs whose assets had been con- 
fiscated by the British government 

About £25m has been set aside to 
deal with claims, whidt will be paid 
at today's values. That sum is a start- 
ing-point; further funds may be- 
come available. The scheme should 
go some way towards closing 
in Mr Mandelsorfs words, was 
a glorious chapter in our history*- 
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Joe Casely-Hayford 

Roberto Menichetti for Burberrys 
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Matthew Williamson 
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The raw and the buffed 

Variety was the key at London Fashion Week. Young designers got the attention, but big names held their own. By Snsannah Frankel 
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L ast week’s London col- 
lections were nothing if 
not diverse - from the 
young designer Robert 
Cary-Williams’s second 
collection, a low-budget, 
raw-edged affair held in a tiny venue, to 
Burberrys' first appearance on the 
London catwalk- a super-slick, super- 
expensive show more reminiscent of the 
Milan r unwa ys than anything normally 
associated with our fashion capital. 

The dothes themselves were equally 
disparate. Cary-WHEams’s designs are 
ripped, tom and tattered, romantic but 
deconstructed, and aimed at a fashion- 
literate and probably very small 
clientele. But Burberrys’, now designed 
by Roberto Menichetti from the Jil 
Sander stable, was polished from start 
to fin ish, if in a highly derivative man- 
ner Blink and you might have missed the 
odd flash of Burberrys check. Without 
it, this was, weD, JH Sander to tell the 
truth, from the luxury hi-tech fabrics to 
the three-buttoned jackets pulled very- 
slightly-too- tightly across the top of the 
chest What the Burberrys customer is 
likely to of it r emains to be seen. 

The two most accomplished shows of 
the week represented very different 
aesthetics, courtesy ofHusseinChalayan 
(hot tip for this year's British Designer 
of the Year) and Alexander McQueen. 

Fbr his show; Chalavan returned to his 
preoccupation with flight The first out- 
fit out in gleaming white metal, had a 
red, flashing light at its hem and a panel 
that dropped down like the wings of a 
plane coming in to land. This was Cha- 
layan’s most sophisticated offering to 
date, apparently minimal but 
increasingly complex the closer you 
looked: fabric moulded into shape by 
intricate webs of seams; a crescent cut 
out of the back ofa dress to reveal layer 
upon layer of the fabric that has con- 
structed its perfectly pure silhouette. 

McQueen follows a rather more 
dramatic and high-impact route, ffislaig- 
ertean-Sfe snowstorm was filled wife Ins 
most unashamedly pretty collection to 
(fete and will go down in fashion history 
as one of the most brilliantly imaginative. 
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Sonia Nuttall 


brilliantly orchestrated and brilliantly 
beautiful shows to be seen in London. 

Much is made - girite rightly - of 
Britain’s bright young design talent 
The Jerwood prize-winner Shelley Fbx 
took us to the East End for a quietly 
beautiful, conceptual collection; Markus 
Lupfer; formerly a design assistant at 
Clements Ribeiro, offered 19 a more ob- 
viously glamorous, highly coloured and 
cutely idiosyncratic debut Both are 
names to watch. Tristan Webber's show 
this time round exercised rather more 
restraint than it has done in the past: a 
more controlled colour palette sotted his 
accomplished cutting techniques far 


McQueen's larger-than- 
life snowstorm, filled 
with his most 
unashamedly pretty 
collection to date, will 
go down in history 


better. Matthew Williamson, too, con- 
tinues to pull in the crowds. As a 
colourist he is unrivalled in London, and 
his hot pinks and reds contrasting with 
more neutral hues won’t disappoint 
It’s all very west London; tee requisite 
pachmina for example, was here trans- 
formed into a skirt 

Clements Ribeiro, too, win attract this 
type of customer although the dothes 
are more complex. Tailoring looked 
super-chic low-slung but still sharp. 
Devore sheath dresses were lovely, as 
was black tulle appliqudd with gold 
roses and worn over white, paying more 
than lip-service to the vintage good 
looks beloved of London giris, but with 
a modern feeL 

The knitwear supremo Juhen Mac- 
donald held bade from turning women 
into the proverbial Christmas tree this 
season, and the result was good to see. 
Joe Casely-Hayford turned out soft 
shapes in pretty colours, with a raw edge 


that looked very af-the-momenfc dresses 
and skirts with the texture of teddy bears 
were adorable. 

Sonja Nuttall, another great hope fbr ' 
tee future, went down the arts-and-crafits 
route that is emerging as one of next 
autumn/ winter’s major trends. Crochet 
knits, applique, multi-tiered frills and 
bold prints were all suitably upbeat, 
complementing perfectly a largely 
pared-down silhouette. Here, as 
on other runways, burnt orange 
reigned supreme. 

While our younger designers continue 
to attract tee most attention, other 
more established names remain a force 
to be reckoned with. Nicole Earhi and 
Betty Jackson both sent out easy relaxed 
dothes in super-soft fabrics that looked 
a pleasure to wean Farhi’s emerald 
velvet was especially desirable - velvet 
also cropped up on the catwalks of 
Elspeth Gibson and Clements Ribeiro - 
and Jackson’s subdued but lovely colour 
palette (sage green, smoky blue, deep 
red and dus^y rose), subtle textures and 
fluid silhouette were good to see. 

Jasper Conran’s collection was more 
minimal teat it has been- very cool in 
soft leather; matt jersey and heavy 
satin. Also a first was a pretty new 
neckline: a wide funnel that stood away 
from the skzn, giving the illusion of 
slenderness and length. 

Paul Smith, shefwing his womenswear 
in London for only tee third time, is look- 
ing increasingly confident Argyll knits, 
mascultoe trouser suits and tulip-shaped 
shift dresses were particularly appeal- 
ing, put together in that very English way 
that Smite understands well; models 
looked like kooky aristocrats strolling 
round the Basil Street Hotel 

Tonya Same’s Ghost label continues 
to go from strength to strength. The 
collection, inspired, as last season, by 
Victoriana, looked less overtty pretty and 
more mortem, without ever losing the 
signature style known and loved by 
women the world over. 

Rnalfefhe Japanese designer Kbsuke 
Tsumura continues to honour us with his 
presence - it was great to see his soft- 
shouldered silhouette. 





Robert Cary-WiUiams 
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With no more than wit, guile and a 
TV camera, Michael Moore defends 
working-class Joes against big US 
corporations. So why does he have time 
for Rupert Murdoch? By Mike Higgins 


I t's never enough for Michael 
Moore simply to fight the 
underdog's corner; the ■B-year-old 
television satirist likes to run cir- 
cles round the opposition. In the 
fizst show of his new Channel 4 se- 
ries. The Awful Truth, the softly- 
spoken Moore champions a diabetes 
sufferer whose medical insurers have 
denied him the funds to go ahead with a 
Kfe-or-death pancreas transplant When the 
insurers refuse to bade down, Moore and 
the claimant turn upat their headquarters 
and stage a reheareal of his imminent fu- 
neral. Within a week the insurers lose their 
corporate bottle and capitulate. 

“I really think that humour can be an in- 
credibly effective weapon to combat things 
that we think are wrong," he says. The same 
belief led to Moore's breakthrough film 10 
years ago. In the late-Eighties, General Mo- 
tors initiated a devastating series of plant 
closures in Moore s birthplace, the one-com- 
pany town of Flint, Michigan. Roger & Me 
followed the former editor of the Michigan 
Voice in his pursuit of an explanation from 
Roger Smith, the chairman of GM. It was 
a David's -eye view of corporate Goliaths, as 
hilarious as it was incensed. (If anyone 
doubts Moore's influence, take a look at 
Marie Thomas's Comedy Product which fel- 
lows The Awjvl Truth tonight) 

“All the best comedy is always borne out 
of serious anger at the social and human 
condition." notes Moore, tracing a ge- 
nealogy of America’s angriest comics: 
Lenny Bruce, Richard Pryor, Eddie Mur- 
phy. And the late Bill Hicks? “Oh, definitely 
Bill Hicks. That’s somebody you guys 
know better than Americans do." 


Moore, too, knows what it's like to be a 
sadrist without honour in your own land. 
His last series, TV Nation, took up where 
Roger & Me had left off, irreverently 
wrenching stories from the stem grip of 
the hard-news media. In its ever-popular 
Corporate Executive Challenge, for in- 
stance, CEOs were called upon to carry out 
the most basic relevant task for example, 
could the head of IBM format a floppy disk? 

In 1995, Fax TV canned the Emmy 
award-winning show in America after just 
two seasons. Since then, Bravo, a cable 
channel reachingjust a million homes, has 
proved the only channel gutsy enough 
to pick up his latest series. In Britain, 
meanwhile, the BBC (who had previous- 
ly nabbed TV Nation ) and Channel 4 
went toe-to-toefor the rights to broadcast 
The Aiofid Truth. 

The irony is not lost on Moore. “Every 
week I was on the air [with TV Nation] it 
was the No 1 rated programme in that time 
slot with that young adult male demo- 
graphic that they want to sell Budweiser 
and MacDonald's to," explains Moore, 
mystified. “You see [commercial TV ex- 
ecutives] aren’t like us. We make our de- 
cisions based on how we feel, what we 
believe in politically. They have one over- 
riding value: the bottom line." 

Had Rupert Murdoch asked him to 
prove that TV Nation’s 15 millio n weekly 
viewers weren’t a fluke, though, he’d have 
jumped at the chance to go back to Fox. 
Hang on a minute: the people's champion 
costing up with one of the world's biggest 
media moguls? He may not be back on Fbx 
but he’s signed a book deal with Harper- 
Collins. “Even though Murdoch and I may 



Michael Moore: 'All the best comedy is born out of serious anger at the social and human condition’ 


disagree politically in terms of the issues, 
at his heart he’s a populist. He likes the fact 
that he puts out television shows and news- 
papers that appeal to the working class. I 
would guess his British experience did not 
endear him any more to the elites that run 
this country" Mm don't need Moore to spell 
out his own dislike of unearned privilege. 

His lumberjack shirt and trademark 
baseball cap is the uniform of America’s 
honest-to-goodness heartland, a heritage 
he's proud of “it’s very rare, you know, 
that any of us get on TV We don’t get TV 
shows, the working class." And even 
though Moore now lives in sophisticated 
Newlfork, he misses Michigan’s blue-col- 
lar progressiveness. He says of New 
York “I'd never lived in a city with a Re- 
publican Mayor, a Republican governor, 
a state that has the death penalty; a city 


where the cops have killed 100 people 
siniw Giuliani became Mayor” 

Flint, on the other hand, was the first 
city to electa black mayor. It even, claims 
Moore in a lengthy encomium of his home 
town, doi&led the deposit earned on a soda 
bottle: “So you go up and down the high- 
ways of Michigan, there’s no litter!" 

Moore has just delivered the sort of 
earnest sermon he’s careful never makes 
it on to his shows. “If you try to have a 
straight argument or discussion with 
[the big corporations], they’ll have all their 
standard one-hners. So you kind of disarm 
them with their weakness — their inabili- 
ty to laugh or have a sense of humour It's 
like the difference between judo and 
karate -there’s no w^y you’re going to win 
with a karate chop to the neck of corpo- 
rate America." It’s a lesson Moore learnt 


early. At 16 he attacked a national busi- 
ness guild’s racist membership policy in 
a speech contest sponsored by the very 
same guild. Moore took first prize and 
helped end the policy in question. 

Two years latei; he became theyoungest 
person ever elected to political office in the 
United States, winning a seat on his local 
Education Board while still at school and 
eventually getting his old hig h school 
principal the sack. Tbday, Moore says he’s 
no political activist “‘Citizen’ means ‘a 
political activist. But Its not something I 
want to do full-time - [The Awful Truth ] 
is my contribution.” 

This time round, Moore is joined by 
more than a few standers-by in Manhattan, 
linking the packages instead before a 
sizeable, Bve, American audience. “I want- 
ed the people at home to see that its not 


just me and couple of crazy people in Times 
Square that believe in these things. It's tike 

a big town meeting - 1,000 people in the 
room and they’re all hooting and hollering 
and mixing it up. I like that" ' 
Otherwise, TheAwfidTrudi\sbusaes£ 
as usual, if a little edgier and more 
confrontational Big business and bigots 
beware. “It's life The Wizard of Oz where 
everybody’s afraid of the Wizard until 
Tbto pulls back the curtain and reveals that 
he's just a frightened little man. Our show 
is kind of like Toto - pull the curtain back 
and show that these companies are not run 
by big bad wizards, they're actually just 
normal people. And some of them arent 
too hright" 

‘Michael Moore: The Awful Truth’, tonight, 
1030pm. Channel 4 
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SIX ENCORES in two evenings is not 
bad going. And when last of these 
(chasing a melting Valse Triste) 
was the whole of Finlandia you get 
some idea of the quality’ and scale 
of last weekend's enthusiastically re- 
ceived events in Birmingham. 

This was Sibelius straight from 
the horse's mouth. No orchestra has 
received greater accolades recently 
for charting Sibelius limn the Lahti 
Symphony Orchestra under Osmo 
Yanska. In particular, the Lahti has 
taken a fresh look at earlier versions 
of those scores about which Sibelius. 


a feverish reviser, had second, or 
sometimes third, thoughts - the 
Violin Concerto, the Fifth Symphony. 
En Saga - plus a clutch of his neg- 
lected scores from the 1890s, notably 
the tone poem 77ie Wood Nymph, all 
of which featured in what amount- 
ed to a two-day residency* by this or- 
chestra, making its British debut at 
Symphony HalL 

Just how do Finland's conserva- 
toires generate such polished per- 
formers? Not just the sectional 
pfoying. but subsections too, produce 
playing of exciting precision. 


Vanska’s strings have extraordinary 
range: they can deliver a savage, 
rasping tone where called foe yet 
their pianissimos are so refined as 
to be barely audible. 

The Wood Nymph, which fol- 
lowed Sibelius's Bayreuth initia- 
tion, at times teeters perilously 
dose to Valhalla’s gates - like Wag- 
ner channelled through Smetana 
Karelia hovers in the background - 
a later highlight is an exquisitely sen- 
sual extended cello solo, ushered in 
by violas. The dosing pages, how- 
ever; feature the sort of thin rhetoric 


Classical 

LAHTI SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA 

SYMPHONY HALL 
BIRMINGHAM 

to which Sibelius soon applied the 
scissors. It was the rhetoric of vir- 
tuosity that he sought to escape by 
excising some attractive platitud- 
inous interludes and cadenza mat- 
erial from the much-tautened Violin 
Concerto. Yanska approached the 
rugged first version refreshingly. 


with no hint of languid sentiment. 
What emerged, with award-winning 
Leonidas Kavakns as soloist, was 
satisfying: less silken, more rugged. 

Especially magical was the 
slighter “Spring Song", whose 
glimpses of a Fmtondia-like pathos 
drew ludd sectional playing in 
massed strings and brass that took 
the breath away, while from the less 
often beard Third Symphony, the 
Lahti drew pianissimos, part pizzi- 
cato, as mesmerisingfy played as 
you will hear anywhere, and some 
enchanted, LdndJensh pirouetting 


from tightly vibratoed flute. The 
un brimmed, rather Rimsloan proto- 
type En Saga of 1892 holds up strik- 
ingly in its own right -uplifted here 
by impeccable brass playing, an ex- 
quisite sustained clarinet solo and 
wondrously nervy cello fade-out. 

If intriguing extracts from the ear- 
lier; less chiselled four-movement 
version of the Fifth Symphony dom- 
inated the afternoon, it was Vanska’s 
superbly controlled links and build- 
ups, in the evening’s 1919 version - 
always with something held in re- 
serve - that had me on the edge of 


my seal The soprano Krsi Tfihonen 
missed that edgy pathos that can 
make “Luonnotar" so melting, but 
brought appeal to two of the three 
preceding songs. The weekend’s 
bonus was the young, all-female 
Tempera Quartet, Finnish students 
from the Royal College, who brought 
rhythmic verve and personality to 
the finale of Sibelius's “Voces Inti- 
mac" Quartet Sheer joy. • • — 
Roderic dunnett 

The Lahti Symphony Orchestra’s 
recordings of Sibelius are on BIS 
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THERE CAN be few men able to 
roll their eyes more fetchingfy 
than Irek Mukhamedov, or 
stroll more sinuousfy across the 
boards. So Don Juan would 
seem a natural role for him, and 
his enormous following of fans 
will doubtless enjoy every 
moment he is on stage in Kim 
Brandstrup’s new ballet - 
which is almost all the time. 

Whether the show does jus- 
tice to its star or its subject is 
another matter The full title is 
The Return of Don Juan, and 
it is supposed to be about the 
Devil sending Hell's most 
famous libertine har*k to earth 
to join a film studio where he 
must overcome the scruples of 
a girl whose virtue the arch- 
fiend finds offensive (what, 
only one in Juan’s four cen- 
turies down below?). 

Well, Juan blow? it by getting 
all sentimental about the girL, 
and is only saved when Lep- 
orello, his servant, persuades 
her to pretend that shehas suc- 
cumbed. Not much ofapkrt, but 
you need the programme notes 
to understand it as Brandstrup 
has never been much good at 
telling stories. There were sug- 
gestions apropos of last week’s 
Midsummer Night’s Dream 
that Balanchine was not skilled 
in narrative, but his ballet was 
a model of hiddity compared 
with Brandstrup’s. 


Dance 

DON JUAN 

SADLER’S WELLS 
LONDON 

I spent a long time wonder- 
ing, for instance, how we were 
supposed to know that the 
heroine (Genevieve Byrne) was 
such a paragon of virtue, apart 
from her formally shaking 
hands with Juan. Then 1 
realised that the due was her 
friendship with a wimp who was 
all teeth and horn-rimmed 
glasses. Plausibility is not much 
In evidence here: can you be- 
lieve film stars who get aban- 
doned by crew and cast the 
moment their scene is over? 

Anyway; the film set does 
allow the designer Craig Givens 
to provide, for one scene, some 
of tiie exceptionally pretty cos- 
tumes on which Brandstrup's 
work has generally relied. Fbr 
much of the time, though, the 
dancers are more drably ap- 
parelled, even in Hell, although 
Kenneth Tharp malrpg a per- 
sonable Devil in his dark suit, 
red tie and trailing blade tail. 

As for the music, composed 
by Kim Helweg and played by 
a small ensemble under 
Matthew Rowe, its solid 
rhythms are not much more 
animated than Brandstrup’s 
earlier electronic scores. 
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Irek Mu kh a m edov and Nanette Kincaid LaitrieLewts 


So what does all this do for 
Mukhamedov? Well, it allows 
him to flutter his three-cor- 
nered hat and eyelashes, gayi* 
meaningfully around when 
there's not much meaning 
about, and even occasionally 
dance a ample step or two. It 
might remind the Royal Ballet, 
who decide d they didn't need or 
couldn’t afford him, t ha t he stffl 


has a heartthrob appeal not . 
much seen in their pro- 
grammes lately. Meanwhile, 
Covent Garden’s loss is Brand- 
strup's gain - and how. 

John perqval 

final show tonight, 0171-863 
8000. A national tour includes 
the Wimbledon Theatre, 13-15 
April, 0181-540 0832 
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Robert H olman’s plays is that they can’t be pigeonholed. It’s also their strength. And now, with 
a new play at the RSC and a West End revival, his work should find a wide audience at last. By Paul Taylor 


J- . Tales of the unexpected 
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Nice and 
sleazy 


Review 
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THE DRUM THEATRE 
PLYMOUTH 


H e was a very quiet and 
honourable man, my 
dad, realty” submits 
the playwright Robert 
Holman of his father; 
who spent the Second 
World Wiar labouring 
on the land as a conscientious objector. 

The Holman family has a long tra dition 
of pa c ifism Robert Holman’s great-grand- 
father was sent to Strangeways for his be- 
liefs during the Great War, but ironically 
at the time of die Second World War he was 
engaged in government-sponsored work, 
organising the reception in Manchester of 
the Jews fleeing from Poland. About 1,000 
people turned up for his funeraL 

Holman’s father was also man enough 
wb admit to his adult son that if the Nazi 
death camps had come to public attention 
earlier; he would have laid aside his prin- 
ciples and fought Holman cannot now re- 
member if this confession came before or 
as a result of Making Noise Quietly, his 
beautiful, elliptical triptych of plays about 
lives touched by war and violence. 

First presented to great acclaim at the 
Bush in 1986, it is now revived in a poetic, 
heart-twistingly lovely touring production 
by Deborah Bruce for the Oxford Stage 
Company and it is due to head into the Wfest 
End for a six-week season at the Whitehall 
Theatre in ApriL The coincidence of this 
major revival and the current RSC transfer 
at The Pit of his disgracefully underrated 
latest play, Bad Weather, invites a re- 
appraisal of a finely imaginative, toughly 
delicate body of work. It also prompts the 
observation that, like his father; Holman 


# a quiet and honourable man. 
This has not helped his medi 


w This has not helped his media profile. 
Journalists find it easier to cope with 
schools and waves than with individuals 
who resist categorisation. That said, it is 
ironic that your first thought, on meeting 
this hard-to-pigeonhole playwright, is how 
peculiarly reminiscent he is of Alan Ben- 
nett. Ttue, you feel you'd have to resort to 
chloroform to get him into a tie, cords and 
tweed jacket, and he is not a university wit, 
having chucked the charms of farther 
education and subsidised bis eariy writing 
career by working for three years in the 
bookstall on platform one at Paddington. 

The resemblance is there, though, in the 
shy wry humour A tidded-sounding laugh 
bote like a grace note over his conversa- 
tion, the strong Yorkshire vowels seeming 
to date back to a generation earlier than 
his own. Itis also present in the sense you 
get that, for all his superficiary fey, boyish 
diffidence, he would, if irked on a point of 



Holman’s plays have been underrated in the past; they need to live with people and grow less nebulous in their imagination 


Philip Meech 


^principle, constitute a formidable one- 
^nan awkward squad. 


man awkward squad. 

An entry in Bennett’s Writing Home 
leapt to mind while we were talking Dis- 
gusted by the Rdklands War, Bennett 
wrote, broodingty, “Not English. I feel 
now, this is just where I happen to have 
been put down. No country. No party. No 
Church. No voice. And now they are 
singing “Britannia Rules the Waves” out- 
side Downing Street It’s the Last Night of 
the Proms erected into a policy.” In the mid- 
dle play in Making Noise Quietly, set dur- 
ing the Falklands War, a young naval 


lieutenant visits a woman to tell her that 
the son she has not heard from for five 
years has been killed on the Glamorgan. 
The piece is a subtle study of how in- 
stinctive revulsion for a pointless war can 
be sidetracked by circumstances, and de- 
nied. The woman takes refuge from the 
deep pain of this death in snobbish grati- 
fication that the ghastly son had secretly 
married into the messenger’s posh naval 
dan and to spare her husband’s feelings 
she ends up deciding, half-wilfully, half- 
unconsdousty, to take an official Dulce et 
decorum est pro patria mori stand. 

Given all this, and the mid-Eighties date 
of the original production, you might have 
thought it reasonable to assume that the 
Ffelklands had fomented this trilogy. But 
that would be to misunderstand the ad hoc 
routes inspiration takes with so instinctive 
a writeE That conflict was, in fact, the last 
piece to be fitted into the jigsaw. 

Paradarically what unlocked the project 
for him wasn't any of the books about war 
he’d been avidly reading, but 77ie Journals 
Of Denton Welch, which cover the period 
1942-84 and which, in 400 pages, mention 


the war only twice. Something of their 
bruised lyricism and homo-erotic sub- 
currents inform Being Friends, the first 
panel in Holman’s triptych. 

As an artist, he seems the antithesis of 
his exact contemporary Stephen Poliakoff, 
(born 1952), a writer-in-residence at the 
National Theatre at the same time as 
Holman, and who also happens to have a 
play in tire current RSC season. Set in the 
BBC in the Thirties, Poliakoff's Talk of the 
City asks whether toe mass radioaudience 
was misled lay a conspiracy of silence about 
the plight of the Jews in Germany. It is 
freroendousjy easy to con v e y w h at this play 
is about and to generate publicity for itbe- 
cause its ideas and its implied modern par- 
allels are all that it amounts to. 

But it would be a brave person who 
would attempt to give you an in-a-nutshell 
summary of Bad Weather, with its strange 
combination of repeated shocks and stow 
eventlessness, and Holman's characteristic 
density of subtext, which actors adore. 
Critics are busy people with deadlines, but 
plays Eke this need to live with you and 
grow less nebulous in the imagination. 


Hence the better immediate reception 
for Poliakoff’s inferior play. 

Bad Weather was triggered by a 
personal experience of being the one dis- 
senting voice on a jury at the trial of some 
young men charged with grievous bodily 
harm - Holman's private letter to the judge 
wound up being handed round in court and 
used fay the defence barristers in mitiga- 
tion. This may have been what prompted 
it, but the play soon brandies outfromits 
social-realist Teesside startingpoint The 
characters are sent away for an idyffic, soul- 
searching, yet only jaggedly redeeming 
respite in rural France, rather as Holman's 
excellent 1991 play. Rafts and Dreams, 
dispatched a group of survivors from a 
global flood over the waters in a sawn-away 
living-room and asked whether even with 
this radical opportunity to cut adrift from 
the tangles of the past, people would be able 
to make the requisite p sych ologi cal leap. 

There are certain recurring preoccu- 
pations in Holman’s work. The psychology 
of taking the rap for someone else's crime, 
for example, is explored both in Bad 
Weather and in his splendid 1992 novel, I7ie 


Amish Landscape, where a boy has to 
cover far his fether'snmrder of his brother 

Offering unusual opportunities for child 
actors, the plays are correspondingly 
taxed fay the question of what it means to 
be an adult, and by the way the truth pre- 
sents a different face as you grow older 
Being an instinctive writer he does not 
thank you for pointing out the pattern of 
emotional displacement in his work. 

He tells me, though, that as with Ma/dng 
Noise Quietly, Bad Weather has expanded 
into a trilogy, broadly dealing with the 
theme of crime and punishment When we 
met, Holman was imrepininglty pessimistic 
about the chances of the RSC staging this 
long work, after the non-tumultuous box 
office for Bad Weather. He seems to be that 
rare bird, a genuinely modest writer The 
RSC should remember though, that there 
is nothing modest about his achievement 


‘Making Noise Quietly' at the Traverse, 
Edinburgh (0131-228 1404} and at Hie 
WhitehaE Theatre, London from next 
month; Bad Weather 3 is in rep at the Pit, 
London EC2 (0171-638 8891 ) to 13 March 


FETE LAWSON’S The Impostor is a 
reworking of Moltere’s much-banned 
Tartuffe, substituting New Labour 
ducking and diving for the original 
attack on religious hypocrisy, and 
transporting the time and place from 
17th-century France to present-day 
Bolton. Lawson's text is “all 
governments are sleazy”, which he 
promotes by using Moliere's original 
characters and relentless rhyming. 
Yes, it is a well-sustained attack on 
New Labour, the betrayal of 
transparent whiter- than-white for 
presentation forged in darkness. 

The Impostor is a smart piece of 
work, clever in conception and 
execution under Jennie Darnell’s 
direction, with smart, state-of-the-art 
decoration in Matthew Wright's 
painfully con temporary -shiny Home 
Office set. It's also smart enough to 
be able to update the dialogue to 
include references to impeachment, 
Clapham Common and large 
donations to political parties from 
self-interested businessmen. 

In sticking to the original model, 
Lawson has lumbered himself with 10 
characters, some of whom make only 
fleeting appearances and seem to 
detract from the main strands of the 
plot The central character, Tartuffe, 
bears a strong resemblance to Peter 
Mandelson, or maybe an amalgam of 
discredited figures. Ann 
Widdecombe’s famous description of 
Michael Howard - “There is 
something of the night about him” - is 
tossed in just to put us off the scent 

In terms of political satire. The 
Impostor hits its targets well enough. 
Yet the attack is hardly savage, more 
a sorrowful head-shaking over such 
transgressions from an old and 
trusted friend. Or maybe it's just an 
acceptance of the fact that 
governments have unseen workings 
as well as the puppet strings that are 
on view. Acceptance is more 
dangerous than indignation. 

The large cast - for a studio 
production - perform at a lick. Fred 
Ridgeway as Orgon, the archetypal 
northern businessman prepared to 
put down real brass to become 
mayor, becomes the more and more 
perplexed pivot of the farcical 
proceedings. Dermot Kerrigan’s 
Tartuffe - a hypocrite right down to 
his underpants, prepared to justify 
anything unseemfy in an insurance 
sale sman’ s suit - carries off the self- 
righteous, sunny optimism of the 
character: In true political farce style 
he is caught, literally; with his pants 
down. Elmire, given the task of 
seducing Tartuffe in order to expose 
him, is played by Kim Thompson who 
handles French farce at its trickiest 
The ending is from the with-one- 
bound- Jack-was-free school, but the 
audience went away happy. 

Allen Sadler 


Zb 6 March (01 752 267222) 


Debut: David Calder 


The Time: 1967 
The Place: Bristol Old Vic 
part: A pirate in 
^Treasure Island 


MY FIRST job was at the Bris- 
tol Old Vic, then the country’s 
leading repertory theatre. 
Quite early on, around Christ- 
mas time, when 1 was appear- 
ing in Treasure Island, my 
agent got me my first audition 
fora television job. They want- 
ed to see me in London on a 
Wednesday morning, but I had 
to be back in time for a matinde 
in the afternoon. It was high 
adrenaline stuff and after- 
wards I was so preoccupied 
with how it had gone that in- 


stead of getting on the Bristol 
train, I got on the Cardiff train 
- which doesn’t stop at Bristol. 

My anxiety levels went up 
and up. I changed at Cardiff 
and managed to get back to 
Bristol, with a short time to get 
to Colston Hall before 1 had to 
be on stage. I grabbed a cab, 
and started to take my clothes 
off, much to the amazement of 
the cab driven I rushed all the 

way up the stairs literally tak- 
ing my shirt off and burst into 
the dressing-room, to find the 
pirates all dressed and ready 
to go. They completely got into 
the spirit of the thing, cheering 
me to the line to get out there 
on stage. 1 got into costume and 



suddenly as you do in these sit- 
uations, time stops and you 
think you’ve made it I thought 
I had enough time to put some 
make-up on. I grabbed the 


sponge and dabbed myself with 
it, tearing a complete ring of 
brown tan round my face. I was 
then thrown on stage. 

Everyone turned, looked at 
me, saw this face and col- 
lapsed. The play couldn’t con- 
tinue - the laughter was 
unstoppable. The audience 
didn’t know why these hairy 
pirates were being rather 
camp, falling about on stage, lb 
pull ourselves back together; 
we had to go from being laugh- 
ing pirates to being vray angry 
ones, gritting our teeth and 
persevering. 

Afterwards. Val May the 
artistic director; told me in no 
uncertain terms about the dis- 


cipline of theatre. It’s hard in 
those situations to keep a 

strai g ht fop**, frit T managed tp 

If Td laughed. I'd have been out 
on my ear I’ve never had quite 
such an unfortunate experi- 
ence since, but it happens to us 
all and when it does, it’s beau- 
tifully humbling. Actors can 
get over-serious about what 
they do; there’s nothing wrong 
with having a quick laugh at 
yourself. 

INTERVIEW BY 

Dominic Cavendish 


What did you do in 
the past, daddy? 


REVIEW 


THREE DAYS OF RAIN 

DONMAR WAREHOUSE 
LONDON 


David Calder stars as Pros- 
p era in "The Tempest?, Barbi- 
can, London EC2 (0171-638 
8891) to 4 Mar 


ON THE FRINGE 


20 VKICS AFHKIWIENT OLD RED LION B THE GREEN SNAKE RIVERSIDE STUDIOS ■ BLUEBEARD LITTLE ANGEL THEATRE 



STALIN WENT to see 

Bulgakov’s The Day of The 
IVtrbins 15 times, but it is 
unlikely that his ghost will 
bother to go to the 

production of 

Apartment at the Old Red 
lion. The actors have taken 
a play encapsulating the 
febrile decadence and 
demonic pleasures of 
Twenties Russia, only to 
translate it into a senes of 

Wand walk-on parts. 

This is tragic - not least 

because the pfa>’ portrays a 
fascinating era in Russian 
politics. In 1921 Lenin re- 
introduced private 
enterprise to a country 
• seething with economic 
discontent, which led to an 
explosion of bladmail and 
corruption. Against thi» 
backdrop. Bulgakov s 


aristocratic Madame Zoyka 
turns her apartment into a 
dressmaker’s shop by day 
and a brothel by night The 
resulting grotesque fantasy 
world - a hustle of pimp, 
aristocratic whores, opium 
dealers, and self-made 
bureaucrats - becomes a 
political statement about 
the depths to which the t 
former ruling class sank m 

their desperation to escape 
totheWest 
The play loses life 
through slack pacing and 

neurasthenic acting. %u 
wish the characters were on 
speed rather than opium - 

and while Nina Field’s 

Zovka is delightfiilfy 
disdainful, she lacks the 
dynamism needed far the 
creator of this hall of post- 
revolutionary horrors. 


The other problem is the 
director's decision to stick 
to naturalism rather than 
playing up artificial 
elements in Bulgakov’s 
wonderful script- This is not 
a criticism that could be 
buried at Michael Chase’s 
direction of The Green 
Snake. The play fuses 
Goethe’s myth of death and 
rebirth with the unfolding 
dramas of five individuals 
waiting for a train delayed 
by problems more 
intransigent than leaves on 
the line, their personal tales 
echoed in a mythical world 
portrayed by an eclectic 
collection of mask 
traditions, ranging from 
Greek tragedy through to 
Sidfian puppet theatre. 

Pretentious programme 

notes aside, there are 


individual strengths. Adrian 
Wmiams-Bretfs sing in g 
mythical ferryman prorides 
a stylish bridge Uniting the 
real-life to the mystical 
scenes, while Philippa 
WQliams-Brett brings 
touching comic conviction to 
her Noli-inspired babbling 
old laity; huta cardboard 
script for the real-life 
scenes and woefully 
choreographed movement 
scupper its intentions. 

It does not begin to fall 
into the same league as 
Henk Schutis excellent 
adult puppet Bluebeard 
This production picks up on 
the myth's tortured 
sexuality - as highlighted in 
Angela Carter’s The Bloody 
Chamber -and manages to 
make wooden dolls and a 
bunch of rusty keys say 


more about fear and 
poisoned hist than many 
carefully crafted scripts. 

The animators 
interchange masks and 
puppets in this intense and 
focused performance, 
frequently melding their 
own body movements with 
those of the dolls. Simple 
acts such as eating a melon 
or rolling a ball become 
charged with sinister 
Sy m bolism. If you never 
thought a piece of wood 
could be sexual, catch the 
little Angel Theatre on tone 
RACHEL HALLIBURTON 


Old Red Lion, London ECl, 
(0171-837 7816) to 20 Mar; 
Riverside Studios, London 
W6 (0181-237 1111) to 13 
Mar, Little Angel Theatre 
tour (0171-226 1787) 


KEEPING A diary, as Gwen- 
dolen remarks in The Impor- 
tance of Being Earnest, is 
essential. “One should always 
have something sensational to 
read in the tram.” Most people’s 
diary entries, however degen- 
erate to weather reports. When 
Walker (Cohn Firth) discovers 
his late father’s secret journal, 
he and his sister Nan (Eliza- 
beth McGovern) are disap- 
pointed to see that the very first 
entry is shockingly bland: 
“Three days of rairT. 

Fbr the siblings, this comes 
as something of an end, but for 
(he playwright Richard Green- 
berg it is a cunningly con- 
structed beginning. This, the 
last intheDMunar’s American 
season, is an often fascinating 
study of the legacy of two arch- 
itects whose family home is a 
world-renowned landmark and 
the centre of an emotional 
whirlpool for their children. 

The sibling rivalries of the 
well-layered characters are 
deftly established as Nan 
meets up with neurotic Walker 
fertile reading of the wifi. She's 
furious with him for having 
disappeared for months, leav- 
ing her to deal with their 
father’s death and their help- 
lessly airy mother; wittily de- 
scribed as “Zelda Fitzgerald’s 
less sane aster”. Complicating 
matters is Pip (David Morris- 
sey), son of Ned's partner Theo 



Colin Firth. David Morrissey and Elizabeth McGovern 
in "Three Days of Rain* Geraint Lewis 


and former lover of the now- 
married Nan. Walker’s realis- 
ation that he has been partially 
disinherited triggers old jeal- 
ousies. Then, at the dimax of 
the first act, he dramatically 
puts the lid on the past “God 
damn you,” cries Nan, “Now 
weTl never know anything” 
We, however quickly learn 
much more as the second act 
cuts back to the time of the 
diary to reveal the unwritten 
truth. The same actors now 
play their parents, filling the 
stage with correspondences 
through the years. Pinter re- 
versed the action in Betrayal, 
and Kaufman & Hart played a 
similar game in 1934 in Merrily 
We Rod Along, but Greenberg's 
twist deverfy explores the idea 
of the sans of the father 
The director; Robin Lefevre, 
coaxes witty beautifully mod- 
ulated performances from his 
cast, all of whom resist the 
temptation to signal too heav- 


ily whatwe know of their older 
selves. The rivalry between 
the men is captivating^ done 
and the climactic seduction 
scene is exquisitely played by 
a wonderfully gauche, stam- 
mering Firth - all spectades 
and hunched shoulders - and 
febrile, skittish McGovern - a 
headstrong cross between a 
young Katharine Hepburn and 
early Blanche Dubois - yet 
even they cannot stave off the 
curiously flat denouement - 
The gap between what we 
though t we knew and the literal 
truth widens throughout in the 
maimer of a well-crafted 
thriller, but the play falls victim 
to its neatness. Greenberg dis- 
plays enviable talent not least 
for piquant dialogue, but ulti- 
mately you're left feeling that 
the play is more contrived than 
emotionally resonant 

David Benedict 


To 13 Mar (0171-369 2732) 
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The witch that 
hell sent back 


Neville and Doreen Lawrence, pictured after the release of the official report on the death of their son Stephen 


David Rose 


I’m not afraid of change 


I WORK FOR... 


Delrose Lyseight is Pa to Sir Herman Ouseley, chairman of the Commission for Racial Equality 


I applied for this job ata time 
when I was still hoping to 
work in the Careers Ser- 
vice, but while I was study- 
ing the goalposts moved; 
the service was privatised 
and job vacancies became 
few and far between. However, my 
careers guidance studies as well as 
inv English and IT degree stood me 
in good stead for this job, though I 
hesitated before accepting it Hav- 
ing been freelance for some time, I 
wasn't sure whether I would fit into 
i he office environment 
The ad didn't specify who I would 
re working for. so it was a surprise 
t:» learn that I would be PA to the 
chairman. The first time I met Her- 
.nan I found him hard to read. I was 
:ning to work out whether we would 
wt on. and he was obviously doing 
'he same. I felt puzzled about the 
i-xacl nature of my role, although I 
.‘ow understand why it was hard for 
.im to describe. When you are so 
focusing on the volume of the 
work you simply don't have time to 
!;uk at the background mechanics. 

When I started the job Herman 
was on leave and I was plunged 
-iraighl in, without anyone to show 


me the ropes. I thought die pace 
would slow down on Herman’s 
return, but he came back armed with 
work forme before rushing off to an- 
other conference. I felt comfortable 
with him early on; he obviously 
trusted me enough to feel I could 
deliver in his absence. I also gelled 
with my colleagues in the executive 
office; we share the same bind of 
personality and sense of humour 
Despite our professionalism there’s 
a kind of madness between us. 

I answer a wide range of calls on 
the chairman's behalf; he’s such a 
charismatic speaker that there is a 
constant demand for him to ad- 
dress employers and community 
organisations, induding equal op- 
portunity programmes and leader- 
ship challenge projects. He also 
gets invited to attend functions as 
varied as school assemblies and 
Downing Street receptions. When 
I'm not on the telephone I am busy 
with Herman’s scheduling and en- 
suring that he’s got briefings for his 
meetings, but when the phones are 
continually ringing the only way to 
catch up on paperwork is by staying 
on at work. Sometimes getting up at 
6am and coming home at Tpm 



Sir Herman: charismatic 


seems like a thankless task so this 
year I decided to take a different ap- 
proach, starting with three weeks’ 
leave in January to get a breather. 
But though things settled down in 
my absence, the phones started up 
again the moment I got back - I 
swear they were waiting for me. I 
have to stop myself from automat- 
ically saying “Chairman’s office” 
when answering my phone at home. 

The high profile of Herman’s job 
means my job is pressurised. Un- 


usually, callers get put straight 
through to me and there's a constant 
flow of reactions to what the chair- 
man has said, both positive and 
negative. Our area of weak is high- 
ly emotive. Ebr example, when the 
findings of the Lawrence report 
wee announced we had calls sup- 
porting us and others that were 
abusive and threatening. Last week 
a man harangued me, saying that it 
was black people who'd caused the 
problems and that the CRE was bi- 
ased. I could have explained that tiie 
Lawrence report was in fact an in- 
dependent report or asked him if he 
couldn't identify with the suffering of 
a family whose son had been the vic- 
tim of a crime But this man could 
not distinguish between police bash- 
ing, and Doreen and Neville Law- 
rence wanting justice as well as a 
means of understanding what their 
child died foe Some people seem to 
forget that the chairman is saying we 
need a just and fair sodefy for every- 
one rather than spedal rights for a 
particular group of people. 

Discrimination is so hard to prove 
and I know that even when racism 
is staring you in the face you are 
fikefy to be tdd, if you try to complain 


to your bora or institution, that you 
have a chip on your shoulder. 

The fact that Vre receive hate map, 
and bigoted calls just serves to un- 
derline why we need an organisation 
like the CRE. Tfe also had a mass of 
calls and letters from people who 
identified with the experiences that 
the Lawrence family had suffered. 

I think it must be a high to dis- 
cover that you can have the power 
to influence fix- the greater good, but 
if Herman is excited he keeps it to 
himself At the moment he is so busy 
that I rarely see him. Friends say to 
me, *1 keep seeing your boss on TV” 
and I laugh and answer; “well, you've 
seen him more than me”. I love the 
adrenaline rush that comes from a 
buzzing job with such a variety of in- 
teractions, but I am employed on a 
fixed-term contract which comes up 
for renewal shortly. I know that the 
jobs-fbr-life ethos doesn’t exist and 
I’ve already taken risks and know 
myself to be flexible and adaptable. 

With my background in careers 
guidance and my experience, rang- 
ing from setf-employment to work- 
ing for BT and the Probation 
Service, I'm not afraid of change. 

Interview by Katie Sampson 


FOR SOME reason, they put 
me on to be the person who 
does the collection. Melanie 
Martineau is leaving on 
Friday, end I am responsible 
for her present So I find a 
giant Jiffy bag in the recycling 
bin and set off round the office 
to get people to part with their 

hard-earned cash. 

I start, naturally, with the 
people who sit nearest Some 
$ig h and grumble about the 
cost but dig into their pockets 
and in the odd heavy 
coin. The big boss finds a 
tenner Within minutes, the 
bag weighs a satisfying 
amount and Fm feeling 
confident 

Get to finance. Stop beside 
a good-looking young man 
whose eyebrows look as if 
they’ve recently curled up for 
a good doze in the sun. 

“HeUa,” I say. He looks up 
brightly. 

“Hello,” he says back, 

“What can I do for you?" 

“Tm collecting for Melanie 
Martin eau’s leaving present” 

“Leaving present?" 

“She’s leaving on Friday." 

“No!" he leaps to his feet 
and rushes to the next-door 
desk; crying; “Paula! Paula! 
Guess what?” Paula looks up. 
“Melanie Martineau is leaving 
on Friday.” 

“What?” Paula’s voice rises 
to a shriek. 

“Yes!” He claps her about 
the shoulders and she, 
disconcertingly, shoots out of 
her chair and punches the air 
like a footballer who’s just 
bought a new Fterrari. 

“Yesra!” she shouts. 

Suddenly finance is in full- 
on party mode, and when 
hamster-brows comes back 
with a fistful of coins and 
throws them into the Jiffy bag 
with the words “There, see 
what you can get her with 
this”, I accept it with pleasure 
and move on. 

Tb the land where 
everyone's forgotten their 
purse. Eight people in a row 
say “Sony, I forgot to go to 
the cashpoint", on “Can you 
come back? I don’t know what 
I’ve done with my wallet" 

Well, there’s a tight-arse in 
every office. Some people just 
say they’d rather not which is 
their prerogative, and another 
couple say that they’re going 
to be bankrupted if they keep 
having to chip in for every 
leaving present but drop in 
stuff that clinks. 

Until I get to marketing, 
and meet Bob. Bob looks 
rather nice, in a bear-tike, 
undermaintained sort of way. 

I approach him because he 
looks the most approachable, 
and watch the smile on his 
face replaced by something 



THE TEMP 


out of The Exorcist, as the 
words “Melanie Martineau" 
pass my tips. . 

“No, I would not" he 
growls, and hunches over his 
flow chart Then he looks up 
at my retreating back and 
says: “What made you think 
Fd want to giro anything to 
Melanie Martineau?" 

I stop. 

“Sorry. Tm a temp. I don’t 
know about the relationships 
in this office." 

“ Mmm, " says Bob, then 
apologises for being rude. 
“Tell me," he continues, 

“Have you had much luck?" 

“Not bad, I think." I rattle 
my Jiffy in his face. Bob 
wrinkles his eyebrows. 

“Well, rm jiggered. How 
many people, roughly?" 

“I suppose one in two.” 

Bob huffs. “Weti, what a 
load of hypocrites. Tell me 
Have you met Melanie 
yourself yet?" 

“No. She seems to be out of 
the office all week." 

“Welt that figures. Well, 
look, this isn’t meant to be 
rude but let me say one thing. 
I wouldn’t give a present to 
Melanie Martineau if you held 
a gun to my head and 
threatened to blow my brains 
out, and I know that the 
majority of the people here 
feel the same way. Just a 
warning, in case anyone else 
reacts as strongly as me.” 

I don’t care to ask why but 
he falls me anyway. “Melanie 
Martineau,” he says, “Is the 
witch hem hell Hell, in fact, 
sent her back.” 

X flunk out in marketing 
apart from the department 
head, who stings in the 
smallest note she can find 
with a groan. They are the last 
stop on my route, and, despite 
this disheartening end, I 
return to my desk with 
weighty plunder and a light 
heart I’ve always rather 
enjoyed the leaving-present 
thing; it’s one of the few 
opportunities you get to spend 
a silly amount on flowers. 

I tip my booty out on to the 
desk, to find that induding 
the tenner and the fiver; I 
have managed, from 100- odd 
staff, to collect £19.78 - mostly 
in lp, 2p and 5p coins. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


APPOINTMENTS: SECRETARIAL, OFFICE SUPPORT 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 



LOOKING FOR WORK IN 
CENTRAL AND 
SOUTHEAST LONDON? 


Wo rwwo work lor Socretarles/PA's. 50+ wpm, 
rmnuio taking stuUs, excaflunl knowledge of Word 
and Excel and good communication skills. 




Excellent Customer service skiHs and 
team work ability. 


8r;!liant opportunities with sfrortitong-fomr bookings. 


For Central London please call Maria on, 

Tel: 0171 329 2300 
Fax: 0171 329 2489 

>6 LOOGATl HiuL L0M20N LCar* 4PO 


For SouUieas! London please call Emma on: 
Tel: 0171 403 9287 
Fax: 0171 378 0466 


169 BQPOUGH Hi! 


BUBBLY SECRETARIES 


Required lor nrcsiicioua li>taic AcciUs 
throughout Condor, - KnichAhrid^o. 
Fulham. Baker Street. Vale and 

man) more. Good uring and a bright 
person, 1 . lit} arc e^ential to become part 
oi a friendly team. Sudan £I4-CUK. 
Cull Shearerdumdl Recruitment 
on 0171 259 f .363 
Or '.end vm!. r C 'V to: 

- SUiiK S:. KnrehubrkRe. l.-'mk-n nW IX l fL\ 


PROJECT SECRETARIES/ 


COORDINATORS 


£18fc-£21k 


tv aeras m know tar mar avporan mage, pcoacn nr the 
i— pwyncni marhm and the my they toon nftot itkw sMl Due to 
naarcxxi a runtier at oroortumnw w ouxnewed seasoncs wan 
i.-i»icd3 ft c! the lams s oftware pacMc o IMS O Wcbi have men I t 
ecu enjoy cxKYdrtatmg. organising and vretiong on vanoA projects. 
:v«i rtts a ov> row tar you In reun. you wO hcms a oampenbwo 
-try «aolicrt benoNa pao ago and Mure ore** prospects that am 
second mo feno 

Whattarjrau are MbM tau aa i— tal y » » B**« noDee, 

Tet 0171 344 91 16 F»C 0171 829 8825 
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OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 


General administrator/secretary required to 
i&t small West London based IT consultancy. 
Responsibilities include purchase ordering, time 
cord keeping, invoicing, purchase ledger, 
les ledger, credit control and general 
retarial duties. Would suit a mature, 
xperienced. accurate and self motivated 
person. We offer a smart and friendly 
environment. Good pay package available for 
the right pereon. 

Please send/fax CV to Philltpe Michids, 
Alphasoft, 3 Bnunber Court, Bramber Rd, 
London W14 SPW. Fax: 0171 386 1943 


1 Full Time 

RECEPTION/SECRETARY 
LONDON W1 

IGoodp Si Tabcl 

You will provide Kc'recep'ddmin support as port of a 
four person team m a friendly working environment. 
An accurate copy typist (45wpm) with a clear voice 
and cheerful personality you will enjoy this 
challenging rote. Salary £74k 
Te l ephone 0171 323 4770 or write to: 

Ms F- Gordon, c/o Qtn House, 

200-208 Tottenham Court Road, London W1P9LA 


LEGAL SECRETARY W1 C.21-22K 

Lego! Secretory !(wn0ywiringl/PA fa partner h sod praetor 
Must hare 3 yew. aparfexe hr Ife responsible poffisn. 
Windows 95 skifc ejertid Sotoy «wdwg to ejperitai. Fox 

or write Ik 

Ftdnxm & Cil, 38 Green Aane St, 
London WIN 9 LB. Ftuc 0171 637 0668 


APPOINTMENTS DIARY 


Wednesty Snty 

IT.kerce.B^Brif Fran. Legi S p a sm WatGeml 


iitesty Thirsty 

flefe fateng, Sacs fassn Greta 



LONDON NEWS NETWORK 


TV SUBTTTLER 


London News Network produces the seven-day news service for 
Carlton and LWT. It makes London Today, London Tonight and London 
Weekend Tonight as well as current affairs and non-news programmes. 

LNN has a vacancy for a TV Subdtler for our live news output and 
special programming, working In a lively newsroom environment- 
candidates should have a minimum typing speed of 60wpm and 
excellent written English Is essential. Editorial skills and a working 
knowledge of Wlneaps/BASYS (the newsroom computer system) 
would be a distinct advantage. Full on the Job training wlU be given. 
Please write with CV to Sarah McLay, Personnel Assistant, London 
News Network limited. The London TV Centre, Upper Ground, 
London SE1 SIX 


Closing date: Wednesday 10th March 1999 

London News Network is an equal opportunities employer and 
welcomes applications from all sections of the community. 


Bi-lingual 

Secretary/Administrator 


£16,000 pa 

Ricab, one of tin largest manufacturers of office automation 
products in the worid nith a reputation for quality and in nov a t io n, 
am sBekkig a bi-fingual secratary/aduauistraiof for thair Japanese 
Corporals Safas dnriaon based n Hantm Garden. London. 

The pastaon requires ftoncy. spoken and written, in Engfchand 
Japanese, tuf aacretanaT skflte (Shorthand lOOwrpni, Typ«^ GOnpra 
pte aucSo vmW, computer Stare cy will proftoancy in Microsoft 
Vltant PowerPoint: Acorn and Excel. The successful cwrfdatewS 
be expected id maintan a database, be proficient on die minericaf 
keypad ant wd atso tie expected to operate a Japanese WP. 


Since there vnfl be direct c 
Japanese), a friendly, dfrik 
as wel Bstemfianty with . 
The division has a busy, hi 
need to work extended hoi 


r is required 


Applicants (UK/SC citizens orh 
perend should nrte in complete i 
tK Ml Kw/torifl. Cmmmnkt IS 
1 Plane tree Crescent, Fatten. 


rata: fficofaUClsL Bin 
M idd t e—K TWO 7H6. 



audio typing and 

Liaa Bolgmr Smith a* 
mtaoee Applebe Solicitors 
7 New Square 


London WC2A3RA 
ar by lex w 0171 242 K 


Commercial 
Property Secretary 


VCI 


VOICE COURIER UK LTD 


Required for friendly West End firm of solicitors 
working for a Partner and Assistant Solicitor. 
Applicants should have at leas} 3 years’ 
experience at senior level of commercial 
property work, good knowledge of MS Ward 
7 and excellent audio skills, in addition to the 
ability to communicate well and lo act on own 
initiative. Competitive salary plus benefits. 

Please send CV and handwritten covering 
letter stating ament salary lo: 

Charlotte Toons, Stringer Saul 
17 Hanover Square, London W1R 9AJ ' 
Fax: 0171 917 8555 


Reception ist/PA 


We are looking for a motivated indhridual who 
thrives in a casual work environment: Voice Courier 
b a small software company tn a competitive and 
growing marker. The successful candidate w3l have a 
friendly professional telephone manner, excellent 
orpniational and business writing sktik. good copy 
and audio typing skifb and experience with Microsoft 
Word and Excel. 


W*wM)wCVhd a^ BwwriMdiiMfw tau it««i 


Skktiy no agendas 


Homu Ruurea 
Vnka Courier UK Lad 
Heor t, Centric Home 
mitaSand 
London WC3R OU 


To advertise in this section please call 

Rachel Wheat on 0171 293 269 1 . 


LEGAL 

SECRETARIAL 

CONSULTANT 


TO £30K + PROFIT SHARE 

A professoral md fonwird tfunking mcroger requ 
to build a new IhmI Secretarial efrtian in 


'fbuwifl haven food Secretarial 
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NEW FILMS 


(15) 

Director. Erin Digram 
Stoning-. Robin Wright Perm. William Hurt 


subtly undastafiaWe, so removed from the stock 
methods of taefcting ifo volatile subject matter 
SsteiWHghtPfeim stars as anafajsetiexigri&^ 
®Jed upon by Wflfiam Hurt’s lawyer to testify 
against her brutal former boyfriend Yet Loved 
dehberatefy evades the hectoring quality that 


and troubled relationships for what they are: 
ccmplfis; personal and inesdiicahfy entwined 
West End: ABC Shaftesbury Avenue 

PAINTED ANGELS 05) 

Director. Jan Sanders 
Stoning: Kelly McGilfe, Brenda Flicker 
The angels are whores; the paint from the 
^Ofm^eoiafthepaidlaJoDSanriErs’mTSMMist 
western revolves around a frontier brothel presided 
over by Brenda Fricker’s no-nonsense madam. 
Earthy; naturalistic acting goes handm band with 
Gerald Packer's evocative visuals, though the 


TITANIC TOWN 05) 

Director Roger Michell 
Starring: Julie Walters, Nuala O’Neill 
Afl aboard far'Il'oubka^htt Belfast, circa 1972. Tte 
IRA and British forces are takn^potshoteateach 
othec Gvffians are dying in the crossfire. Jufie 
Watt^s^focalmnmloUnesforaceas^reandis 
caught between the opposing factions. Mdieffs&ct* 
ha^-^teiswen -mtfinbnnpA .biitit’sfointlyligbfc- 
weight, too. Fbr a film impfidtiy about rage, waste 
and human passions, ifs tow on dramatic oomph. 
West find ABC Swiss Centre. Local: KUbiem 
Tricycle Cinema 

URBAN LEGEND US) 

Director Jamie Blanks 

Storrhtg: Jared Leto, Alicia Witt 

As lWs Halloween spawned a crop of shabby! 


The Independent Recommends 

The five best films The Five best plays the five Best shows. 



West End* ABC Piccadilly, Renoir 

PERDITA DURANGO (18) 
director Alex De La Iglesia 
Starring: Rosie P6rez, Javier Bardem 
Alex De La Iglesia's quasi sequel to David Lynch’s 
wad at Heart is a strutting Tex-Mex caper, 
tequlla-ed to the gills and running on a kind of 
posturing wackiness. Rosie P6rez acquits herself 
well as the vixenish heroine who abducts a pair erf 
aQ- American virgins, while Live Flesh’s Javier 
Bardem simply glowera from beneath a comedy wig. 

IPs ramp, garinh and ftrmrr p rngty entertaining. 

West End- Clapkam Picture House, Metro, Odean 
Camden Ibton, Vfrgtn Hdymarfcet 

THE THIN RED UNE (15) 

Director Terrence Malick 

Starring: Sean Penn, Nick None 

See The Independent Recommends, right. 

West End- Odeon Leicester Square 


breed of irwwrunls. Enter UrbrniLee^nd, Blanks’s 
stalk-and-slash rang)* which clones Scream's tics, 

twists and in-jokes in much the same way that its 
campus killer mimics the crimes of popular myth. 
The result is strangely bland and inconseqiienliaL 
West End: UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road, 
Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village West End. 
And local cinemas 

YOU'VE GOT MAIL CPG) 

Director: Nora Ephron 
Starring. Tom Hanks, Meg Ryan 
Rifling off her eariiei; more assured Sleepless in I 


The Thin Red Line (1 5} 

Ttrrence MaKdt returns to the screen after a 
20-year absence with a hugely ambitious film 
about the battle of Guadalcanal. A war movie of 
a sort, though what th&t sort might be is uncertain. 

Life is Beautiful 
(La Vita 6 Bella) (PG) 

Roberto Benigni directs 
and stars in this tragicomic 
Cable (right) about an Italian 
Jew who tries to shield his 
boy from the horrors of a Nazi concentration camp 
by pretend ing that it is an elabo rate game. 

Shakespeare in Love (1 5) 

This enjoyable romp suggests how romance fired 
Shakespeare with the creative inspiration for 
Romeo and Juliet. Joseph Fiennes and Gwyneth 
Paltrow bead a multi-star cast 

A Bus's Life (U) 

Less sophisticated and more chOd-friencfly that 1 
Ana, ibis animated feature spins an enjoyable yam 
about an ant colony and its battle to survive. Kevin 
Spacey provides the voice of the chief grasshopper. 

Affliction (1 5) 

Paul Schrader’s bleak study in fatherhood and 
tualism, adapted from Russell Banks’s novel, 
stars Nick Nolle as a man struggling to escape the 
influence of his violent dad (James Coburn). 

Anthony Quinn 


Toast .... 

(Royal Court at The Ambassador's, London) 

So yon thought that the comic fascination of a 
mass-production bakery in 1970s Hull was 
somewhat limited? Richard Bean’s delightfully 
funny play proves you wrong. 3b 6 Mar 

Copenhagen . 

(Duchess Theatre, tandon) 

Michael Frayn’s profound arid haunting * 
meditation on science, morality and the mysteries, 
of human motivation. 7b 7 Aug . 


Oklahoma! (Lyceum 
Theatre, London) 
Widely regarded as the best 

ever, this glorious production 
by Trevor Nunn (right) of the 


Monet In the 20th Century 

(Royal Academy) 

He lived until 1926. The gardens and Ifiy ponds at 
Givcray dissolve into elemental visions: fiery lights, 
haze, liquid reflections, voids and depths. The 
strange last works of Impressionism. To 18 Apr 

Portraits by Ingres 

(National Gallery) 

Some of the most intense 
portraiture ever (ri&it). Women: 



fabric. dreams of sex and money. 
To 25 Apr 


Ryan through a contrived ramantk,come<iy that’s 
zapped out of its old-fashioned rut by a shrewd 
Internet plot hoot Hanks and Ryan squabble in 
daify Efe and get afl gooey on-fine, resulting in a 
brew that is soft, sludgy and jnstsfightiy on the turn. 

West End: ABC Tottenham Court Road, 

Barbican Screen, GafhamPktoxreHouse, Odeon 
Camden Ihum, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Screen on 
Baker Street. UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, 

Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin HaymarkeL ]J1BCM|WTOilSTllEFr 
Virgin Tr Deader o, Warner Village West (0870-902 0404) « Pkxadiuy 


God transfer. To 26hm 


The Winter's late {R SC, Stratford] 

An amazingly rich and complex performance 
from Antony Sher in Gregory Doran’s Romanov- 
style production . Zn rep to 4 Mar 

Hushabye Mountain 

(Gardner Arts Centre, Brighton) 

Dying of Aids and Kving_with Aids: Jonathan 
Harvey’s witty, sad and uneven new play looks at 
the disease in two eras. 7b 6 Mar 

Paul Tailor 


Patrick Caulfield (Hayward Gallery) 

The modern-object world made luminous. Caulfield 
is a virtuoso of many styles, and this retrospective 
offers the range - ootabty, those fat, laconic outlines 
flooded with translucent colour. To 11 Apr 

Peter Doig A Udomsak Krisanamls 

(Fruitmarket, Edinburgh) 

Ttoo painters collaborate. Doig’s sizzling, curdling, 
overloaded landscapes mix with Krisanamis s 
collages of cultural detritus and noodles. To 27 Mar 

Aubrey Beardsley 

(Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool) 

Drawings, prints and posters from the short and 
brilliant career of the 1890s aesthete and illustrator, 
with uniquely sinuous, florid line. 7o 11 Apr 

TOM LUBBOCK 


CINEMA 

West End 


EtruL And local cinemas 


GENERAL RELEASE 


Orcus Elizabeth 2.1 5pm, 
5.15pm, 8.15pm Lock. Stock & 
» * Tiro Smoking Bands 1.15pm. 

xan Brooks 3.40pm, 6.10pm. 8.35pm My 
Name Is Joe 6.20pm, 8.40pm it 
(PI) 1.30pm. 3,35pm, 6.15pm. 
8.45pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 
(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm) O 
Piccadilly Circus Hamam: The 
Ibridsh Bath 1.25pm. 6.15pm 
Painted Angels 1.10pm. 3.40pm, 
6.05pm. 8.30pm There's 

Something Ab6ut Mary 3.35pm, 
8.20pm 


AFFLICTION (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End: ABC Shaftesbury Avenue, Chelsea 
Cinema. Renoir 

ANTZ (PG) 

If nothing else, this computer-animated trifle is 
surety the most unlikely Woody Allen movie we 
will ever see. Repertory : Prince Charles. And 
local cinemas 

BUFFALO 68 <151 

As promising as it is, Vincent Gallo’s film about 
an ex-con (played by himseifi who kidnaps a 
(totancer (Christina Wed) in order to convince his 
parents that be is married, doesn't measure up 
to its influences. West End' ABC Swiss Centre 

A BUG'S LIFE (U) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

Wfest End: ABC Tottenham Court Road Ctapfocrm 
Picture House, Odeon Camden Town. Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Mezzanine. Odeon Swiss Cottage, Plaza. Ritzy 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys. Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Trocadero, Warner Village West End. 
And local cinemas 

BULWORTH (18) 

Warren Beatty's satire is crude and 
condescending on occasion, yet genuinely 
audacious and committed, too. Wfest End: Odean 
Kensington. Ritzy Cinema, Wrgrii Trocadero 

DON’T GO BREAKING MY HEART (PG) 

.ibis arthritic antique of a romantic weepie 
Vheezes on towards a finale so predictable that 
you'd have to be dead not to see it corning West 
End : Odeon Kensington. Warner Village West 
End. And load cinemas 

ENEMY OF THE STATE <15) 

Will Smith's fall-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman’s pensioned- off Pentagon warhorse, 
probes a political cover-up and gets embroiled in 
afl znannev of Big Brother- type trouble. West 
End Odeon Camden 7 bum, Odeon Kensington, 
Odom Marble Arch, Virgin Trocadero. And 
local cinemas 

HIDEOUS KINKY (15) 

Through the teeming orange/red/ turquoise 
backdrop of 1970s Morocco treads Kate Winslet’s 
hippie single mum, her two daughters unwilling- 
ly in tow. Winslet does well with a change- of-pace 
rote as the tale's permanently strung-out, unsaied 
matriarch and the child stars are startlingly 
1 hd. West End: Curzon Soho. Curzon Minema, 
GGeon Swiss Cottage. UCf Whiteleys, Virgin 
Fulham Road. And local cinemas 

HILARY AND JACKIE (15) 

Full-throttle playing from Rachel Griffiths and 
Emily Whtson sustains Anand Tucker's ■warts-and- 
all biopic of the Du Prt sisters. West End: 
Curzon Soho. And local cinemas 

HOLY MAN (PG) 

Jeff GaHbium plqys Ridge a scuzzbaH TV executive. 
Fearful for his job, Ricky uses spiritual vranderer 

G (.Eddie Murphy) as a frontman on his shopping 
show and sales go through the roof. G, in turn, 
teaches Hkky a few soulful lessons; juu knew about 
life and stuff. Parts of Hoiy Man are very tunny but 
the film never quite finds the right tone. West End.- 
ipOdeon Marble Arch. Virgin Trocadero, Warner 
Village Wat End And local cinemas 

HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK (15) 
Essentially this is Shirley Valentine with an Afro- 
American spin but Angela Bassett works hard to 
make an impression among the slide-show of 
tourist-brochure visuals. West End: Ritey 
Cinema, Virgin TYocadero. And local cinemas 


I THINK I DO (IS) 

Ah, the wedding caper An excuse for reunions, 
for an ensemble cast for the tensions of etiquette 
against emotion. Writer-director Brian Sloan 
ticks all the right boxes during this spry baby- 
boomer outing, and yet its too hyperactive and 
ingratiating. West End: ABC Swiss Centre 

JACK FROST (PG) 

The respective trajectories of two stars meet in 
tins out-af-seasan Ynktide capec On llte way down 
goes Michael Keaton as a seffobsessed bhies-man 
who dies and is reincarnated as a snowman. And 
on the way up is The Fufl Monty's MarkAdcfyas 
his salt-afthe-eailii best mate. Formula fun is had 
by afl. West End: UC3 Whiteleys, Warner Village 
West End. And local cinemas 

UFE IS BEAUTWUL {LA VITA E BELLA) (PG) 
See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End: Clapham Picture House. Curzon 
Mayft&GaleNadbK]Iffl,OdeonKensingUm,Ritzy 
Cinema. ScreenontheHiR, UCI Wkitdeys,Vtrgin 
Chelsea Virgin Haymcn1& And local cinemas 

LITTLE VOICE 05) 

Holed up in her bedroom, timid North Country 
s pa rrow LV (Jane Harrocks) perfects strident 
Shirley Bassey/Judy Garland impersonations. 
Bracing black comedy, Horrocks’s vocal 
pyrotechnics, plus a marvellously weighted turn 
from Michael Caine push it through to the final 
curtain. Wfest End: ABC Tottenham Court Road, 
Odeon Camden Tbum, Odeon Swiss Cottage. 
OdeonWestEndWrgmFidhamRoodRepertory: 
Riverside Studios Cinema. And local cinemas 

THE OPPOSITE OF SEX (18) 

Don Roos’s bariHP-scarufli trip through American 
gender politics leans heavily on a fire-cracker 
performance from Christina Ricci as the dastardly 
teen whose precocious antics send the adults 
(Martin Donovan, Lisa Kudrow) into a s 
West End: UCf Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road, 
Warner ViOxige West Ertd. And local cinemas 

JC (PI) (15) 

What sustrins n is the pure4flood ingenuity of its 
centra] conceit its ongoing “mathematics is the 
language of natae" mantra and the louche, too- 
coolfor-school demeanour. It all adds up. West 
End: ABC Panton Street 

PRACTICAL MAGIC (12) 

Essentially a sibling soap-opera with a dash of 
mumbo -jumbo, Practical Magic sees Sandra 
Bullock and Nicole Kidman cast as two 
mismatched sisters raised from a line of 
witches. Wfesf End: Wbrrjer ViUage West End 

SHAKESPEARE Of LOVE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, oboue. 

West End ABC Tottenham Court Road, Clapham 
Picture House, EmptreT^eicesterSquj^Notting 
Hill Coronet, Odeon Camden Tbum, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker Street 
Screen on the Green, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Fulham Road, Virgin Trocadero. Repertory: 
Phoenix Cinema. And local cinemas 

THIS YEAR'S LOVE (18) 

A cast of Britain’s finest (Kathy Burke, lan Part, 
Doug Hens hall et al) weave to and fro through 
David Kane's Camden-set essay on urban 
romance. Kane’s screenplay is genoufly witty and 
well- observed but the film eranks what might have 
been a sublime one-hour teleplay into double Its 
natural length. Still, that's modem romance for 
you. You can't fit it into tidy boxes. West End: 
BarbiccmSaeenClaphamPictureHoitse,Odeon 
Camden Town. Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage. Odeon West 
End, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys. Virgin 
Chelsea. And local cinemas 


ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402] * Leicester 
Squaredbtcenham Court Road 
Affliction 1.10pm. 3.40pm, 

6.05pm, 8.30pm Loved 1.35pm, 
4pm. 6.25pm, 8.50pm 

ABC smss CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) « Leicester 
Square/Piccadilly Grcus Buffalo 
66 4pm, 8-AOpfn Hotel du Nord 
1.40pm. 6.30pm I Think I Do 
1.10pm, 3.10pm. 5.10pm. 

7.10pm, 9.10pm Titanic Town 
2.05pm; 4:25pm. 6.40pm. 

8.55pm La Vie Rev6e des Anges 
1.25pm, 3.45pm, ' 6.05pm, 

8.25pm 

ABC TOTTOIKAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) O Tottenham 
Court Road A Bug’s life 1 .20pm. 
4.05pm. 6.45pm Ucrie Voice 
9pm Shakespeare In Love 
1.10pm, 3.45pm. 6.30pm, 

925pm You've Got M@fl 1pm, 
3.50pm, 6.30pm, 9.15pm 

BARBICAN SCREBI 

(0171-638 8891) O Barbican 
This Year's Love 6pm, B.40pm 
Ybu’ve Got M@D 6pm, 8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) O Skwne 

Square Affliction 1 .35pm. 
3.55pm, 6.20pm, 8.45pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) O Clapham 
Common A Bug’s Ufe 1.45pm. 
4.10pm La Vita & Bella 6.40pm. 
9.10pm Perdrta Durango 9.30pm 
(+ Shore Grandpa) Shakespeare 
In Love 1.45pm, 4.15pm. 7pm 
This Year’s Love ,1.30pm. 
4.20pm. 6.50pm. 9.10pm (+ 
Shore Tunnel of Love) You’ve Got 
I 1.1 5pm. 4pm. 6.30pm, 

9pm 

CURZON MAYT3U* 

(0171-369 1720) ■» Green Park 
La Vita 6 Bella 1pm. 3.30pm, 
6pm. 8.40pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) «■ Hyde Park 
Comer/Knightsbridge Hideous 
Kinky 3pm. 5pm, 7pm, 9pm 

CURZON SOHO 
(0171-734 2255 (!2noon-6pm) 
«■ Leicester Square/To ttenh am 
Court Road Hideous Kinky 
1.45pm. 4.15pm, 6.45pm, 9pm 
Hilary and Jadde 1.30pm, 4pm. 
6.30pm. 9.15pm Your Friends 
and Neighbors 1.15pm, 3.15pm. 
5.15pm, 7.15pm. 9.30prn 

BWnitE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) O Leicester 
Square Meet Joe Black 12rtoan, 
3.40pm. 7.20pm The Prince of 
Egypt 3.15pm, 6pm. 8.15pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.15pm. 
3pm. 5.50pm, 8.45pm 

GATE N0TTM6 HILL 

(0171-727 4043) •©■ Norting Hill 
Gate La Vita t Bella 4.05pm. 
6.30pm, 8.55pm La Vie Revie 
desAnges 1.50pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) «■ Piccadilly 
Grcus/Leicester Square Ferdiea 
Durango 3pm. 5pm. 7pm, 9pm 
four Friends and Neighbors 
2pm, 4.1 5pm. 6.30pm, 8.45pm 

NOTTING MU. CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) * Netting HiU 
Gate Shakespeare In Love 
2.45pm. 5.45pm, 8.30pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) o Camden Town 
A Bug's Life 12noon. 2.20pm. 
4.40pm. 6.50pm Fear and 

Loathing in Las Vegas 12.30pm. 
3.05pm. 5.50pm. 8.25pm Little 
Voice 850pm Perdita Durango 
12.20pm. 3pm. 5.40pm. 8.45pm 
This Year’s Love 1 2.55pm, 
3.25pm, 6.05pm. 9pm You've 
Got M@il 12.25pm, 3pm. 
5.50pm, 8.35pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) «■ Piccadilly 

Grcus Stepmom 12.35pm. 
3.10pm. 5.50pm, B.30pm 


ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) « High Street 
Kensington A Bug’s Ufe 
11.45am. 2.15pm. 4.45pm. 

7.15pm. 9.45pm Don't Go 
Breaking my Heart 2.40pm. 
5pm, 7 -20pm. 9.40pm La Vita i 
Bella ' 1.40pm, 4.20pm, 7pm. 
9.40pm Shakespeare hi Love 
12.30pm. 3.25pm, 6.20pm. 

9.15pm This Year's Love 
1.40pm. 4.20pm. 7pm. 9.40pm 
You’ve Got M@il 12.45pm. 
3.40pm, 6.35pm. 9.30pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) Q Leicester 
Square The Thin Red Line 
12.40pm, 4.10pm, 7.45pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) Q Marble Arch 
A Bug's Life 1.55pm. 4.20pm, 
6.45pm. 9.10pm Enemy of die 
State 12.40pm. 3.25pm, 6.15pm, 
9.05pm Shakespeare in Love 
12.50pm. 335pm, 6.20pm, 

9.10pm This . Year’s Love 
1.25pm, 4pm, 6.40pm, 9.15pm 
fou*ve Got M@fl 12.45pm, 
3.30pm, 6.10pm. 9pm 


ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square A Bug’s life 2.10pm, 
4.20pm. 635pm. 8.40pm 
Elizabeth 12.35pm. 3-05pm, 

5.35pm, 830pm Lodi, Stock ft 
Ttoo Smoking Barrels 1.25pm, 
3.55pm. 6.20pm, 8.45pm The 
Kege 1.15pm. 3.40pm, 6.05pm, 
8.30pm There’s Something 
About Mary 12.45pm, 3.15pm 
5.45pm. 8.20pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 
(08705-050007) O Swiss 
cottage A Bug's Life 12.15pm. 
2.30pm. 4.45pm, 6.55pm 

Hideous Kinky 1 .55pm, 4.05pm, 
6-35pm. 8.55pm Litde Voice 
9pm Shakespeare hi Love 
12. 10pm, 2.55pm. 5.40pm, 

8.25pm Stepmom 1 ,20pm, 

6.1 5pm TWs Year's Love 
12.55pm. 335pm. 535pm. 

8.35pm Your Friends and 
Neighbors 4pm, 8.55pm Ybu've 
.Got M@1I 12.15pm. 2.45pm, 
*5.30pm. 8.15pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) & Leicester 

Square Little Voice 1.55pm, 
4.10pm, 6.30pm, 8.55pm This 
Year’s Love 1.15pm. 3.40pm, 
6.15pm. 8.50pm 

PB*SI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) O Pkcatfilly 
Circus Everest 4.45pm, 9.05pm 
L5 (IMAX) 2.40pm. 7pm T-Rex: 
Back to the Cretaceous (3-D) 
1.35pm, 3.40pm, 5.45pm. 8pm, 
10.05pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) O Pttaditty 
Grcus Babe: Pig hi the City 
12.40pm A Bug’s Life 1.35pm. 
4pm, 6.30pm, 9pm Saving 
Private Ryan 3pm, 7.30pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1.20pm, 

3.40pm. 6pm, 8.30pm The 
Truman Show 1pm, 3.15pm. 
6,15pm. 8.45pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) Q Russdl Square 
Affliction 1.35pm, 335pm, 

6.20pm, 8.45pm Rdnted Angels 
1.50pm, 4.10pm. 6.35pm, 8.55pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BEV-e- Britton 
A Bug's Life 1 ,50pm, 4pm, 
6.05pm. 8.10pm Elizabeth 

2.20pm. 4.40pm A Letter 

without Words/House of the 

World 7pm La 'Vita t Bella 
1.45pm, 4.15pm. 6.45pm. 

9.15pm Shakespeare In Love 
2pm. 4.25pm, 630pm. 9.25pm 
This Year's Love 2.1 5pm. 
4.35pm. 6.55pm. 9.10pm 

Wndhorse 9.15pm (+ Q & A). 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) +■ Baker Street 
Shakespeare in Love 3pm. 6pm. 
8.30pm Ybulre Got 
3.35pm, 6.10pm, 8.40pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) Q Angti 

Shakespeare in Love 3.35pm. 
6.20pm. 9pm 

SCREEN ON THE HIU. 
(0171-435 3366) O Bebfze Park 
La Vita 4 Bella 2.15pm, 4.30pm, 
6.50pm, 9.15pm 

Ua WHITELEYS 

(0990-888990) O Queensway 
A Bug’s Ufe 1.40pm, 4.40pm, 
7.10pm, 9.40pm Hideous Kinky 
2.10pm, 4.30pm, 7pm. 9.30pm La 
Vita £ Bella 12.10pm, 3pm. 
5.50pm. 8.40pm Madeline 

1.20pm The Opposite of Sex 
9.55pm The Prince of Egypt 
10.45am Shakespeare In Love 
12.50pm. 3.40pm, 635pm. 

930pm Stepmom 3.30pm, 
6.45pm This Year’s Love 1pm. 
3.50pm. 630pm, 9.10pm Urban 
Legend 2.30pm. 4,S0pm, 7.20pm, 
9.40pm You’ve Got M@U 
12.30pm. 3.20pm. 6.10pm. 9pm 


VIRGIN CHHSEA 

(0870-907 0710)' O Soane 

Square A Bug’s Life 12.25pm, 
2.35pm. 4.55pm. 7.1 Opm. 

9.30pm la Vita i Bella 1.15pm. 
3.45pm, 6.15pm,- 9pm This 

Year's Love 1.45pm. 4.15pm, ' 
7pm. 9.20pm foukre Got M@B 
12.30pm, 3.15pm, 6pml 8.45pm 

VDCGBi FULHAM ROAD 

10870-907 0711) O South' 

Kensington Hideous Kinky 
2.20pm. 4.40pm, 7pm. 9.20pm 
little Voice 130pm. 3.40pm. 
630pm. 8.30pm .The Opposite of 
Sex 2pm. 4,10pm, 6.35pm. 

830pm Shakespeare in Love 
1pm. 3.30pm, 6.10pm, 8.55pm 
Urban Legend 2.10pm. 430pm. 
7pm, 9.30pm fou’ve Got M@l 
1.15pm, 3.55pm, 6.30pm, 9.15pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) e Piccadilly 
arcus La Vita & Bella 12.50pm. 
3.20pm, 5 -50pm, 8.25pm Perdita 
Durango 12.25pm, 3.05pm. 

5.45pm. 8.30pm fou’ve Got 
M@il 12.40pm, 3.15pm, 5.55pm, 
8.45pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0670-907 0716) O Piccadilly 
arcus A Bug’s Life 12.50pm. 
3.10pm, 5.40pm. 8:10pm 

Bulworth 1pm, 3.30pm Enemy 
of the State *2noon. 230pm. 
5.40pm, 8.30pm Holy Man -1pm. 
3.40pm, •- • 6.20pm, : : ■■ 9pm 
Shakespeare in Love' 12noon, 
2.40pm, 5.3(^)m. 830pm Urban 
Legoid 12.50pm. 330pm, 

6.10pm. 8.40pm You've Got 
M@il 12.10pm. 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 
8.50pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) * Leicester 
Square A Bog’s Ufe 12.10pm, 
2.30pm. 430pm. 7pm Don’t Go 
Breaking my Heart 130pm. 
4.20pm, 635pm. 8.50pm Holy 
Man 1.10pm, 3.50pm, 630pm, 
9pm Jack Host 1 1 30am. 2.05pm 
The Opposite of Sex 12.50pm. 
3.30pm. 6.10pm, 8.40pm 

Practical Magic 130pm. 4.15pm. 
6.55pm Urban Legend 1135am. 
2.10pm, 4.30pm. 6.50pm, 

9.10pm Very Bad Things 1.40pm. 
4.10pm, 6.40pm, 9.05pm You've 
Got M@B 12 noon. 1pm. 2.50pm, 
3.40pm, 5.40pm. 630pm, 

8.30pm. 930pm. 9.35pm. 

CINEMA 

London Locals 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) O Park Royal 
A Bug’s Ufe 12,05pm. 1.10pm. 
2.30pm. 3.30pm. 4.45pm. 5.50pm. 
7.05pm. 8pm. 935pm Don’t Go 
Breaking my Heart 6.35pm Eliza- 
beth 7pm' Holy Man 1.55pm. 
4.35pm. 7.15pm. 9.45pm How 
Stella Got her Groove Back 
935pm Jade Frost 2.05pm, 430pm 
Madeline 12.40pm. 2.45pm. 
4.50pm Shakespeare In Love 
1.15pm. 4.05pm, 6.45pm. 9.35pm 
Stepmom 8.45pm Thb Year’s Love 
12.15pm, 2'.40pm. '4.55pm. 

635pm. 9.05pm Urban Legend 
2pm. 4.15pm, G35pm, 9.15pm 
You've Got M@U 1 2. 10pm. 
3.10pm. 5.50pm, 8.30pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705-050007) O High 
Bamet A Bug's Ufe 2.20pm, 
4.50pm, 7pm. 9pm The Land Girls 
1230pm. 3.15pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 
Shakesp ea re In Lave 1pm. 335pm. 
6.20pm, 8.40pm TWs Year's Love 
1.30pm. 3.45pm. 6.30pm, 9pm 
You’ve Got M@D 1.15pm, 3.45pm. 
6.15pm. 3.45pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870-902 0412) Bit Beck- 
enham Junction A Bug's Ufe 1 pm. 
3.45pm, 6.15pm Little Voice 
8.50pm Shakespeare in ixnre 2pm, 
5.40pm, 8.30pm Ybu’ve Got M@fl 
1.45pm, 5.45pm, 8.35pm 

BEXLBYHJEATH 

ONEWORLD (0181-303 1550) BR: 
Bodeyheath A Bug’s Ufe 1 .1 5pm. 
2.05pm, 3.30pm, 4,1 5pm. 5.40pm, 
630pm, 730pm. 9.50pm Sbabeth 
4pm. 9.35pm Enemy of the State 
9pm Holy Man 12.30pm. 3.05pm, 
9.50pm La vita i Bella 135pm. 
4.05pm, 6.45pm. 9.25pm Little 
Voice 5.30pm. 7.35pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm. 9.10pm Stepmom 

1 ,20pm, 6.45pm This Year's Love 
2.1 0pm, 4.30pm, 7.20pm, 9.40pm 
Urban Legend 12.45pm, 2.55pm. 
5.10pm. 7 J5pm, 9.45pm You’ve 
Got M®ll 1.30pm, 4,05pm. 
6.50pm, 9.20pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705*050007) BR: 
Bromley North A Bug’s Ufe 
2.10pm. 4.35pm. 6.50^n, 9pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12.25pm, 
3.05pm, 5.55pm. 8.40pm This 
Year’s Love 1 ,25pm 4pm. 6.25pm, 
8.50pm fou’ve Got M@H 12.20pm. 
3pm, 5.45pm, 8.30pm 


CAfFORD 

ABC (01 81 -698 3306) BR: Catford 
A Bug’s Ufe 6pm Shakespeare in 
Love 2.30pm, 8.20pm You've Got 
M@d 2.15pm, 5.15pm. 8.15pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: Y>test/Eait Croydon Hilary and 
Jadde 3.15pm. 5.50pm, 8.25pm 

SAFARI (01 81-688 3422) BR: West 
Croydon A Bug’s Ufe 5.40pm, 
8pm Little Voice 5.45pm. 8.10pm 
Stepmom 5.30pm, 6.15pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon A Bug's 
Ufe 2.30pm. 3.40pm. 4.50pm. 
6.10pm, 7.1 Opm, 8.30pm, 9.30pm 
Ellrabtth 6pm Holy Man 7.20pm. 
9.50pm Jack Frost 2.40pm. 5pm 
Madeline 3.50pm Shakespeare in 
Love 3.10pm. 5.50pm, 8.40pm 
Stepmom 8.50pm This Ytear's Love 
2pm, 4.30pm, 7pm, 9.40pm Urban 
Legend 1 ,50pm, 4.10pm, 6.30pm, 
9.05pm Ybu've Got M@n 1 .1 0pm, 

4 pm, 6.40pm. 9.20pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) G Dagenham Heathway 
A Bug's life 2pm. 2.40pm. 4.1 0pm. 
4.50pm, 6.20pm. 7pm, 8.30pm. 
9.10pm Elizabeth 7pm Holy Man 

I. 40pm, 4pm. 6.20pm, 8.40pm 
Jack Frost 2.40pm, 4.50pm Utde 
Voice 9.20pm Madeline 2pm. 4pm 
Shakespeare In Love 2pm, 4.30pm. 
7pm, 9.40pm Stepmom 6.10pm. 
3.50pm This Year’s Love 2.40pm. 
5.10pm. 7.30pm. 9.50pm Urban 
Legwid 3pm. 5.10pm. 7.20pm, 
9.30pm You’ve Got M@fl 1 .40pm, 
4.05pm, 6.30pm, 9pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBMDGE ROAD (0870- 
9070719) BR/O Eating Broadway 
A Bug’s Ufe 2pm, 4.30pm, 6.55pm 
Shakespeare In Love 2.30pm. 
5.20pm, 8.20pm This Year's Love 
9.20pm Ybu've Got M@il 2 -20pm. 
5.40pm. 8.50pm 

EDGMARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) O 
Edgware A Bug’s Ufe 2.1(^>m, 
4.15pm. 6.15pm Daag phone for 
times Holy Man 2.20pm, 5- 2 Opm, 
8.20pm Kachche Dhsage phone for 
dmes Kudi Much Hoca Hal phone for 
times Aa Ab Laut Chalen phone for 
times Zakhm phone for times 

EDMONTON 

LEE VAULEYlja 12 (0990-888990) 
O Tottenham Hale Blade HJIOpm 
A Bug’s UM 1.40pm. 2.15pm, 
3.05pm. 4pm. 4.45pm, 5.35pm. 
6.20pm. 7.15pm, 8.15pm. 9pm 
Don't Go Breaking my Heart 
5.50pm. 8.10pm. 10.30pm Ehemy 
of tin State 10.15pm Holy Man 
7.25pm. 10.05pm How Stella Got 
Her Groove Back 6.40pm, 9 -2 5pm 
Jack Frost 1.10pm. 3.40pm Kaduhe 
Dhaage 6pm La Vita £ Bella 
2.55pm. 5.45pm, 8.40pm Utde 
Voice 935pm MadeBne 2 -45pm, 5pm 
Shakespeare bi Lxwe 1.05pm. 
3.50pm. 6.50pm. 9.15pm Step- 
mom 3.30pm. 6.30pm. 9.55pm This 
Year’s Love 3.20pm. 6.10pm. 
8.50pm Urban L^end 2.35pm, 
520pm, 7.40pm. 955pm Ybu’ve Got 
M@B 1 20pm, 4.1 5pm. 7pm. 9.45pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
CORONET (0171-703 4968) Q 
Elephant & Castle The Add House 
3.45pm, 6.05pm, 8.25pm A Bug's 
Life 4pm. 6.30pm. 8.40pm hfideous 
Kinky 4225pm. 6.30pm. 8.35pm 

FEITHAM 

CTNEWORLD THE MOVIES (0181- 
867 0555] BR: Fdtham A Bug's Life 
11am. 1.10pm. 2.15pm. 32»tom. 
4.30pm, 5.30pm, 6.45pm, 9pm 
Daag 3.1 5pm. 7.40pm Holy Man 

II. 10am. 4.30pm. 7.05pm. 9.40pm 
Hum Aapke Dfl Mein Retire Ha in 
11.15am. 2.45pm. 6pm. 9.25pm 
Kachche Dhaage 1 lam, 2.40pm, 
6.05pm. 9.30pm Kaon 1.30pm. 

10.1 Opm Aa Ab Laut Chalen 
7 1.10am. 235pm. 6.15pm, 9.45pm 
La Vitae Bella 1.10pm, 3. 50pm. 
6.35pm, 9.10pm Utde Voice 
12.30pm, 2.45pm, 5pm. 7.10pm. 
9220pm Shakespeare in Love 1 pm. 
3,45pm, 6.45pm. 9220pm Shahhed- 
E-Mohabbatl2noorc 6.45pm Step- 
mom 11.15am, 2pm. 4.45pm, 
7.30pm THs Year’s Love 11 .30am. 
1.45pm. 4pm, 6.30pm. 8.55pm 
Urban Legend 12.05pm, 2.25pm, 
5pm. 7 ,20pm, 9.40pm You’ve Got 
M@fi 11.10am. 1.50pm. 4.25pm, 
7.10pm. 9.35pm Zaidim 11. 40pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) ■& East Rnchley /Finchley 
Central A Bug's Life 2.30pm, 
4.40pm. 5.20pm, 7,40pm. 10pm 
Elizabeth 6.25pm Holy Man 
6.20pm. 9pm Jack Frost 1 ,30pm. 
4pm La Vita * Bella 2pm, 7pm, 
9.45pm Madeline 1 .50pm, 4.05pm 
Shakespeare In Love 1.10pm, 
3.50pm, 650pm, 9.40pm Semmom 
9220pm This Year’s Lowe 1pm, 
3.30pm, 6.10pm. 9.30pm Urban 
Legend 1 .40pm. 4.10pm, 6.40pm, 

9.1 Opm Ybu’ve Got M@H 2.50pm, 
6.30pm, 9.20pm 


FINCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
3059) O Finchley Road A Bug’s Life 
1pm. 3.10pm, 5.55pm. 8.20pm 
Don't Go Breaking my Heart 
2.1 0pm. 7.30pm Holy Man 1 ,50pm. 
4.20pm, 6.50pm. 9.40pm The Op- 
posite of Sex 12.40pm, 3pm. 
5.20pm. 7.40pm, 10pm Shake- 
speare hi Love 12.50pm, 3.40pm. 
6.30pm. 9.20pm Stepmom 

4.30pm, 9.50pm This Year's Love 
1.10pm, 3.30pm, 6.05pm, 8.40pm 
Urban Legend 2.20pm. 4.40pm. 
7. T Opm. 9.30pm You’ve Got M@fl 
12.30pm. 3.20pm, 6.15pm. 9pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1724) e-Golders 
Green Ybu’ve Got M^il 2.45pm, 
5.30pm, 8.15pm 

GREENWICH 

ONEMA (0181-293 0101) BR: 
Greenwich A Bug’s Ufe 4.45pm. 
6.45pm Shakespeare in Love 
8.40pm This Year's Love 4.10pm. 
6.30pm, 8.50pm You’ve Got M@ff 
3.30pm, 6pm, 8.30pm. 1 1 pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-9020413) O Belsize 
Fferk A Bug’s Life 4pm. 6.20pm 
Shakespeare in Love 2.35pm. 
5.1 5pm. 8.1 5pm This Year’s Love 

I . 25pm, 8.30pm You've Got M@il 
2pm. 5.40pm, 8.20pm 

HAMMQISMVTH 

VIRGIN (0870-9070718) O Raven- 
sccxjrt Park/Hammersmith A Bug's 
Ufe 1 .30pm. 4pm, 6.20pm Shake- 
speare In Love 12.50pm. 3.30pm. 
6.10pm. 9.10pm This Year's Love 
9pm Urban Legend 1 pm. 3.40pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm You've Got M@il 
1pm. 3.40pm, 6.15pm, 8.50pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI ONEMA (01 81-426 0303) 
■& Harrow on the Hill/Harrow & 
Weald stone Doll Sajake FtaJchna 
8.45pm Hum Aapke DO Mein Re- 
hce Ha In 8.45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) ■©■ Harrow on the Hill A Bug’s 
Ufe 1 1 am, 12.30pm, 1 20pm, 3pm. 
3.45pm, 5.50pm. 6.20pm. 8.30pm. 
9.10pm Elizabeth 6.40pm Holy 
Man 12.40pm, 3.15pm Jack Frost 

II. 40am, 2pm, 4.20pm La Vita A 
Bella 6pm. 8.40pm Madeline 
1 1 ,50am, 2.7 Opm. 4.40pm Shake- 
speare In Love 10.55am. 1.35pm, 
4.15pm, 7pm, 9.50pm Stepmom 
t 7.l0pm, 9.40pm This Year's Love 
’l .30pm, 4.10pm, 6.50pm. 9.30pm 
Urban Legend 1.40pm, 4pm, 
6.10pm. 9pm Very Bad Things 
9.35pm YauVe Got M@il 12.20pm. 
3.25pm. 6.30pm. 9.20pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705-050007) O Hol- 
loway Road/Archway A Bug's Ufe 
12.05pm. 12.30pm. 1.05pm, 
2.10pm. 2.40pm. 3.25pm. 4.15pm, 
4.50pm, 5.45pm. 6.20pm. 6.50pm. 
8.05pm Holy Man 1.15pm. 3.45pm, 
6.15pm. 8.45pm How Stella Got 
her Groove Back 8.25pm Utde 
Voice 8.55pm Shakespeare In Love 
12.20pm, 3.05pm, 5.50pm, 8.35pm 
This Year's Love 1pm. 3.35pm. 
6.10pm, 8.50pm Urban Legend 
1.50pm. 4.10pm. 6.35pm, 9pm 
You've Got M@n 12.40pm. 
3.20pm, 6pm. 8.40pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705-050007) O Gants 
Hill A Bug's Life 2pm. 4.20pm, 
6.40pm, 8.50pm Utde Voice 4pm. 
8.45pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.50pm. 5.25pm. 8.10pm This 
Year's Love 2.55pm. 5.40pm, 
8.35pm You've Got M<§»1 2.40pm. 
5.30pm, 6.20pm 

KILBURN 

TRICYCLE ONEMA (0171-328 
1000) Q Kiibum Titanic Tbwn 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 

KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-9020409) BR 
Kingston A Bug's Ufe UOpm. 
3.40pm. 6.05pm Uttte Voice 8.30pm 
Shakespeare hi Love 5.25pm. 
8.10pm Ybu’ve Got M@fl 2.70pm. 
5.30pm, 8.10pm 

MUSWELL HILL 

ODEON (08705-050007) OHigh- 
gate A Bug's Ufe 2.40pm. 4.5(^n. 
7pm, 9.05pm This Year's Love 
2pm, 4.15pm. 6.30pm, 8.45pm 
fou’ve Got M@il 1pm, 3.30pm. 
6pm, 8.30pm 

PEOIHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) BR: 
Peckham Rye A Bug’s Ufe 4.40pm, 
7pm. 9.20pm Holy Man 1. 45pm. 
4.15pm, 6.45pm. 9.25pm How 
Stella Got her Groove Back 
620pm. 9.0Spm Madeline 4.30pm 
5hakespeareinLMe4pm, 6.30pm. 
9pm This Year's Love 4. 2 Opm. 
6.50pm. 9.1 5pm Ybu've Got M@i| 
3.55pm, 6.35fHn, 9.10pm 

PURJLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: Purley 
A Bug's Ufe 6pm Shakespeare in 
Love 8.20pm This Year’s Love 
5.25pm. 825pm Ybu’ve Got M@fl 
5pm. 8pm 
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PUTNEY 

ABC (0870-9020401) B Putney 
Bridge/BR: Putney A Bug’s Ufe 4pm 
Little Voice 1.15pm, 6.30pm, 
8.45pm Shakespeare In Love 
2.15pm, 5.30pm, 8.15pm You've 
Got M@U 2.1 5 pm. 5.1 5pm. 830pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON [08705-050007) BR/d 
Richmond A Bug’s Life 2.30pm. 
4.50pm. 7.10pm. 9.30pm Shake- 
speare bi Love 12.30pm, 3,20pm. 
6.30pm. 9.10pm Ybu've Got WVgW 
1pm. 3.50pm, 6.30pm. 9j20pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705-050007) 
BR/-& Richmond Don’t Go Break- 
ing my Heart 1 ,30pm. 7pm Hilary 
and Jackie 3.40pm, 9pm Holy Man 
3.20pm. 9.20pm Little Voke 7pm. 
9.30pm Scepmom 12.50pm. 6pm 
This Year's Love 4. 10pm, 6.40pm, 
9.20pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford 
A Bug’s Ufe 2.10pm, 4.15pm. 
6.20pm Jack Frost 6pm Stepmom 
8.25pm This Year's Love 2.1 5pm. 
8 35pm You’ve Got M@il 2.25pm. 
5.30pm, B.lOpm 

ODEON UBERTY 2 (08705- 
050007) BR: Romford A Bug’s Ufe 
12.15pm. 2pm, 2.30pm, 4.20pm. 
4.45pm. 6.30pm. 7pm. 8.40pm 
Holy Man 12.45pm. 3.30pm. 6pm 
The Land Girts 1 2.45pm, 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.40pm Uttle Voice 9pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.20pm, 
3.10pm, 5.45pm. 8.20pm Stepmom 
12.20pm. 3pm. 5.40pm. 8.20pm 
This Year’s Love 1 .30pm. 4. T 5pm. 
6.30pm. 8. 50pm Urban Legend 
12.10pm. 2.20pm. 4.30pm. 

6.40pm. 9pm You've Got M@ll 
12.30pm. 3.15pm. 5.45pm. 8.30pm 

SIDCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR.- Sidcup 
A Bug's UFe 6pm Shakespeare in 
Love 8.20pm You've Got M@il 
5.15pm, 8.15pm 

STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-9070717) BR Crick- 
levvood A Bug's Ufe 1 pm. 2.1 5pm. 
3.30pm. 4.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 
Holy Man 6.45pm, 9.20pm Shake- 
speare In Love 12.30pm. 3.10pm. 
5.50pm. 8.50pm This Year's Love 
1 .30pm. 4pm, 6.30pm. 9pm Urban 
Legend 2pm. 4.20pm, 6.45pm. 
9.15pm Ybu've Got 1pm, 

3 45pm. 6.20pm. 9pm 

STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
Streatham Hill Hideous Kinky 
2.10pm, 4.30pm, 6.50pm. 9pm 
Shakespeare In Love 2.25pm, 

5 35pm, 8 25pm Stepmom 2.20pm. 
5.25pm. 8.15pm 

ODEON (0870S-050007) BR: 
StxeaUum Hill A Bug's Ufe 2.30pm, 
4.50pm. 7pm. 9pm Holy Man 
12.30pm. 3. 10pm 6.1 0pm. 8.40pm 
How Stella Got Her Groove Back 
12.20pm. 3pm. 5.4Spm. 8.25pm 
This Year's Love 1.30pm 3.50pm. 

6 20pm, 8.40pm You've Got M@(1 
12.40pm. 3.15pm. 5.50pm, B.30pm 

STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE HOUSE 
(0181-555 3366) BR/O- Stratford 
East A Bug's Ufe 2pm. 4.15pm. 
6.45pm. 9 10pm La Vita A Bella 
1 ,25pm. 3.55pm, 6.20pm. 8.50pm 
This Year's Love 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm, 9pm You've Got M@il 
1.15pm, 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 

SURREY QUAYS 

UCI (0990-888990) B Surrey 
Quays Antx 1 2.50pm A Bug's Ufe 
1pm. 2pm. 3.20pm, 4.30pm. 6pm. 
7.10pm. 8.30pm, 11pm Holy Man 
3.30pm. 6.10pm. 8.50pm. 1 1 .30pm 
How Stella Got her Groove Back 
9 55pm Jack Frost 2.50pm, 5.10pm 
Little Voice 7.30pm Madeline 
1 .40pm. 4.20pm The Opposite of 
Sex 10. 1 0pm The Prince of Egypt 

I. 10pm Shakespeare In Love 
12.40pm. 3.40pm, 6.20pm. 9pm. 

I I , 30pm Stepmom 6.35pm, 
9.30pm This Yfcar’s Love 3.50pm. 
6.30pm, 9.10pm. 1 1 .50pm Urban 
Legend 2.40pm. 5pm. 7.20pm. 
9.45pm You've Got M@II 1 .30pm. 
4.10pm, 6.50pm, 9.30pm, 1 1,55pm 

SUTTON 

UCI 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sut- 
lon/'O Ntorden A Bug's Ufe 1pm, 
2pm. 3.30pm. 4.30pm, 6pm. 7pm. 
S.30pm Enemy of the State 9pm 
Uttle Voice 9.30pm Madeline 
12.45pm, 3. 15pm Shakespeare in 
Love 1.15pm. 3.55pm. 6.35pm. 
9.20pm Stepmom 6.25pm This 
Year's Love 4.45pm, 7.15pm. 

9 55pm You've Got M®!! 1 30pm. 
4.10pm. 6 50pm. 9.40pm 

TURNPIKE LANE 

CORONET (0181-888 2519) B 
Turnpike Lane A Bug's Ufe 4pm, 

6 30pm. H.40pm This Year’s Love 
4.05pm. 6 20pm. 8 35pm You've 
Got M®il 3 30pm, 6pm. 8.25pm 

UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (03705-050007J GUxlxidge 
A Bug's Ufe 1 30pm. 4 15pm, 
B.rOpn Shakespeare In Love 8 25pm 
Ybu've Got M(5>H I 05pm. 3 30pm. 
frpm. H 30pm 

WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-^0204241 0 Wall h.im- 
slt-w Cenir.il A Bug's Ufe 1 40pm. 

3 50pm, 6pm Scepmom B.lOpm 
This Year's Love 1 .25pm. 3 40pm. 
6pm. 8.25pm You’ve Got M13KI 
l 55pm. 5 05pm. B.lOpm 

WALTON ON THAMES 

THE SCREEN AT WALTON [01932- 
2523251 BR- Walton on Thames 
A Bug's Ufe 4.20pm Hilary and 
Jackie 3 30pm. 8.25pm Shake- 
speare hi Love 6pm Ybu've Got 
Meal'll 2pm. 6.15pm. S 40pm 

WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) BR: 
Lltham A Bug’s Ufe 4pm. 6.30pm. 
8.40pm Stepmom 3.25pm. 
5.50pm. 8.25pm 

W1LLESDEN 

BELLE -VUE (0181-830 0822) B 
IVillcsdcn Green Aa Ab Laut Chalen 
1pm A Bug's Ufe 4.45pm Holy Man 
6.30pm. 9pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (0S705 050007) BRB 
Wimbledon O South Wimbledon 
A Bug's Ufe 12.15pm, 2.25pm, 

4 35pm. 6 45pm. 8.55pm Little 
Voice 4.15pm. 3.50pm Shake- 
spearefn Love 12.1 0pm. 2.55pm. 

5 35pm, 8 20pm Stepmom 

1 45pm. 6.25pm This Year’s Love 
7.20pm, 3.40pm, 6.10pm, 8.40pm 
You've Got M@il 12 25pm, 
3.7Cpm, 5.50pm, 8.30pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 34631 B South 
Woodford A Bug's Ufe 1.20pm, 
3.40pm. 6pm Shakespeare In Love 
2.45pm, 5 30pm, 8. 10pm Stepmom 
8.20pm You've Got M@il 2.30pm. 
5.20pm. S 1 5pm 

WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Woolwich Arsenal A Bug's Ufe 
4pm, 6.30pm, 8 40pm Ybu've Got 
M@il 3 30pm. 6pm. 8.25pm 

WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 66641 B 
Turnpike Lane Daag 8.45pm Kuch 
Kuch Hota Hai 2pm Aa Ab Laut 
Chalen 5.30pm 


Cinema 

Repertory 


ONE LUMIERE Queensberry Place. 
SW7 (0171-838 2144/2146) 
Jacquot de Nances (PG) 6.30pm La 
Bale des Anges {15) 9pm 

1CA The Mall. SW1 (0171-930 
3647) Des Nouvellesdu Bon Dieu 
(18) 6.30pm, 9.15pm Khomneh 
(NC) 7pm Blcyderan (U) 9pm 

NFT South Bank. SE1 (0171-928 
3232} La Vie Revie des Anges (18) 
2.30pm. 8.45pm Les Mlserables 
(12) 6.10pm Brothers in Law: 
Strictly T-T (NC) 6.15pm Early 
Memories of Buster. Museum 
Spedal Event (NC) 7.30pm Lucky 
Jim: Strictly T-T (NC) 8.30pm 

PHOENIX High Road, N2 (0181-444 
6789) Shakespeare In Love (15) 
3pm. 6pm. 8.45pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
WC3 (0171-437 8181) Rdshig Ari- 
zona (15) 1 pm The Big lebowski 
(18) 3.45pm Sliding Doors (15) 
6.30pm Snake Eyes (15) 9pm 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Crisp Read, W6 
(0171 -420 0100) Trainspotting (18) 
6.45pm + The Add House 8.40pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street. Brentford. Middlesex (0181- 
568 1176) Hideous Kinky (15) 
1.30pm. 9.15pm La Vita 4 Bella 
(PG) 4.45pm. 9pm 

BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK’S (01273-602503) 
Oedipus Rex (1 8) 1 . 30pm La Vita 
£ Bella (PG) 4pm. 6.45pm' Pecker 
(18) 6.30pm 

BRISTOL 

WATB1SHED (01 1 7-925 3845) La 
Vita & Bella (PG) 3pm. 6pm. 
8.30pm Your Friends and Neigh- 
bors (1 8) 6. 1 0pm The Apple (Sib) 
(PG) 8.20pm 

CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) Hi- 
lary and Jackie (15) 12 noon La Vi- 
ta e Bella (PG) 2.1 5pm, 4.45pm. 
7.1 5pm Your Friends and Neigh- 
bors (18) 9.30pm 

CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) Hilary and jadde (15) 
2.30pm. 8pm On Connait la Chan- 
son (PG) 7.30pm 

CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
7B6650) Hilary and Jackie (15) 

1 .30pm La Vita i Bella (PG) 4.1 5pm 

IPSWICH 

FILM THEATRE (01473-215544) 

11 (PI) (15) 6. 1 5pm Chariots of Fire 
(U) 7.30pm Ybur Friends and 
Neighbors (18) 8.30pm 

NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) Hi- 
lary and Jackie (15) 5.45pm. 
8.15pm 

PLYMOUTH 

ARTS CENTRE (01752-2061 14) La 
Vie Revie des Anges (18) 6pm. 
8.30pm Out of Sight (1 S) 8pm 


Cinema 

COUNTRYWIDE 


BRIGHTON 

ABC EAST STREET (01273- 
327010); A Bug’s Ufe (U); Jack 
Frost (PG): Shakespeare in Love 
( 1 5): This Year’s Love (18); Ybu've 
Got M@il (PG) 

ODEON (0870-207977); A Bug's 
Ufe (U); Don't Go Breaking my 
Heart (PG); The Land Girls (12J; Lit- 
tle Voice (15): Madeline (U); The 
Opposite of Sex (18); Shake- 
speare in Love (15): This Year's 
Love (1 8); Ybu've Got M@l? (PG) 

VIRGIN (0541-555145): A Bug's 
Ufe (U): Enemy of the State (15): 
Harriet the Spy (PG); Holy Man 
(PG); Jack Frost (PG); Uttle Voke 
(15); Madeline (U): Shakespeare m 
Love (15); Scepmom (12); This 
Year's Love (18); Urban Legend 
(18); You've Got M@il (PG) 

CAMBRIDGE 

WARNER VILLAGE (01223- 
460442): A Bug's Ufe (U): Don't 
Go Breaking my Heart (PG): Eliz- 
abeth (15): Holy Man (PG): Jack 
Frost (PG): La Vita i Bella (PG): 
Uttle Voke ( 1 5); Madeline (U); The 
Prince of Egypt (U); Shakespeare 
bi Love (15); Stepmom (12); This 
Year's Love (18): Urban Legend 
(1 8): Very Bad Things ( 1 8) : Ybu’ve 
Got M@>fl (PG) 

NORWICH 

ABC (0541-560567); Ann (PG): 
Babe: Pig in the City (U); A Bug's 
Ufe (lit; Hideous Kinky (15); Jack 
Frost (PG); Uttle Voke (IS); Prac- 
tical Magic (12): The Prince of 
Egypt lU): Shakespeare in Love 
(15); You've Got M@ll (PG) 

ODEON (08705-050007): Babe: 
Pig In the City (U): A Bug's Ufe 
(U>; Madeline (U): Small Soldiers 
(PG): This Year’s Love (1 8); You've 
Got M@i! (PG) 

PORTSMOUTH 

ABC (01 705-82 353S); Elizabeth 
(15); Enemy of the State |I5): Jack 
Frost (PG); Shakespeare in Love 
(15); Very Bad Things (18) 

ODEON (08705-050007); A Bug’s 
Ufe (U); Don't Go Breaking my 
Heart (PG): Dr Dollttle (PG): 
Madeline (U): Mu Ian (U); Small 
Soldiers (PG); Stepmom (12); 

This Year’s Love ( 1 8): Ybu've Got 

M€>n (PG) 

UCI 6 (0870-603 4567): Antz (PG); 
A Bug's Ltfe (U); Enemy of the State 
( 1 5): The Land Girls 1 1 2): Utde Vbiee 
(15): Madeline (U); Hie Prince of 
Egypt (U); Shakespeare fai Love ( 15); 
Stepmom (12); This Year's Love 
(18); Ybu've Got M@D (PG) 

SOUTHAMPTON 
ODEON LEISURE WORLD (01 703- 
2221 1 1): Ann (PG); Blade (IS): A 
Bug’s Ufe (U): Don't Go Breaking 
my Heart (PG): Dr DoUtde (PG); En- 
emy of the State (15): George of 
the Jungle (U); Godzilla (PG); Holy 
Man (PG); Jack Frost (PG): Ufe is 
Beautiful (La Vita 4 Bella} (PG); Ut- 
tle Voke (15); Lock. Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels (IS); Madeline 
(U); Mouse Hum (PG); Mu I an (U): 
The Parent Trap (PG): Practical 
Magic (12); The Prince of Egypt 
(U) : Shakespeare In Love ( 1 5): The 
Siege (15): Smalt Soldiers (PG); 
Sear Trek: Insurrection (PG): Step- 
mom (12): There's Something 
About Mary ( 1 5); This Year's Love 
(1 8): Urban Legend (1 8); Very Bad 
Things (18): Ybu've Got M@fl (PG) 

VIRGIN (0541-555132); A Bug’s 
Ufe (U); Jack Frost (PG): Madeline 
(U): Shakespeare in Love ( 1 5): TWs 
Year's Love (18): Urban Legend 
(18); TfouVe Got M@il (PG) 


Theatre 

West End 

Ticket availability details an? for to- 
day: times and prices for the week; 
running times include intervals. # 
— Seats at ail prices I — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — ft): Sun. [3]: Tue. (4J: 
Wed. [5J: Thur. [6|: Fri. |7): Sat 

ft ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn’s new comedy about 
a dinner party which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars Fe- 
licity K«wfai and Jane Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(0171-494 5065} B Picc Ore. Mon- 
Sac 7.45pm. PIPI 3pm. ends 6 Mar. 
E19.50-E27.50. El 2.50-El 7.50 (re- 
stricted views). 130 mins. 

• AMADEUS David Suchet stars 
as Salieri in Peter Shaffer's ac- 
claimed drama based on the life of 
Mozart Old Vk The CulSEI (0171- 
928 761 6/cc 420 0000) BR7G- Wa- 
terloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, |4J[7J 
2.30pm. E7.50-E30. 180 mins. 

• ART Tom Mannion, Danny Webb, 
Gary Olsen in Dasmina Beza’s com- 
edy about three friends whose rela- 
tionship is disrupted when one of 
them bqys a work of art. Wyndham’s 
Charing Cross Road. WO (01 71-369 
1 736/cc 867 1 M 1) eLekSq. Tue- 
Sat 8pm. (4) 3pm. (7)[11 5pm, 
£9. 50- £27. 50. 90 mins. 

ft BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish aunfly m urica l baaed on Disney's 
cartoon version of the favourite faiiy 
tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road. W1 (0171-656 1888) eTott 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sac 7.30pm. (41(7) 
2.30pm. £18.50- £35. 150 mins. 

• BLOOD BROTHERS Willy Rus- 
sell's long-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama about twins who are 
separated at birth. Phoenix Charing 
Crass Road. WC2 (01 7 1 -369 1 733) 
B Lek Sq/Tbcc Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. [5] 3pm. (7) 4pm. £1 1.50- 
£32.50. 165 mins. 

I BUDDY Musical blog -show trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy Holly. 
Strand Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800) O- Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm. Fri 5.30pm & 
8.30pm. Sat 5pm & 8.30pm. macs 
[1] 4pm. £10- £30. half price Friday 
matinees. 1 60 mins. 

I CATS Liqyd Webber’s musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot’s poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street, WC2 (0171 -405 
0072/cc 01 71 -404 4079] B Covent 
Garden/Holbom. Mon-Sac 7.45pm. 
[3JJ7J 3pm. £1030-£35. 165 mins. 

ft CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Nicola Davies star in this hit Broad- 
way musical about two murderous 
women and their nightclub act Add- 
phl Malden Lane. WC2 (0171-344 
0055) B Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 

[4) [7] 3pm. £16- £36 (Jnd booking 
fee). 130 mins. 

• THE COLOUR OF JUSTICE 

Dr amafem tinn at the t warflinft -grah. 

bing Stephen Lawrence case. Vic- 
toria -ffelace Victoria Street. SW1 
(0171-834 1317) SR/-& Victoria. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (5) 2pm. [7] 
4pm. ends 1 3 Mar. E5-E1 5.50. 

• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) Reduced Shakespeare 
Company fast-forward through 37 
plays. Criterion Piccatfilly arcus, Wl 
(0171 -369 1 747) e Picc Ore. Wed- 

ft COPENHAGEN New drama 
from Michael Frayn concentrating 
on the events surrounding the dis- 
covery of the atom. Duchess 
Catherine Street. WC2 (01 71-494 
5075/cc 344 4444) B Covent 
Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5] [7] 
2.30pm. £10-£30. 145 mins. 

• DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 
Mark little stars in this witty and 
wise comedy about the sexes. Apol- 
lo Shaftesbury Avenue, Wl (0171- 
494 5070) B Picc Circ. Mon-Thur 
8pm, Fri-Sat 6pm & 8.45pm. £10- 
£25. cones available. 

• DR DOUTTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the a nim als in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queen Caroline Street, W6 
(0171-416 6022) O Hammersmith. 
Tue- Sue 7.30pm. [4][7| 2.30pm, 
£12. 50- £32. 50. 150 mins. 

• GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit him, starring Darren Day. 
Cambridge Earl ham Street. WC2 
10171-494 5080) OCovenr Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4([7J 3pm. E10- 
£32 50 150 mins. 

• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Simon 
Ward and Susannah York in Peter 
Hall's acclaimed production of 
Wilde's comedy. Lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue. Wl (0171-494 5045) B 
Picc Circ. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (4) 
3pm. (7| 4pm. E7.50-E29.50. 

1 65 mins. 

I AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daldry's widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley's thriller. Garrick 
Owing Cross Rood. WC2 (0171-494 
5085) B Lek Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. 
Sat 6.15pm. (4) 2.30pm. |7| 5pm. 
E12-E29.50. 110 mins. 

» LIFT OFF Issues of race are ex- 
plored in Roy Williams's new piece 
about two school leavers. Royal 
Court Upstairs (at The Ambas- 
sadors) West Street. WC2 (0171- 
565 5000) O Lac Sq. Mon-Sat 9pm. 
ends 13 Mar. £10. cones £5. 

ft UTTLE MALCOLM AND HIS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS Gunn McGregor stare as 
the revolutionary activist in David 
HaUhrefl’s drama. Comedy Panton 
Street. SW1 (0171-369 1731} ^ 
Pkx GrcLeic Sq. Mon -Sat 8pm, 

[5) |7| 3pm. ends 13 Mar. £7- 
£27.50. 

> MACBETH Rufus Sewell and Sal- 
ty Dealer star in Shakespeare's mas- 
terly portrroiJ of Unraried ambition. 
Queen’s Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl 
(0171-494 5040.ee 344 4444) B 
Picc Circ. Mon-Sac 7.30pm. J7j 
2.30pm. ends 5 June, £10.50- 
£28 50. 

• THE MEMORY OF WATER AI- 
ison Steadman and Julia Sawalha 
star in this touching comedy about 
three sisters returning home for 
(heir mother's funeral. Vaudeville 
Strand. WC2 (01 71-836 9987) 
BR/«9 Charing X. Mon-Sac 8pm. 
{5)17) 3pm. £8- £27. 50. 

• LES M1SERABLES Long-runing 
musical dramatisation o? Victor 
Hugo's masterpiece, set during the 
French Revolution. Palace Shaftes- 
bury Avenue. Wl (0171-434 0909) 
©■Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5j[7J 
2.30pm. £7-£35. 195 mins. 

•MISS SAIGON Musical which up- 
dates sets the Mariam Butterfly 
tragedy to the war in Vietnam. The- 
atre Royal. Drury Lane Catherine 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5060) B 
Covent Garden. Mon-5at 7.45pm. 
|4J[7J 3pm. £8.S0-£3S. 165 mins. 


ft THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie’s long-running whodunnit 
St Martin's West Street. WC2 
(0171-836 1443) -& Lek Sq. Mon- 
Sat 8pm, pi 2.45pm, [7] 5pm, £10- 
£24.50. 135 mins. 

• OKLAHOMA! Manreen Iipman 
stare in the National's acclaimed pro- 
duction of Bodgets and Hammer- 
stein’s cowboy versus farmhand 
muscaL Lyceum Wellington Street. 
WC2 (0870-606 3446/GC 606 6446) 
•Charing MEm&ankment. Mon-Sat 
730pm, |4|I7) 2.30pm. ends 26 Jun. 
£10-635. 

◦ THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Gothic musical Her Majesty's Hay- 
market, SW1 (0171-494 5400/cc 
344 4444} B Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm, (4JJ7J 3pm, E10-E35. 150 
mins. 

ft RENT Musical inspired by La Bo- 
heme and set in modern day New 
Ybrk. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue, WC2 (07000-211221) G-HoL 
bom/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4] (7) 3pm. £12.50-£32.50. 160 
mins. 

• RICHARD D Robert Lindsay stare 
as the historical v illain savoy 
Strand, WC2 (0171-836 8888/cc 
836 0479) • Charing X/Embank- 
ment. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [7] 2.30pm. 
£ 10- £2 7.50. AS 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 

• IYTTELTON: The Forest Alan Ay- 
ckbourn’s new verskm of Ostrovsky’s 
black social satire stars Frances de 
la Tour: In rep. tonight 7.30pm. 

• COTTESLOE: The Riot Nick 
Darke's drama from Kneehigb The- 
atre. In rep. tonight 7.30pm. Lyt- 
telton: £8-£27. CocresSoe £1 2-E1 8. 
NT2000: £4. cones £3. Day seats 
from 10am. South Bank. SE1 (0171- 
452 3000). O/BR Waterloo 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE CDHBWfY 
ft THE BARBICAN: The Tempest 
Adrian Ndble directs Shakespeare's 
romance dr ama, in rep, tonight 
7.15pm. 165 mins. 

• THE PIT: Shadows: (tides to die 
Sea & The Shadow or the Glen 6 
Purgatory Thpte-bfll of drama by WB 
Yeats and JM Synge, in rep. tonight 
7.1Spm. ends 27 Mar. Barbican The- 
atre: £5-£26. The Pin £1 1-E18.50. 
Barbican Centre. EC2 (0171-638 
8891). ■e/BR Barbican/Moorgate. 

• YOUNG VIC Tblk of the City 
Stephen PbliakofFs drama explores 
media control in tbe eaity days of TV 
and radio. In rep. tonight 7.15pm. RSC 
at the Young Vk: E14-E20. The Cut. 
SE1 (0171-928 6363). -G/BR; Wa- 
terloo. 

ft SATURDAY NIGHT FEVB* Hit 

1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs by tbe Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London Palladium Ar- 
gyll Street. Wl (01 71-494 5020) «- 
Oxford Ore. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4)f7] 
2.30pm. £10-£32.50. 135 mins. 

ft SHOCKHEADED PETBtBriOiaiit 
junk opera, featuring the TTger Lil- 
lies, lyric Hammersnlth Kbig Speet. 
W6 (0181-74! 2311)0 Hammer- 
smith. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [7] 2.30pm. 
ends 10 Apr. £5-£18. 

• SLAVAS SNOWSHOW Slava 
Folonnine returns to London with 
his mesmeric show that takes all 
ages back to the realms of childish 
delight Piccadilly Denman 5treet. 
Wl (0171-369 1 734 ) « Picc Circ. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (5)17) 2.30pm. 
£10-627.50. 

• STARUGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s hi-tech raUer-musi- 
caL Apollo Victoria Wilton Road, 
SW1 (0171-416 6070) BR/G- Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, (3)17) 3pm. 
£12.50-£30. 150 mins. 

O AMBBCAN IMPORTS: THREE 
DAYS OF RAIN Drama about the 
strange legacy left to two driklren by 
their fa t he r Donmar Warehouse 
Eariham Street, WC2 (0171-369 
1732) O Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 
8pm. ends 1 3 Mar. £8-£1 5. mats £8. 

ft TOAST Richard Wilson directs 
Richard Bean’s new drama set in a 
Hull bakery Royal Court Upstairs 
(at The Ambassadors) West Street. 
WC2 (0171-565 5000) e LeiC Sq. 
Mon-Sat 7pm. [7] 4pm. ends 6 Mar. 
E10. cones £5. 

• VASSA Howard Davies directs a 
new stage version of Maxim Gorky's 
tale of a matri arch and her down- 
trodden family. Albery St Martin's 
Lane. WC2 (0171 -369 1 730) « Le- 
K Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (51(7) 3pm. 
ends 27 Mar. E5-E29.50. 

• THE WEIR Conor McPherson’s 
drama is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke Of 
York's) St Martin's Lane. WC2 
(0171-565 5000) O Lek Sq/Char- 
Ing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4J[7J 
3.30pm. £5- £25. 90 mins. 

• WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
’production of Bernstein's classic 
musical, attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prince of WSles Coventry Street, Wl 
(0171-839 5987) O Leic Sq/Pkc 
Circ. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, i5J(7] 3pm. 
E18.50-E35. 160 mins. 

O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber’s new musical based 
on tbe film of tbe same name. Ald- 
wych Aldwych. WC2 (0171-416 
6000/ce 836 2428) -& Hoi bom. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [5]{7| 3pm. EIO- 
£32.50. 120 mins. 

• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Su- 
san HOI’S chilling ghost story. For- 
tune Russell Street. WC2 
(0171-836 2238/CC 344 4444) «■ 
Covert Garden/Holbom. Mon-Sat 
8pm. (3) 3pm. [7) 4pm. £8.50- 
E23.50. 1 10 mins. 
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Theatre 

Beyond The west end 

KING’S HEAD, ISLINGTON Jack- 
son Wand Dark comedy about retired 
Surgeons. Tue- Sun 1pm. ends 7 Mar. 
£5. cones £4. 

The Vhghia Monologues Eve Ensler 
performs her own a claimed off- 
BroadwayhiL Tue-Sat 8pm. mars Sat 
4? Sun 3.30pm, aids 6 Mac £1 2-E13. 
Upper Street N1 (0171-2261916) 
O Angel/Higtibury & Islington. 

RICHMOND THEATRE The Pris- 
oner of Second Avenue Richard 
Dreyfuss and Marsha Mason star in 
Neil Simon’s comedy about 3 mid-life 

crisis. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. mat Wed 
2.30pm. ends 6 Mar, phone for 
prices. The Green. Richmond, Sur- 
rey (01 8 1 -940 0088) «• Richmond. 

TRKM1E THEATRE paddy irish- 
man, Paddy Englishman and Pad- 
dy..? Premiere of Declan Croghatfs 
new piece looking at the male erf the 
species. Mon-Fri 8pm, Sat 4.15pm 
& 8.1 5pm. ends 20 Mar. £8-£i 3.50. 
cones available. Kilbum High Road. 
NW6 (0171-328 1000) * Kilbum. 


First Call, lastCall 


First Call 

AFTER A SUCCESSFUL run in Stratford, Antony Sber 
(right) transfers to tbe Barbican in Gregory Doran's 
criticalty-acclaimed version of The Winter’s Tale. 
Sber convincingly captures the spirit of Shakespeare’s 
deranged King Leontes, as he first cavorts about in a 
whirlwind of jealous tyranny before trying to atone For 
his misdemeanours. Ian Hughes provides light relief 
as Antoiyeus while Emfly Bruni and Alexandra Gilbraith 
portray the king's daughter and wife with style. 
Barbican. London ECS (0271-638 8892) until 6 May 

LastCall 

HAVING RECENTLY won a prestigious Laurence Olivier 
award, Terry Johnson’s production of Cleo, Camping, 
EmmanueDe and Dick is eqjqying the last weeks of 
its toun Endorsed by Carry On star Babara Windsor; 
Christopher Fairbank, Samantha Spiro, Adam Gadley 
and others have gone from strength to strength, giving 
a grittfly illuminating portrait of life behind the scenes 
of the Carry On films. Sometimes bawdy sometimes 
brash, often ludicrous, this work still manages to be 
moving. If you haven't seen it yet, do. 

Newcastle Theatre Royal (0191-232 0997 ) to 6 Mar, 
Bath Theatre Royal (01225 448844) 8-13 Mar 
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Theatre I Exhibitions Classical 


Countrywide 


BRIGHTON 

THEATRE ROYAL Loot Michael El- 

phWfunHrriitia H win ^ rillJlwOp- 

ton’s black comedy Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
mac Thur 2.30pm. ends 6 Mar. 
£7 . 50-£ 1 5 . 50, cones available Bond 
Street (01273-328488) 

GARDNER ARTS CENTRE 
Hushabye Moimtaki Jonathan Har- 
vey’s new play with tbe twin setting 
of Heaven and Earth. Wed-Sat 
7.45pm. ends 6 Mar. £7^5-£8.95. 
cones available University of Sussex. 
Laves Road (01273-685861) 

CHELMSFORD 

CIVIC THEATRE Lanza - The Last 
Serenade A musical tribute to leg- 
endary ringer Mario Lanza. Mon- 
Thur 7.30pm, Fri 8pm. Sat 5pm & 
8pm. ends 6 Mar. E9.50-E12, cones 
available Fair field Road (01245- 
606505) 

CHELTENHAM 

EVERYMAN THEATRE Twelfth 
Night Northern Broadsides's ac- 
cesahte production, directed by Bar- 
rieRuttec Mon-Fri 7.45pm, Sat 8pm, ] 
mats Tue & Thur 2pm, ends 6 Mar. 
E5-E1S Regent Street (01242- 
572573) 

FALMOUTH 

FALMOUTH ARTS CENTRE Four 
Hundred Jokes with the Devil 
ftagHnme<fy about one man’s failed 
attempt to mate an epic Bhn about 
Mexico. Tonight 8pm. £6. cones 
£4.50 Church Street (01326- 
212300) 

HERCTORD 

THE COURTYARD On the Razzte 
Tbm Stoppard's farce set in 1850s ^ Vi- 
enna Tonight 7.30pm. E8.50. cones 
£7 Edgar Street (01432-359252) 

HORNCHURCH 

QUEEN'S THEATRE Our Day Out 
Willy Russell's nostalgic comedy. 
Mon-Sat 8pm, ends 1 3 Mar. £8. 50- 
El 2.50. cones £5.50-£1 0.50 Billet 
Lane (01708-443333) 

NEWBURY 

WATERMILL THEATRE More Talk- 
ing Heads Janet Brown, Patricia 
England and Sophie Lawrence bring 
Alan Bennett's superb monologues 
to life. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. mats Thur 
& Sat 2.30pm, ends 13 Mar. 66- 
El 6.50 Bagnor (01635-46044) 

NORTHAMPTON 
ROYAL THEATRE Dombey and 
Son Michael Napier Brown's adap- 
tation of Dickens' novel about a 
man's obsession with his new son and 
fris rejection of his daug hter . Mon-Sac 
7.30pm. mats Thur 2.30pm, Sat 
5pm. ends 6 Mar. E4-E1 4.50 Guild- 
hall Road (01604-632 533) 

NORWICH 

MADDERMARKET THEATRE Sa- 
lonika An octogenarian Wbrid War 
One war widow visits the beach at Sa- 
lonika where her husband perished. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, ends 6 Mar. £4- 
£6.50 St Johns Alley (01603- 
620917) 

PUTMOUTH 

DRUM THEATRE, THEATRE ROY- 
AL The Impostor Pete Lawson's wit- 
ty adaptation of Molfere’s comedy 
Tartidje. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. ends 
6 Mar. E6-£9, cones available Roy- 
al Parade South (01752-267222) 

POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CENTRE China Song 
Mnsteal fantasy based an Hans Chris- 
tian Andersen's The Nightingale. 
Tonight 1.30pm. ends 6 Mar. £5- 
£7.50. cones available Kingland 
Road (01202-685222) 

READING 

THE MILL AT SONNING Laura 
Stage adaptation oF the 1940s film 
UmBec Mon-Sat 8.15pm (dinner 
6.15pm). mats Sac 2.15pm (lunch 
12.30pm). ends 27 Mar. £21.95- 
£32.95 ted meal Sonning Eye (01 1 8- 
969 8000) 

SALISBURY 

SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE The 
Birthday Party Husband and wife 
team Timothy West and Prunella 
Scales in Pinter's modem classic. 
Mon-Wed 7.30pm, Thur-Sat 8pm. 
macs Thur 6 Sat 2.30pm, ends 6 Mar. 
£8-£15 Malchouse Lane (01722- 
320333) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
THE OTHER PLACE The Dispute 
Marivaux's quasi-scientific drama 
directed by Neil Bartlett. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. phone for mats, ends 20 
Mar. £10-£1 9. cons available South- 
ern Lane (01 789-295623) 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Winter’s Tkle Seasonal tale of 
obsessive jealousy directed Jay Gre- 
gory Doran. Tonight 7.30pm. ends 
4 Mar. £7-£30 waterside (01789- 
295623) 

SWANSEA 

GRAND THEATRE Guards! Guards! 
Terry Pratchett’s novel adapted for 
the stage. Mon-Fri 7.30pm. mat Wed 
1.30pm. 5at 5pm & 8.15pm, ends 
6 Mar. £6- £14.50, cones avaBable 
Singleton Street (01792-47571 5) 

TEWKESBURY 

ROSES THEATRE CanterviHe Ghost 
Musical version of Oscar Wilde’s 
satirical ghost story Tonight 730pm. 
£8.50, cones £7 Sun Street (01 684- 
295074) 


BATH 

MUSEUM OF COSTUME Primitive 
Screak; Helen Storey and Dr Kate 
Storey Collaboration between a 
fashion designer and a biologist 
Mon-Sun lOam-Spm, ends 1 1 Apr. 
£3.90. cones £3.50. child £2. 90. 
group cones. Assembly Rooms, 
Bennett Stmt (01225-477789) 

BRISTOL 

ARNOLHNI Accelerator Work by an 
international group of contempo- 
rary artists, including Hilary Uqyd, 
AkoSasao and Susy Spence. Mon-Sat 
1 0am-7pm. Sun 1 2noon-6pm. ends 
28 Mar, free. Narrow Quay (01 IT- 
929 9191) 

CAMBRIDGE 

FITZW1LLIAM MUSEUM Picasso 
and Matisse Prints, drawings, and 
ceramics from the museum’s col- 
lection. Ends 1 1 Apr. 

Recent Acquisitions of Contem- 
porary American Mns Early etch- 
ings of the East Coast, lithographs, 
woodcuts and screenprints. Ends 2 
May. 

Rembrandt and the Ifession The 
museum's outstanding coDedion of 
prints. Tue-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 
2.l5pm-5pm, ends 20 Jun. free. 
Tnxnptegton Street (01223-332900) 

LONDON 

DESIGN MUSEUM Mini: 40 Years 
of a Design Icon MinTs designed by 
celebrities mark the 401h anniversary 
of the vehicle. Ends 9 May. 

Modem Britain 1927-1939 A study 
on the important period after tbe 
Great War including the work of 
Francis Bacon, Paul Nash and Bar- 
bara H ep worth . Phone for times, 
ends IBJul. £5.25. cones £4 (go mu- 
seum). Shad Thames, SE1 (0171- 
378 6055) O Tower HUl/DLR: Tower 
Gateway 

HAYWARD GALLERY Patrick 
Caulfield More than 50 colourful 
pnintings by the leading British 
artist Mon, Thur-Sun 1 0am -6 pm. 
Tue & Wed'l Oam-Bpm, ends 1 1 Apr. 
£6, cones £4, family £1 2. Belvedere 
Road.SEI (01 71-960 4242) BR/e 
Waterloo 

NATIONAL GALLERY Portraits by 
Ingres Major exhibition of paintings 
ana drawings by the 19th-century 
French artist Ends 25 Apr. £6. cones 
£4. Wed £4 7pm-l0pm. 

In the Light of Fra Angeflco: 
Zanobi Strozzl Study exhibition ex- 
ploring the paintings of the I5th-cea- 
ttny artist Ends 7 Mar. free. 

Orazio GentitescM at theCourrof 
Charles I Bare exhibition exploring 
the work of the 17th-century Italian 
artist Opens 3 Mar. Mon 6 Tue, Thur- 
Sun 10am-6pm. Wed 10am -9 pm. 
ends 23 May. free. Trafalgar Square. 
WC2 (0171-747 2885) ■» Charing 
Cross/Lekester Square 

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY 
Mfliahs: Portraits Major retrospec- 
tive of portraits bythe Pre-Raphaefite 
artist Mon-Sac 10am -6pm. Sun 
1 2 noon -6pm, ends 6 Jun. £4. cones 
£3. Sc Martins Place. WC2 (0171- 
306 0055) b Owing Cross. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Mon- 
et in the 20th Century Eighty paint- 
ings made m the years after 1900. 

I Mon-Thur. Sun 9am -6 pm, Fri & Sat 
9am- 10pm, ends 18 Apr. £9. cones 
£6. child (12-18) £3. child (8-11) 
£1 .50. Burlington House. Piccadil- 
ly. Wl (0171-300 8000) e Green 
Park. 

TATE GALLERY Art Now 17: 
Thomas Demand's Tlinnel Looped 
film of travel In a tunnel explores ur- 
ban life. Bids 25 Apr. free. 

Works on Paper and Paintings: 
Frauds Bacon Paintings and draw- 
ings previously kept secret. Ends 2 
May. free. 

When Robots Rule - The One 
Minute Airplane Factory: Chris Bur- 
den Installation of flying planes ex- 
plores conte m por a r y life. Mon-Sun 
10am-5.50pm. ends 13 Jun, free. 
Minbank. SW1 (0171-887 8000) & 
Pimlico 

OXFORD 

A5HMOLEAN MUSEUM The 
Painterly Brush OQ sketches dating 
from the 16th to the early 20th cen- 
tury Ends 21 Mar. 

Buddhist Art from Tibet: The EM 
Scratton Collection Extensive col- 
lection notable far its d iver sity. Tue- 
Sat: I0am-4pm. Sun 2 pm -4 pm. 
ends 2 May. free. Beaumont Street 
(01865-278000) 

ST IVES • 

ST IVE5 TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998r-9: P a rtners h ips and Practice 

P&intings and ceramics from the 
second half of the century, plus a se- 
lection of contemporary work. 

Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture linking St Ives 
with Montserrat in the West Inches, 
the artist's birthplace. Mon-Sat 
11aro-7pm, Sun 1 1am-5pm, ends 1 1 
Apr. £3.50, cones £2. Porthmeor 
Beach (01736-796226) 

SWANSEA 

GLYNN VIVIAN ART GALLERY 
Venice Through Canaletto’s Eyes 


BASINGSTOKE 

THE ANVIL Composers’ Ensemble 


by the Venetian artist Tue-5un 10am- 
5pm, ends 1 4 Mar, free. Alexandra 
Read (01 792-651 738/655006) 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
WOLVERHAMPTON ART GALLERY 
Disasters of Wan Caltot, Goya. Oix 
Selections from three artists’ war 
etchings. Mon-Sat 10am-5pm. ends 
20 Mar. free. Lichfield Street (01902- 
552055) 


Tonight 7.45pm. £10. cones £5. 
Churchill Way (01256-844244) 

BRIGHTON 

COX* MARKET Cavafleria Rusticana/ 


the '"in”*'** verismo double-bill. 
Tonight 7.30pm. E12.50-H18. Up- 
per Market Street (01 273-709709) 

LONDON 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL Maurino 
PdiDnlPianomusicbyBeetfiovenin- 

cbxfeg the DiobeW Ifariotions. Tbrigl* 
7.30pm. £8-£32. South Bank. SET 
(0171-960 4242) BRA» Waterloo. 

WIG MORE HALL Media String 
Quartet Janacek’s 1st Quartet and 
Schubert’s Quintet in C. Tonight 
7.30pm. E10-E20. Wlgmore Street. 
Wl (0171-935 2 141) ©■Bond Street. 


DANCE 


LONDON 

SADLER'S WELLS AT THE PEA- 
COCK THEATRE Paco Pefta Fla- 
menco Presents La Musa Gicana 
TOtrfri rfMgflanwwim rinryp gmgnnri 
guitar Tue-Sat 8pm. mat Sat. Sun 
3pm, ends 7 Mar. £7,50-05. Por- 
tugal Street. WC2 (01 7 1 -863 8222) 
e Holbom/Temple. 

PLACE THEATRE Shobana Jeyas- 
bigh Dance Company: Double Bill 
A double bill of new work including 
the premiere of Fine Frenzy, a new 
collaboration with jazz star Django 
Bates. Tonight 8pm. £10. Duke's 
Road.WCl (0171-3870031) -O-Eu- 
scon. 

SADLBTS WELLS Arc Dance Com- 
pany Presents The Return of Don 
Juan Comedy with Royal BaDetataq " 
IrekMukh&medov Tonight 7.30pm. 
£7. 50- £30. Rosebery Avenue. EC1 
(0171-863 8000) ■B- Angel. 


Literature 


BATH 

JACK HIGGINS - THE EAGLE HAS 
landed Multi-minion best-seller 
Higgin s (oka Harry Patterson) cel- 
ebrates the publication of his 50th 
book, The White House Coimectkm. 
Guildhall - 1999 Bach Literature 
Festival (01225-463362) Tonight 
7pm. £7, cones £6. 

LONDON 

MASCULINITIES IN QUESTION 
Andy Medhurst of Sussex Universi- 
ty's English Department explores 
male identity in terms of fictional com- 
edy London School of Economics 
Kingsway WC2 (01 71-955 6043) «■ 
Temple. Today 4.30pm. free. 


Comedy 


LONDON 

G OODNE SS GRACIOUS ME AT 
FAIRFIELD CONCERT HALLS Award 
winning Asian comedy sketch show 
with Meera Syal, Sanjeev Bhaskar, 
KuhrinderGhic Nina wbrfien Tbnighc 
8pm. Rirk Lane (0181-688 9291) 
£14.50. 

FASCINATING AIDA - BAREFACED 
CHIC AT THEATRE ROYAL. HAY- 
MARKET Cabaret trio DHHe Keane, 
Adele Anderson and Issy Mui Rand- 
wyck. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. Sat mac 
4pm. ends 6 Mar. Haymarket, SW1 
(01 71-930 8800) «■ Piccadilly Cir- 
cus. £10-£22.50. 

OXFORD 

TOMMY TTBRNAN AND JASON 
BYRNE AT PLAYHOUSE THEATRE 
Irish can^dnuhfel^tohT ring thp 
1998 Perrier Award winner Tieman, 
plus madcap comic Byrne. Tonight 
8pm. Beaumont Street (01865- 
798600) £8, cones £6. 

SOUTHEND 

THE STANDING OVATION COME- 
DY CLUB AT THE KURSAAL Geordffi 
pagster John ftathergjU, Scottish com- 
ic Lynn Fferguson, MC Mitch Bern. 
Tonight 9pm. Eastern Esplanade 
(01245-381300) £6, mems £5. 

SWINDON 

ENNK) MARCHETTO AT WYVEKN 
THEATRE The Italian paper cut out 
costumed entertainer. Tonight 8pm. 
Theatre Square (01793-524481) 
£8 6 £10. 


Clubs 


BRISTOL 

REBEL MUSIC AT CLUB LOCO fflp 
u^duh, breakbeat and more from 

2amT£3.50, £2 .50 in advHepburn 
Rwd. Stokes Croft (01 17-942 6208) 

LONDON 

SPACE at bar RUMBA Jim Mas- 
ters spins disco-house. Tonight 
1 0pm -3am. Shaftesbury Avenue. 
Wl (0171-287 2715) •» Piccadilly 
Grcus. £5, £3 before 1 ipm. 

THE DOUBLE SIX CLUB AT THE 
OFFICE Board gunes and easy-lis- 


EVENTS 1 


BEDFORD 

IN THE UMEUGHTi NORTH BES 
THROUGH THE MAGK LANTBh 
E xhibition based on BedbrcfeQ 

tensive magic lantern archive, m ' 

ticubriy the work of pioneer WSto 
Henman. Bedford Museum Casj 
Lane (01 234-353323) ~Tue-Sj| 
11am-5pm, Sun 2 pm -5 pm, 

LONDON 

A CENTURY IN THE MAKING fit 
hrh itinn drawn from the art aod& 
sign ardubes, drawing together wed 


dred years. The London Iratfeug 
Gallery Davies Street, INI (Ql$g 
51 4 6000) B Bond Street. Mans 
1 0am -8 pm. ends 1 0 Mar. free. ^ 

SAFFRON WALDEN -V-' 
FEASTING AND FAST&IG EXMBk 
TION Examining food and drfii 
through history. Saffron Htakhn 
seum Museum Street (017^ 
510333) Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sw 
2.30pm-5pm. ends 14 Mat £1 , cons 
50p, chUd free. 

MUSIC 1 

Pop 
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- 
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itw .. 
is^ ir :V-. 
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BATH 

THE HOLLIES Melodic rockvetip 
ans behind hordes of hits, from “His 
Midas in Reverse” to “He Am 
Heavy He’s My Brother”. Theatri 
Royal Sawclose (01225-44884^ 
Tonight 7.30pm. phone for pries 

CHATHAM 

ERROL BROWN FbrmerHotCboah 
late vocalist on his Still Sexy torn 
Central Theatre High Street (01 63L 
403868) Tonight Spm. phone far 
prices. .j”j 


9j5 

rmbiouth - ” ^ 

SYMPOSIUM. FUNGUS Bambote 
tious indie-rock, plus Swedish pqH . 

metal support. Pirate Inn Groser CL--' - . 
Place (01326-311288) Tonlgfe 
8.30pm. phone for prices. " ' - . 

AUBTi ■ 

LONDON T ters.:.- 

TUNC LEONARD. KINKY JKMJRM'pOsrt:-. 
Complex irxfierodtheacffines,wffiiig 
vingslacter rock from Leonard. Ht# taisr • • 
tk Anchor Upper Street. N1 (01% m,. 

354 1312) Tube: Highbury & bftf ™. .. , 

ton. Tonight 830pm, £5. cones E3K , “ 5C 


CUFF RICHARD SirCBTsseas^f 
40th anniversaiy shows ctmtinnw 
Royal Albert Hall Kensington Gow: 
SW7 (0171-589 8212) B Mgh 
Street Kensington. Tonight 6.45pro, 
E20-E35. 


tiff’s seasoui; SUI-c:-' ■. . 

vs ctmtinn® ■ WfcSk- . , ■ ■ 
stegtonGoc telSK*;;;. U q 
12) B Mgh 95128.- 
light 6.45pm,. £j.: ; . .. 

jeatfromBi.. 

. Shepherd’s 


E-17 East End swingbeat from Bit . 
an Harvey’s R&B Wo. aiepberiT* 130 - - 
Bush Empire Shepherd's Busk - ■ 

Green. W12 (0171-771 2000) «!'. 

Shef*ercTs Bush. Ibnighc 7pm. £15™ . . 

THE JUNKET, FARRAH, MY ASTROjr- ' 

LOVER Kettering’s goltar-tndlev jHw; . : 
prospects headline. Water Ratr br ^ w v " J ■' 
Theatre Gray's Inn Road WC1-. tT 
(0171-284 0077) BR/ec KJr^fc ^ 

Crass. Tonight 830pm. E5. cones £4. Raciy u _ . 


3.00 

iso 
•• roo 


SkT ,'Ht 


LOWESTOFT 

BELINDA CARLE5LE Acoustic SOOgs 

from the album. A Women end aMan, 
Martna Theatre The Marina(01502- 
573318) Tonight 7.45pm, £15. , 


... • 

NT 


MUSIC ' 

Jazz, world, folk ••• 5 ' " 

- 11 ' 4 ° 

BRISTOL '/'■ 1450 

ROBB JOHNSON The prolific ■ 

litical Mnfereongwrltec Albert h»' 

West Street (0117-966 1968^- 
Tonight 8.30pm. £4-£4.50. 

■ • 

CAMBRIDGE ’i • . . 

PLAINSONG Enduring fa* roctec.' 

special Boat tece East Road pi 223-:, rf*J> 

508533) TbnW*epm.phaneftrpncBS^:^ ' " 

ENFIELD ■> 

SAVOY JAZZMEN 1920-style trad - 

jaaaL The Tbiwnhouse London Road- • • . 

(0181-367 1920) Tonight 7.45pm,. . 

£4.50, mems £3.50. * - 0 

HARROW . i 

GOLDCLEF JAZZ OPEN 
Singers’ night with Angela Hildtt^l 

Trinity Bar Station Road (0181-424 I - .. 

9888) Tonight Spm. £3.50. > 

LONDON 1 

JOHN CRnoiBMSON Ebrmer Bon- I 

nfe Scott pianist 606 aub Locs Road. . i, 

SW10 (0171-352 5953) BBfiom-— 

Broadway. Tonight 9.30pm. £4iB.. ^ 

YORUBA JAZZ PEOPLE Afwbest " *-5o 


- !- IV- .* 


R i 


feahirirtg FWa Euti drummer TW & V* . • 

Allen. The Fridge Town HaUParafe »&**;"«■ 
Brbcton Hill. SW2 (0171-326 5104.' ’ : W ^ 

BfVOBrtxron.Tteiighi iapm£5.0 - - IJjsT" 
before 11pm. 


v . ' ' * • 

DIANNE REEVES Jsaz-soul a®- y 'O'l: « l 0 

Oueen EDzabetii Hall South . •' , . 

Centre. SET (01 71 -960 4242) c'; Aw 

Waterloo. Tbntght 7.45pm, £12.‘50' 1 T - 
£17.50. 

MONTY ALEXANDER TWO TbeJ»- ,s ->0 

maican piano populist . • • 

Scott’s Frith Street, 1AI1 (01 71-4» i- 
0747) B Leicester Sq. TbnigtttSpt 1 *. - /V 
fi 11.30pm. £12. mems £4. . ^ 

SUTTON _ 

DAVE OT1IGGINS QUARTET j-J ^ 


temng event Tonight 6pm-2am. 
Rachbone F»1ace. Wl (0171-255 
1 098) B Tottenham Court Road. £5. 
cones £4, £3 after 11pm. 


*• *■ »«*« 


wzzangpost-ooptentHatseax™-, 

Theatre Cheam Road. Sutton, aj' .-v Vt.;; * . h 5.* 
rey (0181-770 6990) . Tonight : y ■ 1 

8.30pm. £4. 

_ -.-V.W 
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Zoe BaO. 9.00 Simon Maya 
1290 Jo Whflay. 2-00 Mark Rad- 
cfiffe. 4J)0 Chris Moylea 545 
Nswsbeat 600 Dave Pearce 800 
Steve Lamacq -the Eveting Ses- 

•oa «MX> Movie Update with Mark 

i/rmoda -KUO John P&eL 1200 
PBtereon. 200 Clive to&rrea 
400 - 630 Scott Mis. 

RADIO 2 
!(88-9Q2MHzFM) 

' 600 Sarah Kennedy. 700 vtfake 
' Up to Wogan. 630 Ken Broca 
1200 Jufet Morris. 200 Ed Stew- 
art 505 Johnnie WaBcer. 700 Isfick 
; Barractough. 800 Mike Harding 
900 Berry Gordyb Motown. 1000 
: Top of the Pops 2 on 2 1630 
Rtehanj Affinsoa 1200 Lynn Par- 
sons. 300 - 400 Alex Lester. 
RADIO 3 

- (9Q2-92AMHZFM) 

600 On Air. 

900 Masterworka 
fOOO Artist of the Vteek. 

ItDO Sound Stories See Pick of 
the Day. 

1200 Composer of the Week; 
.^Chaikovsky. 

■iOO The RacSo 3 Lmchtkne Con- 
certs concert g\ren last October at 
St George's. Brandon Hffl, Bristol, by 
the Fbortacd Sequence Introduced 
by Chris de Souza Ravel: Introduc- 
tion and Aflegro for harp, flute, clar- 
inet and string quartet Varese: 
Density 215 for solo fluta Debussy: 
Premiere rapsode for clarinet and pt- 
ana Faure: Piano Quintet No 2 in C 
minor, Op H5 

200 The BBC Orchestras. 

400 Choral Evensong 
500 In Tuna 

700 Performance on a Conducfrig 
a concert series from Glasgow 
which focuses on the influence of 
non- western sounds on foe Euro- 
pean and American classical tradi- 
tion This concert was given on 
Saturday in the Royal Concert Ha! 
introduced by Geoffrey BaskervSa 
|Pferre-Laurent Aimard (piano), BBC 
"Scottish Symphony Orchestra/Mar- 
tyn Brabbns. Copland: El salon Mex- 
ico Ligeti: Piano Concerto 
Stravinsky: Song of the Mghtingale 
Ravel: Suite 'Mother Goose'. 

94)5 Postscript 3: Catalonia is a na- 
tion with its own language and histo- 
ry which asserts its rights to be 


PICK OF THE DAY 


THERE’S A CHANCE to hear 
the rated English Opera Group 
Ensemble recording of Facade 
- with Edith Sitwell reciting 
her exotic verse over w illiam 
Walton's arch score - in Sound 
Stories (11am R3). Noel Coward 
famously parodied the piece 
and the Sitwell clan in his 
revue sketch The Swiss Fhmily 
WhitQebot but this programme 
takes a kinder view. 


Angela Lambert [right I has 
very little new to say about 
death in Lent Talks (8.45pm 
Hi) but the fact that there’s still 
a taboo about mortality is the 
chief concern of her candid chat 
The Ramp (9pm R4) follows 
the construction of a microchip 
fabrication plant in Ireland, 
a veritable cathedral to new 
technology. 

Dominic Cavendish 



^dependent of Spain and part of a 
wider Europe Joe Farrell reports 
from Barcelona. 

630 Wort Peter Schreier (tenor) 
and Karl Engel (piano) perform a se- 
lection of Wotfls Morike Lieder. 

1600 Ensemble. Continuing the cel- 
ebrations marking the centenary of 
Francis Poulenc, Penny Gore pre- 
sents an afl-Poutenc edition, Includ- 
ing foe EJe$e for hom and piano, a 
selection of piano pieces played by 
Kathryn Stott and the rarely heard 
Viofrt Sonata performed by the 
young French violinist Phippe Graf- 
fin and pianist Stephan Coombs. 
1645 MghtWhves. Patrick Wright 
talcs to Kary Muffis, foe Nobel Prize- 
winner for chemistry who is also a 
geneticist mathematician, philoso- 
pher and surfing survivor of the 60s. 
Hrs latest book, described as a romp 
through dveree fields of Inquiry, is 
called ‘Dancing Naked in the Wind 
Field . The programme also includes 
an exploration of the function and fu- 
ture of foe Commonwealth as it ap- 
proaches its fiftieth birthday. 

1130 Jazz Notes 

124)0 Composer of the Week: Cop- 
land p 

14)0 - 64)0 Through foe (vflght 

RADIO 4 

(924-946MHZ FM ) 

64)0 Today 

94)0 NEWS; Midweek 

945 Serial: Zarate. 

1600 NEWS; Wbmanfe Hour, 
noo NEWS; Crufts 
1L30 Tomorrow at the Same Time 
124)0 NEWS; You and Yours 
14K) The Wo rld at One 
130 Inspiration!. 


ZOO NEWS; The Archers 
245 Afternoon Pfay: Women on 
Love. 

34)0 NEWS;* Gardeners’ Question 
Time. 

330 First tsfights. (R) 

3^5 This Sceptred Iste (R) 

44)0 NEWS; All in the Mind 
430 Thinking Allowed. 

54)0 PM. 

600 Six O'clock News 
630 Balytenon. (R) 

730 NEWS; The Archers 
745 Front Row. Mark Lawson with 
the arts programme, inctidng an In- 
vestigation into that abiding stereo- 
type - the English eccentric. 

7.45 The Cry of the Bittern. An envi- 
ronmental drama by Tim Jackson. 
With Sean Baker, Rachel Atkins and 
Marian Kemmet Director Peter Lesfe 
Wid (13/30). 

830 NEWS; The Moral Maze 
645 Lent Talks The Dove De- 
scencfing'. Writers from a variety of 
refigious perspectives offer their 
views on foe Easter story. See Pick 
of the Day. 

94)0 NEWS; The Ramp Bulking a 
state-of-the-art silicon chip plant is 
the biggest corporate poker game in 
foe world Peter Day reports on the 
process at the heart of the new 
technology. See Pick of the Day. 
930 Midweek. Lfoby Purves and 
guests engage to Svefy conversation 
104)0 The World Tonight 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Ernest 
Hemingway Centenary - The Sun Al- 
so Rises. John Sharian reads Hem- 
ingwayb acclaimed novel, whose 
protagonist, Jake Barnes, speaks for 
the Lost Generation of men and 


women d iflin g through a shattered 
Europe after the Fret World Wbr 
(3/10). 

1130 NEWS; Tniy, Madly. Bletchley. 
Written by Julian Dutton A feast of 
entertainment from the town they 
forgot in the 'AA Guide to Weekend 
Breaks’. With Jufian Dutton Liz Fras- 
er, Peter Hugo- Daly Stephen 
Critchlow and Matthew Be! Special 
guest Cteo Rocos (4/6) 

1145 MacRrrtock’s Palace. 

1130 Mammon 
1230 News. 

1230 The Late Book: Stories by 
Anton Chekhov. (R) 

7ZAB Shippng Forecast 
130 As World Service 
530 World News. 

535 Shipping Forecast 
5^40 Inshore Forecast 
SL45 Prayer for the Day. 

547 - 600 Farming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 
(198kHz ) 

9-45 - 104)0 Daly Service 1230 
• 604 News Headlines; Shipping 
Forecast 534 - 537 Stepping 
Forecast tf30 • 124)0 Today in 
Parliament 


to Inter Man and Dynamo Kiev visit- 
ing Real Madrid 
1600 Littlejohn Comment on Man- 
chester United's dash with Inter Mi- 
lan and the rest of tonightb 
European and domestic soccer ac- 
tion by calEng Richard Littlejohn on 
0500 909693 

1130 Late Mght Live. With Nick 
Robinson Inducing a late news brief- 
ing at TUX} and at ff.15 The Financial 
World tonight and a topical late-night 
discussion 
130 Up AR Night 
54K) - 64)0 Morning Reports. 

CLASSIC FM 

(1000-1019 MHz FM ) 

600 Nick Bailey. 8.00 Henry Kel- 
ly. 1230 Requests. 24M) Concer- 
to 330 Jamie Crick. 630 
Newsnight 74K) Smooth Classics 
at Seven 94)0 Everting Concert: 

A procpamme of works drected by 
foe tenor Peter Schreier. Bach: 

Triple Concerto in A minor, 
BWV1044 CPE Bach CQ Schu- 
bert Mass No 5 in A flat D67S 
(Missa Sotemrtis). Peter Schreier 
Choir, Tapiola Sinfonietta. Schubert: 
Offortorium in B flat D963. Peter 
Schreier (tenor). Bavarian Radio 
Chorus and Orchestra/Wolfgang 
Sawalflsch. Benda: Flute Concerto 
in E minor. Patrick Galois, CPE 
Bach Chamber Ensemble 1130 
Alan Mann 230 Concerto. 330 
630 Mark Griffiths. 


VIRGIN RADIO 

(12^ t197- 1260kHz MW t)5BMHz FM ) 
630 Chris Evans. 930 Russ 
WflUama 130 Nick Abbot 430 
Harriet Scott CL45 London CaSng 
with Harriet Scott/AM Pete and Ge- 
off 730 Pete and Geoff 1600 
Mark Forrest 130 Steve Power. 
430 - 630 Richard Alen 


RADIO 5 LIVE 

(69a 909kHz MW) 

630 Breakfast 
94)0 Nicky Camp be IL 
124H> The Mdday News. 

130 Ruscoe and Ca 
44)0 Driva 
74)0 News Extra. 

730 John Inverdalefc Foofbal Night 
Coverage of foe first leg of the 
Champions League quarter-finals, 
with Manchester United playing host 


WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW) ’ 

14)0 The World Today. 130 Mericfi- 
an (Live). 230 World Today. 230 
Everywoman 34)0 World Today. 
330 Sports Roundup 330 World 
Business Report 3 j 45 Insight 430 
- 730 The World Today (400-700) 
TALK RADIO 

64M) Big Boys Breakfast with David 
Banks & Mck Ferrari 94K) Scott 
Chisholm. 124)0 Justice with Ja- 
cobs. LOO Anna Raeburn. 34)0 Pe- 
ter Dee ley. 530 The SportZona 
730 Offside with SebCoft 600 
James Whale 124)0 Ian Coins. 
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SKY PREMIER 

830 Shaughnessy (1996) (9614357Q. 745 
Carpool (1996) (730339) 945 Carmonbal 
Fewer (198S) (36096609) 600 Burring Se- 
cret (1S869 (20952) LOO Littls Oorrit ? No- 
bodyb Fault (1937) (62960$. 430 . 
Staughnessy (S96) (*TQ. 630 Carpool 
(I99Q (30864) 730 Barry Normanfe F%n 
(W61) BJOO Deylflht (B9Q (16086) 
1030 Blood and Whe (1997) (191067) 

* 1L4S The Crossing Guard (S9S) (223425)- 
L40 The Big Man (1990) (654278)335 ■ 
030 Hotel Sorrento (1996) (44262297) 

SKY MOVKMAX 

730 Movie Magic (96609) 730 Action 
Heroes (1863970) 8J5 Femmes Fatales 
(2395048) 930 Flpper («96) (485») 
1I3Q And Baby Makes 9x (S79) (20870) 
130 Movie Mag|c (88680) 130 Ftenmes 
Fatales (594012) 24S Action Heroes 
(7086203) See Pick of the Day. 330 
They Wferrt Batova Me (847) (53690) 530 
And Baby Makes Six (1979) (39425) 730 
Flpper (1996) (49965) 830 E News Week 
h Review (2593) 930 A Chengs of Heart 
(S97) (T7715) 1130 TWrst Of Fate (1998) 
(477898) 030 Back in Business (S96) 
(348839) 245 Cower Me (1995 ) (726526 
330 Damien -Omen I (1978) $59278) 
530 - WS They Wbrft Befieve Me (®47) 
(26909100) 

SKY CINEMA 

430 Magic Town (1947) (M96067) 630 
Jet Ptot 0957) (28991*) 830 Breakout 
(1975) (2894661) 1030 The Tbwering Infer- 
nof®») (73851425) 1235 CheJ (1960) 

-■ J2047926) 230 Heat and Dust (1933) 

5 (10687655) 430 Berth Express (1948) 
(90405988) 535 Close. 

FttMFOUR 

630 The Train (1965) (1289T39Q) a45 
The Driver (T978) (6219661) 535 Joyride 
(5929244) 1030 LA Takedown (1989) 
(8571203) See Pick of the Day. 1130 La 
Cercta Rouge (tS70) (30020512) 230 
Point Break (f99T) (7303452) 430 - 
630 LAocornpagnatrkM (1992) (5929100). 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 

■ 430 Farting Adventures (W75883) 430 
Wfaflteris World (1471067) 530 Ti me Tra w- 
eders (5094723) *30 Tana X (»623S) 
630 WidKeSOS (1452932) 630 Adverv 
ures Of the Quest (33853^. 730 The 
Quest (1472796) 830 Arthur C Cteritefe 
Mysterious Universe (103B6«) 630 Crea- 
tures Fantastic (5532262) 930 Searching 

tor Lost Worlds (B»8nS) 1030 On the 
TrsS of foe New Testament (8158571) H30 
Navy SEALS ■ foe Silent Option (8045425) 
1230 The Curae of Tutankhamen 


PICK OF THE Day 


DIRECTORS RARELY make 
the same film twice, but LA 
Takedown (10pm FUmFbnr), a 
made-for-TV drama by Michael 
Mann ( Miami Wee, The Last of 
the Mohicans ), proved to be the 
template for his later release. 
Heat. Surprisingly, many critics 
judged the earlier work to be 
superior. Michael Rooker and 
Scott Plank take the roles later 
to be filled by Robert De Niro 
and A1 Pacino of a dedicated cop 
who finds himself obsessed by 


the work of a master criminal 
Tom Cruise (right), occupied 
for the past two years by the 
filming of Stanley Kubrick’s 
ultra-secretive Eyes Wide Shut. 
has not released a movie for 
some time. For all that, such 
films as Jerry Maguire and 
Mission: Impossible, ensures 
his status as Hollywood's top 
star His wort: is examined in 
today's Action Heroes (2J5pm 
Sky Moviemax). 

James Hampton 



Chiton (7256222) 730 The Comedy Al- 
ternative: Dacfe Army (4624845) 830 The 
Comedy Alternative: The Brittas Empire 
(2855593) 930 Men Behaving Bady 
(1558406)930 Men Behaving Badly 
(B347845) 1030 Orly Fools and Horses 
((615357) 1L55 The SI (1272319) 1235 
The BB (6063346) 1235 Oangarfiald 
(5637181) L50 Dangerfleld (5445M2) 
235-730 Shopping (7B390181) 


(9696655) 130 Terre X (9390655) 130 
Time IhiVBtefS (3563839) 230 Close 

SKY ONE 

730 Count Duckuia (942*1) 730 The 
Simpsons (80048) 830 The Simpsons 
(20777) 830 Holywood Squares £9048) 
930 Sa»y Jessy Raphael (22845) 1030 
The Oprah Wrrfrey Show (79932) 1LOO 
Glity! (99796) 1230 Jenny Jones 
(44845) 130 Mad about Thu (93512) 130 
Jeopardy ^54609) 230 SaDy Jessy 
Raphael (77086) 330 Jenny Jones 
(59203) 430 GuKyl (78338) 530 Star 
Trek: Voyager (t241) 630 Gitityl (17S) 
630 Friends P067) ZOO The Simpsons 
(2970) 730 The Simpsons (1951) 630 
Mortal Kombafc Conquest (B9932) 930 
The X Fles (5981$ 1030 Mami Uncov- 
ered (34503) 1130 Friends (79067) 1130 
Star Trek (53654) 1230 The Comrrtish 
(21452) 130 - 730 Long Play (6228931) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

730 Sky Sports Centre (4155357) 735 
World Wresting Federation - LKewie 
(462970) 645 YbuVe on Sky Sports 
(S237226) 930 Rating News (52715) 

930 Aerobics - Qz Slyte (76883) 1030 
hside Scottish Footbal (195A9. 1100 Max 
Power (39336) 1230 Aerobics - Oz Styte 

02951) 1230 Premier Snooker League 
(7476) 230 Fastrax (2226) 330 hskte 
Scxittish Fbotbal (2770S9. 430 Superbouts 
Vkga KB vs Jean-Marie Emebe CZ7628) 
530 World Wresting (7203) 630 Sky 
Sports Centre (tfi5) 630 UhbelevaMe 


Sports (570 730 Pool (45512) 830 
Ringside (34TO) 930 Urtsefevable Sports 
(57135) 1030 Sky Sports Centre 
(435864) 1045 YsuTe on Sky Sports 
(B42B45) 1130 Pdol (10203) 1230 Sky 
Sports Centre (8038891) 1245 VbuTe on 
Sky Sports (6573094) 130 Rugby League 
Wbrid (H278) 230 Pool (466T7) 330 Sky 
Sports Centre (46013181) 335 Ctosa 
SKY SPORTS 2 

ZOO Aerobics - Oz Style (5567T95) Z30 
Sky Sports Centre (3372357) Z45 Rating 
News (8792512) 845 Fastrax (566T680) 
835 Sky Sports Centre (9670«25) 930 
Fish TV Ultimate Fctting Show (584057) 
930 Ffeh TV fishing Tates (1529932) 
1030 Sports UnfimitBd (377*224) 1130 
Gotf LPGA (2971135) 130 Gort Extra 
(1544319) 430 Snowboards' Magazine 
(76618^. 430 MOW QT3SS (820901) 530 
Motor 9port (VD6«72) 630 Wstereports 
0548067) 730 Golf Extra (8570951) 1030 
Watersparts Wbrid (9285870) 1130 Cy- 
cSng (3512932) 1130 Ringside (6881951) 
130 Motor Sport (3735385) 130 Iktoe- 
levable Sports (9322891) 230 Sky Sports 
Centre (7B4O5980) 245 Ckw& 

SKY SPORTS 3 

1230 VUsrid Wresting (S932390) 130 
Frit TV The Ultimate Ftehng Show 
(31951628) 130 Fsh TV Feting Tales 
(S952«4 230 The Entertariere 
(Z75845W) 230 Superbouts Vrg8 « vs 
Jean-Marie Emebe (H434067) 330 Motor 
Rating: NASCAR BustivCarofeia Speed- 


way (27503600) 330 Powerboat and Jet 
Sport Wtorid (W439512) 430 Figue Skat- 
ng (26972680) 530 European Ibur VJgek- 
ly (14438883) 830 Cycfog (14435796) 
630 Fish TV Rshtog Taxas (14426048) 
ZOO Rsh TV The Ulfrnate Fishfig Show 
(27588390) 730 Motor Racing (U415832) 
830 Rugby League VMarkf (26978364) 
930 Motor Racing (694036^.1030 
Cup Ctasaics (49262777) 1130 Oosa 


Z30 Athletics (60488) 830 Norctic Sting 
(901%) 930 FootbaB (80154) 1130 Foot- 
bal (31680) 130 T«m C28222) 130 
NortfcSkfog (403^, 330 Swkrmhg 
(4739CQ. 530 FootbaB (48512) ZOO Start 
Vbtx Engines (30680) 830 Sumo (56628) 
930 Dancing (36864) 1030 Fhness 
(39951) 1130 Start Yolt Engines (45989) 
1230 Luge (40891) 1230 Closa 

UK GOLD 

730 Crossroads (8038135) 730 Neigh- 
bous (6X32203)735 EastEndere 
(4583672) 830 The Bfl (3758951) 930 
The Bi (3*9203) 930 When the Boat 
Cones h (5562406) 1030 Rhoda 
(3778715) 1130 Dalas (4592883) 1155 
Neighbours (75782h6) 1235 EastEndars 
(2427970) 130 Juiet Bravo (1099951) 
230 Dalas (7325571) 235 The Bi 
(1337845) 335 rite BB (2X31834) 3-55 

EastEndere (39443$) 430 Rhoda 
(1473425) 530 Al Creatures Pe at and 
Smei (5637816) 630 Dynasty (1019715) 
730 The Comedy Alternative: 2pofrit4 


UVMG 

630 Tny and Crew (79917512) 630 « 
plus 2 (48358845) 6-40 Pttibert the Frog 
(90927125) 635 Greedysamrs and the 
Gang (98926796) 6^0 Poka Dot Shorts 
(98907661) 7X>0 Practical Parentng 
(3793628) 735 Professor Biisble (1868319) 
730 Caftxi (6388883) 735 Bug Alert 
(726 6715) 755 Practical Raranthg 
(9381777) 830 Barney and Friends 
(939T154) 835 Babakxis (1780593) 830 
Try Tales (35655W) 835 Tny and Crew 
(4495512)830 Practical Parenting 
(BB222 41) 830 Carft Cook, Want Cook 
(%09680)930TheRoseretne9iow- 
Hgltights (7586864) 1030 Jerry Springer 
(9834028) 1030 Marry Ravich (3223406) 
1140 BrooksidB (23680628) 12J0 Artinal 
Rescue (21925425) 1230 Rescue 911 
(859Q3898) UO Special Babies (39211864) 
140 Beyond Beief (60776222) 240 LA 
Law (TT08203) 340 Lh/hg Room 
(8943593) 4JKMAchael Cote (2651845) 
430 Rolonda (9882T16) 5^40 Ready, 
Steady Cook (65771^) 645 The Jory 
Springer Show tt221241) 735 Rescue 911 
(4089067) 735 Animal Rescue (7912845) 
840 Mauy Povich (27949^) 930 FteiK 
Famfly Rescue (B95) (289€A^ 1130 Sai 
Life Down Under (7850222) t230 Cfasa 


TNT 

930 The Bad and the Beautitti (t952? 
^3626135) 1145 Ice Pkstgs (1984) 
(74520357) 145 Alfred the Great {©69} 
@0792704) 330 BattiB beneath the Earth 
(867) (BZ77J655) 530 CI06& 
PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHAMEL 
ZOO Jenny (E5N) 730 Grace Under Rre 
(2341) 830 Elen @22^ 830 Spin City 
(4K7) 930 Drop the Dead Donkey 
(14154)930 Whose Line Is It Anyway”? 
(85777) 1030 Raster (31222$. 1030 
Cheers (40970) 1130 Sesifeld (26999) 
H30 The Larry Sanders Show (94777) 
1230 Late Mghtwtth David Letternon 
(31753) 100 Taxi (£32) 130 FrontSne 
(33723) 230 Dr Katz p0617) 230 1*8 
and Ftos (42452) 330 Mghtstand (26538) 
330430 Abbott & CostBio (33704) 
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T^POTONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 
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BBC1 N IRELAND . „ 

Ax BBC1 London except; 630 

Newsline 630 (35) 9 J 0 _ Makings De- 
ference (468932) 

Buck to the Front (756970) »40 bves 
of Our Times (840574) «30 rite X 
Files (993341) 11-50 toby M*M***rr 
Bette llfidter and Liza Mlrtneft (638B45) 
1230 Snapshot 0908100) 

Rkn: As Go^ as Deed P^ BB) 230 
Joins BBC News 24 (58930181) 


Short land Street (7224628) 135 Home 
and Away (35075357) 230 The i Jerry 
Springer Show (5744932) 330 AngBa 
News and Weather (4120715) 630. An- 
glia News (51)630 WNMnede (13) 
-KL45 Angfla News and Weather 
^951) 130 Fim: Off Beat 016433V 
4.20 The Making of James and the Gi- 
ant Peach (73811471) 4.50 (TV 
Ntahtscreen (43287181) 530 Corona- 
tion Street (64094) 


5.10 A Country Practice (7202609) 
630 Home and Away (981067) 635 
Wales Tonight (828135). 1035 HTV 
News (132951) 130 FHm: Off Beat 
(116433) 430 The Making of James 
and foe Giant Peach (73811471) 430 
rrv Mgtnscreen (43287181) 530 Coro- 
nation Street (64094) 


BBC1 SCOTLAND 

As SB Cl London «xe«pt- 

Ootwnan [92735425) 1^45 TJ^n Se 

unta (Enchanted Lands) PW5067)- 

830 Eji-S (295121 10J>0 

lias (82593) 10-30 The X FiteS (105593) 


BBC1 WALES * nn 

Aa SBCt Louden 

wales Today P 5) i^£0 MM < Ow 
(5512) 1100 The X Ffes (W3WL 
Snapshot ■ Andrew Grovesjraaw)^ 
ttW F&n: As Good asCte* (86H669) 
L45 BBC News 24 (22253920) 


fl^CnrHon excepts 1230 Central 
News and weather r7^55W) 130 
Echo Point (64086) 330 Central News 
(4120715) 5JO Short land Street 
(7202609) 6.00 Home and Away 
(981067) 635 Central News and 
Weather (828135) 10u45 Central News 
andXriher (132951) ^20 Jobtoter 
(3988278) 530 Aslan Eye (3742758) 


HTV WEST 

. except 

Stop- (64086) 635 HTV West Weather 
(220593) 6-30 The West Tonight (13) 


WESTCOUNTRY 
As Carlton except: 1030 This 
Morning (44969864) 1235 Westcouitry 
News (4457406) 1237 Eliminations 
(7603593) 130 Emmerdale (640B6) 
330 WSstoountry News (41207T5) 630 
Westcountry Live (19135) 10.45 West- 
Country News H32951) 130 Fltet: Oft 
Beat (116433) 430 The Making of 
James and the Giant Peach (73STW71) 
430 ITV Njahtscreen (43287181) 530 
Coronation Street (64094) 


North East WSather (603777) 630 
North East Tonight (lfo35) *L45 North 
East News and Vfeather (IS951) 


S4C 


As Channel 4 except: 1230 Be- 
593) 1230 


MERIDIAN 

As Carlton except: 1030 This 
Morning (44969864) 1245 Meridian 
News and Weather (44SAMJ6) 130 
Shonland Street (7224628) 135 Home 


YORKSHIRE 

As Carlton except: 1030 This 
Mating (44968964) 1255 Calendar 
News and Weather (4457406) 130 
Home and Away (41110203) L25 The 


and Away (35075357) 230 The Jarr^ 


As Carlton except 
News and Weather <7695574) 1 


HTV WALES 

As Carlton except; 1030 This 
Morning (44969864) 1245 HTV News 
(4457400. 130 Shortland Street 
(64086) 130 Home and Away (33715}. 
230 The Jerry Springer She w 
(5744932) 330 HTV News (4120715) 


Springer Show (5744932) 330 Meric 
News and Weather (4120715) 550 Home 
and Away (7202609) 537 Three Min- 
utes (616241) 630 Menton Tonight (51) 
830 Couitry Vets (13) 10.45 Meridian 
News and Whether (132951) 130 Fan: 
Off Beat (116433) 430 The Making of 
James and the Giant Peach (73811471) 
430 ITV ftfghtsereen (43287181) 530 
Freescreen (64094) 


News (4120715) 5-40 News: Weather 
(993661). 5-55 Calendar (586512) 630 
Tonight (13) 1035 Calendar News 
(132951) 430 Job finder (6280433) 


TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire accept: 1255 North 
East News and Weather (4466154) 
1235 JobOnk (7603593) 330 North 
East News and Weather (412071$) 535 


witched (9WB93) 1230 Sesame Street 
(26246338) 130 Planed Plant 
(67283932) 130 FSn: Conduct Unbe- 
coming (62661991) 430 Dishes 
(67524135) 530 Planed Plant 
(90509661) 530 Countdown (67548715) 
630 Newyddton (93864048) 6d0 Heno 
(86347951) ZOO Pobti y Cwm 
§0529425) 730 Newydtion (67525864) 
830 Ffermio: Weekly farming pro- 
(90505845) 830 Pacta 
1030 Bmokside: Mck may 
Jerome in. Meanwhie, 
Jason an oSve branch 
1 1035 Sex and the Cfty: M- 
randa and friends reaEse things about 
their lovers and ponder the question: how 
many people are having sex with people 
they are ashamed to introduce to their 
friends? 05179241) «35 Michael Moore 
- the AwM Troth (88892338) 1135 Mark 
Thomas Comedy Product (41416222) 


Jerry Springer Show (4506222) 2JO 
Emmerdale (96T1660) 330 Calendar 

Maun. IfflKWKI 4 Aft Moimc- Waathar \ICUOtOOO I 


1210 The Spg^Game (71^4520) 


12.40 Carr 
130-430 


Ital 
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INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 


CHESS 


ON SATURDAY I played in an ab- 
solutely splendid tournament, an 
event that is, as for as I know, 
unique: the fourth edition of the 
Dutch Open Blitz Championship. 

Situated in Dordrecht, just south 
of Rotterdam, with primary 
sponsorship from the Financial 
Plannning Organisation (FPO) in 
Rotterdam and additional help from 
several local firms, this consisted of 
exactly 200 players including 16 
grandmasters, headed by Alexei 
Shirov, with other players ranging 
right down to one poor gentleman 
rated 1,200 - that's 75 BCF - who 
scored just 4/34. 

Yes, 34! Ebr between a little after 
the projected 10am and 6.30pm 
when they finished smack on time, 
they fitted in no fewer than 17 
double rounds - in which you play 
the same opponent with both 
colours. At a time limit of five min- 
utes each per game that gives 20 
minutes’ playing time per round, yet 
these started promptly at 25-minute 
intervals and there were even a 
lunch break of 35 minutes and two 
shorter ones of 20 minutes each later 
on in the day. * 

The organisation that achieved 
this near-impossible feat consisted 
of 26 people, including the two arb- 
iters: and I was told that they even 
had two dress rehearsals at a local 
school hall to ensure the requisite 
smoothness. 'With specially written 
software, the pairings could, once all 
the results had been entered, be 
completed in seconds; and these 
were then displayed on five large 
screens, strategically placed so that 
milling around was kept to an ab- 
solute minimum . 

As you may well imagine, there 
was a colossal amount of both blood- 
shed and fun. In the end, it was 


JON SPEELMAN 

Rafael Vkga n ian. an Armenian now 
resident in Germany who ended up 
dear first on 25/34. He was followed 
by Tiviakov on 24, Lauder, Baklan 
and myself on 23.5, Gurevich on 
23, Van waty and Schmalz on 215 and 
Shirov on 22. Q was fortunate that 
in the penultimate round my 
opponent took my king- the correct 
procedure was to stop the docks and 
claim the game - which in this 
event was deemed to be an immed- 
iate draw!) 

The games on the top board 
were recorded on an electronic 
board. Generally, blitz games often 
contain tactical errors but can be 
quite dean positionally. Here is a 
particularly dean win by Vaganian. 
After some heavy opening theory he 
won a pawn and then showed splen- 
did technique. 


White: Rafael Vaganian 
Black: Loek van Wely 
Neo-Grunfeld 


INfSNfB 

23 Qe3 Rxc3 

2 C4 g6 

24 Qxc3 Nc6 

3g3Rg7 

25 Qe3 e5 

4 Bg2 0-0 

26 Qxb6 Qe7 

5d4d5 

27Rd5h5 

6 Cxd5 Nxd5 

28 h4 Rc8 

7 0-0 Nb6 

29 Bh3 Rc7 

8Nc3Nc6 

30 Qc5 Qf5 

9 d5 Na5 

31 Qd6 Qxd6 

10 Qc2 C6 

32 Rxd6 Nd4 

11 dxc6 Nxc6 

33 Bfl Rcl 

12 Rdl Bf5 

34 Kg2 Rc2 

13 e4 Bd7 

35 Bc4 b5 

14 Qe2 Qe8 

36 BdSKfo 

15 Be3 Rc8 

37 RfS Kc7 

16 Racl Bg4 

38 Rb6 Kg7 

17h3Bxf3 

39 a4 bxa4 

18 Bxf3 Ne5 

40bxa4fi 

19 Bg2 Nec4 

41a5Rc2 

20 Bxb6 axb6 

42 a6 Ra2 

21 b3Bxc3 

43 FUj 7+ Kf6 

22 Rxc3 Na5 

44 a7 1-0 


BRIDGE 


ALAN HURON 


HAVING READ somewhere that if 
you can see only four defensive 
tricks against a contract of 3 no- 
trumps it may pay not to cash 
them all immediately. East tried 
what proved to be a highly prof- 
itable deception on this deaL 

South opened One Heart and 
North bid Two Clubs. As this 
response at the Two level promised 
sensible values. South jumped to 3 
no-trumps and all passed. 

West led 43 (fourth highest), 
dummy played low and East’s jack 
held the trick. He continued with 
the ace of spades and then stopped 
to think The spade position was 
dear to him but, if he continued the 
suit, the defence would surely have 
run out of steam after taking their 
four tricks. 

Instead of leading a third spade, 
East switched to a low heart South 
fell for it On the assumption that 
East held no more spades, the con- 
tract was safe against any distrib- 
ution. He won the heart in hand 
and, to guard against four or more 
dubs with either East or West led 
a dub and finessed dummy’s ten. 

Oh dear! Not only did East turn 
up with the jack but he was able to 
produce a third spade as well, for 
his partner to win two more tricks. 


Love all; dealer South 
North 

♦ Q 7 6 
<P95 
0872 
+AKQ109 

West East 

♦K853 4AJ2 

S?J2 S7Q10S4 

OJ953 01064 

+652 +J83 

South 

♦ 1094 
OAK763 
OAKQ 

♦ 74 


As you can see, if the defenders had 
started by (ashing their four spade, 
tricks, there would have been no 
reason at all for South to take what 
he thought was the safely play in 
clubs. 

Warning! This sort of defence 
may not be a good idea against 
moderate opposition in pairs play. 
The cunning defence may see 
declarer, without a care in the 
world, simply cashing his 10 tricks 
to leave you with very few match 
points... 


Concise Crossword 


No. 3860 Wednesday 3 March 
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11 


Love affair (5) 

Be untruthful (4,4) 

Staff of life (5) 

Widespread outbreak of dis- 
ease (8) 

Tobacco leaf rolled for smok- 
ing (5) 

Large deer (3) 

Yacht berthing 


1 


Horse (poet.) (5) 
Tartan cloth (5) 
Slumber (3) 
Forgivable (6) 
Wedding (8) 
Unexpectedly (8) 
Spanish dance (8) 
Flag-waring (8) 
Attention (3) 

Barrel (3) 

Disinclined (6) 
Throwing weapon (5) 


; area (6) 


( 8 ) 


3 

4 
6 
7 
12 

13 

14 

15 
19 
21 
22 

23 Member of 


Rail transpan (5) 

small race (5) 


berthing \ 

17 Young bird (6) 

18 Tease (3) 

20 Saying (5) 

24 Danger (8) 

25 Broadcast (2^) 

26 Refusal to face reality (f 

27 Punctuation mark (5) 

Solution to yesterday's concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Sharper. 5 Roans (Chaperones). S Until, 9 Numeral, 10 Neuralgia. 12 Dab, 
13 Docker, 14 Cajole, 17 Lea, 18 Means test. 20 Gainsay. 21 Niche, 23 Tiger. 24 Recited. ■ 
DOWN; 1 Spurn. 2 Act. 3 Pulsate, 4 Renege. 5 Rumba. 6 Aerodrome. 7 Soluble. 1 1 Un- 
ceasing. 13 Delight, 15 Arsenic, 16 Lawyer, IS Miser, 11 Tread, 22 Cat. 
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